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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Lumley. 


« My pear Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 22nd November, 1810. 

‘I received last night your letter of yesterday evening. 
The midshipman of the Navy, who has the command of the 
boats stationed for the communication, was directed to let you 
know where they were placed. 

‘I am very anxious to hear whether you see the road from 
Santarem to Torres Novas from Almeirim or the neighbour- 
hood. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


« Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Lumley.’ 


Lieut. General Viecount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 


‘My pear Hin, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd November, 1810. 8 a.m. 

‘I received last night your letter by Churchill. It is, I 
think, now tolerably certain that the enemy are not going to 
cross the Zezere, and we must now endeavor to discover what 
they are about. 

‘Desire Fane to endeavor to get people up the left of the 
Zezere, to discover whether they are marching on the other 
(this) side by Cabacos and Espinhal. They appear to intend 
to retire that way, or to remain in the country till they get 
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reaforcements from Span: md [ am inelined to think the 
former is their plan. 

‘The rivulers were so much swelled yeuterday. that we 
could do nothing on ther left [am just gang w our left, 
to see what we can do this morning. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General Fall. * Wecirseron. 


Liest. Generti Viscount Wellington, K_B., to Lieut. General Hill. 
€ My pear Hire, *Cartam, 21th November. 1910. IL a 2 

‘The enemy reconnaitred our left on the 22nd. mstead of 
my reconnaitring their right. They brought forward about 
400 or 300 men on chat ade, and drove in our piquets to the 
bridge of Calhariz, but retired agam m the mghct. This cir- 
cumatance, and all the mformation, tends to prove that they 
have brought up their troops from the rear to the support of 
the right of their position at Santarem- 

‘ Ï do not understand the enemy's meaning m the contmued 
removal of artillery and boats up the river. Has the artillery 
been removed from Golegad? Do you observe the further 
removal of the boats after they have left Golega5 ? 

‘We heard some time ago that the enemy intended to 
throw a bridge across the Tagus at Punhete, on the left of 
the Zezere ; and their fortifving the heights on the two sides 
of the Zezere gives some reason for a belief that it is their in- 
tention, with a view possibly to attack Abrantes, or to open 
Alentejo to their parties. 

¢ Barquinha also appears to me to be not a bad situation for 
a bridge over the Tagus. If Captain Squire should be with 
you, I request you to let him examine the river from opposite 
Golegaé up to Abrantes, particularly at Punhete and Bar- 
quinha, and see whether the enemy would have any facilities 
in throwing their bridge over at any of those places. 

‘ft would be very desirable if you could get somebody over 
the river to ascertain to what places the enemy take their boats 
am! materials, and what number of boats there are still re- 
maining at Santarem. I am endeavoring to get this informa- 
tion bry emimaries from this side. 

‘In respect to Fane's detachment, and Don Carlos de 
ami there is no doubt that when Fane could no longer 
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exercise his command, Don Carlos was the person to exercise 
it as the senior officer. 

‘ In the existing state of affairs, I think that the detachment 
ought to be brought rather nearer to you, and that the follow- 
ing objects should be attended to in the position of the Portu- 
guese, as well as the Spanish part of it. 

‘ First, to take care of the boats, &c., of the bridge of 
Abrantes. 

‘ Secondly, to observe the enemy’s bridge over the Zezere, 
above Punhete, and keep an accurate account of all that passes. 

‘ Thirdly, to observe the river from Chamusca to opposite 
to Punhete, particularly those parts which may be deemed the 
most favorable situations for the passage of the enemy, and to 
give you the earliest intimation of the collection of mate- 
rials, &c. . : 

‘I received yesterday a letter from General Hamilton, stat- 
ing some difficulties in the passage of a rivulet in his neigh- 
bourhood. This is important in every view of the case; and 
you should immediately take measures to have the communi- 
cation made as good as it can be made from Chamusca to the 
place where you disembarked, and where you would have to 
embark in case you should again come over to the right of the 
Tagus. It is also important to enable you to get up your 
artillery, and collect your corps, if you should find that the 
enemy propose to cross the Tagus. 

‘ Indeed, notwithstanding that if we should have to return 
to the lines we shall want your artillery, I think that you ought 
now to have with you one, if not two, brigades of artillery, 
and one brigade at Almeirim with General Lumley. General 
Lumley ought also to have with him a detachment of cavalry, 
to enable him to watch the Tagus from Almeirim to Chamusca. 

* If we should again return to our lines, I propose to make 
the following arrangement of your corps. To march General 
Hamilton’s infantry, and all the artillery, and baggage, and 
cavalry to Aldea Galega, where the Admiral will have boats 
to transport them across the river. To march the 2nd division 
of infantry to the place where it disembarked, and there embark 
it again in Sir Thomas Williams’s flotilla, and bring it over 
the Tagus to Alhandra, either by the main channel, if this 
part of the army should still possess the right bank of the 
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Tagus, or, if not, by the eastern channel. The baggage of 
the 2nd division of infantry would have to go round by Aldea 
Galega. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill” ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lonn, * Cartaxo, 24th November, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have made no alteration of importance in their 
position since I addressed you on the 21st instant. The assem- 
bly and movements of our troops towards the right of the 
position at Santarem, notwithstanding the continuance of the 
rain and the swelling of the rivers, have occasioned some 
jealousy on that flank ; as, on the 22nd, they brought up a 
large body of troops, apparently from Torres Novas and the 
rear, which drove in the piquets of Major General Anson’s 
and Brigadier General Pack's brigades at the bridge of Cal- 
hariz, where they halted, and the enemy retired in the night. 
This circumstance, and the information which I have received, 
tend to prove that large detachments of the troops which have 
marched to the rear have returned to the neighbourhood of 
Santarem. The artillery and baggage, however, still continue 
to move on the road from Santarem up the Tagus to Golegad. 

‘ The enemy have a detachment of about 4000 men at Pun- 
hete, on the left of the Zezere ; but the bridge upon that river 
is a very bad one, and very unequal to bear the passage of an 
army. 

‘I have ascertained that no detachments of the enemy's 
troops have passed to the frontier through Lower Beira, ex- 
cepting one of cavalry and infantry of about 1500 men, under 
General Foy, which I informed your Lordship, in my dis- 
patch of the 10th instant, had returned to Sobreira Formosa, 
after having been at Villa Velha, where the bridge of boats was 
destroyed. This detachment afterwards marched to Ciudad 
Rodrigo; and I understand that General Foy is with the 
troops which are now upon the frontier. 

‘T have received accounts from General Silveira to the 16th 
instant. The advance of the enemy's corps had arrived at 
Pinhel, and he attacked it on the 14th. He drove in their 
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advanced posts, and took four officers and many soldiers pri- 
soners; and many of the enemy were killed and wounded. 
General Silveira states his loss to be 30 killed, and about the 
same number wounded. He mentions, in high terms, the 
conduct of the officers and troops, particularly of the 24th 
regiment. 

‘Some of the enemy's detachments had likewise appeared 
upon the Upper Coa; and I imagine that if they shall enter 
Portugal, it will be by Celorico and the valley of the Mondego. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 19th instant. 

‘ T have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
© My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th November, 1810. 

‘I enclose you a letter which I have received from General 
Cameron, to which [ request to draw your Lordship’s atten- 
tion. He has served his Majesty with zeal and ability, as far 
as his line of service has gone, till at last he is quite worn out, 
and I propose to give him leave of absence. 

‘In this country he has always conducted himself to my 
satisfaction ; and in the battle of Talavera, his brigade, which 
was in Sir J. Sherbrooke’s division, was very prominently en- 
gaged, and sustained much loss. 

‘ It would give us all in this army great satisfaction if some 
mark of the King’s favor were conferred upon this old gentle- 
man; and I shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you 
can recommend him for such. 

‘I have heard that he is desirous of being made a baronet ; 
and if that cannot be done, | should think him deserving of a 
government. He raised the 79th regiment at the commence- 
ment of the late war, which he commanded, with credit to 
himself, in every service in which the army was engaged, till 
he was made a General Officer; since which time he has served, 
as he says, in this country; and I know no man more de- 
serving. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Alexander Campbell. 

‘ My pear CAMPBELL, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th November, 1810. 

‘I have sad reports of the Lusitanian Legion pulling to 
pieces the houses in Alemquer. I request you to call before 
you Baron Eben, and the commanding officers of the Loyal 
Lusitanian Legion, and inform them that I have had reason 
to complain of that corps more frequently, since they joined 
the army, than I have of all the other corps of the army taken 
together ; and that I cannot but attribute the variety and the 
frequency of these acts of misconduct and indiscipline entirely 
to the want of attention on the part of their commanding and 
other officers;—that if I do not see an early change in the 
habits of that corps, I shall turn them out of the army, and 
send them to a distance from the other troops, with which they 
are unfit to serve; and I shall report to his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent the names of the officers whose inattention 
to their duty must be the cause of the gross misconduct of the 
troops. I shall also consider it my duty to report to his 
Majesty the names of the officers of his service who are serving 
in the Lusitanian Legion. 

‘Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General A. Campbell.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 

€ My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th November, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a copy of my dispatch of yesterday, to the 
Secretary of State. Since writing that letter, I have received 
further accounts of the position of the French army, which 
appears to be principally collected about Torres Novas and 
Golegad ; and I am afraid that I shall not be able to do any 
thing of importance with them, without putting matters in a 
state of risk. | 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th November, 1810. 
‘I have received your letter of the 25th. I think it much 
more probable that I shall have to retire, and resume our 
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position, than that I shall be able to advance. The enemy is 
in considerable strength at and on their right of the position 
of Santarem, and they have their whole army at Torres Novas, 
Golegad, &c., with a post at Leyria, and one on the other 
side of the Zezere, at Punhete. 

‘I could not attack them without incurring the risk of 
placing the fate of the Peninsula on the result of a general 
action, in which the advantage of ground would be much in 
favor of the enemy. Indeed, the continued state of the roads, 
and the swelling of the rivers, would prevent my moving for 
the present, even if it were desirable for other reasons ; and in 
the mean time, I received accounts last night of the advance 
through Lower Beira of a detachment of 6000 men of those 
troops which I had been informed were upon the frontier. 

* The larger body, I believe, still remains upon the frontier, 
at least they were still in Silveira’s front on the 17th. These 
accounts must prevent, for the present, at least, the execution 
of a plan which I had in contemplation to strike a blow on 
that detachment of the enemy which was across the Zezere. 

€ Under these circumstances, that to which I must look for 
General Hill’s corps, is to get the English infantry belonging 
to it back to Alhandra, as expeditiously as possible, when I 
shall find the enemy likely to advance again. I had settled 
the following plan for the passage of the whole corps. 

‘ First, that the artillery, cavalry, Portuguese infantry, and 
baggage, should march along the left bank to Aldea Galega, 
where I would have requested him to embark them in boats, 
and to have them carried over. 

‘Secondly, that the English infantry, about 5500 men, 
should embark in the flotilla at , and proceed in 
the boats at once to Alhandra, by the great western channel, 
if this part of the army should still be in possession of the right 
bank of the river, as far as Valada; if not, by the eastern chan- 
nel, covered by Lyceria. 

‘ A conversation, however, which I had yesterday with 
Sir Thomas Williams has induced me to alter this plan. It 
appears that it is desirable to get the boats down the river 
again, and the seamen into their ships; and I have settled with 
Sir Thomas Williams, that when it may be desirable to pass 
over General Hill’s corps, the flotilla shall come up to where 
the British infantry will embark, unless it ‘should be found 
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Lieut. General Viecrent Weilzngcon, KB. in Laret. Gas Hall. 


‘My pear Hriz, * Cactus, 26th November, 1316 3 par 

‘I have received vour letter of vesterdav. for whack I am 
much obliged to vou. The remforcement on its march through 
Lower Bera conssts certamiv of convaiescests amd detach- 
ments from the troops now in Portugal. It is saad by some 
to consist of 5000 to 6000: by others of 10.000 or 12,000 
men. The 9th corps does not form part of this remforcement. 
This corps is still on the frontiers of Castille. 

* I shall be very much obliged to you if you will order the 
6 pounders and howitzers mentioned in the enclosed letter, 
(which you sent to me,) and two 12 pounders, which came 
across the Tagus with General Fane. and all the ordnance and 
stores on the left bank of the river, with the exception of 
those belonging to your own corps, to be sent back to the 
arsenal at Lisbon without loss of time, by Aldea 

‘The rocket carriages may as well go back hkewise by the 
same route. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Laeut. General Hill, * WELLINGTON. 
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‘P.S. I shall be very glad to have the route and distances 
from opposite to Abrantes to Aldea Galega, with a draft of 
the route, if you can send it to me.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


© Mv pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th November, 1819. 

‘I have received your letter of the 25th with its enclosures. 
I have repeatedly written to Government respecting the pecu- 
niary wants of Portugal, but hitherto without effect. I have 
no doubt but that some more assistance must be given to this 
country. 

‘I do not like the Conde de Redondo’s paper, because he 
attempts to prove that we are in debt to the Government 
where no debt exists; and he attempts to prove this debt from 
a statement in a ministerial newspaper, instead of from the 
actual engagements of the Government, and the state of trans- 
actions under those engagements. 

‘ That which they ought to do is to make out a statement 
of their claims under the actual engagements of the British 
Government, and the payments ; they ought then to show what 
their actual receipts of revenue, contribution, &c. have been 
under the different heads, and their expenses; also their 
future expected income and expense; and from all this show 
how inadequate the subsidy from Great Britain is to defray 
the expense which it is intended to cover. 

‘I have had in contemplation different modes of increasing 
the army ; but I do not advise drafting any part of the militia. 
One thing to do is to make the Lusitanian Legion two regi- _ 
ments of Cacadores, and to add four other regiments of Caça- 
dores, and two regiments of the line. All this put together 
will make an increase to the establishments of 6000 men of 
infantry, which we want most. But it is impossible to do any 
thing of this kind with the existing Government. 

‘ You will have received the accounts from the north and 
Lower Beira. I doubt the 9th corps coming in. I believe 
the troops now marching through Lower Beira are the con- 
valescents and detachments belonging to the regiments already 
in Portugal. ° 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
x 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 


« My pear Hirt, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th November, 1810. 9 a.m, 

‘I have just received your letter, enclosing a number from 
Colonel Lobo, who appears, as usual, to think that the whole 
force of the enemy is coming upon him. I should think that 
one fact which he mentions in another letter, viz., ‘that the 
enemy have strongly fortified the church of Punhete, and have 
made entrenchments upon the road from thence to Abrantes,” 
might convince him that the enemy's measures on that side of 
the Zezere are ‘merely defensive, and that the force stationed 
‘here is intended to cover the march of the reinforcements and 
convoys coming through Lower Beira. 

‘There is one part of Colonel Lobo’s last letter which 
requires an immediate answer, and that is the postscript 
regarding the bridge. 

‘If the enemy should attack Abrantes, it was my intention 
to assist the place from the left of the Tagus, and in that view, 
the’ preservation of the bridge was an object: and I desired 
Fane to have it laid over the river, excepting four or five 
boats’on’ the right bank, which might be added when we should 
want to use the bridge. 

‘I am afraid, however, that the enemy might get at the 
boats of the bridge, notwithstanding the fire of the works of 
Abrantes ; and this being the case, I think, upon the whole, it 
would be best to take up the bridge, and have all the boats 
brought over to the left bank, there to be kept in charge of 
Don Carlos's people. We should thus keep up the communi- 
cation, and support the garrison by boats, in case it should be 
necessary. ‘ 

‘I beg you will read this letter to Colonel Lobo. 

‘I wish that the gentlemen in Abrantes, and particularly 
, would begin to have some little confidence in 
themselves, and in that which they have been repeatedly 
told ; viz., that the enemy can make no serious attack upon 
Abrantes without sending a large force across the Tagus; 
that he cannot send a large corps across the Tagus without 
exposing himself to loss on one side or the other; that if he 
makes an attack upon Abrantes without sending-a force across 
the Tagus, I must have it in my power, and will relieve and 
reinforce the place; and lastly, that the successful attack 
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upon Abrantes is impracticable, if these gentlemen are of 
* good heart and do their duty; and that the regular attack of 
the place at this season of the year is out of the question, and 
that the enemy are unprovided with means to undertake it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to —— and 
H. F. Sampayo, Esq. 


‘ GENTLEMEN, * Cartaxo, 28th November, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 27th 
stant, relative to the freight to be paid for transports to be 
sent to Algiers for corn. 

* Early in this month I received an application from his 
Majesty’s Minister at Lisbon, that I would request the Admi- 
ral to allow 3000 tons of transports to proceed to Algiers to 
bring back to Lisbon cargoes of corn, for which Mr. Sampayo, 
the importer of corn, would pay the usual freight for such a 
voyage. 

‘ In consequence of this application, I wrote on the 4th 
November a letter to Admiral Berkeley, of which | enclose a 
copy, and I am much disappointed to find that the vessels 
have not yet sailed, and that they are detained, because it is 
wished to aker the terms on which Mr. Sampayo himself re- 
quested that he should have the use of the vessels. 

‘It is impossible for me to interfere any further in this 
concern. If the vessels should sail, I shall consider myself 
bound to take care that Mr. Sampayo shall pay no more than 
the usual freight for such a voyage. If they should return 
without cargoes, and Mr. Sampayo must abide by 
the decision of the Treasury, to be exempted from all demands 
of freight ; to which indulgence I should think their claim 
would have been strengthened, if the vessels had been dis- 
patched at the moment they were applied for and granted ; 
and much valuable time had not been lost in discussions to 
make the bargain rather better. 

‘] have the honor to be, &c. 
‘—— and H. F. Sampayo, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


¢ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th November, 1810. 

‘From a letter which I received yesterday from 
and Mr. Sampayo, I am sorry to observe that the former has 
contrived at last to mix himself up in our concerns, by entering 
into partnership with the latter in the Algiers purchases of 
corn; and I recognise his efforts to make the bargain better, 
in the discussions which have lately taken place respecting 
freight, from which delay and inconvenience will, I am afraid, 
be experienced. | 

‘ It would be worth while to give Sampayo a hint that he 
will not improve his situation by a connexion with . 
He knows that I have always treated him handsomely, and 
have been disposed to give a liberal consideration to any state- 
ment of losses incurred by those who have served the army. 
But I will not be forced to authorize a bargain in the first 
instance which is inconsistent with the regulations and instruc- 
tions of the Treasury, which is what has invariably 
driven at since he has turned his mind to our concerns, and 
the consequence of Sampayo’s connexion with him will be that 
be will exclude himself from them in future. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 











Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 


6 My pear HILL, ‘Cartaxo, 29th November, 1810. Noon. 

‘I have received yours of the 29th, which ought to have 
been dated the 28th. 

‘ ] have had more trouble with Don Carlos de España and 
his provisions than I have with those of the whole army; and 
I am sorry to observe, from a letter which Marshal Sir W. 
Beresford put into my hands, that Don Carlos has threatened 
to make his soldiers take provisions wherever they can find 
them.. I beg that you will tell Don Carlos that I do not allow 
of such conduct in any officer or troops; and that if I find 
that he and his troops are guilty of that or any other miscon- 
duct, I shall have him provisioned to the frontiers of Estrema- 
dura, to which province he shall go. 
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‘ The inconvenience which Don Carlos has felt, if he has felt 
any, is to be attributed entirely to his own irregularity : first, 
in coming to Abrantes without any previous orders from the 
Marquis de la Romana, or any communication with me by 
which I could order arrangements to be made for his supply ; 
and secondly, from the total want of system and arrangement 
in his own brigade, and his want of officers to make the de- 
liveries to the troops. From this cause the Portuguese or 
British magazines are obliged not only to supply the articles 
for the consumption of his troops, but to supply commissaries 
to make the detailed deliveries to the troops. 

* When the Marquis de la Romana’s army came into Por- 
tugal, I promised to supply them with provisions, and those 
have been regularly supplied of whose march I have been ap- 
prized ; and, notwithstanding the irregularity of Don Carlos 
de España’s arrival, he has been supplied also. His com- 
plaints upon this subject have been without foundation, for it 
is a curious circumstance that on the very day I received the 
first of them, I likewise received from the Portuguese Govern- 
ment a representation of the expense of provision stores at 
Abrantes, by his being in the neighbourhood. 

‘ I had already given Fane directions upon this subject, and 
I beg now that you will settle whether Don Carlos de España’s 
brigade is to receive provisions from the magazine at Abrantes 
or from your commissary at Chamusca, or elsewhere; and you 
will direct accordingly that the quantity of provisions required 
for this brigade may be issued to the person or persons whom 
Don Carlos de España shall send to receive them, either daily 
or every two or three days, as you may find most convenient, 
upon the regular requisitions and receipts for the service. 

‘ I beg of you to send to Don Carlos de España a copy of 
this letter; and I can only say that if I shall receive any fur- 
ther complaints, either from, or of the conduct of, this brigade, 
I shall request the Marquess de la Romana to relieve me from 
the pain of having any thing to do with it. 

‘I am happy to learn that you are better. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to James Duff, Esq. 


‘My Dear Sie, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th November, 1810. 
‘I have received your letter of the 17th November, and I 
shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me know 
what are the causes, besides the scarcity of money, at Cadiz, 
which have prevented you from continuing your remittances 
of specie for the use of the army in this country. The mili- 
tary chest is now very low, and it would be very desirable to 
receive from you as much as it may be in your power to send. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ James Duff, Esq. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain Churchill. 


¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th November, 1810. 
‘I have received your note, and I have written to Lord 
Liverpool a letter in favor of Mrs. Catlin Craufurd, which 
will go by the post to-morrow. I know that Mrs. Craufurd is 
acquainted with Lord Wellesley, and I think she had better 
state her case to him herself. 
6 I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Captain Churchill.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My pear Lonn, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th November, 1810. 

‘ Captain Churchill, the aide de camp of the late Brigadier 
General Catlin Craufurd, has informed me that it is intended 
by his friends to apply to Government for some provision for 
his widow, who has been left with a large family in very bad 
circumstances. 

‘ Although General Craufurd was not killed in action, he 
certainly died of a fever which he caught in the performance 
of his duty in this country ; and as he was a respectable officer, 
who had served in the Peninsula with distinction, and I believe 
that his widow is a person of excellent character, I beg leave 
to recommend her case to the favorable consideration of Go- 
vernment. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to the Earl of Liverpool, 

Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th November, 1810. 

¢ I have the honor to enclose the copy of the draft of a letter 

which I have addressed to his Royal Highness the Prince 

Regent of Portugal, on the subject of the recent discussions 

which I have had with the local government of this country. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

6 My pear GENERAL, | ‘ Cartaxo, Ist December, 1810. 


‘General Lumley writes word that eight pieces of artillery, 
with ammunition, entered Santarem yesterday afternoon, of 
which I give you intelligence, although I think it of very little 
importance, and not a sign of any hostile movement on the 
part of the enemy. We had a patrole yesterday at Pernes, 
where the enemy have about four battalions, and as much, 
with two regiments of dragoons, at Alcanhede: this does not 
look very formidable. 

‘The reinforcement which had arrived at Cardigos has 
returned in some haste to Sobreira Formosa; a movement 
which I do not exactly understand. ‘The ordenanza do them 
much mischief, and they are in the greatest distress. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander tn Chief. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist December, 1810. 
‘I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have addressed 
to his Excellency the Commander in Chief, and a memorial 
by Colonel Lord Aylmer and Lieut. Colonels De Lancey and 
Elby, in which these officers express their desire to receive the 
medal which his Majesty has been graciously pleased to confer 
on certain officers of the British army lately. 
‘In transmitting this application from these officers, it is but 
justice to them to state that they have performed their duty 
in a most satisfactory manner, since they have been under my 
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command, and that there are no officers in the army who are 
more highly deserving of his Majesty’s favor. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 27th and 29th. I have 
had some reports on the Island of Lyceria, and I wait some 
further information to decide definitively upon the plan by 
which I shall get General Hill at the river again, if it should 
be necessary. 

‘I am obliged to you for the report on the late bridges of 
Villa Velha and Punhete. You see that wé shall require fresh 
materials for two bridges at least. 

‘ I have sent to inquire about the pontoon bridge which you 
mention at Villa Franca. 

‘The Commissary General and the Portuguese Government 
are now employed in carrying off the forage from the ground 
you mention, and I hope this object will be soon effected. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘Cartaxo, Ist December, 1810. 

* I shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind 
as to direct that the Flora transport, which is loaded with 
10,000 stand of arms, and accoutrements and stores, &c., may 
be sent to Cadiz under convoy; and that the Captain of the 
Flora may report his arrival to Mr. Wellesley, his Majesty’s 
Minister with the Regency, and deliver the letter which I 
have the honor to enclose. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral the ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Hon. G. Berkeley” 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 
6 My pear Hitt, * Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 1 P.M. 
‘ Adverting to the intelligence received this day from 
Colonel Lobo, that the enemy’s reinforcements have returned 
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from Cardigos to Sobreira Formosa, I wish that you would 
order Colonel Otway’s brigade of Portuguese dragoons to 
move up the Tagus by Gaviad and Niza, and observe what 
passes on the other side of the river, as far on as the little 
river Sever. Let him send to all the owners of barcas, or 
boats, to put them in places of security and concealment on 
the left of the Tagus. 
‘ I hope you are better. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill,’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘ J have requested Admiral Berkeley to send to Cadiz the 
Flora transport, which is Jaden with arms, and accoutrements 
and stores, of which I enclose you the return and the invoice, 
and this letter will be delivered by the master. 

‘1 beg that you will give directions that these arms, &c., 
may be issued to such of the Spanish corps as you may think 
proper. I rather think that the ordnance, &c., might be sent 
to General O'Donnell, in Catalonia, with much advantage. 

‘There is another transport in the Tagus, laden in the 
same manner, which I shall send to Cadiz as soon as I shall 
hear from you that men have been raised who are capable 
of taking these arms into their hands with any advantage 
to the cause. 

‘ [have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Rt, Hon. H. Wellesley. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 


‘The detachment of the enemy’s troops, whose advanced 
guard were engaged with Gencral Silveira on the 14th Novem- 
ber, passed to their left and appeared at Sabugal onthe Upper 
Coa, on the 19th, from whence they moved on by Belmonte 
and Fundaë, and by the two roads leading towards the Zezere, 
through Lower Beira. They arrived at Cardigos on the 25th, 
but I have since learned that they had returned again to 
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command, and that there are no officers in the army who are 
more highly deserving of his Majesty’s favor. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 27th and 29th. I have 
had some reports on the Island of Lyceria, and I wait some 
further information to decide definitively upon the plan by 
which I shall get General Hill at the river again, if it should 
be necessary. | 

‘I am obliged to you for the report on the late bridges of 
Villa Velha and Punhete. You see that we shall require fresh 
materials for two bridges at least. 

‘ I have sent to inquire about the pontoon bridge which you 
mention at Villa Franca. 

‘The Commissary General and the Portuguese Government 
are now employed in carrying off the forage from the ground 
you mention, and I hope this object will be soon effected. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Vice Admiral 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon, G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. . 

€ Si, ‘Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘T shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind 
as to direct that the Flora transport, which is loaded with 
10,000 stand of arms, and accoutrements and stores, &c., may 
be sent to Cadiz under convoy; and that the Captain of the 
Flora may report his arrival to Mr. Wellesley, his Majesty’s 
Minister with the Regency, and deliver the letter which I 
have the honor to enclose. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral the ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Hon. G. Berkeley” 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill, 
‘ My pear Hitt, * Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 1 P.M. 
‘ Adverting to the intelligence received this day from 
Colonel Lobo, that the enemy’s reinforcements have returned 
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from Cardigos to Sobreira Formosa, I wish that you would 
order Colonel Otway's brigade of Portuguese dragoons to 
move up the Tagus by Gaviad and Niza, and observe what 
passes on the other side of the river, as far on as the little 
river Sever. Let him send to all the owners of barcas, or 
boats, to put them in places of security and concealment on 
the left of the Tagus. 
‘ I hope you are better. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist December, 1810. 

‘ J have requested Admiral Berkeley to send to Cadiz the 
Flora transport, which is Jaden with arms, and accoutrements 
and stores, of which I enclose you the return and the invoice, 
and this letter will be delivered by the master. 

‘1 beg that you will give directions that these arms, &c., 
may be issued to such of the Spanish corps as you may think 
proper. I rather think that the ordnance, &c., might be sent 
to General O'Donnell, in Catalonia, with much advantage. 

‘There is another transport in the Tagus, laden in the 
same manner, which I shall send to Cadiz as soon as I shall 
hear from you that men have been raised who are capable 
of taking these arms into their hands with any advantage 
to the cause. 

‘ [have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Rt, Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 


‘The detachment of the enemy’s troops, whose advanced 
guard were engaged with General Silveira on the 14th Novem- 
ber, passed to their left and appeared at Sabugal onthe Upper 
Coa, on the 19th, from whence they moved on by Belmonte 
and Fundaÿ, and by the two roads leading towards the Zezere, 
through Lower Beira. They arrived at Cardigos on the 25th, 
but I have since learned that they had returned again to 
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command, and that there are no officers in the army who are 
more highly deserving of his Majesty’s favor. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 27th and 29th. I have 
had some reports on the Island of Lyceria, and I wait some 
further information to decide definitively upon the plan by 
which I shall get General Hill at the river again, if it should 
be necessary. | 

‘I am obliged to you for the report on the late bridges of 
Villa Velha and Punhete. You see that wé shall require fresh 
materials for two bridges at least. 

‘ I have sent to inquire about the pontoon bridge which you 
mention at Villa Franca. 

‘The Commissary General and the Portuguese Government 
are now employed in carrying off the forage from the ground 
you mention, and I hope this object will be soon effected. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. . 

€ Sir, *Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘T shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind 
as to direct that the Flora transport, which is loaded with 
10,000 stand of arms, and accoutrements and stores, &c., may 
be sent to Cadiz under convoy; and that the Captain of the 
Flora may report his arrival to Mr. Wellesley, his Majesty’s 
Minister with the Regency, and deliver the letter which I 
have the honor to enclose. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral the ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Hon. G. Berkeley” 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 
« My pear Hitt, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 1 P.3. 
‘ Adverting to the intelligence received this day from 
Colonel Lobo, that the enemy’s reinforcements have returned 
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from Cardigos to Sobreira Formosa, I wish that you would 
order Colonel Otway's brigade of Portuguese dragoons to 
move up the Tagus by Gaviad and Niza, and observe what 
passes on the other side of the river, as far on as the little 
river Sever. Let him send to all the owners of barcas, or 
boats, to put them in places of security and concealment on 
the left of the Tagus. 
‘ I hope you are better. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General Hill.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, * Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 

‘ ] have requested Admiral Berkeley to send to Cadiz the 
Flora transport, which is Jaden with arms, and accoutrements 
and stores, of which [ enclose you the return and the invoice, 
and this letter will be delivered by the master. 

‘1 beg that you will give directions that these arms, &c., 
may be issued to such of the Spanish corps as you may think 
proper. I rather think that the ordnance, &c., might be sent 
to General O'Donnell, in Catalonia, with much advantage. 

‘There is another transport in the Tagus, laden in the 
same manner, which I shall send to Cadiz as soon as I shall 
hear from you that men have been raised who are capable 
of taking these arms into their hands with any advantage 
to the cause. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Rt, Hon. H. Wellesley’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st December, 1810. 


‘The detachment of the enemy’s troops, whose advanced 
guard were engaged with General Silveira on the 14th Novem- 
ber, passed to their left and appeared at Sabugal on‘the Upper 
Coa, on the 19th, from whence they moved on by Belmonte 
and Fundaë, and by the two roads leading towards the Zezere, 
through Lower Beira. They arrived at Cardigos on the 25th, 
but I have since learned that they had returned again to 
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Sobreira Formosa, and even farther back towards Castello 
Branco. The ordenanza of Lower Beira have hung upon 
their rear in these movements, and have done them a good deal 
of mischief. 

‘This detachment consists of the troops which went out of 
Portugal with General Foy, who is gone to Paris; of the 
troops belonging to the three corps in Portugal, which had 
been left in garrison at Salamanca, Ciudad Rodrigo and 
Almeida; of three or four battalions which had been detached 
from the 8th corps, by order of the Emperor, and placed un- 
der the command of General Serras for the purpose of operat- 
ing upon the frontier ; and of the convalescents of the three 
corps, amounting to about 2400 men. 

_ *Tt is difficult to ascertain the precise numbers of this rein- 
forcement, but I should imagine that it does not exceed 
8000 men. 

‘The troops composing the 9th corps, which I find are the 
battalions that, in my dispatch of the 18th July, I informed 
your Lordship were assembled at Nantes and in that neigh- 
bourhood, have occupied the garrisons and stations in Castille, 
from which the troops that have lately entered Portugal have 
been drawn. 

‘I believe that these battalions of the 9th corps are com- 
posed of Germans, and I think it probable that there will be 
great disinclination to draw them into Portugal, on account of 
the desertion already experienced from the German troops, 
particularly on every occasion on which they have been near 
the British army. 

‘ The enemy continue to hold their position at Santarem, 
which they have strengthened considerably. ‘They have like- 
wise fortified a post at Punhete, on the left of the Zezere, pro- 
bably to cover the bridge over that river from any enterprises 
which might be attempted upon it by the garrison of Abrantes. 

‘They have reinforced their troops about Pernes and Alcan- 
hede, on the right of the position of Santarem, and all our 
movements in that quarter appear to be viewed with great 
jealousy. Indeed, I believe that the whole army is concen- 
trated in the neighbourhood of Torres Novas and Golegad; 
and that the 2nd corps holds the position of Santarem; and 
part of the 8th the posts on the right at Alcanhede and Pernes. 

‘The weather has continued to be very bad since the 
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middle of November, and the cross roads are impassable for 
artillery and very difficult for infantry, and the rivulets much 
swollen. Under these circumstances it would be still impossible 
to make any movement of importance upon the right flank of 
the enemy’s position at Santarem, in the course of which some 
divisions of troops would not be insulated and exposed to be 
cut off. But the enemy having concentrated their army in the 
neighbourhood of Torres Novas, &c., I do not propose to 
make any movement by which I shall incur the risk of involv- 
ing the army in a general action, in ground less advantageous 
than that which I had fixed upon to bring the contest to that 
issue. The enemy can be relieved from the difficulties of their 
situation only by the occurrence of some misfortune to the 
allied army ; and I shall forward their views by placing the 
fate of the campaign on the result of a general action, on 
ground chosen by them instead of on that selected by me. 

‘ I therefore propose to continue the operations of the light 
detachments on the flanks and rear of the enemy’s army, and 
to confine them as much as possible; but to engage in no 
serious affair in this part of the country on ground on which 
the result can be at all doubtful. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 19th ultimo, from 
which I learn that there was reason to believe that the enemy 
meditated a serious attack upon the position of the allies; and 
that his Majesty’s Minister and Lieut. General Graham had 
applied to General Campbell for the assistance of one battalion 
of infantry from Gibraltar. The preparations for this attack 
depending upon the removal of the boats lately arrived at 
Puerto St Maria to the Trocadero, are not yet in sufficient 
forwardness to occasion any immediate apprehension ; and in 
the mean time I shall be better enabled to form a judgment of 
the designs of the enemy in respect to this country. 

‘ If, however, I should find that they continue, and make any 
progress in their preparations for the proposed attack of the 
position of the allies at Cadiz, I shall immediately detach a 
body of troops to that quarter. 

‘From all accounts which I receive from Castello Branco, 
I learn that the guerrillas are very active, and have been very 
successful lately against the enemy. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool. | ‘ WELLINGTON. 
c 2 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
6 My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd December, 1810. 

* I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to Government; from 
which you will observe that I have received your letter of the 
17th November, and that from General Graham of the same 
date. 

‘I am of opinion that the enemy is not in a state of prepa- 
ration to make the supposed attack upon Puntales, and it is 
probable that they will not be in the requisite state of prepa- 
ration for some time. In the interval I shall be better enabled 
to judge than I am at present of the enemy's designs upon the 
country, and their means of carrying them into execution ; 
and if I should find that I can do it with safety, or if the 
enemy should get forward with their preparations for the 
attack of Puntales so as to render it clear that they intend to 
attack that point, I shall send a body of British troops to 
Cadiz. 

‘I now write to Lieut. General Graham to beg that he will, 
for the present, detain at Cadiz any troops that Lieut. General 
Stuart may send from Sicily for this country. 

‘Tam afraid that the Spaniards will bring us all to shame 
yet. It is scandalous that in the third year of their war, and 
having been more than a year in a state of tranquillity, and 
having sustained no loss of importance since the battle of 
Ocana, they should now be depending for the safety of 
Cadiz, the seat of their Government, upon having one or two 
more or less British regiments; and that after having been 
shut in for ten months, they have not prepared the works 
necessary for their defence, notwithstanding the repeated re- 
monstrances of General Graham and the British officers on the 
danger of omitting them. 

‘ The Cortes appear to suffer under the national disease in 
as great a degree as the other authorities, that is, boasting of 
the strength and power of the Spanish nation, till they are 
seriously convinced they are in no danger, and then sitting 
down quietly and indulging their national indolence. 

‘ I send you the Flora transport, with 10,000 stand of arms 
and sets of accoutrements, &c. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘The Rt. Hon, H. Wellesley,’ * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 


« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd December, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 19th November, and its 
enclosure. I think it probable that the enemy will experience 
great difficulty in making the preparations for the proposed 
attack upon Puntales, and in removing their boats and esta- 
blishing them in the Trocadero; and in the interval it might 
be expected that the works between the Cortadura and Pun- 
tales will be completed. 

* At all events, | shall be enabled to judge of the nature of 
the enemy’s designs on this country, and of their means of 
carrying them into execution, and if I should find that they 
get forward with their preparations for an attack upon you, or 
if they cannot collect the means of carrying on their attack 
here, I will send a body of British toops round to Cadiz. 

‘I think it is not impossible, in the existing situation of 
affairs in Sicily, that Lieut. General Sir John Stuart may de- 
tach the body of troops which he was directed to send to Por- 
tugal from Sicily ; and if he should do so, and they should go 
to Gibraltar or Cadiz, I request you to detain them at Cadiz 
till you shall hear further from me. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to you if you will communicate to 
me any thing that may occur, or any intelligence which you 
may receive by Ayamonte, as well as by the usual sea convey- 
ance by Lisbon. 

‘Mr. Wellesley will communicate to you the accounts 
which I have sent him of the situation of affairs here. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General Graham. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
. the Hon. W. Stewart. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd December, 1810. 10 a.m. 

‘I have just received your letter of the Ist, and I am much 
concerned to hear of the serious indisposition of Lieut. 
General Hill, who I hope will soon recover. In the mean time 
I am convinced that the service will be well carried on by you ; 
and I refer you to my letters to Lieut. General Hill for in- 
structions, and if you should entertain any doubt upon any 
point I shall hear from you. 


* 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘ My pear Sir, = © Cartaxo, 5th December, 1810: 
‘I shall be much obliged to you if you will order the 

Prince’s boat to be at Villa Franca to-morrow morning at 

eleven, instead of at Villa Nova; and I shall be able from 

thence to reach Almada, so as to be in time to see every thing. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th December, 1810. 

‘I am anxious to go down the river to see the ground on the 
left of the T'agus from Almada, and I have settled to go down 
to-morrow morning, if circumstances should permit, and have 
requested the Admiral to send the Prince’s boat to Villa 
Franca for me. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let Colonel 
Fletcher know that I shall be at Almada to-morrow between 
one and two, and that I shall be glad to meet him there. I 
shall also be much obliged to you if you will send over to 
Almada three or four horses, in order that I may reconnaitre 


the ground. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


« Colonel Peacocke. 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Charles Stuart, Esq. 
6 My bEar Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th December, 1810. 

‘I propose to go to Almada to-morrow, to look at the 
ground on the left of the Tagus: if circumstances should per- 
mit, and if you will give me leave, I will dine with you after- 
wards, previous to my return at night. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

°C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My DEAR SiR, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th December, 1810. 
‘From your letter of the 3rd, I am apprehensive that my 
address to the Prince Regent may have involved you in some 


1810. CARTAXO.. 27 


unpleasant discussions in the Regency, but after what had 
passed I could not avoid writing to the Prince, and it would 
not have been fair to transmit such a letter without sending it 
to the Government, that they might have an opportunity of 
justifying themselves. 

‘All my proceedings have been founded on the following 
principles :— 

‘ First, that by my appointment of Marshal General of the 
Portuguese army, with the same powers as were vested in the 
late Duque de la Foens, I hold the command of that army in- 
dependent of the local government of Portugal. 

‘Secondly, that by the arrangement made by the governors 
of the kingdom with the King’s Government, when Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford was asked for by the former to command the 
Portuguese army, it was settled that the Commander in Chief 
of the British army should direct the general operations of. 
the combined force. 

‘ Thirdly, that supposing that my appointment of Marshal 
General did not give me the independent control over the 
operations of the Portuguese army, or that as Commander in 
Chief of the British army, I did not possess the power of 
directing the operations of the whole, under the arrangement 
above referred to, it follows that either the operations of the 
two armies must have been separated, or the Portuguese Go- 
vernment must have had the power of directing the operations 
of the British army, as well as those of the Portuguese army. 

‘ Fourthly, it never was intended that both armies should 
be exposed to the certain loss which would have been the 
consequence of a disjointed operation; and undoubtedly his 
Majesty’s Government never intended to give over the British 
army to the governors of this kingdom to make ducks and 
drakes with. 

‘ The governors of the kingdom must, in their reply to my 
letter, either deny the truth of these principles, or they must 
prove that my charge against them is without foundation, and 
that they did not delay and omit to adopt various measures 
recommended by me and Marshal Beresford, calculated to 
assist and correspond with the operations of the armies, upon 
the proposition and under the influence of Principal Souza, 
under the pretence of discussing with me the propriety of my 
military arrangements. 
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‘If you think it proper, you may make this an official com- 
munication, and show it to the governors of the kingdom. At 
all events it may be of use to you in the communication you 
may have upon this subject in the Regency. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


= 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut, General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 


6 My pear Corton, ‘ Cartaxo, 7th December, 1810. 
‘ I will dine with you on Monday next with great pleasure. 
‘In respect to your going to England, I wish you would 

wait till January, in order that we may see the result of Gene- 

ral Foy’s journey to Paris, and its effect upon the state of 
affairs here, which we must soon know. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General WELLINGTON. 

Sir 8. Cotton, Bart. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My Lorp, » ‘ Cartaxo, 7th December, 1810. 
‘I am aware that it is not, in general, advisable to take any 
notice of the falsehoods published by the French Government ; 
but having it in my power to give so complete a contradiction 
to the letter supposed to have been written from Viseu, by the 
Intendant General Lambert, on the 5th October, as published 
in the Moniteur, and to show, not only that the contents of 
that letter are false, but that in fact such a letter could not 
have been written by Lambert, or any other French agent, or 
at any time after the 28th September, I trouble your Lord- 
ship upon the subject. 
¢ The account by Massena himself of the battle of Busaco, 
which I transmitted to you on the 8th November, will show 
that M. Lambert could not have received from the French 
Commander in Chief the account which he is supposed to have 
forwarded ; and the enclosed memorandum of the operations 
of the different Portuguese detachments in Upper Beira, from 
27th September to the 7th October, will show your Lordship 
» that neither M, Lambert, nor any other Frenchman, could 
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unpleasant discussions in the Regency, but after what had 
passed I could not avoid writing to the Prince, and it would 
not have been fair to transmit such a letter without sending it 
to the Government, that they might have an opportunity of 
justifying themselves. 

‘All my proceedings have been founded on the following. 
principles :— 

‘ First, that by my appointment of Marshal General of the 
Portuguese army, with the same powers as were vested in the 
late Duque de la Foens, I hold the command of that army in- 
dependent of the local government of Portugal. 

‘Secondly, that by the arrangement made by the governors 
of the kingdom with the King’s Government, when Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford was asked for by the former to command the 
Portuguese army, it was settled that the Commander in Chief 
of the British army should direct the general operations of 
the combined force. 

‘ Thirdly, that supposing that my appointment of Marshal 
General did not give me the independent control over the 
operations of the Portuguese army, or that as Commander in 
Chief of the British army, I did not possess the power of 
directing the operations of the whole, under the arrangement 
above referred to, it follows that either the operations of the 
two armies must have been separated, or the Portuguese Go- 
vernment must have had the power of directing the operations 
of the British army, as well as those of the Portuguese army. 

‘ Fourthly, it never was intended that both armies should 
be exposed to the certain loss which would have been the 
consequence of a disjointed operation ; and undoubtedly his 
Majesty’s Government never intended to give over the British 
army to the governors of this kingdom to make ducks and 
drakes with. 

‘ The governors of the kingdom must, in their reply to my 
letter, either deny the truth of these principles, or they must 
prove that my charge against them is without foundation, and 
that they did not delay and omit to adopt various measures 
recommended by me and Marshal Beresford, calculated to 
assist and correspond with the operations of the armies, upon 
the proposition and under the influence of Principal Souza, 
under the pretence of discussing with me the propriety of my 
military arrangements. 
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‘If you think it proper, you may make this an official com- 
munication, and show it to the governors of the kingdom. At 
all events it may be of use to you in the communication you 
may have upon this subject in the Regency. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


>) 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lteut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 


6 My pear Corton, ‘ Cartaxo, 7th December, 1810. 
‘I will dine with you on Monday next with great pleasure. 
‘In respect to your going to England, I wish you would 

wait till January, in order that we may see the result of Gene- 

ral Foy’s journey to Paris, and its effect upon the state of 
affairs here, which we must soon know. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 

« Lieut. General WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

6 My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 7th December, 1810. 

‘I am aware that it is not, in general, advisable to take any 
notice of the falsehoods published by the French Government ; 
but having it in my power to give so complete a contradiètion 
to the letter supposed to have been written from Viseu, by the 
Intendant General Lambert, on the 5th October, as published 
in the Moniteur, and to show, not only that the contents of 
that letter are false, but that in fact such a letter could not 
have been written by Lambert, or any other French agent, or 
at any time after the 28th September, I trouble your Lord- 
ship upon the subject. 

¢ The account by Massena himself of the battle of Busaco, 
which I transmitted to you on the 8th November, will show 
that M. Lambert could not have received from the French 
Commander in Chief the account which he is supposed to have 
forwarded ; and the enclosed memorandum of the operations 
of the different Portuguese detachments in Upper Beira, from 
27th September to the 7th October, will show your Lordship 
that neither M, Lambert, nor any other Frenchman, could 


18L0. CARTAXO. 29 


have heard at Viseu what was passing at Coimbra on the first 
five days of October, or could have written from Viseu after 
the 28th of September, or could have sent to the frontier 
after the 3rd October. 

‘I believe that M. Lambert did not enter Portugal till the 
14th November, with Gardanne’s division, at which time he 
was made prisoner by General Silveira, in his attack upon the 
advanced guard of that division. 

‘I have also to mention that I have reason to believe that 
General Drouet, who is stated to have forwarded M. Lam- 
bert’s letter, and to have written himself upon the same subject 
from Valladolid on the 12th of October, did not arrive in that 
city till the 20th of October. 

‘These circumstances will tend to show to your Lordship 
the miserable expedients which the French Government adopt, 
and the falsehoods which they publish, to deceive the people 
of France and of the Continent on the real state of affairs in 
the Peninsula. 

‘T have the honor to be, &e. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


©‘ My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 7th December, 1810. 

‘I enclose a return of the number of men and horses re- 
quired to complete the regiments of British cavalry in this 
country. 

‘As the appointments of the heavy cavalry are so much 
more weighty than those of the light dragoons, and the larger 
horses of the former are with difficulty kept in condition, it 
would have been desirable to have a larger proportion of the 
light dragoons, or hussars, with this army ; but as the officers, 
the men, and their horses, are now accustomed to the food 
they receive, and to the climate, I do not recommend that the 
regiments should be changed, or that any additional regiments 
should be sent out, excepting possibly the remaining two 
squadrons of the 3rd Hussars, K.G.L., of which two squadrons 
are already at Cadiz. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe that nearly 1000 horses are 
wanting to complete the several regiments to the number of 
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men they now have, and 1460 to complete to their several 
establishments. 

‘ I would recommend that no horses should be sent for ser- 
vice to this country which will not be six years old in May; 
and that mares should be sent in preference to horses, as it has 
been found that they bear the work better than the horses. 

‘I also beg leave to recommend that about 50 or 60 horses 
or mares of a superior description should be purchased, at the 
price of £40 or £50 each, as a remount for the officers of 
the cavalry, who cannot find horses in the Peninsula at present 
fit for this service, and would pay this price for these horses. 

‘ As great difficulty has been experienced in making shoes 
and shoe nails for the horses of the cavalry by their farriers, 
particularly after the cavalry have been actively employed for 
any length of time, and many horses have been consequently 
lost, I recommend that 4000 sets of horse shoes, and a double 
proportion of horse shoe nails, should be sent to the Commis- 
sary General for the use of the cavalry, of the same descrip- 
tion with those provided for the horses of the Royal Artillery. 

¢ The regiments to which these shoes would be issued 
would of course pay for them. 

‘¢ [ have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 8th December, 1810. 

‘The detachment of the enemy's troops commanded by 
General Gardanne, which I reported to you in my last dis- 
patch had returned to Sobreira Formosa, have continued 
their march to the frontier, and, by the last accounts, had 
entered Spain. 

‘I have not heard that this detachment had any communi- 
cation with the enemy’s troops on the left of the Zezere, from 
whom they were distant about three leagues. I understand, 
that having lost some prisoners, taken by a patrole, and by a 
party of the Ordenanza which accompanied Lieut. Colonel the 
Hon. F. Ponsonby on a reconnaissance from Abrantes to the 
river Codes, they made very particular inquiries respecting 
the positition of Lieut. General Hill's corps, and the means 
which the allies possessed of crossing the T'agus at Abrantes ; 
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and having commenced their march from Cardigos towards the 
Codes in the morning, they retired about eleven with great 
precipitation, and continued their retreat in the same manner, 
till they reached the frontier. They were followed by the 
Ordenanza, who did them much mischief on the march, and 
took much baggage from-them. The enemy destroyed many 
horses and mules which could not keep up with them; and 
this march, if it was ordered by superior authority, and is 
connected with any other arrangement, had every appearance, 
and was attended by all the consequences of a precipitate and 
forced retreat. 

‘No alteration of any importance has been made in the 
position of the enemy's troops since I addressed your Lord- 
ship on the Ist instant, and I have received no accounts from 
Cadiz of a later date than the 19th November. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
+ The Eari of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, _ © Cartaxo, 8th December, 1810, 

‘ I enclose some papers put into-my hands by Mr. Kennedy. 
I was always certain of the result of the formation of these 
depéts of carts. They cannot require the number they seize 
by embargo, and keep at the depôts, to the great injury-of 
the service. 

‘Mr. Kennedy states that we have not a single cart 
employed, and I know that there is not one with the army. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* C, Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


‘My near SiR, ‘ Cartaxo, 8th December, 1810. 9 A.M. 
‘ J have just received your letter of the 7th, 2 p.m., and I 
am obliged to you for having turned your mind to the attack 
of the enemy on the left bank of the Zezere. 
‘I am afraid that I have already rendered the enemy's 
retreat through Lower Beira more difficult and dangerous. 
than I ought, considering, that without incurring the risk of 
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great loss and possible failure, in a general attack upon his 
position, I cannot attempt to remove him from this country by 
main force. 

‘ The destruction of the bridge of the Zezere will increase 
the difficulties of a march which every view of military policy 
ought to induce me to wish that the enemy might attempt. 

‘ But I have other objections to the plan besides the above 
stated, referable to its general policy. In the situation in 
which the enemy is placed at present, I can do him no serious 
mischief on this side. It is impossible to attack the position 
of Santarem in front; and all movements on its right flank 
are, and have been, for the last three weeks, prevented by the 
state in which the rains have rendered the roads. The 
French know this as well as we do, and they scarcely observe 
those roads. 

‘This being the case, the enemy’s whole force, which is 
pretty well concentrated about ‘Torres Novas, Golegad, &c., 
might be thrown across the Zezere upon your attacking corps. 
You have certainly a secure retreat upon Abrantes, and I 
have no doubt but that you could effect your retreat across the 
Tagus. But if this retreat were pressed at all, (and if they 
were to throw any thing across the Tagus below the Zezere, 
it must be pressed,) the moral effect upon the garrison of 
Abrantes might have for its consequence the loss of the place. 

‘You may depend upon it, that this plan of attack upon 
the enemy’s post upon the Zezere has been adverted to and 
well considered by me, as well as other modes of annoying the 
enemy; and I have stated to you frankly the considerations 
which have induced me not to adopt it. 

‘In all cases of this kind, we must consider not only the 
number of our troops, but their description, and the moral 
effect upon them of the result of any particular operation ; 
and I assure you that I have no doubt that even the whole 
of General Hill's corps would, under present circumstances, 
be unequal to the proposed task ; that it would be obliged to 
make its retreat, without loss of time, across the Tagus, in 
order not to lose its communication with the army; and that 
the result of this retreat, the cause of which would neither be 
known nor felt by the troops in the garrison of Abrantes, 
would probably be the loss of that place. 
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‘If there was time, I could state facts to you which would 
make this consequence as clear to you as it is to me. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General | © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Lieut. General Graham. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th December, 1810. 

‘ I have this day received your letter of the 25th November, 
informing me of your having detained at Cadiz five companies 
of the Chasseurs Britanniques, arrived from Sicily. You will 
have learned from mine of the 2nd instant, that you had thus 
anticipated the directions which it contained. 

‘ I find from a letter from the Secretary of State, that 
positive orders have been transmitted to Sir John Stuart to 
send the troops from Sicily, and I beg you to detain them all 
at Cadiz. 

‘Mr. Wellesley will communicate to you all the intelligence 
from hence. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Lieut. General Graham. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th December, 1810. 
‘ I have received the directions of the Secretary of State to 
request that empty horse ships for the conveyance of 500 
horses may be sent to Plymouth, as soon as may be convenient, 
together with such store ships and victuallers as may have 
discharged their cargoes, and are still in the Tagus. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will order the 
Agent of Transports to comply with these directions, and to 
send me a return of the vessels and their tonnage which he 
will send in consequence of them. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral * WELLINGTON, 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hen. G. Berkeley. 
‘My pear Sin, © Cartaxo, 9th December, 1810. 

‘I have desired that every assistance may be given by the 
engineer at Alhandra to the officer employed to take down the 
bridge from Villa Franca. 

‘ Besides the orders from Government respecting horse 
ships, and store ships, and victuallers, they have directed that 
some ships for the transport of infantry should be sent to 
Plymouth. But before I request you to send them, I shall 
be very much obliged to you if you will desire the Agent to 
let me know how we stand in respect to these vessels. Some, 
I know, are gone for corn to Algiers. 

¢ Believe me, &c. 
« Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th December, 1816. 
‘ The Secretary of State has consented to my request to be 
permitted to make an allowance to the officers, petty officers, 
and seamen of the fleet under your command, employed 
at the telegraphs in the line of country which has been forti- 
fied; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let 
me know what allowance you think it proper should be made 
to them, from the period at which they went to the telegraphs. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 
‘ My pear GENERAL, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th December, 1816. 

‘ As I was desirous of dispatching the mail yesterday at an 
early hour, I did not answer your letter when I received it. 

‘ Our operations depend so much upon those of the enemy, 
that it is impossible for me to say at what period officers might 
with propriety go to England, but I should think that the 
enemy are now waiting for the result of the report to the 
Emperor sent by General Foy ; and that the orders from 
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Paris will decide what they are to do, and whether I can give 
leave with propriety to any body. 

‘ I shall be very happy to attend to your wishes, but I 
would beg you to reflect whether, considering the situation in 
which you stand in the army, it is desirable that you should 
go home upon leave. 

‘ Adverting to the number of General Officers senior to you 
in the army, it has not been an easy task to keep you in your 
command ; and if you should go, I fear that I should not be 
able to appoint you to it again, or to one that would be #0 
agreeable to you, or in which you could be so useful. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 
‘My near Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th December, 1816. 


‘I have received your ‘letter of the 29th November, by 
O’Lalor, who arrived this morning. 

‘I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Secretary of 
State, which contains all the news that I have. 

* Lord Liverpool tells me that Sir John Stuart has been 
positively ordered to send the troops from Sicily to Portugal, 
so that you may expect to be in strength again at Cadiz. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 
€ My pear Torrens, ‘ Cartaxo, 11th December, 1810. 

‘The representation which I send herewith from Lord 
Aylmer, Lieut. Colonels Delancey and Ellay, will, I fear, not 
be attended to; but it is possible that the Commander in Chief 
may think it proper to confer the medal on those officers. 

‘ Some of the General Officers have applied to me to know 
whether, upon ordinary occasions, they might not wear the 
ribband of the medal at the button hole, instead of round the 
neck. This would be a more convenient way of wearing it, 
and they would wear it consequently more frequently, which 
would be desirable; and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
let me know whether there is any objection to what is proposed. 

pd 2 
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‘ Our last accounts from England are of the 31st October. 
A vessel has come into Lisbon, bringing papers of the 8th; 
and it is inconceivable how anxious we all are to receive ac- 
counts of the good King’s health. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
6 My Dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 11th December, 1810. 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 10th instant, and I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will send forage on board 
the cavalry transports, which will go to England. 

‘I think you might send 2000 tons of the 6000 tons destined 
for the Marquis de la Romana, which quantity, together with 
the Romulus, and the two infantry transports you mention as 
having proceeded with the empty victuallers, will answer all 
their purposes in England. 

6 Believe me, &c. 


* Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 


‘My DEAR SIR, ‘ Cartaxo, 12th December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letter of the 8th, and I assure you 
that I was much gratified by the perusal of Dr. Nogueira’s 
papers. They contain a strong proof of his good sense, of the 
just view he has taken of the interests of his country, and of 
his attachment to his Prince. 

‘ The officers who have been sent back from England were 
stated to me to be persons who ought not to be allowed to 
remain in this country, and on that account I recommended 
that they should be sent away ; and all that was required from 
the English Government, was to allow them to remain in 
England during the existing crisis in Portugal. As, how- 
ever, they have sent them back, it is a matter of indifference 
to me what becomes of them. The Portuguese Government 
will either allow them to land and employ them, or they will 
send them back again to England, or away, elsewhere, as they 
may think proper, as I consider that I have nothing to say to 
these persons, or to any subject of this description. 
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‘I have given to the Marquis de la Romana the letter I got 
from Azanza to Urquijo. I acknowledge that I wish that we 
had kept sacred the intercepted letters. As it is, however, 
these may have some effect. 

‘ I rather believe that the signatures are not regularly official. 

‘Champagny’s ought to be—‘ Le Ministre des Affaires 
Estrangerés, Duc de, &c., &c., &c. ‘¢ Cham pagny.”’ 

‘ Maret’s ought to be— Le Sécretaire d’Etat, Duc de, 
&c., &e., &e. ‘6 H. B. Maret.” 

* Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th December, 1810. 

‘ I enclose to you the letter which I have received from my 
brother, upon the proposal that the Marquis de la Romana 
and his corps should go to Cadiz, and copies of my answers. 
Return these papers. 

‘IT have not communicated to the Marquis your letter of 
the 12th, or the intelligence it contains ; but I asked him this 
morning whether the Regency had ever entertained or ex- 
pressed any disapprobation of his junction with us; and he 
told me that they had, on the contrary, expressed their entire 
approbation of it. 

‘It is difficult to understand the Spaniards exactly, they 
are such a mixture of haughtiness and low intrigue. The 
Marquis de la Romana and the officers about him are, I 
believe, perfectly satisfied with their reception here, and the 
manner in which they have been treated. I have been very 
civil also to all the other officers, as far as they have come 
within my reach ; and they have been treated with great atten- 
tion by all the General Officers of the army; and their men 
are as well, if not better off than our own. But I always 
doubt a Spaniard being satisfied with any thing ; and I should 
not be surprised if O’Donnell particularly, and possibly others, 
expressed dissatisfaction at being here. _ 

‘ However, from the énclosed letters, you will see that the 
motive for calling the Marquis de la Romana is entirely dif- 
ferent from what is supposed by the person who gave you 
the information; and I think it not unlikely that the dissatis- 
faction_of the Government with the Marquis’s conduct, and 
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the intrigues of officers and others against him, on account of 
his coming -here, have been whispered about, in order to in- 
duce him more willingly to go to Cadiz. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 
‘ My pear Henry, ‘Cartaxo, 13th December, 1810. 


‘I have received your letter of the 2nd instant. There is 
no doubt but that the services of the corps of the Marquis de 
la Romana can now be spared from Portugal; and as there is 
no longer any prospect that the British army will be under 
the necessity of embarking, the other reason which induced 
the Marquis de la Romana to join this army with his troops, 
viz , that he might save those troops for Spain, no longer exists. 
But although there is no longer any necessity for the Marquis 
dela Romana’s continuance in Portugal, or being joined to this 
army, it is in my opinion essentially necessary that he and his 
army should remain in this part of the Peninsula. 

‘The Marquis de la Romana is the only link by which I 
communicate with Spain at all. He is at the head of affairs 
in Estremadura, and he is in constant communication with 
persons of all descriptions in Castille and in the neighbouring 
provinces ; and is the principal promoter and encourager of 
the operations of the parties of guerrillas, by whom alone the 
war is carried on now in these parts of Spain. 

‘ If the Marquis de la Romana and his corps should be called 
to Cadiz, not only there will be an end to all my communica- 
tions with Spain, and to the warfare of the guerrillas, but it 
must be expected that Badajoz will fall, and the province of 
Estremadura will submit to the enemy upon the first appear- 
ance of a second attack. 

‘ Mendizabel, who now commands in that province under 
the Marquis, is a valuable officer. He will, I am convinced, 
do his duty in every situation in which he is placed; but a 
very erroneous estimate is formed of the services rendered by 
the Marquis de la Romana, and of the abilities of Mendizabel, 
or of any of the officers under the command of the Marquis de 
Ja Romana, if it 1s supposed that he or any of them can at all 
supply his place. 
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‘I have already informed you and General Graham, that 
if the positions of the allies on the Isla de Leon should be 
seriously threatened, I would send troops from hence to Cadiz ; 
and I have requested General Graham to detain the troops on 
their passage from Sicily to this country ; and I have no hesi- 
tation in declaring that I should consider it less detrimental to 
the cause of the allies to detach from this army to Cadiz a 
force equal in number to the corps which the Marquis de la 
Romana commands, and which is now joined to us, than that 
the Marquis should leave this part of the Peninsula himself, 
with the troops which he commands. 

‘Under these circumstances, I have availed myself of the 
latitude afforded me by S* de Bardaxi’s note of the 2nd 
instant, to prevail upon the Marquis de la Romana to wait 
here for the answer to the representations which we now send. 
to Cadiz, upon the orders which the Regency have transmitted 
to him. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
* My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th December, 1810. 

‘The Marquis de la Romana has communicated to me a 
private and confidential note which he has received from Don 
E. de Bardaxi, from which it appears that the real motive for 
calling him and his corps to Cadiz is very different from that 
stated in the public notes. 

‘It appears to me that the Government are strengthening 
themselves against the Cortes, or a party in the Cortes. Bar- 
daxi talks of his silencing “ les brailleurs” by his presence ; 
and of his preventing the mischief which it appears that some 
persons, ignorant of the public business and of the state of 
affairs, are disposed and have the power to do. 

‘I do not know whether I havea correct notion of Bardaxi’s 
letter to the Marquis, but he entertains the same; and it is 
clear to both of us that the measure of calling him and his 
troops to Cadiz is founded upon domestic political expediency, 
rather than upon military necessity. 

* The Marquis de la Romana therefore sends his confidential 


aide de camp, , to Cadiz, who will deliver to you these 
* 
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letters, and who will inform himself of the real state of affairs, 
and bring back an answer without loss of time. 

‘ It may be useful, however, to let you know that the Mar- 
quis's officers and troops are like others of the same description. 
Although much attached to him personally, it must not be 
supposed that he could depend upon their implicit obedience 
in a contest with the people of Cadiz, much less with a popular 
assembly. If it is supposed that the Cortes are doing mischief 
(of which I acknowledge that I have long had no doubt, and I 
am convinced that they have done no good), the best mode of 
providing a remedy for that mischief is to keep such men as 
the Marquis de la Romana and the Catalonian O’Donnell and 
their armies clear of the influence of that body, and of the 
intrigues which must always prevail more or less at the place 
in which they are assembled. 

‘At all events, I am of opinion that the Marquis de la 
Romana and his troops can do no good in Cadiz, and that 
they may be entirely destroyed there, if they attempt to inter- 
fere with the Cortes; and that in the mean time the absence 
of the Marquis de la Romana, and of his troops, from this part 
ofthe Peninsula, will be a fatal blow to the cause of the allies. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. © WELLINGTON. 


‘The Marquis is anxious that Bardaxi should not know 
that I have seen his letter.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 

‘My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 4 p.w. 

‘I have received your note, containing the suggestion re- 
garding the bridge of Abrantes. As the bridge is taken up, 
preparatory measures may as well be adopted to enable us to 
fit it at any other part of the river; but I have boats and 
materials for a bridge near Salvaterra, which I had intended 
to throw over the Zezere, and which might be used to cross 
General Hill’s corps over the Tagus, below the Zezere, if ex- 
pedient. 

‘ J have no idea that the enemy will make any movement of 
importance till they shall receive orders from Paris. They 
are certainly not moving towards the Alva, and their cavalry 
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have returned from the neighbourhood of Coimbra. They 


are preparing themselves most on the side of the Zezere. 
¢ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major General : ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
6 My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘ No alteration has been made in the enemy’s position in 
front of this army since I had the honor of addressing you on 
the 8th instant, and all the deserters and prisoners continue to 
report the distress which the troops suffer. 

‘ The enemy detached a body of cavalry, consisting of four 
regiments, towards Coimbra ; but finding that town occupied 
by General Bacellar, they have returned again to their station 
in the rear of the right of this army. 

‘I am concerned to forward the enclosed report from Mar- 
shal Sir W. C. Beresford, of the death of Captain Fenwick, 
the late Commandant of Obidos. During the last two months 
he bad been engaged more than twenty times with the enemy’s 
foraging parties, and I have had several opportunities of report- 
ing his success. Upon this last occasion he had made an attack 
upon, and had driven in, a party consisting of 80 grenadiers, 
in the neighbourhood of , near Alcobaga, who had 
come there in search of provisions, having under his command 
a detachment of the same number of the militia of the garrison 
of Obidos, and was pursuing them when he was mortally 
wounded, and he died on the 10th. We have thus sustained 
a great loss ; and he is lamented by all who had any knowledge 
of his gallantry and exertions. 

‘ It is generally reported that the battalions composing the 
Oth corps have marched towards Madrid, where preparations 
are making for the assembly of a large body of troops ; but I 
have not yet received this report from those channels of intel- 
ligence in Castille on which I can rely. It is certain, however, 
that all these troops, as well as Gardanne’s detachment, have 
retired from the frontiers of Portugal. 

‘ The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are 
dated the 2nd instant. The Chasseurs Britanniques had ar- 
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rived there from Sicily, and had been detained there by Lieut. 
General Graham, by my desire. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool. 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lonn, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 24th September, by Colonel Downie of the Spanish ser- 
vice ; and I wish to draw your Lordship’s attention to what has 
already passed respecting the legion to be raised by that 
gentleman. 

‘ In the course of the last year I had requested the Central 
Junta, through his Majesty’s Minister, to refrain from grant- 
ing commissions to officers in the service of his Majesty, or to 
British subjects serving in the army of the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, without previously consulting me. 

« The commission of Colonel was granted to Mr. Downie, 
and he was appointed to raise a legion in Estremadura, by the 
Central Junta and confirmed by the late Regency ; but I had 
no previous knowledge of this arrangement, and the first intel- 
ligence I received of it was from that gentleman himself, after 
he had received his commission, accompanied by a request that 
I would permit him to absent himself from his duty as an 
Assistant Commissary with this army, in order that he might 
perform his engagements to the Spanish Government. 

‘I declined complying with this request, and referred Mr. 
Downie to the Treasury, and he went home the last summer 
upon leave of absence on account of his health; and is now 
come out with the letter from your Lordship of the 24th Sep- 
tember, and a letter from the Commander in Chief, of the 24th 
November, directing me to give him the assistance of British 
officers from this army to train and discipline his troops. 

‘From the knowledge I have of Mr. Downie’s character 
and qualifications, I have no doubt whatever that the Spanish 
cause will derive advantage from his being employed to raise 
in Estremadura and command a legion, but my approbation of 
the measure of employing him goes no farther. 

‘ Although Mr. Downie has talents and spirit to qualify him 
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for such an employment, it is not fit, in my opinion, to place 
British officers under bis command ; and so far to risk the cha- 
racter of the British army in this concern. 

‘ There is no doubt but that the greatest benefit would be 
derived from the employment of British officers with the 
Spanish troops, but this measure must be connected with others 
of reform of the Spanish military system ; regular means must 
be adopted to feed, clothe, discipline, and pay the troops, or 
the efforts of these officers must fail; at the same time that 
their characters, as well as that of the British army, and that 
of the person who should approve of their being thus employed, 
would suffer for their failure. 

‘T should besides think it proper that an officer of the 
British army should be employed to command that portion of 
the Spanish army to which these British officers should be 
attached. 

‘Your Lordship will observe, therefore, that I do not ap- 
prove of employing British officers with the legion to be raised 
in Estremadura by Colonel Downie ; but even if I did approve 
of this measure, it would be totally out of my power to give 
him any assistance of this description from this army. 

‘ I enclose a return of the number of officers belonging to 
this army employed with the Portuguese troops; from which 
your Lordship will see that the Portuguese army has received 
but a very small proportion of assistance from other parts of 
the British army not employed here; and it is impossible to 
allow the officers of the regiments in Portugal to quit their 
corps to go and serve in a legion to be raised in Spain. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 


‘I enclose a return of horse and infantry transports, and of 
victuallers, which has been sent to England in consequence of 
your Lordship’s orders of the 24th November. 

‘1 have sent horse transports for about 530 horses, includ- 
ing the Trafalgar, (N.E.) in case your Lordship should think 
proper to send by this occasion a certain proportion of the 
remount horses for the cavalry; and besides the 2500 tons of 
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infantry transports (including the Melonetho and Langiey) 
the Romulus troop ship has been sent. 

‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the report of two boards of 
survey on shoes issued to the regiments of this army by the 
Commissariat, which were received from England. 

‘It is very desirable that the storekeepers i in England should 
understand that there is no use in sending to this country any 
articles which are not of the best quality for service. They 
are of no use to the troops; are an useless expense to the pub- 
lic ; and occasion a great disappointment. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
: © My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘I enclose two letters which have been written to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, respecting Lieut. L. Victor Künchler, a 
Swiss officer in the service of France, who was taken prisoner 
in the spring of 1809, at Chaves in Portugal. 

‘ Sir W. C. Beresford is desirous that this officer should be 
exchanged, or should be allowed to go to France from England 
on his parole, not to serve against the allies until exchanged ; 
and I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if you will 
give directions that his parole may be taken, and that he may 
be sent to France accordingly, and that the parole may be sent 
to this country. 


6 I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lonon, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 


‘I enclose the weekly state of the 8th, and the weekly 
return of the sick to the 9th instant. 
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* I am concerned to add that since this report has been made, 
an increased degree of sickness has appeared in the 3rd bat- 
talion of the Royals, the 4th and 9th regiments, all of which 
had been in Walcheren. But I attribute the sickness of these 
regiments not to that cause alone, but to the irregularity of the 
soldiers; who, contrary to repeated orders, have burnt as fire- 
wood the doors and windows, and, in some instances, the roofs 
of the houses in which they have been cantoned; and they 
have been, consequently, exposed to the weather. 

‘ The troops of the 5th division, to which these regiments 
belong, have been less exposed by their duty than any others 
in the army; and yet they are now the only division in which 
there is any appearance of sickness. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Eari of Liverpool.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major_General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


‘ My pear Sir, * Cartaxo, 16th December, 1810. 5 P.M. 

‘ As the enemy have certainly gone out of Colonel Otway’s 
reach, it is desirable, with a view as well to the subsistence 
of his troops, as that he may be nearer to you if wanted, that 
he should be drawn back again to the neighbourhood of Cha- 
musca. But as it would be desirable to conceal the movements 
of this brigade from the enemy, I recommend that they may be 
cantoned at a distance from the Tagus, unless you should re- 
quire them on the river. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Major Generul ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke, 
Commandant at Lisbon. 


‘My pear Sie, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 
‘I have this day written to the Commander in Chief to re- 
commend that you should be appointed a Brigadier General in 
the Peninsula. 
* Believe me, &c. 
« Colonel Peacocke: € WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 

‘My pear Henry, ‘Cartaxo, 16th December, 1810. 
‘ I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Secretary of State. 
‘I have had some difficulties lately with the Spanish muleteers 

attached to the British army, in consequence of the general 

requisition which is said to be made of all individuals of the 
military ages for the army. 

‘I doubt very much whether this requisition is or can be 
enforced ; and I believe that the magistrates in the different 
districts are very glad to show the activity and steadiness with 
which they execute the law, by calling for these people, who they 
know will quit with reluctance the lucrative business in which 
they are engaged, to serve as soldiers. However, I cannot en- 
courage them to stay away when they are called for; and I 
very much apprehend that the army will be reduced to the 
greatest distress if they should leave us, notwithstanding the 
pains which I have taken, and the expense which I have in- 
curred, to have it equipped as it ought to be with the means 
of transport. 

‘ It appears to me that the production of a certificate from 
me, or Colonel Alava, or Colonel O’Lalor, that a man is em- 
ployed as a muleteer with the British army, might exempt him 
from service as a soldier, without any great violation of prin- 
ciple or any inconvenience. I do not believe that the whole 
number of persons of this description exceeds 500; and of 
these many cannot be of the military ages. 

‘I hope some arrangement will be adopted upon this sub- 
ject ; and I can only say that if something is not done, and E 
am to be deprived of all those persons of this description who 
have until now been attached to this army, I shall be entirely 
crippled, and it will be a question whether we ought not to 
quit the Peninsula entirely. I doubt that even here we could 
exist one day without their assistance. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ It must be observed that the muleteers who will be obliged 
to quit the British army will not serve as soldiers. They will 
prefer to go into the districts occupied by the French, to carry 
on their trade as muleteers.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Excellency Lieut. 
General Sir John Stuart, K.B., Count of Maida. 
‘Sie, ‘ Cartaxo, 17th December, 1810. 

‘ Lord Liverpool has directed that tonnage should be sent 
from this country to Sicily, in order to bring to the Peninsula 
a detachment amounting to 2500 men; and I have accordingly 
requested Admiral Berkeley to send to Sicily vessels for that 
purpose. I imagine, however, that as it is desirable to detain 
in this part of the world as large a proportion of transport 
tonnage as may be practicable, the Admiral will either detain 
the transports which have brought the Chasseurs Britanniques 
to Cadiz, or if those transports should be found in a condition 
to return to Sicily, he will send with them additional tonnage 
for 1500 men; as it is supposed that those transports will be 
capable of bringing 1000 men. 

‘In case you should deem it inconsistent with the safety of 
the country, with the defence of which you are charged, to 
make this detachment from your force, I shall be obliged to 
you if you will give directions that the vessels may return to 
the Tagus loaded with wheat or flour, or, if neither can be 
procured, corn of any other description. 

¢ You will probably have received an account of the state of 
affairs in the Peninsula, from Gibraltar and Cadiz. Affairs in 
this country remain near.y in the situation in which they were 
towards the end of last month. Massena still holds the 
position of Santarem with the left of his army, and he supports 
that post with the remainder of his troops. 

‘The detachment which attempted to penetrate Lower 
Beira in November retired into Spain with great precipitation, 
and suffered great loss in its retreat from the incessant attacks 
of the peasantry. I cannot understand for what reason it re- 
tired, as, when it turned, it was distant from the rear of the 
French army not more than three leagues, and there was 
nothing to prevent its junction. 

‘ The French now occupy the right of the Tagus, from the 
junction of the Zezere to Santarem ; they have their cavalry 
at Ourem; their head quarters at Torres Novas; and their 
hospitals at Thomar ; and that is the whole of Portugal which 


they possess. 
‘ Their loss has been immense since they have been in this 
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country, and if appears 2o me % be moussble that they should 
be able to effect their object wiciout drawing into Portugal 
neariy the whote force which cs enmpioved m other parts of the 
Peninsuls Thev gre much presei for prosiions, and | 
imagine that Massena maintams his positon m this country 
oniv because the retrest into Spain 3s vers crificult: and that 
it will have such an mifuerce où the state of 2ffars in the 
Peninsula, that be does rot chowse to make without having 


orders from the Emperor. 
- I have che honor to be. &e. 
© Lieut. Gen. Sir J. Scuart. KB. + WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Duco: Wriccag:in. K 3. 50 tie Bight Hon. 
HH. Wecruey- 


€ My vearm Heyer. * Caraxx [7th December, 1916. 
‘ I enciose vou the copies of a correspoudence which I have 
had with the Secretary of State acd the Commander in Chief, 
relative to a plan for raising a legin ia Extremadura, by 
Colonel Downie, who was appointed to perform this service. 
‘ Ever vours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesiey. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. KW. Stewart. 

‘My pear Sire, ‘Cartaxo, 1Sth December, 1816. 

‘ General Hamilton mentioned to me vesterday that the 
soldiers from Almeirim had been to some place in that neigh- 
bourhood for bullocks for food; and that they had carried 
away all the bullocks the people had, and had besides plun- 
dered the house of silver forks and 

‘I shall be very much obliged to vou if you will let General 
Lumley know that I never allow the bullocks used for draught 
to be consumed for food; that I never allow the British 
soldiers to be sent out on service of this description, that is, to 
collect cattle for food, or indeed at all : because I know that 
they never go out of the sight of their officers without com- 
mitting an outrage of the description of that referred to; and 
that I request of him to endeavor to discover who the soldiers 
were who committed this outrage, and to collect the proofs 
against them, in order that I may have them brought to trial. 
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‘I also request to draw the attention of Mr. Ogilvie to 
this subject, in order that he may take measures to preclude 
the necessity of resorting to the means above referred to, to 
supply General Lumley's brigade with food. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Gordon, 
Commissary tn Chief. 
« My pear CoLoneL, ‘ Crataxo, 19th December, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 19th- November (marked 
private and confidential), to the first part of which I do not 
conceive it necessary to make any reply. 

‘In respect to the latter part, I believe your object, as well 
as mine, is the same, viz., that the British Commissariat should 
be efficient. My opinion agrees entirely with yours respecting 
the expediency of preventing the offices in the commissariat 
from becoming objects of parliamentary patronage; but I am 
apprehensive that the regulations which have been made are 
efficient for that purpose only, and will not give you a good 
commissariat. 

* I know from experience that the officers who perform ex- 
ceedingly well the duties of the lower ranks of the commissa- 
riat are not of course, even after the experience of five years, 
equal to those of the higher ranks. A good clerk does not of 
course make a good assistant commissary ; and upon this point 
I could beg to refer you to Mr. Murray for a few anecdotes 
of Mr. Assistant Commissary , who was promoted because 
he was a good clerk. 

‘In my last letter I never intended to complain of the in- 
capacity of any gentleman for the duty on which he was 
employed ; but I do not know any of the higher ranks who 
have talents for the performance of the duty of the Commis- 
sary General. 

‘ If it be true (and my experience teaches me that it is) that 
a gentleman in the lower ranks of the commissariat, even after 
length of service, does not of course become qualified for the 
duties of the higher ranks, it follows that the regulation which 
requires that these gentlemen shall be promoted in their turns, 
according to a kind of regimental succession, after a certain 
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number of years’ service, is not the most likely to give the 
army an efficient commissariat. It follows also that this regu- 
lation is likely to entail upon the public a large and useless 
expense, in proportion as it will be carried into execution for 
persons who will be useless in the higher ranks of the depart- 
ment to which they belong. 

‘I give you my opinion very freely upon your regulation, 
which, however defective, may, I admit, be necessary in order 
to prevent the interference of members of parliament in the 
disposal of offices in the department. 

‘ There is another point to which I would refer, and that is 
the degree of reward for service in the commissariat. I do 
not think it fair to compare the reward of any rank in the 
commissariat, with the reward of the same amount to the 
officers of the army. I am of opinion, first, that all the officers 
of the British army are paid too little, and much less than the 
officers of any other army in Europe, adverting to the mode 
of living in England, to the value of money, and to the reward 
for talents and exertions in other professions: but, secondly, 
officers of the army have rank and other objects to look to, to 
which not only a commissary cannot aspire, but from which 
he is precluded ; and indeed I might add that the prejudices 
of society against a commissary almost prevent him from re- 
ceiving the common respect due to the character of a gentleman. 

‘ In estimating the length of time which a gentleman ought 
to serve in the lower ranks of the commissariat in order to 
obtain pay, and eventually half pay, equal in amount to that 
received by certain ranks in the army, we should look a little 
to the difference of objects and to the difference in the situa- 
tions of the officers whose length of service and advantages we 
are comparing. 

‘ However, my opinion being adverse to the regulation 
which requires a certain length of service for promotion in the 
commissariat, and which places the officers of the commissariat 
in a list of succession to claim promotion by seniority,—I only 
advert to this last point, to show you where, in my opinion, 
you have erred in principle in forming your plan. 

* My own opinion is, that the commissariat should be formed, 
in respect to promotion, on the principle of a civil rather than 
a military establishment ; that the pay and the half pay of the 
different officers in it should be increased in proportion to the 
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number of years of their service ; and that none should be pro- 
moted who are not recommended for promotion by the officers 
in command of the troops. These being held tolerably se- 
verely responsible for the success of their operations, will of 
course take care not to recommend any for promotion who do 
not deserve it, and who will not be of service in the higher 
ranks. You will thus have efficient people in the higher 
ranks, and no expense will be incurred that is not necessary. 
Believe me, &c. 
* Colonel Gordon. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have omitted to thank you for your intention expressed 
in your letter to give me every assistance in your power, of 
which I assure you I am very sensible.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My pear Lorn, ‘Cartaxo, 21st December, 1810. 

‘I received your letter of the 4th two days ago. 

‘I did not know what to say about the reduction of the 
number of our transports in the Tagus: I have no appre- 
hension that we shall be obliged to embark ; and no idea that 
the enemy will for a length of time be in a situation to oblige 
us to think of such an operation; but I cannot, as an officer, 
be so certain of the course of events as to tell you that the 
transports may be withdrawn. 

‘It may be necessary to request your attention for a few 
moments to explain our situation in reference to that of the 
enemy, and the general state of affairs in the Peninsula, as 
affecting this question. I have no doubt that the enemy is 
not, and does not consider himself, able to force the position of 
the allies in this country. Indeed, I believe I have the means 
of beating the force now opposed to me, in their own position, 
of course with the sacrifice of a certain loss of men. 

‘I think that the paper published in the Moniteur of the 
28rd November shows that our position in front of Lisbon 
is considered so strong, as that it ought not to be attacked in 
front ; and from the perusal of that paper, I am of opinion that 
the enemy will endeavor to maintain a position in this country 
with the troops now in it, probably reinforced by some of 
those now on the frontier, &c. ; will endeavor to dislodge us 
by occupying the countries north of the Douro, and south of 
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number of years of their service ; and that none should be pro- 
moted who are not recommended for promotion by the officers 
in command of the troops. These being held tolerably se- 
verely responsible fur the success of their operations, will of 
course take care not to recommend any for promotion who do 
not deserve it, and who will not be of service in the higher 
ranks. You will thus have efficient people in the higher 
ranks, and no expense will be incurred that is not necessary. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Colonel Gordon. * WELLINGTON. 


‘T have omitted to thank you for your intention expressed 
in your letter to give me every assistance in your power, of 
which I assure you I am very sensible.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.. to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


© My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st December, 1810. 

‘I received your letter of the 4th two days ago. 

‘I did not know what to say about the reduction of the 
number of our transports in the Tagus: I have no appre- 
hension that we shall be obliged to embark : and no idea that 
the enemy will for a length of timc be in a situation to oblige 
us to think of such an operation; but I cannot, as an officer, 
be so certain of the course of events as to tell you that the 
transports may be withdrawn. 

‘It may be necessary to request your attention for a few 
moments to explain our situation in reference to that of the 
enemy, and the general state of affairs in the Peninsula, as 
affecting this question I have no doubt that the enemy is 
not, and does not consider himself, able to force the position of 
the allies in zhis country. Indeed, I believe I have the means 
of beating the force now opposed to me, in their own position, 
of course with the sacrifice of a certain loss of men. 

‘I think that the paper putdebed in the Moniteur of the 
93rd November shows ts: ss pésion in front of Lisbon 
is considered so Stromy, 4 AK Semphi nor to be attacked in 
front ; and from the pertos: Walle paper, | am cf opinion that 
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rived there from Sicily, and had been detained there by Lieut. 
General Graham, by my desire. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool. 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorn, « Cartaxo, 15th December, 1816. 

« L have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s despatch 
of the 24th September, by Colonel Downie of the Spanish ser- 
vice ; and I wish to draw your Lordship’s attention to what has 
already passed respecting the legion to be raised by that 
gentleman. 

‘ In the course of the last year I had requested the Central 
Junta, through his Majesty's Minister, to refrain from grant- 
ing commissions to officers in the service of his Majesty, or to 
British subjects serving in the army of the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, without previously consulting me. 

‘ The commission of Colonel was granted to Mr. Downie, 
and he was appointed to raise a legion in Estremadura, by the 
Central Junta and confirmed by the late Regency ; but I had 
no previous knowledge of this arrangement, and the first intel- 
ligence I received of it was from that gentleman himself, after 
he had received his commission, accompanied by a request that 
I would permit him to absent himself from his duty as an 
Assistant Commissary with this army, in order that he might 
perform his engagements to the Spanish Government. 

‘I declined complying with this request, and referred Mr. 
Downie to the Treasury, and he went home the last summer 
upon leave of absence on account of his health; and is now 
come out with the letter from your Lordship of the 24th Sep- 
tember, and a letter from the Commander in Chief, of the 24th 
November, directing me to give him the assistance of British 
officers from this army to train and discipline his troops. 
and ‘qualia qnowledge I have of Mr. Downie’s character 

) eno doubt whatever that the Spanish 


cause will derive advantage from his bein ine 
employed to raise 
in Estremadura and command a legion, but my approbation of 
t e mure of employing him goes no farther. 

though Mr. Downie has talents and spint to qualify him 
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for such an employment, it is not fit, in my opinion, to place 
British officers under his command ; and so far to risk the cha- 
racter of the British army in this concern. 

‘ There is no doubt but that the greatest benefit would be 
derived from the employment of British officers with the 
Spanish troops, but this measure must be connected with others 
of reform of the Spanish military system ; regular means must 
be adopted to feed, clothe, discipline, and pay the troops, or 
the efforts of these officers must fail; at the same time that 
their characters, as well as that of the British army, and that 
of the person who should approve of their being thus employed, 
would suffer for their failure. 

‘I should besides think it proper that an officer of the 
British army should be employed to command that portion of 
the Spanish army to which these British officers should be 
attached. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe, therefore, that I do not ap- 
prove of employing British officers with the legion to be raised 
in Estremadura by Colonel Downie ; but even if I did approve 
of this measure, it would be totally out of my power to give 
him any assistance of this description from this army. 

«I enclose a return of the number of officers belonging to 
this army employed with the Portuguese troops; from which 
your Lordship will see that the Portuguese army has received 
but a very small proportion of assistance from other parts of 
the British army not employed here; and it is impossible to 
allow the officers of the regiments in Portugal to quit their 
corps to go and serve in a legion to be raised in Spain. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, * Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 


‘I enclose a return of horse and infantry transports, and of 
victuallers, which has been sent to England in consequence of 
your Lordship’s orders of the 24th November. 

‘] have sent horse transports for about 530 horses, includ- 
ing the Trafalgar, (N.E.) in case your Lordship should think 
proper to send by this occasion a certain proportion of the 
remount horses for the cavalry; and besides the 2500 tons of 
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infantry transports (including the Melonetho and Langley), 
the Romulus troop ship has been sent. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the report of two boards of 
survey on shoes issued to the regiments of this army by the 
Commissariat, which were received from England. 

‘It is very desirable that the storekeepers in England should 
understand that there is no use in sending to this country any 
articles which are not of the best quality for service. They 
are of no use to the troops; are an useless expense to the pub- 
lic ; and occasion a great disappointment. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. . 
‘My Lorop, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 

‘I enclose two letters which have been written to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, respecting Lieut. L. Victor Kiinchler, a 
Swiss officer in the service of France, who was taken prisoner 
in the spring of 1809, at Chaves in Portugal. 

‘ Sir W. C. Beresford is desirous that this officer should be 
exchanged, or should be allowed to go to France from England 
on his parole, not to serve against the allies until exchanged ; 
and I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship if you will 
give directions that his parole may be taken, and that he may 
be sent to France accordingly, and that the parole may be sent 
to this country. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, * Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 
‘I enclose the weekly state of the 8th, and the weekly 
return of the sick to the 9th instant. 
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‘I am concerned to add that since this report has been made, 
an increased degree of sickness has appeared in the 3rd bat- 
talion of the Royals, the 4th and 9th regiments, all of which 
had been in Walcheren. But I attribute the sickness of these 
regiments not to that cause alone, but to the irregularity of the 
soldiers; who, contrary to repeated orders, have burnt as fire- 
wood the doors and windows, and, in some instances, the roofs 
of the houses in which they have been cantoned; and they 
have been, consequently, exposed to the weather. 

‘ The troops of the 5th division, to which these regiments 
belong, have been less exposed by their duty than any others 
in the army; and yet they are now the only division in which 
there is any appearance of sickness. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major_General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th December, 1810. 5 P.. 

‘ As the enemy have certainly gone out of Colonel Otway’s 
reach, it is desirable, with a view as well to the subsistence 
of his troops, as that he may be nearer to you if wanted, that 
he should be drawn back again to the neighbourhood of Cha- 
musca. But as it would be desirable to conceal the movements 
of this brigade from the enemy, I recommend that they may be 
cantoned at a distance from the ‘agus, unless you should re- 
quire them on the river. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major Generul ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Culonel Peacocke, 
Commandant at Lisbon. 


«My DEAR Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 15th December, 1810. 
‘I have this day written to the Commander in Chief to re- 
commend that you should be appointed a Brigadier General in 
the Peninsula. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Colonel Peacocke. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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the Tagus, and thus distress us for supplies. The accomplish- 
ment of this plan will require an enormous force and some length 
of time; but when I recollect that in the last year the whole 
of the north of Spain, and of Old Castille, were abandoned by 
the enemy, even before the battle of Talavera, I cannot doubt 
that they will abandon those countries likewise upon the 
existing emergency, which will give them a part of the force 
they require. 

‘I am also certain that, if the British army should not be 
obliged to evacuate Portugal, the French army must withdraw 
from Andalusia. I think it not improbable, therefore, that a 
large part of it, if not the whole of the French army in Anda- 
lusia will be introduced into the southern parts of this 
kingdom. 

‘I do not despair of holding my ground against this accu- 
mulation of force, and I have taken measures to prevent the 
only inconvenience which it can produce, viz., a deficiency of 
supplies. But as these troops are all within a few marches 
of me, and an order from Paris would not only put them in 
motion, but they could be in this country almost before the 
transports could arrive in England, I cannot think it advisable, 
in the existing situation of affairs, to send them out of my 
reach. 

‘The question whether I should attack the enemy in the 
position which he now occupies has been well considered by 
me. I have a superior army, I think, by 10,000 men, or one 
sixth, including the Spaniards; and notwithstanding some 
defects in its composition, 1 think I should succeed. But the 
loss must necessarily be very great in killed and wounded ; 
and the necessity which would exist of exposing the troops to 
the weather for some days and nights would throw a great 
proportion of this convalescent army into the hospital. 

‘ Then what is to be gained in this action, in which failure 
would be the loss of the whole cause? Nothing at present that 
I know of, excepting to relieve the northern provinces and 
Andalusia from the presence of the enemy; which relief it is 
probable that the course of events will bring about, without 
the risk and loss of an action. 

¢ But there is another view of this question, which is a very 
serious one, and has made much impression upon my mind. 


pond, the northern provinces of Spain and Andalusia should be 
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relieved from the pressure and presence of the enemy by the 
course of events, or by exertions in Portugal, what will the 
cause gain by this relief? In the last year I cannot forget that 
I brought upon myself and General Cuesta not less than five 
corps d’armée, and the King’s guards and reserve, more than 
equal to a sixth corps ; and that when the whole of Castille and 
the north of Spain was cleared of the enemy, not a man was 
put in the field by those provinces, nor even one raised ! 

‘In this year I have had three corps d’armée, the most 
numerous and efficient in Spain, upon my hands for eight 
months. The kingdom of Galicia has been entirely free from 
the enemy, and Castille partially relieved. The Spanish army 
in Galicia have made no movement whatever, as General 
Mahy says, for want of great coats ; but in fact, because they 
want pay, clothing, means of subsistence, transport, discipline, 
and every thing which can keep a body of men together in an 
operation. In Castille nothing has been done, excepting that 
the guerrillas have been more daring and successful in their 
robberies. 

‘ The relief of Andalusia would, 1 fear, make no difference 
in the situation of affairs there. I do not think it quite certain 
that the enemy would be obliged to-raise the siege of Cadiz, 
although it is probable that he would. But if the siege of 
Cadiz were not raised, the general cause would derive no 
advantage from the relief of Andalusia; and even if the raising 
the siege of Cadiz were the consequence of the relief of Anda- 
lusia, I doubt that there are means at Cadiz of putting into 
the field the troops now composing the garrison of that place, 
so as to render them a disposable force for the cause of the 
allies; or that any benefit would be derived from that event, 
excepting that it would place at the disposal of the allies the 
means which the enemy have collected for the siege of Cadiz ; 
and retard, and probably prevent, the operation. 

‘Your Lordship will probably deem this a melancholy 
picture of prospects in the Peninsula, but you may rely upon 
its truth. This state of affairs in Spain is the result of some 
defects in the national character, aggravated by the false prin- 
ciples on which all the affairs of that country have been con- 
ducted since it attempted to shake off the yoke of France. 
The Spaniards have consequently no army; no means of 
raising one; no authority to discipline an army if they could 
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before I can have secured the supples of provisions I require, 
I must then seek to dislodge them by more determmmed means 
than I have tried hitherto. 

‘ ‘These means, God knows, may fail ; or I may be prevented 
from trying them by the weather, or by other circumstances 
over which I can have no control. In all these cases, & would 
be terrible not to have transports at hand, and I cannot advise 
that they should be sent away. 

« It is certainly astonishing that the enemy have been able to 
remain in this country so long; and it is an extraordinary 
instance of what a French army can do. It is positively a fact 
that they brought no provisions with them, and they have not 
received even a letter since they entered Portugal. With all 
our money, and having in our favor the good inclinations of 
the country, I assure you that I could not maintain one divi- 
sim in the district in which they have maintained not less than 
60,000 men and 20,000 animals for more than two months. 
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This time last year I was obliged to move the British cavalry 
only from the district which they now occupy with their whole 
army, because it could not be subsisted. But they take every 
thing, and leave the unfortunate inhabitants to starve. 

‘I have heard this day, but not from good authority, that 
Gardanne’s division had again crossed the Coa on the 14th, 
and had made a march towards Celorico on the 17th. My last 
letter from Silveira is of the 13th, and he does not mention 
the enemy being in any shape to make this movement. How- 
ever, it is possible, and indeed probable, that some attempt will 
be made to communicate with Massena from the frontier. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th 
instant, and as there are still a large number of prisoners at 
Oporto who have been ordered to Lisbon, I am concerned to 
find that the Lords of the Admiralty object to their being 
sent to England. 

‘ It will be necessary that they should be removed from 
Lisbon, and I shall communicate with the Portuguese Govern- 
ment regarding the mode of disposing of them. 

‘ Major General Sontag does not recollect the sums allowed 
at Walcheren to officers and seamen employed at the tele- 
graphs on that island ; and I shall be much obliged to you if 
you will let me know what sum I shall allow to those em- 
ployed with the army in Portugal. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Letth. 
¢ My pear GENERAL, ‘ Cortaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letter of the 21st instant. I sincerely 
wish that the war was over, that I might take leave myself, 
and give leave to all those that are desirous of taking it. But 
as that is not the case, I have been obliged to regulate my own 
discretion, and to make rules by which I am guided in the 
grant of leaves of absence. 
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‘Those who are chred t go for the recovery of their 
beakth are compelled to appear briure a Medical Board, and | 
shali be vers much cbiged to vos tf vos will go through that 
ceremony, and I sal. be happy to comply with vour wishes. 

“ Bebeve me, &r. 
* Mayr Geecral Lath ©“ WELLIKGTON. 


Lect. General Tcscount Woikagem, KE. 30 Lord Muigrare, 
Master General of the Ordwance. 
* My pear Lo», + Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

«1 recetwed by the Last post vour letter of the 30th ultimo, 
and I am vers much obbeed to vou for vour attention to our 
wants. I sent some transports bome for the horses about a 
fortmght ago. 

‘Captain Chapman goes bome by this occasion, and will 
make vou acquainted with oar situaiion. He is a very valu- 
able officer, and I shall regret the loss of his services much, 
but it was impossible to detain him any longer from the situa- 
tion to which you had appointed him. 

‘ Beheve me, &c. 
‘ Lord Mulgrave. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

¢ Sir, * Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘I have the honor to enclose some papers which I have re- 
ceived from Colonel Peacocke, regarding the murder of a Por- 
tuguese woman, by Michael Grace, private soldier in the —th 
regiment, which I request you to transmit to be laid before the 
Governors of the kingdom, and to request that they will let me 
know what they wish should be done with the prisoner. 

‘J have the honor to be, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 
‘I enclose an extract of a letter, and its enclosure, from 
Admiral Berkeley, relative to an expense incurred by Colonel 
.Trant, the Governor of Oporto, in erecting a telegraph at that 
lace to communicate with the shipping. I request you tolay 
papers before the Portuguese Government, with my re- 
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‘Those who are obliged to go for the recovery of their 
health are compelled to appear before a Medical Board, and I 
shall be very much obliged to you if you will go through that 
ceremony, and I shall be happy to comply with your wishes. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General Leith.' © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Lord Mulgrave, 
Master General of the Ordnance. 
‘ My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘I received by the last post your letter of the 30th ultimo, 
and I am very much obliged to you for your attention to our 
wants. I sent some transports home for the horses about a 
fortmght ago. 

‘ Captain Chapman goes home by this occasion, and will 
make you acquainted with our situation. He is a very valu- 
able officer, and I shall regret the loss of his services much, 
but it was impossible to detain him any longer from the situa- 
tion to which you had appointed him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘Lord Mulgrave.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘I have the honor to enclose some papers which I have re- 
ceived from Colonel Peacocke, regarding the murder of a Por- 
tuguese woman, by Michael Grace, private soldier in the —th 
regiment, which I request you to transmit to be laid before the 
Governors of the kingdom, and to request that they will let me 
know what they wish should be done with the prisoner. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 
‘I enclose an extract of a letter, and its enclosure, from 
Admiral Berkeley, relative to an expense incurred by Colonel 
.Trant, the Governor of Oporto, in erecting a telegraph at that 
place to communicate with the shipping. I request you to lay 
these papers before the Portuguese Government, with my re- 
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commendation that this expense may be defrayed; and that 
Colonel Trant may be authorized to defray the expense of 
supplying with provisions, and of paying, the officer and sea- 
men attached to this telegraph. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
© C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My bear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 18th, 19th, and 20th, 
and 1 am obliged to you for the steps you have taken in re- 
spect to Signor Botelho. From the state of confusion, how- 
ever, in which every department of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment at present, I apprehend that we shall not be able to 
do any thing with him here. Your copyist has copied the 
letters transmitted from Madrid badly, or I am so bad a 
Spaniard that I cannot understand their meaning. They were 
sent to you by your correspondent at Madrid; but where and 
from whom did he get these letters ? 

‘The Commissary General will take and pay for the sup- 
plies contained in Mr. Wellesley’s list, transmitted in your 
letter of the 20th, and he will take and pay for any supplies 
which may be sent to Lisbon, which he may require for the 
use of the British army. But it is impossible for him to en- 
gage to pay for supplies ordered either for the Portuguese 
army, or the people of Lisbon, to which I imagine that the 
letter from General Graham to you of the 8th instant refers. 
It appears to me, from all accounts, that the Portugüese Go- 
vernment are becoming daily more inefficient : adverting to the 
large sums of money which there are in the town of Lisbon, 
and to the means of all kinds which are collected there, it is 
shameful that the inhabitants of the town should continue to 
be in want. The harvest in Minho and Tras os Montes has 
been most abundant, and the weather for the last three weeks 
has been most favorable for importations from thence. But I 
have not heard that any supplies have been imported. 

‘ I request your attention to the publication in the Moniteur 
of the 23rd November, as translated in the last newspapers, 
relative to affairs in this country, from which you will see 
what the designs of the enemy are. It appears to me that our 
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position is considered invulnerable, but it is obvious that the 
enemy will endeavor to operate upon our supplies. 

‘ The navigation of the harbour is secured; but have the 
Government taken any and what steps to draw supplies for 
the town and for the army from the northern or the southern 
provinces of the kingdom, in which there is abundance? 

‘If orders should be sent from Paris to raise the siege 
of Cadiz, or to march Mortier’s and Sebastian's corps into 
Alentejo, continuing the siege of Cadiz by the others, are the 
properties of individuals in the province of Alentejo secured 
by removal or by being buried? Have the provisions and 
means of transport been removed out of the reach of the 
enemy, or are they in readiness to be removed out of his reach 
upon the first alarm? 

‘In respect to the northern provinces, my opinion is that 
they are secure during the winter. But when a country, rich 
as Portugal is now in money and valuables, is invaded solely 
for the sake of plunder, the inhabitants should be warned to 
remove to a place of security, or bury their money and valu- 
able property, in order that it may not fall into the hands of 
the enemy. 

‘I hear from Beresford melancholy accounts of the despe- 
rately reduced state of all the departments of the army, to 
which it appears that as little attention has been paid as to 
other objects. Indeed he informed me this morning, that the 
Portuguese officers were paid only the British gratuity, which, 
if it be true regarding those corps which form the 30,000 
men subsidized by Great Britain, is a breach of engagement 
with the British Government, as the pay of the officers is esti- 
mated in the amount paid by Great Britain. 

‘In short, unless the Government will act upon a more 
vigorous system, and raise and realize a revenue from the 
country, which [ am convinced they may do, the cause is gone. 
It is useless to expect more money from England, as the desire 
of economy has overcome even the fears of the ministers, and 
they have gone so far as to desire me to send home the trans- 
ports in order to save money ! 

‘ They must levy the real tenth of all incomes, particularly 
mercantile incomes, and enforce the regulations of the customs, 
and punish dishonest Custom House officers, or they cannot 
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go on. Pray inquire how much income tax Quintella, and 
Bandeira, and Sampayo pay *! 

‘I think a tax upon male servants, kept at Lisbon and 
Oporto, increasing in proportion to the numbers kept, levied 
in the way of our assessed taxes, would give them a good sum, 
provided it is really levied. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My Lorop, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd December, 1810. 

‘The enemy still continue in their position at Santarem, 
in which no alteration. of consequence has been made since I 
addressed your Lordship on the 15th instant. They continue 
to collect boats on the Zezere, over which river they have now 
either two or three bridges. 

‘ The enemy have shown themselves on the Lower Coa, ac- 
cording to the last accounts from General Silveira, but not, in 
his opinion, in such force as to pass that river. The reports 
which I had received of the march of the troops of the 9th 
corps towards Madrid have not been confirmed. 

* The last accounts which I have received from Cadiz are 
of the 8th instant. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Fane. 


6 My Dear Fane, ‘Cartaxo, 23rd December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letter of the 22nd, and I am exceed- 
ingly concerned that you have suffered, and are still suffering 
so much ; but I hope that your voyage to England, with tran- 
quillity and the society of your friends, will re-establish your 
health in a much shorter period of time than you expect. 

‘You may go to England ; but I wish you would appear 
before a Medical Board, according to the order of the army, 
and you may stay for three months. 

‘ I shall apply to the Admiral to give you a passage in a ship 
of war; but I shall be much obliged to you not to mention 
that I do so, as others will require that I should make the 


* Three rich merchants of Lisbon. 
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same application for them, although their cases, fortunately 
for them, are not of a nature to require this accommodation, 
which involves the public in a sort of expense; and the Ad- 
miralty are very particular in their inquiries respecting the 
causes for the application for a ship of war for a General 
Officer. 

‘I do not know what I shall do with your command during 
your absence. 

‘ Believe me, &c. : 

‘ Major General Fane.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘My DEAR Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd December, 1810: 

‘I have received your letter of the 8th; and I now enclose 
my dispatch of yesterday to the Secretary of State. 

‘IT have received a report that the troops on the Lower 
Coa have crossed that river ; but I have no confirmation of it, 
although it must be expected that some attempt will be made 
from Castille to communicate with Massena; and as the troops 
fared so ill in their late attempt in Lower Beira, it is not im- 
probable that they will try the valley of the Mondego. If the 
weather holds up, however, our situation on the right of that 
river will annoy them much. 

‘You will have seen the paper published in the Moniteur of 
the 23rd November, which I think contains a hint of the inten- 
tions of the Emperor in respect to this country. Our position is 
evidently considered invulnerable ; but they intend to endeavor 
to operate upon our supplies. They will probably, therefore, 
enter Estremadura and Alentejo from Andalusia with Mortier's 
corps and Sebastiani's ; and it is not impossible but that they 
may raise the siege of Cadiz. In either case, what will, or 
rather, what can the Spanish Government do? 

‘Since April last, I have had upon my hands the three 
strongest and most efficient corps d'armée in Spain. Galicia 
and Estremadura have been relieved entirely, and Castille par- 
tially ; but these provinces have done nothing; and those 
more distant, in which there are no French troops, have made 
no exertion. I admit that none of these provinces could be 
expected to be in a situation to make any exertion in one, two, 
or three months after the enemy should have withdrawn from 
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them, but they might in seven or eight months, during which 
they have been freed from the enemy, in which time we last 
year formed the Portuguese army. 

‘If Andalusia should be evacuated, and, besides the 9th, I 
should have the 4th and 5th corps upon me ; and even if the 
siege of Cadiz should be raised, and, in addition to all, [ should 
have the Ist corps upon me, what will the Spanish Government 
do? I am afraid, nothing! And this is the part of the subject 
which gives me the greatest concern, and really grieves me. 

‘] think I may be able to stand out against every thing; 
but the people of England will never bear that the affairs of 
the people of Spain should have been so mismanaged as that, 
when seven parts out of nine of the French army, and those 
the most efficient, should have been brought into Portugal, 
the people of Spain should be able to do nothing for our relief. 
And yet I declare I believe they can do nothing for our relief ! 

‘ In order to show you how the Spanish armies are going on, 
I enclose you a report which Sir W. Beresford has received 
from General Madden, the officer commanding the brigade of 
Portaguese cavalry in Estremadura. I am convinced that 
there is not one word in this letter that is not true. Yet 
these are the soldiers who are to beat the French out of the 
Peninsula ! !! 

‘If you should make known the contents of this letter to any 
body, do not allow it to be known that it came from Madden. 

‘ There is no remedy for these evils, excepting a vigorous 
system of government, by which a revenue of some kind or 
other can be raised to pay and find resources for an army in 
which discipline can be established, which this vigorous go- 
vernment will maintain. It is nonsense to talk of rooting out 
the French, or of carrying on the war in any other manner. 
Indeed, if the destruction occasioned by the guerrillas and by 
the Spanish armies, and the expense incurred by maintaining 
the French armies are calculated, it will be obvious that it will 
be much cheaper for the country to maintain 80,000 or 100,000 
regular troops in the field; and if they had that number of 
troops, properly equipped, I have no doubt that the French 
would be obliged to quit the Peninsula. 

‘ But the Spanish nation will not sit down soberly and work 
to produce an effect at a future period. ‘Their courage, and 
even their activity, is of a passive nature, and must be forced 
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upon them by the necessity of their circumstances, and is never 
a matter of choice, nor of foresight. 

‘I shall speak to Romana about the arms which I have 
here; and will send you all that he does not think are required 
in this part of the Peninsula. 

‘ I doubt that British officers would be of much use in form- 
ing the Spanish troops, unless the persons in the supreme com- 
mand of them were British officers likewise. British officers of 
- inferior rank, to be of any use, would require the support of 
authority to enforce their discipline. They would also require 
the control of authority (and that of no ordinary kind) to keep 
themselves in order. We have both in Portugal; and, above 
all, we have pay and resources for the troops, and have formed 
an excellent army. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd December, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 25th November, convey- 
ing the copy of the decree of the Cortes of the 19th November, 
and of the letter which you had received of the same date from 
Don L. de Bardaxi. 

‘I request you to take an opportunity of assuring the Re- 
gency that I have perused their papers with the greatest satis- 
faction, and that nothing can be more gratifying to me than to 
find that the Government and Cortes of Spain have approved 
of my conduct in the interesting cause in which we have been 
engaged. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th December, 1810. 
‘ Having received the orders of the Secretary of State to fix 
the pay of the officers, petty officers, and seamen employed at 
the military telegraphs near Lisbon, I have fixed upon the 
sum of 10s. per diem for the lieutenants, 6s. per diem for the 
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midshipmen, ls. 6d. per diem for the petty officers, and Is. 
per diem for the seamen ; and if the senior officer will send an 
abstract for the whole number, made up for each month sepa- 
rately, from the period at which they were first employed to 
the end of this month, to my Military Secretary, I will sign a 
warrant for the whole amount, which he will receive from the 
Commissary General. 
“I have the honor to be, &c. 


“ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 
‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th December, 1810. 10 a.m. 
‘I have received your letter of yesterday, and the papers 
contained in that which you wrote to Lord Fitzroy Somerset, 
at 4 p.m. yesterday. They write these reports at Abrantes in 
such a hand that it is difficult to make them out, and I shall 
be obliged to you to communicate this observation to Colonel 


‘I have long considered the probability that the enemy 
might attempt to throw a bridge over the Tagus; and the in- 
tention to make this attempt appears confirmed by the accounts 
which we have of the description of equipment that the troops 
have brought which have recently passed the Coa. 

€ I do not think that, even with the addition of their rein- 
forcements, the enemy will be in sufficient force to attempt to 
establish themselves on the other side of the Tagus, unless they 
should be further reinforced by a corps from Estremadura ; 
or should establish their line on the nght bank of the Tagus, 
behind the Zezere, in which country they cannot subsist. 
However, it is as well to be prepared for all events. I do 
not think it probable that they entertain any intention of at- 
tacking Abrantes. They have no means of carrying on this 
operation, and they must retire behind the Zezere in order to 
attempt it. 

‘ With all this, however, this great collection of boats at 
Punhete, and the further preparations which are making of the 
same description, look very like it. 

‘ For the present, I concur in the manner you propose of 
strengthening Don Carlos de España’s post. But I think we 
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ought to make other arrangements on the other side of the 
Tagus. 

First; Your troops should be rather more concentrated ; 
that is, the Portuguese corps ought to be moved to their right, 
and nearer to the British. 

‘ Secondly, The brigades at Chamusca, as well as the Por- 
tuguese brigades, which will be moved nearer to you, should 
be kept out of sight, so that you may move them without the 
enemy’s knowledge. In this case, it would be still necessary 
to keep your piquets, &c , upon the river, and some red coats 
in Chamusca, in order that the enemy might not perceive the 
alteration, which ought to be made in the morning before day- 
light. The brigade of Almeirim cannot be moved, I am afraid, | 
without being perceived by the troops on the heights of 
Santarem. 

‘ Thirdly, As the enemy have made the collection of boats 
on the Zezere, it would be advisable to have some artillery 
opposite to that point. Indeed, if the boats are within the 
range of field pieces, and any mischief can be done to them 
decidedly by the fire of field pieces, it is desirable that as much 
injury as possible should be done to them. 

‘Fourthly, The passage of the Tagus by the enemy must 
be resisted as far as may be practicable; and every effort made 
to prevent them from establishing themselves on the left of the 
l'agus. 

‘If they should pass in such force as that to attack them 
will be matter of risk, and it should be impossible to wait for 
instructions from me, your retreat should be upon Salvaterra. : 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 

‘You had better look out for cantonments at a little distance 
from the river ; and alter your position according to the direc- 
tions in this letter as soon as you please, reporting the detail 
to the Quarter Master General.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


«My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th December, 1810. 
‘From the accounts which I have received from the frontier, 
it appears that a reinforcement is on its march to join the 
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enemy which is not inconsiderable in number ; and it is pro- 
bable that they will soon join. 

‘I am doubtful whether this reinforcement will join. Mas- 
sena will manœuvre upon our left, so as to oblige us to resume 
our position, which he will then attack; or he will endeavor to 
extend his own left into the Alentejo, so as to acquire for him- 
self and deprive us of the resources of that province. 

‘Under these circumstances it is necessary that I should 
leave General Hill’s corps in Alentejo till the line of the 
enemy's operations shall be decided; and this corps is now 
disposed of to defend the passage of the Tagus, and it will not 
be easy to put it in motion, and get it into the lines as soon as 
might be wished. 

‘Under these circumstances I send orders by this post that 
the 2nd battalion 88th regiment may be collected and sent to 
Loures, as soon as it can be relieved by one battalion of the 
marines ; and I should wish the other battalion of the marines 
to come up to Loures likewise. 

‘ I have not yet received any official intimation from you 
respecting these marines ; but I understand that the marines of 
the squadron would form one battalion ; that which I shall 
wish should take the duty of Lisbon and the forts, particularly 
our works at S. Julian; and that the marines lately arrived 
should form the other, which is the one I should wish to have - 
at Loures. 

‘If I should order General Hill’s corps to cross the Tagus, 
the troops will march from Salvaterra, across the Island of 
Lyceria, and embark at N* S* de Conceigad, to be landed on 
the right of the lines at Alhandra. When, therefore, I shall re- 
quest you to send up the boats, it will be to N* S* de Conceigad, 
and it is desirable that that point should be reconnaitred by 
one of the officers of the navy. 

‘ We have pulled down the walls, and laid open the road 
from Villa Franca to Alhandra to the fire of the gun boats, 
which still further strengthen that point. 

‘I shall order back again to Lisbon the boats and materials 
for the bridge, which it is very obvious we shall not now 
require immediately. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Vice Admiral ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
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‘General Hills infantry, the men’s camp kettles, and officers 
canteens only, will cross by Lyceria ; the cavalry, artillery, and 


baggage, by Aldea Galega. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General the 
Hon, W. Stewart. 


‘My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th December, 1810.11 A.x. 

‘Since I wrote to you yesterday I have received a letter 
from General Silveira of the 19th, and from General Barcellar 
from Coimbra, of the 21st. 

‘It appears that the advanced guard of the enemy’s corps, 
which had crossed the Coa, entered Celorico on the 18th, in the 
evening. Silveira and all the troops in Upper Beira were hang- 
ing upon their flank; and I should suppose that their advance 
from thence had not been very rapid, as General Barcellar had 
not heard of their being in advance of Celorico. Silveira states 
this body to be Gardanne’s division, which he calls 9000 
infantry and 3000 cavalry. I doubt their having that number 
of cavalry ; and if they have 9000 infantry, there are more 
than Gardanne’s division. 

‘I have received accounts from Estremadura, that the 
French division which was at Llerena has retired towards Cor- 
dova; so that the design of crossing the Tagus will not be 
- facilitated by any movement from that side at present. 

‘If you should deem it expedient to open a fire upon the 
boats, you had better let it be from the three brigades at once, 
so as to settle the matter. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Major General the € WELLINGTON. 

Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General the 
Hon. W. Stewart. 

‘ My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th December, 1810. 3 p.m. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning I have received further 
intelligence of the enemy’s reinforcements, from which it is 
clear that the whole of the 9th corps are about to enter 
Portugal. 

‘I think it a matter of doubt whether the enemy will en- 
deavor, when joined by this reinforcement, to force the position 
of the allies in front of Lisbon, or will endeavor to extend 


1810. CARTAXO. 67 


beyond the Tagus, so as to open the Alentejo to himself and 
deprive us of the resources of that province. 

‘ This is very certain, however, that if the enemy should 
make an attempt upon the position of the allies, he will lose no 
time about it after the plan is formed. The position has been 
sufficiently reconnaitred, and the day after we shall have retired 
to it, we may expect that it will be attacked. 

‘I mention this in order that you may bear it in mind in 
your arrangements for the defence of the Tagus. I think that 
for the present you had better leave Colonel Campbell's bri- 
gade of Portuguese infantry at Salvaterra ; General Lumley’s 
will of course stay at Almeira, according to my letter of yester- 
day. You might bring the other brigade of Portuguese 
infantry nearer to yourself, with a view to the object referred 
to in my letter of yesterday ; and your artillery. 

‘ Any part of the corps which shall cross the Tagus will be 
ordered to march across the island of Lyceria from Salvaterra ; 
and I request you to have the dyke roads on the island well 
ascertained and known to the leaders of the columns. 

‘ The baggage (with the exception of soldiers’ camp kettles 
and officers’ canteens) and the artillery and cavalry will be 
ordered to Aldea Galega. 

‘ I recommend to you to make some cover for your artillery 
on the ground opposite the mouth of the Zezere, in order to 
give Don Carlos every advantage in defending it. It appears 
to me also that it would be desirable to bring near that point 
the whole of the 5th Cacadores, with the exception of one 
company, which would be sufficient to guard the boats on the 
river opposite Abrantes. The officer to be left in command of 
this company, however, must be made to understand thoroughly 
what he has to do. 

© Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major General the ‘WELLINGTON. 
Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘Cartaxo, 25th December, 1810. 
‘I have received letters which leave no doubt in my mind 


that Drouet’s corps, as well as Gardanne’s division, are enter- 
FR 
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ing Portugal, and I think you had better come up as soon as 
you can. 

‘I do not think it quite clear whether the enemy will endea- 
vor to extend beyond the Tagus or to carry the position, when 
Drouet’s people come, which ought to be soon. 

‘ This is very certain, that if they should attack the position 
they will lose no time about it, after they shall have once put 
themselves in motion, as the whole ground has been sufficiently 
reconnaitred and must be well known. 

‘ It is desirable, therefore, that the ordenanza and volunteer 
artillery and infantry, and the militia, should be warned to be 
in readiness to go back to their old stations at the shortest 
notice. 

‘I have sent to have the 2nd battalion of your regiment, 
and one battalion of marines, brought to Loures, to be in 
readiness to occupy part of the space which must be left vacant 
by a part of Hill’s corps being on the left of the T'agus. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General the Hon. 
C. Colville, President of a General Court Murttal. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 


“I have had the honor of receiving the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial of which you are the President, on the 
trial of Surgeon , of the — battalion — regiment, and as I 
differ with the General Court Martial on the conclusions which 
they have drawn from the evidence which has been before them ; 
and think that the case has not been sufficiently investigated 
in some points, I have to request that the Court will revise 
both their proceedings and their sentence. 

‘In respect to the proceedings, I observe that Germano 
Baretti states that ‘after he had been in the guard house a 
certain time, a grenadier of the regiment came to him from 
Surgeon , telling him that if he chose to pay sixty dollars 
he might be set at liberty.” 

‘Private C , of the — regiment, states that he was sent 
to Germano Baretti by Surgeon , and it is desirable to 
ascertain by evidence whether private C—— is the grenadier 
referred to in Baretti's evidence. 

‘I then observe in Surgeon ——’s written defence that he 
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states that ‘ considering the mare my property, a proposition 
was made that, on a deposit of sixty dollars, he (Baretti) 
should be at liberty.” Again, in another part of the statement 
before the Court, he says, ‘ I valued the mare at sixty dollars, 
and as she was likely to suit my purpose, and by putting the 
additional price which I was recommended to do, 1 was in 
hopes to get her back again.” 

‘ In the original statement written to General Sontag on the 
29th October, on which Surgeon says, in his statement 
before the Court, he means to rest his defenee, the words are, 
“ I proposed to him (which I thought the proper mode of re- 
covering the mare) that if he made a deposit of sixty dollurs 
he might be at liberty.” 

‘ Adverting to these statements in the defence, which amount 
to an acknowledgment of the fact alleged in the second 
charge, to which Baretti gives positive evidence, it is desirable 
to question private C still further upon the nature of the 
communication he made to Baretti by desire of Surgeon ’ 
if he should be the soldier who has carried on the communica- 
tion between Surgeon and Baretti. 

‘So far as to the proceedings; then, in respect to the sen- 
tence, I observe that the Court Martial have excused Surgeon 
in the first charge, on the plea, first, that ‘‘ he acted under 
the conviction that Baretti had stolen the mare ;” and, secondly, 
that “ he considered himself justified by the opinion given and 
presence of the Provost Marshal.” 

‘I would beg to observe in respect to the first plea, that 
there is no ground in evidence for any belief that Germano 
Baretti had stolen the mare, which could have justified his 
detention by any authority whatever. Secondly, that if there 
had been any ground for such belief, Surgeon was not 
justifiable in confining him in a military guard house; parti- 
cularly as the magistrates of ‘Torres Vedras were on the spot ; 
and, at all events, without the orders of his superior officers 
likewise on the spot. I request the General Court Martial to 
consider what would be the situation of any officer who should, 
on such grounds, have confined to a military guard house in 
Great Britain any one of his Majesty’s subjects. 

‘I have to observe, in respect to the second plea, that the 
officer styled ‘* Provost Marshal ” in the sentence of the Court 
is the Assistant Provost attached to the division, (whose 
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evidence, by the bye, Surgeon might have produced 
to the Court preferably to that of his trumpeter,) whose busi- 
ness it is to enforce the orders of the army and preserve 
discipline among the soldiers and their followers, and not to 
administer justice between the officers of the army and the in- 
habitants of the country, nor to act as counsel to the officers of 
the army. The Assistant Provosts are not Commissioned offi- 
cers; and the General Court Martial will, by this part of their 
sentence, give them an authority in the concerns of the officers 
of the army which they certainly do not otherwise possess. 

‘ The revisal of the proceedings which I have recommended 
on the second charge will throw more light upon it; but I wish 
to draw the attention of the Court particularly to the evidence 
of Baretti, and to the acknowledgment of Surgeon in 
his defence as above quoted ; and then I request them to con- 
sider whether it is probable that a man who must have known 
that justice would be done to his case, (as I believe all 
the natives of this country know, who have had any dealings 
with the British army,) would have offered sixty dollars to be 
released from the confinement in which he had been unjustly 
placed. 

‘Whatever may be the opinion of the General Court Martial 
on the question of the guilt or innocence of the prisoner of the 
crime stated in this charge, after the revision of the proceedings 
and a consideration of what I have stated in this letter, I would 
suggest to them that it is not an honorable transaction to take 
money from a supposed thief, even upon his own offer, in 
order to compromise a prosecution for a robbery ; much less is 
it honorable to take more money than the article or animal stolen 
is worth ; and that there is nothing in such a transaction which 
entitles Surgeon to the distinction of an honorable ac- 
quittal. 

‘I request the Court to consider that Surgeon con- 
fined Germano Baretti in the guard house for the purposes of 
justice, or to force him to pay a sum of money. If he confined 
him for the purposes of justice, he abandoned his purpose and 
made a compromise with a supposed thief for the sum of sixty 
dollars, which is not an honorable transaction, and Surgeon 
cannot be entitled to an honorable acquittal. If the 

Court conceived that he confined Germano Baretti to force him 
to pay a sum of money, the charge is proved and the Court 
bc /d sentence accordingly. 
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‘ It gives me much concern to differ with this General Court 
Martial; and as several of the officers composing it have but 
lately joined this army, I shall conclude this address by assur- 
ing them that I have no personal knowledge of Surgeon ; 
that I brought him to trial before a General Court Martial as 
an act of duty, almost exclusively upon his own statement ; and: 
that, as far as he is concerned, I am indifferent as to the result. 

‘I have a feeling, however, for the honor of the army and 
for the character of the country for justice; and I hope that 
the members of this General Court Martial will see the neces- 
sity of supporting the discipline and character of the army by 
marking their own disapprobation of the transaction which has 
been brought under their consideration. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Marshal General * WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. C. Colville.’ 





Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
A, Campbell. 

‘My pear CAMPBELL, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter from the Vicar of Alemquer, requesting 
to have the use of one church in Alemquer for divine service, 
with which request I wish you to comply ; at the same time 
it is advisable that the inhabitants of Alemquer should not 
settle themselves in the town yet. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major Gen. A. Campbell. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 
6 My DEAR CoTTON, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

«I have just received your letter of the 26th. 

‘ You will have heard that a considerable reinforcement, it 
is said the 9th corps, is advancing by the road of the Ponte de 
Murcella. It is certain that the enemy will take a decided line 
one way or the other, as soon as they join, which will be in a 
day or two. 

‘Under these circumstances, you will judge for yourself 
whether to go or to stay, without further reference to me, and 
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will act accordingly. Let me know what you determine; and 
at all events send up Elley. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Str S. Cotton, Bart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Srr, *Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th 
instant. 

‘I conceive it would be best not to land the seamen of the 
squadron, according to the wishes of the Admiralty; but 
Major Williams’s battalion of marines had better proceed to 
Loures, and the other battalion do the duty of Lisbon and St. 
Julian. Ihave no doubt but that it will be found sufficient 
for the duties when Colonel Peacocke shall have diminished 
the guards, and shall have got the Portuguese troops to take 
some of them. The trobps should not have less than two 
nights in bed. 

‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 


* Vice Admiral *‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 25th and 26th. I did 
not write to you yesterday, as there was nothing new, and I 
expected you in the evening. 

‘ I now enclose a letter from Trant, stating the progress of 
the enemy, from which it appears that they will be about 
Thomar this day. 

‘ There is a report from Abrantes of a detachment having 
marched from the Zezere towards Castello Branco. 

‘You will have heard that we have here the officer who was 
sent by Massena. The principal thing he says is, that Mas- 
sena will not attack us unless he receives a reinforcement of 
30,000 men. I do not think the: 9th corps, with Gardanne, 
can be more than 20,000. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. Generali Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

‘I enclose a letter and its enclosures which I have received 
from Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, of the royal engineers, reporting 
the death of a carpenter employed on the public works near 
Mafra by an accident; and as the widow left by this man is 
entitled to a provision from the Portuguese Government, ac- 
cording to the rules of the service, as I am informed, I request 
you to lay these papers before the Secretary of State, that the 
provision to which she is entitled may be granted to her ac- 
cordingly. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

« C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 
‘My pgar Sir, * Cartaxo, 27th December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letter of the 24th December. I am 
convinced there is but one remedy for the inconveniences ex- 
perienced respecting means of transport, and that is, that the 
old rule should be adopted of referring to the register, and that 
the magistrates should be obliged to do their duty, and punish 
the inhabitants who do not bring forward the means which 
are registered. 

€ The difference of the hire paid by us might be a reason 
why the Portuguese army should want means of transport, but 
can afford none why we should experience the same inconve- 
mience; but the Government is the cause of this, as well as of 
every other failure ; and the same inconveniences will continue 
as long as they continue to act upon the system of courting 
popularity. 

‘ The list of imports into the port of Lisbon is the strongest 
proof which can be afforded of the truth of what I have stated, 
viz., that they have drawn almost no resource from the northern 
and southern provinces of the kingdom. They take willingly 
what you have got for them; but their own exertions have 
produced nothing. 

‘ You are quite right in tracing all the failures of the Go- 
vernment to the want of money, which want could be supplied, 
I am convinced, by the means in their own power; but they 
will do nothing unless forced. I am very much dissatisfied 
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with them; and unless they adopt a new system entirely, I 
shall state my opinion to our own Government that the war 
cannot be carried on as long as things remain as they are. 

‘ The objection I have to the income tax is not that the rich 
merchants do not pay as much as they ought, according to the 
system, but that the system is so radically bad, that no person 
in Portugal pays one thousandth, instead of a tenth of this 
income. ‘The tax is laid upon classes; that is to say, the in- 
comes of the clergy, the nobility, merchants, lawyers, &c., are 
supposed to amount to certain gross sums, of which the Go- 
vernment require a tenth, which the several classes divide 
among themselves, the rate of income supposed, for no one 
class is equal to the real amount of the income of all the indi- 
viduals ; and then the people of Portugal talk of paying a 
10 per cent. income tax as we do! Do they know that there 
is not an officer of this army from whose pay the tenth part is 
not now subtracted for the state? It is really too bad, and 
cannot be borne. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C, Stuart, Esq. ° WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 
6 My DEAR SIR, ‘ Cartaxo, 28th December, 1810. 11 a.M. 

‘I have just received your letter of 4 p.m. yesterday, I 
desired Colonel Murray to write to you yesterday evening, to 
say that I wished General Lumley’s brigade to remain at 
Almeirim, or to be removed to Almeirim if it had marched from 
thence, and Colonel Campbell’s brigade of Portuguese infantry 
to Salvaterra, which disposition I beg may be carried into 
execution as soon as may be convenient, and if possible that 
the enemy may not observe it. 

‘ Brigadier General Fonseca’s brigade of Portuguese infantry 
may be cantoned at Chamusca, in the quarters occupied by 
Major General Lumley’s brigade ; and those for whom there 
may not be room at Chamusca may be at Almeirim. 

‘In respect to the disposition which you have detailed, it 
appears to me to answer well; excepting that it would have 
been desirable to keep the British infantry on the left of the 
Spaniards, or lower down the Tagus than the junction of the 
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Zezere, by which measure this part of the force would be more 
collected. 

‘I am concerned that you should conceive that I have 
directed you to keep in view objects ‘‘ in which you are almost 
sure of failing.” I am responsible, however, for these objects, 
and I hope they will not fail. 

“By the accounts which I have of the enemy's progress in 
the valley of the Mondego, he does not appear to me to move 
with great celerity. From the first accounts I thought it pro- 
bable that the head of the column would be at Thomar yes- 
terday. I do not think now it will be there till to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. W. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
€ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th December, 1810. 

‘I have considered the papers from Mr. which you 
left with me yesterday, and I am of opinion that, as com- 
mander of the British army, I ought not to object to allow a 
letter to be forwarded to the Commander in Chief of the 
French army, which has for its object the attainment of a 
commercial advantage for a British subject. If, therefore, 
Mr. continues to desire that his letter should be sent to 
Massena, it shall go through our advanced posts. 

‘I think, however, that there are some points which are 
worthy of the further consideration of Mr. 

‘ First, it is not clear to me that the troops under the com- 
mand of Massena have prevented the passage of Mr. ——’s 
sheep. He commands the army of Portugal, which consists 
exclusively. of the troops now in Portugal, and none others. 
These cannot have stopped Mr. °s sheep. 

‘ Secondly, supposing Massena to be inclined to aid Mr. 
in his speculations, he has not the power. His passport 
would not be regarded by the French officers not under his 
command, much less by the Spanish guerrillas, and the 
Portuguese commanders of militia and Ordenanza. Indeed, 
I doubt if the troops in Massena’s own head quarters would 
allow a flock of Merinos to pass through them, although pro- 
tected by his passport. These reasonings are founded upon 
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the supposition that Massena would be inclined to attend to 
Mr. ’s application. 

‘But thirdly, adverting to the decrees, particularly those 
lately issued by Massena’s master against all English com- 
merce, can it be believed that Massena would venture to 
facilitate the commerce of a British subject in an article so 
valuable as Merino sheep, upon which so much jealousy is 
already entertained in France ? 

‘It may be said that all this is true, and the only con- 
sequence of the application may be a refusal; but I would 
observe that the failure of all advantage from the application 
being certain, it ought not to be made; and more particularly 
it ought not to be made and founded upon the documents 
which Mr. has enclosed; the whole of which, with the 
application and the answer, will be published. 

‘In this view of the subject, it might become a question 
whether I ought to allow the papers to pass through my post. 
The application supposes the French armies to be in possession 
of a much larger proportion of Spain than I believe them to 
be; and we may depend upon it that the Spanish Government 
and people, and particularly the Cortes, who know that every 
sheep which is in the possession or power of the French is in 
their possession by robbery, or in their power by the effect of an 
usurpation, will not be pleased to see British subjects purchas- 
ing from their oppressors, and those who have robbed them of 
the animals which they value most, and thus furnishing the 
enemy with means, as far as they go, of carrying on the war. 

‘ However, I waive this consideration as affecting my de- 
cision on Mr. ’s application, but I think it well deserving 
his serious attention. I shall be obliged to you if you will 
communicate these opinions to Mr. 














‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major General * WELLINGTON. 
Sir B. Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 


* My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th December, 1810. 


‘ In consequence of your expressing in your last letter to 
me so anxious a desire that Gencral Hill should relieve you in 
Ban. 
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your command, and your apprehensions that the objects which 
I had in view might fail, I have requested Sir William Beres- 
ford to go over and take the command of the troops on the 
left of the Tagus, till General Hill's health shall be sufficiently 
re-established to enable him to resume his command. 

‘I have heard no more from the Mondego or Alva, of the 
progress of the enemy. The accounts which I had already 
received, state that their advanced guard were at Maceira on 
the 22nd, which is six leagues short of Moita, where Lobo's 
correspondent informs him they were on the same night. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. Sir W. Stewart. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eurl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


© My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 29th December, 1810. 

‘ Since I addressed you on the 22nd instant, I have received 
reports that the enemy’s troops, which had retired from Lower 
Beira in the end of last and the beginning of this month, had 
crossed the Coa at Almeida on the 15th and 16th instant, and 
had moved into Upper Beira by the roads of Pinhel and 
Trancoso, and of Alverca and Celorico. 

‘I have not been able to ascertain exactly the strength of 
the body of troops which have entered by this frontier, but it 
is stated to be 16,000 or 17,000 men; and consists, I should 
imagine, not only of Gardannes division, but of some, if not 
the whole, of the troops of the 9th corps. 

‘ By the last accounts I have of these troops, their advanced 
guard had arrived at Maceira, in the valley of the Mondego, 
on the 22nd, and their progress had not been rapid. But if 
they have continued their march, they ought by this time to 
be in communication with the enemy’s posts in the neighbour- 
hood of Thomar. 

‘General Silveira had retired his division of troops to 
Moimenta de Beira; but he, General Miller, and Colonel . 
Wilson, were expected to act across the Mondego upon the 
flanks and rear of the enemy’s troops, the whole of which, it 
appears, were marching on the left of that river. 
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‘No alteration has been made in the position of the enemy's 
troops in front of this army, excepting that a detachment of 
between 2000 and 3000 cavalry and infantry had moved into 
Lower Beira across the Zezere, towards Castello Branco, pro- 
bably with a view to gain intelligence. 

‘ By accounts from Estremadura it appears that Generals 
Mendizabel and Ballasteros have had some success in their 
operations against a French division belonging to Mortier’s 
corps, which had been stationed at Llerena. They have 
obliged this division to retire to Guadalcanal with some loss. 

‘It appears that Massena has till this moment had no com- 
munication with France, or even with the frontier of Spain, 
excepting that sent by General Foy; and that he was ignorant 
of the march into Lower Beira of General Gardanne’s division 
in November. One of his aides de camp has lately been taken 
in Lower Beira in the disguise of a peasant, having upon him 
a paper, of which I enclose the copy. ‘This person reports 
that the army still consists of the number of men which I had 
supposed, viz., 50,000, but that they are distressed for pro- 
visions, and in want of shoes, and of every article of 
equipment. 

‘There has been Jately no want of meat; but there had 
been no regular deliveries of bread to the soldiers since they 
entered Portugal. ‘They received a certain quantity of the 
flour of Indian corn, or of Indian corn which they ground and 
made use of as they could. ‘Their loss has been very severe, 
and they have still a very large number of sick. 

‘ When this person left Torres Novas on the 12th instant, 
he did not think it possible for them to remain in their position 
many days longer. The object of his mission was to urge 
forward the march of the reinforcements, which he said 
Massena expected would consist of the 9th and the 5th corps 
(Morticr's), and of the division under the command of 
Gardanne. He understood, that unless the reinforcements 
amounted to 30,000 men, Massena would retire to the frontiers 
of Spain across the Zezere, and by the road of Castello Branco; 
and that for this purpose he had established his bridges upon 
the Zezere; but from what he stated of the wants of the 
French army, of pay and resources of every description, and 
from the opinion which he said was generally entertained by 
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the general officers, that to gain possession of Lisbon was an 
object worth the loss of half of their army, it appears they are 
reduced to those desperate circumstances, that there is no risk 
which they will not incur which affords any chance of attain- 
ing their object. 

‘I have before informed your Lordship that it was my 
opinion that plunder was the original motive for the expedition 
into Portugal; and it is that for its continuance against every 
military principle, and at an immense sacrifice of men. What- 
ever may be Massena’s opinion of his chance of success in an 
attack upon the allied army, I am convinced he will make 
it if he receives the order from Paris, whatever may be the 
amount of the reinforcement which will be sent to him. 

‘ Under these circumstances, and having such an enemy to 
contend with, and knowing as I do, that there is no army in 
the Peninsula capable of contending with the enemy, excepting 
that under my command ; that there are no means of repairing 
any large losses I may sustain, and that any success acquired 
by a large sacrifice of men would be followed by the most dis- 
astrous consequences to the cause of the allies, I have deter- 
mined to persevere in the system which has hitherto saved all, 
and which I hope must end in the defeat of the enemy. 

‘Parts of Portugal have suffered, and continue to suffer 
from the invasion; but their sufferings have been occasioned 
in a great degree, and have been aggravated in every case, by 
the neglect or delay to adopt measures which I had recom- 
mended; and at all events, it is better that a part of the 
country should suffer, than that the whole should be lost. =~ 

‘I believe that the people of Lisbon and the neighbourhood 
have generally been supported by importations of provisions 
from foreign countries; and his Majesty’s Minister adopted 
measures some time ago, of which the effect must soon be 
felt, to secure large importations of provisions. The prices 
have been, and will probably continue to be high; but advert- 
ing to the large sums of money which the inhabitants of Lisbon 
have received, and are daily receiving for supplies, and for 
labor performed for the army, they are well able to pay these 
prices. 

‘Upon the whole, I entertain no doubt of the final success 
of the measures which I am carrying on; and at all events, 


80 PORTUGAL. 1810. 


I am certain that they are the only measures which can be 
entirely successful. 
«I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


¢ My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th December, 1810. 

‘My dispatch of this day will give you nearly all the in- 
formation I have. Since I wrote it, however, I have an 
account from my posts on the Tagus, that the enemy com- 
menced another bridge on the Zezere, on the night of the 27th. 
It is possible that at that time they had not received the 
account of the march of the reinforcement, though not very 
probable. 

‘IT am not quite sure that they are not going to retire ; but 
of this we may be certain, that they are going to do whatever 
has been ordered from Paris. 

‘I have heard from Madrid to-day, that General Foy had 
passed through that town on his way to Andalusia with orders 
for Soult. If this be true, it is probable that Mortier's corps, 
or even more troops, are directed to co-operate with Massena. 
Ido not mind even that reinforcement; but as I believe you 
have some regiments of infantry in readiness to reinforce us, 
I think you will do well to send them out. 

‘If I should find that they retire, which must be decided 
now in a few days, I can send them or others back ; and I 
shall send home nearly all the transports. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 
6 My pear Hitt, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th December, 1810. 

‘ In consequence of Major General Stewart having repeated 
his anxiety that you should return to resume your command, 
and stated his opinion that certain objects which I had held 
out to his attention must fail, I have prevailed upon Sir W. C. 
Beresford to go over the Tagus and take charge of affairs 
there till you shall be sufficiently recovered to join the army. 

‘ Although I am anxious that you should join again, I beg 
you will not think of moving until your health shall be firmly 
re-established ; as, however important it is in every view to 
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have you back with your command, it is more important that 
you should be sufficiently well to remain when you do come. 

‘ You will have heard that the enemy have got in a rein- 
forcement, which I believe must have joined them. By the 
accounts which we got last night it would appear that this re- 
inforcement consists of only one division of the 9th corps; and 
if this be true, all other appearances look like a retreat. How- 
ever, it is impossible to form any judgment of transactions 
which have been carried on with no fixed principle, and are ia 
the unnatural state in which the French are at present. 

- ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
* My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th December, 1816. 

‘ I enclose my dispatch written yesterday, which contains 
nearly all the news from hence. 

‘ Since writing it I have heard further of the progress of 
the French reinforcements, which must have communicated 
with their posts on the 26th, yet strange to say, the prisoners 
taken yesterday know nothing of it. 

‘From what Silveira writes I should think that only one 
division had moved forward. If that be true, it is probable 
that the whole will retire. 

‘ I hear from Madrid that General Foy passed through that 
city before the 16th, on his road to Andalusia, with orders to 
Soult. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General the Hon. 
C. Colville, President of a General Court Martial. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 

‘I have received your two letters of this day’s date, and I 
am very much concerned that I was out yesterday when you 
did me the favor to call. 

‘ The proceedings of the General Court Martial on private 
— of the regiment have been sent to England to be 
laid before his Majesty, as it was necessary that his pleasure 
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should be taken respecting the place to which ——— should be 
transported. I considered it most respectful to ask for his 
commands upon the sentence which had been passed upon 
him. I shall be obliged to you let me know whether you wish 
that your letter respecting should be transmitted to be 
Jaid before his Majesty. 

‘ In respect to the sentence on the trial of Surgeon ——, I 
am concerned that I cannot concur in it, although I shall con- 
firm it. Surgeon ’s own words in his statement to General 
Sontag, as well asim his defence, proved, in my opinion, the 
case of the prosecution on the second charge; and I am further 
of opinion that if private C had not been led in his ex- 
amination by Surgeon , and if he had been asked whether 
he carried a message to Baretti, and what that message was, 
the result would have been the same, and would have equally 
supported the prosecution; as he was examined, Surgeon 
put the words of the answer with the question ; for this reason 
I wished him ‘to be examined by the Court. I do not thiok 
what Mr. Nelson said is at all material to the case. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. C. Colvitle.' 

















Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


¢ My pear Beresronn, | ‘ Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 

‘I have just received letters from Cadiz to the 23rd, and I 
enclose the copy of a letter which the Admiral has received 
from Sir R. Keats, and a copy of one which Sir R. Keats 
has written to my brother, stating that troops had marched 
with Soult from the siege of Cadiz; so that I think it probable 
that we shall soon hear of their movements towards the fron- 
tiers of Portugal. 

‘ It is desirable that as soon as you shall receive this letter, 
you should send directions to have all the barcas on the Gua- 
diana secured on this side of the river, or probably destroyed, 
in order to force them at all events to go round by the bridge 
of Merida. 

‘ The prospect of the advance of a corps from the south into 
Alentejo is a new case in your situation on the left of the 
Tagus, upon which I will communicate to you my opinion, . 
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‘ You will have seen the description given of the boats col- 
lected in the Zezere, and the accounts of the manufacture of 
oars, from which it is obvious that they are intended for the 
passage of the ‘l'agus. 

‘I have nothing more from the Mondego or Alva, and it is 
very extraordinary that the prisoners taken on the 29th did 
not know of the arrival of the reinforcements, which must have 
been in communication on the 26th, and must have joined on 
the 27th. 

‘ The corps mentioned by Keats amounted, according to the 
last return I had of them, to 4480. 

‘ The provisioning of Abrantes will now be a most interest- 
ing point. | 

‘ Pray write to Lisbon to have the utmost exertion made to 
supply workmen to complete our works on the left of the 
Tagus. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
« Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. : “WELLINGTON. » 


‘I find that the letter from Madrid, mentioning Foy’s 
journey, is dated the 16th, so that it is not impossible that he 
carried the orders to Soult.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 


¢ Sir, * Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 

* I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th 
instant, and at the same time one from Mr. Wellesley of the 
23rd, conveying the intelligence that a detachment of the 
enemy's troops, hitherto employed in the siege of Cadiz, had 
marched to the northward under Soult, probably to co-operate 
with Massena against the allies in Portugal. This intelligence 
receives corroboration from the accounts which we have re- 
ceived here of the passage of General Foy through Madrid 
before the 16th, from Paris, with orders for Soult. 

* Under these circumstances it is not probable that a serious 
attack will be immediately made upon Cadiz; and if you 
should be decidedly of opinion, from the intelligence received 
at Cadiz, that these troops and Mortier’s corps have marched 
into Portugal, I request you to have the Chasseurs Britanniques 
embarked in the ships which will sail from the Tagus at the 
same time with this letter, and send this regiment round to 
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the Tagus. If, however, you should think it expedient to de- 
tain the Chasseurs Britanniques, I beg you to send back the 
ships. 

‘I also request you will send on the troops expected from 
Sicily, if they should arrive at Cadiz. 

« It is desirable not to send the German deserters, who have 
been attached to the Chasseurs Britanniques. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General Graham.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘My pear Henry, ‘Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 

‘I have received your letters of the 18th and 23rd instant, 
and although I sent you yesterday all the intelligence I had 
to communicate, I do not delay sending you an answer to 
those letters by the ships which I send to Cadiz, eventually to 
bring away the Chasseurs Britanniques. 

‘ The conduct of the Cortes, in respect to the late Regency, 
is shocking; and I much fear, from all that I see and hear, 
that unless I can defeat the enemy, and hold my ground in this 
country, the whole game in Spain is at an end. 

‘I have no doubt of the truth of the intelligence sent you 
by Admiral Keats, forwarded in your letter of the 23rd, and I 
have written to General Graham, to request him to send. round 
the Chasseurs Britanniques, and the remainder of the Sicilian 
reinforcement when it shall arrive, if he should believe it to be 
true. 

‘ I have no intelligence from Silveira which can throw light 
upon the movements of the other troops. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
€ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 
« I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 30th 
instant, in answer to which I have to inform you that, under 
the circumstances of the moment, there can exist no necessity 
for sending vessels to remove the troops from Cadiz. 
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€ The information brought from Cadiz of the 23rd instant, 
shows that the Cortes have either repealed or modified their 
decree for the removal from Cadiz of the members of the late 
Regency; and so much dissatisfaction is not now felt upon 
the subject. 

‘It is desirable, however, that we should have the services 
of the Chasseurs Britanniques in this country from Cadiz, and 
I write by this opportunity to Lieut. General Graham, to re- 
quest that this corps may be sent here, if he should believe that 
the troops in Andalusia have actually marched for Portugal. 
You will be better informed than I can be whether Sir Richard 
Keats possesses the means of transporting this regiment, but if 
you should think he does not possess them, I request you to 
send to Cadiz troop ships of war, if there are any in the Tagus, 
if not, coppered transports to convey 1000 men. 

+ © Jf General Graham should not think proper to send this 
regiment, it is desirable that these ships should return to the 


‘Tagus. | 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. | 
«,Wice Admiral | … © WELLINGTON. 
… the Hon, G. Berkeley. - 


"Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. | 


«My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 31st December, 1810. 
' «6 T enclose a letter from General Campbell, which shows 
that before he had received my letter, containing the represen- 
tation of the wish of the inhabitants of Alemquer, to have the 
use of one of their churches, which you had transmitted, he 
had already given them what they required, and they had 
used it. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 80th December. I have 
already had great difficulty in arranging the business of quar- 
tering the officers of the army at Lisbon, and have given 
orders upon this subject in respect to that town and other parts 
of Portugal, of which I enclose copies. I cannot be certain 
that these orders have in every instance been obeyed, but it is 
difficult to have orders obeyed by the officers which affect their 
own convenience, when the inhabitants of the towns do not 
attend to any regulations upon the same subject; and I re- 
ceive innumerable complaints, particularly of the conduct of 
the inhabitants of Lisbon. 
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‘In respect to M. de Forjaz’s regulations, they look very 
well upon paper, but who will attend to them? The officers 
of the British army in England are not billeted upon private 
houses, but upon inns. There is not an inn in Portugal, in 
which an officer could be billeted, and it would follow that, 
owing to the deficiency of inns, the officers must go into the 
streets. “he soldiers also, where there are no convents to 
cover them, must be exposed to the open air, because there 
are no public- houses in which they can be billeted ; but Mons. 
de Forjaz will probably have no objection to their being bil- 
lcted where we like in the country, contrary to the proposed 
regulation and our own law, which is to be introduced here, 
provided Lisbon is not disturbed by either officers or soldiers ! 

‘1 do not see what further steps I can take in the business, 
and I only desire that when my order is disobeyed, complaint 
may be made, stating the name of the person, and that the 
complainant may be prepared to prove his story before a 
Court Martial. 

‘I declare that I think it disgraceful to the Portuguese 
Government, and to the people of Lisbon in particular, that 
such a proposition should have been made as has come from 
Mons. de Forjaz. They have now part of one battalion in 
Lisbon, and some convalescents at Belem : some of the officers 
attached to whom must be lodged in the town. They have 
besides some sick and wounded officers there, and occasionally 
a regiment passes a night or two in Lisbon, when it lands from 
England or from Cadiz. Are the people of Lisbon so inhos- 
pitable that the officers of these corps must be put, on their 
landing, into cold, damp, and dark empty houses, without the 
chance of getting any thing to eat? Is there an inn or tavern 
at Lisbon to which an officer can go in such circumstances ? 

‘ But I forgot, the General Officers of the army, those upon 
the staff, the officers of the Guards (for the others can but ill 
afford the expense) do occasionally go to Lisbon for a day or 
two for their amusement. Is Mons. de Forjaz serious in ex- 
pressing a wish that officers of this description should go into 
empty houses, or into the street? Is this the mode in which 
the cause of Portugal is to be made popular in the British 
army? Is every consideration to be sacrificed to the caprice 
and ease of the people af Lisbon? Are officers of this class— 
am IT and Marshal Beresford to be provided with a lodging 
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upon billet, but the others who go there upon duty, and who 
can less afford, or bear the hardsbip, be put into the empty 
houses, or into the street? As for my part, I do not go often 
to Lisbon, but if the rule is made for one class it must for all, 
and I will have no lodging upon billet any more than any other 
officer of the army. The circumstances stated by Mons. de 
Forjaz respecting the mode of lodging the British officers for- 
merly, suit neither the circumstances of the army, nor of the 
times. I declare that I have no patience with the constant 
efforts which I see made by the Government to indulge the 
caprice and ease of the people of Lisbon, at the expense of every 
other consideration; and they prefer to have recourse to any 
expedients rather than oblige them to do what they dislike, 
which is, when they make a complaint of an officer to appear 
before a Court and prove it. 

‘ You will have seen the intelligence contained in my 
brother’s letter of the 23rd, respecting the breaking up of 
some battalions from the army of the siege of Cadiz. I am 
certain that we are about to have another grand advance of the 
enemy. ‘The works on the left of the Tagus are not going on 
near so fast as they ought for want of hands. Captain Gold- 
fmch has lately had only 200 men instead of 4000. It is 
curious that, notwithstanding the people are said to be starv- 
ing, and we are ready to give them work, and money and 
bread in payment, the Government and their officers are un- 
able to collect them for us! 

‘ The French will be in Alentejo before those works will be 
prepared, and then there will be a fine breeze in Lisbon. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier Don 
Miguel Alava. 


‘Mon cuee Dom Micurt, ‘ Cartaxo, ce 1 Janvier, 1811. 
‘Je suis bien obligé de vos deux lettres. Les affaires 
Espagnoles n'ont pas prospéré dernièrement; mais quand 
elles seront au pire, il faut toujours espérer qu'elles devien- 
dront meilleures. 
‘ J'ai écrit au Général Virues pour lui dire ce qu’il faudrait 
faire pour ouvrir la communication entre Badajoz et Elvas, 
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dége Ce Bacasa Mrs oo a s mai arrangé les troupes 
Exgaz-ues 6260 2e peus capter sar nem, et voila ls grande 
der En toct cas. je me ros fire plus pour Badajoz 
que Guang kes readorts arr-verons de | Angleterre. 

‘Jai cert an Gtea+tra Beïesturos pour bai dire le secret 
qu'on cranstait faire uve sortie Ce Cadiz le 23; et pour le prier 
de se porter sur Sevie aussitôt que Gazem marcherait vers 
Cadiz, ce qu'il fera sûremen: a la premicre alarme Alors 
on détachera de ia troupe de Badajoz, ou de Cadiz vers Seville; 
et si on fait ou l'un ou l'autre La cause v gagnera quelque 
chose. 

‘ J'ai pri: Balesteros de ne pas se compromettre dans une 
mauvaise affaire; mais que si l'ennemi marchait vers Seville 
de Badajoz il devait repasser la Guadiana et joindre la troupe 
aupres d'Elvas afin de faire relever le siège entièrement. Je 
ne sais pas si toute cette combinaison réussirait, mais c'est tout 
ce que je pourrai faire à présent. 

‘ Toujours votre fidèle, 
+ rig. Don 31. Alaca. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Visrount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. 
‘Mv pyar Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist January, 1811. 

‘ [ have just received your letter of yesterday. There is really 
no reason for fagging Otway's brigade of cavalry. A few 
videttes upon the river are all that can be required from him. 

‘ Chamusca formerly held two British regiments of infantry. 
It has now one of British infantry, and I should think might 
hold the whole, or at all events a great part of Fronseca’s Por- 
tuguese brigade. That part of Fronseca’s brigade which 
cannot be in Chamusca, should be in the nearest place in 
which, down the river, it is possible to put them; and if they 
cannot be put clsewhere, they should be in Almeirim, and if 
there should not be room there, besides, for General Lumley’s 
brigade of British infantry, some of the regiments of this bri- 
made should be moved lower down to Mugem or elsewhere. 

‘] sce no objection to the occupation of Arripeado. It 
would be better if all the troops could be not only out of 
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reach, but also out of sight from the right of the river; but as 
this cannot be, they must only occupy those points in which 
they can be cantoned with convenience, till the enemy shah 
oblige them to withdraw from them, but I should think they 
would have the worst of a system of annoyance to cantonments. 
“I enclose a letter from: Austin, and one which I have 
received this day from Stewart, and my answer. Nothing has 
tome from Coimbra since you went away. The 14 battalions 
must be Claparéde’s division, and cannot be more than 8000 
men, and the cavalry and artillery and gensdarmes may be 
500 or 600 more. 
‘ Believe me, &c. - 

* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


. © Return the enclosed letters.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Marshal - 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
. Mr DEAR BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist January, 1811. 

“1 enclose the letters just received from Bacellar. I keep 
that to D’Urban, as being of the same date, and to the same 
purport with that to Lemos, and it will be useful to me as a 
memorandum. 

‘ I likewise enclose Silveira’s letters of the 22nd and 23rd, 
enclosing a letter from Salamanca of the 14th. In this you 
will observe that three battalions of the 8th, 24th, and 45th, 
are stated to be at Salamanca on the 14th, whereas they are in 
Wilson’s list sent to Bacellar. The sentence, however, in the 
Spanish letter may be construed as meaning that the two pieces 
of cannon which remain at Salamanca came from Valladolid 
with the 8th, 24th and 45th regiments, and | think Wilson is 
not mistaken in his battalions, which are eleven of those of the 
Oth corps, and are in one division in my book. 

‘ It is unlucky that our correspondents, when they state a cir- 
cumstance one day, and find themselves mistaken in it the next, 
do not correct themselves, and state their error; and owing to 
this omission our accounts are never consistent. , 

‘Wilson talks, in his letter to Bacellar, of the 25th, of 
another division crossing the Alva higher up. In his letter to 
D'Urban of the 27th, he says only one division has crossed the 
Alva, and the others are following ; and he talks of the divi- 


90 PORTUGAL. 1811. 


sion which has crossed consisting of fourteen battalions, of 
which he has given Bacellar the list, whereas he has given 
Bacellar the list of only eleven. The other division of the 9th 
corps consists of fifteen battalions, of which I have not got the 
account of the arrival in Castille of more than twelve. The 
halt of the 4000 men at Pinhel is a curious circumstance. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘P.S. In Grant's letter of the 27th, he says that the 
enemy's division which left Celorico marched by Arganil and 
Goes, and as Wilson mentions that ten battalions passed the 
Alva, and in his second letter talks of fourteen battalions, I am 
inclined to think that both divisions have come in, one of 
eleven, the other of fourteen battalions; and that one has 
passed the Alva at Murcella, the other at Arganil; and that 
the prisoners taken on the first day belonged to the first, and 
on the second day to the second. However, this depends 
upon the truth of Grant’s report.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 


6 My Dear COLONEL, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist January, 1811. 

‘You were President of a General Court Martial, which 
tried a driver of the artillery, in the month of February last, 
for robbing a chapel. The sentence of the Court Martial was 
not put in orders; and, as well as I recollect, I sent it for 
the confirmation of his Majesty ; but I have no document to 
show what I did with it. 1 shall know whether I sent it for 
his Majesty’s confirmation when I see what the sentence of 
the Court was; and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
endeavor to recollect it and inform me of it. Dr. Crampton 
was the Judge Advocate, and could possibly assist your 
memory. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Colonel Peacocke.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 
¢ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist January, 1811, 
« I have received your letter of yesterday, and I acknow- 
ledge that I do not understand the object in view in bringing 
forward the papers of which you have ‘inclosed cupies. 
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‘ They are memorandums of arrangements between the 
Government and Beresford, when he assumed the command 
of the Portuguese army; and I doubt whether they are the 
whole that passed between the Government and Beresford 
upon that occasion, and he is not here to give me the infor- 
mation. But the arrangement, or understanding, by which 
the general operations of both armies were placed in the hands 
of the British Commander in Chief was, I believe, made by 
the Secretary of State through his Majesty’s Minister at Lis- 
bon. I was so informed when I left England in April, 1809 ; 
and I think it certain, that when the King’s Ministers sent a 
British General to take the command of the Portuguese army, 
they took care to stipulate for such an arrangement, as that 
there should be no difference between him and the Commander 
in Chief of the British army in the Peninsula; Beresford could 
not, of course, have made such a stipulation, it must have been 
made by some superior authority, and is merely referred to 
and acknowledged by him. 

‘In respect to me, | arrived in April, and was immediately 
appointed by the Government to be Marshal General of the 
army. ‘This appointment was made partly by way of compli- 
ment to me, and partly, as I understood, to provide for my 
having the general control over the operations of both armies, 
without reference to the arrangement which had been made 
on that subject by the King’s Government for their own 
Commander in Chief. 

‘I was afterwards appointed Marshal General of the army 
by the Prince Regent, with the same powers and privileges as 
Duc de la Foens; and, indeed, it was intended by that ap- 
pointment, which was the result of an intrigue (of the Princi- 
pal Souza I believe), that I should conduct not only the general 
operations but the detail of the Portuguese army ; and, upon 
conference with the Regency, I declined to do more than con- 
duct the general operations, as connected with those of the 
British army ; and, by their desire, wrote them a letter in 
October, 1809, in which I recommended that the separate 
command of the Portuguese army should be continued to 
Beresford ; so this question stands. I conduct the operations 
of the Portuguese army as Marshal General, without any 
reference to the Secretariat, and as Commander in Chief of 
the British army under the stipulation, which I believe was 
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made by the British Government when they allowed a British 
General to be appointed to the chief command of the Portu- 
guese army. 

‘I agree with you in thinking that it is best not to give any 
answer to M. de Forjaz’s note, at least till you shall be informed 
whether the stipulation, which I suppose, was really made by 
the King’s Government. It certainly ought to have been 
made, otherwise the Commander in Chief of the King’s army 
could not be responsible for the operations, nor the King’s 
Government for anything more than the employment of an 
army in this country. But I think it as well to apprise you of 
these facts, and this reasoning, in case there should be any 
further discussion on this subject in the Regency. 

‘ There is one point on which I think you are mistaken, and 
that is, my being a member of the Regency. You will not see 
my name in any commission of the Government, nor is there 
any appointment of the kind that I know of. The Govern- 
ment are only desired to consult me, and to act according'to 
my opinion on all military and financial subjects, even when 
I am absent from Lisbon. But I do not conceive that I have 
any right to act or deliberate as a Regent. I refer you to the 
different Curta Regia upon this subject. 

‘The conduct of the Patriarch and of the Principal is very 
improper. I am convinced from this conduct, as well as from 
other circumstances which have come to my knowledge, that 
these persons are endeavoring to form an Anti-English party ; 
which affords another reason for removing the Principal from 
Lisbon. 

‘ The accounts from Austin of the 27th, confirm those from 
Cadiz of the 23rd, of the assembly of a body of troops from 
Seville, and of the march of Soult from Cadiz. It is possible, 
however, that, as the accounts from Cadiz come by Faro, 
Austin may have received them from Cadiz likewise. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
*C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My peak BerEsForp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd January, 1811. 
« The letters which I now send, including one from Silveira 
of the 24th December, would tend to show that the 2nd 
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division of the 9th corps had not yet come in, but it still 
appears that some troops passed by Arganil and Goes, and it 
is unfortunate that Colonel Wilson has not either explained, 
or contradicted, the report in his letter of the 25th, stating 
that the 2nd division was passing the Alva higher up. The 
Marquis de la Romana had yesterday a letter from Mendi- 
zabel from Llerena, of the 26th; and one from the superin- 
tendent of the posts at Badajoz, of the 29th; neither of them 
mentioning the assembly of troops at Seville. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.Bo ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 

. Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ My pear Beresrorp, * Cartaxo, 2nd January, 1811. 
. “I enclose a letter from the Marquis de la Romana to 
Mendizabel, which it is desirable should be sent forward as 
soon ag possible, by the shortest road, which appears to be 
. direct from Abrantes. Will you be so kind as to forward it? 
It. contains directions to him to be prepared to break the 
bridges of Merida and Medellin, and to prevent the enemy 
from crossing the Guadiana if possible, 
: ‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. . 

+ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd January, 1811. 

¢ F have received your letter of yesterday’s date. I cannot 
find in my map the place mentioned by Dom M. de Forjaz’s 
correspondent at Mourad, that of the assembly of the enemy’s 
army. But I thought it most probable that they would enter 
Alentejo by one of the lower fords or ferries of the Guadiana, 
and they might have assembled some troops in the neighbour- 
hood of Mourad. 

‘I am afraid that we shall be mistaken, if we reckon upon 
the French not quitting Andalusia on account of the opera- 
tions of the Spaniards. They will carry on no operations, 
excepting by their guerrillas; and I am sorry to say, that I 
observe, in several letters which the Marquis de la Romana 
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grain from Alentejo, but I am very certain that they have 
not drawn from that province one third of what it can 
afford. The want of money, however, must have prevented 
them from drawing supplies both from the northern and 
southern provinces in the quantities which both could afford. 
But though the Government have not money to advance to 
purchase supplies for the consumption of the capital, there are 
persons there who have capitals which they would lay out in 
this manner, if the Government would encouragethem. They 
might require our credit and influence to prevail upon persons 
of this description to embark in those speculations, with which 
I have always been willing to assist them as far as I have had 
any thing to say to the subject. But since the Principal 
Souza has been in the Government, there has been a coldness 
towards us, and a want of confidence in all their proceedings, 
which, if it continues, must end in the loss of the country. 

‘I observe that M. de Forjaz’s letters upon the removal of 
property to places of safety in Alentejo, are dated, some of 
them, as far back as July, and others in September. These 
orders, and I fear those regarding the labourers on the left of 
the Tagus, are just so much waste paper. 

‘I never entertained a doubt that M. de Forjaz would 
make the best arrangement, and give all the necessary orders 
for the performance of any service. But there exists in the 
people of Portugal an unconquerable love of their ease, which 
is superior even to their fear and detestation of the enemy. 
Neither will they, or their magistrates, or the Government, 
see that the temporary indulgence of this passion for tranquil-« 
lity must occasion the greatest misfortunes to the state, and 
hardships to the individuals themselves; and no person in the 
country likes to have his tranquillity and habits disturbed for 
any purpose, however important, or to be the instrument of 
disturbing those of others. Thus every arrangement is de- 
feated, and every order disobeyed with impunity. The 
magistrate will not force the inhabitants to adopt a measure, 
however beneficial to the state and himself, which will disturb 
his old habits; and the Government will not force the magi 
strate to do that which will be disagreeable to him and to the 
people ; thus we shall go on to the end of time. 

| ‘ Believe me, &c. 

« C. Stuart, Esq. 6 WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to P. Rawlings, Esq., 
Deputy Commissary General. 


« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 4th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 2nd instant, and I have 
repeatedly told Mr. Kennedy, that if he would recommend that 
you should have leave of absence, I would grant it; but as he 
did not think proper to recommend that your application 
should be complied with, I desired that it might be referred 
to the Commissary i in Chief. 

‘ It 1s expected from every officer at the head of an army, 
that he will oblige the officers attached to the several depart- 
ments to do their duty, and that he will not allow them to 
absent themselves excepting for sufficient cause. The public 
acknowledge no cause sufficient for the absence of any officer 
from his duty, excepting health, which must be certified by the 
tegular medical authorities. 

‘ Besides this cause of absence, I have admitted of another 
in this anny, which I believe never before was admitted in an 
army upon actual service, and for which I am scarcely justi- 
fiable, and that is business, the settlement of which requires 
the presence of the officer in England, and is paramount to 
every other consideration in life. 

* As the head of the Commissariat department in England 
is responsible that this army shall be well supplied with officers 
to perform the duty, it is still more doubtful whether I am 
justifiable in allowing an officer of the Commissariat to quit 
his duty on that plea, without the consent of the Commissary 
in Chief, and it is certainly not justifiable without the con- 
sent of the Commissary General of this army. I must, there- 
fore, refer you to Mr. Kennedy. 

‘ I have thought proper to enter into this explanation upon 
this subject, which it appears to me that you have misunder- 
stood, and I assure you that I have no desire to apply this, or 
any other rule of the service, to your case, in a manner dif- 
ferent from that in which it is applied to the case of every 
other officer in a similar situation in the army. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ P. Rawlings, Esyq., ‘ WELLINGTON, 
Deputy Commissary General. 
VOL. Vil. H 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 4th January, 1811, 
My pear Beresrorp, 10 at noon. 

‘I enclose a letter from Sir William Erskine, enclosing one 
from Pack. 

‘I shall speak to the Commissary General regarding the 
assistance to be given to Pack, but I fear that we cannot 
supply mules to carry forage for the mules attached to his 
brigade, and they must supply themselves, or we must with- 
draw his brigade altogether nearer to the forage. Some of the 
dragoons of this army send three leagues for straw. 

‘The militia employed at work on our lines were to be 
paid two vintems per diem, according to the arrangement 
which you made when the works were begun ; and I recollect 
perfectly to have given orders that the militia of Le Cor's 
brigade, employed in the Alhandra district, should be paid for 
their work, (although it was strictly for their own defence, . 
and contrary to rule to pay for it,) in consequence of the 
unfortunate situation of the country. These orders were given 
to Colonel Fletcher, who says he gave them, I suppose to 
Captain Squire, But Captain Squire has gone with General 
Hill’s corps from the lines, in consequence of which, this order 
has not been obeyed, and other irregularities have occurred. 
But I will have this matter set right. 

‘Colonel Oliver’s report is very clear, and there is no 
doubt that the road along the left bank of the Tagus should 
be put in repair, and those who put it in repair should be paid 
for their trouble. But I fear it will be going a little too far 
for me to pay for this work. Indeed I do not know that 
in these days of economy, I shall not be brought over the 
coals for having paid for all works superintended by British 
engineers. There is a fund in all the districts in Portugal for 
works of this description, which the Government are now 
thinking of laying their hands upon, but which might as well 
be applied to the purpose for which it was intended on this 
road. 

‘In respect to the use of the road, it appears to me very 
clear, that no repair we can give it will make it a practicable 
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communication for our army in the heavy rains. If we are 
obliged to alter our position when these shall fall, the artillery, 
at least, must go from Almeirim to Caruxe, thence to Canha 
and Pegoés, for Aldea Galega, which road is not much about, 
for any thing else, and they would not be longer on the road, 
which is what is required. 

‘I am very much afraid, after all, that it is quite imprac- 
ticable to march troops across the island of Lyceria in the wet 
weather. The roads upon it were examined, and reported 
upon by Captain , who is a very fine young man, edu- 
cated at Wycombe, who was appointed to the staff of this 
army by the Commander in Chief, on account of the abilities 
he showed there. But he has no experience, and I can have 
no reliance upon his report, and I have sent over Scovell, 
taking with him an English officer from Campbell's brigade, 
to examine the island, and decide whether it is practicable for 
infantry to march across it in wet weather from Camora 
Correa. 

« JL have letters from Cadiz to the 29th; the detachment 
had certainly marched from thence, but. it was not known to 
what place. Some suppose towards Badajoz, others to attack 
Algeziras, against which place the French manifestly entertain 
some design. 





‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Serene Highness 
the Duke of Brunswick. 

‘ Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 4th January, 1811. 

‘I am much concerned to have to report to your Highness 
the death of Colonel Horfe, of your Highness’s legion; and I 
request your Highness to recommend to his Majesty an officer 
to succeed to his situation. 

* Believe me, &c. 


« His Serene Highness ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Duke of Brunswick.’ 
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Lieut. Generai Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford. 


‘Cartaxo, 5th January, 181}. 
‘My pear BereEsrorp, À past 11 a.m. 

‘TI received in the night your letters of the 4th. I shall 
write to the Admiral to have four boats for the bridge over the 
creek at Aldea Galega, and I shall send over to ascertain the 
number and capacity of the boats for a bridge in charge of the 
lieutenant at Salvaterra. It is impossible, however, to do busi- 


ness in this way. 
‘I have no objection to your bringing 12 pounders from 


Abrantes to the ground opposite Punhete, if you think any 
can be spared from that place. I think, however, that this is 
deserving of some further consideration. __ 

‘ First: I observe that Captain Squire's report on the rela- 
tive state of things at Punhete is so far defective that he has 
not stated at what distance from the right bank of the river 
the enemy’s ground rises, and becomes superior to ours. I 
believe close to the bank. 

‘ Secondly : What is our object in establishing a heavy bat- 
tery on the ground opposite the Zezere ? 

‘ Unless we make it more formidable than I believe we have 

he means of making it, we shall not have it in our power to 

destroy the bridge and depôt of boats before the enemy will 
have it in their power to take them out of our reach. Then 
the question is, whether our 9 and 6 pounders are not guns of 
sufficient capacity to enable us to command, from the highest 
ground on the left bank, the communication from the Zezere 
to the Tagus? I think, from the account of the distances, the 
9 pounders certainly would, and that the 6 pounders would 
be very formidable. I do not mean to say that the enemy 
might not in dark nights slip out of the Zezere into the Tagus 
with their boats; but they would equally effect this object in 
the night if we had guns of heavier metal in our batteries on 
the left bank ; and we should be obliged to leave in our bat- 
teries the heavier guns, whereas the 9 pounders and 6 pounders 
could be moved with the troops. 

‘ I therefore think that we should confine ourselves to com- 
manding with our cannon the communication between the two 
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rivers; and that if we attempt more, it should be by a more 
powerful fire of artillery, which should be opened at once upon 
the bridge and boats, and continued as long as any of them 
swim, or can be seen. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Fririon, to which I purpose to send 
for answer that I shall make no arrangement for an exchange 
till that shall be carried into execution which was before 
made; and that I have no prisoner of war by name Masca- 
renhas, but that a Portuguese of that name had been taken 
in the disguise of a Spanish peasant, having in his posses- 
sion dispatches from the Prince of Essling to the Prince 
of Wagram. Before I send this answer, however, I wish to 
know from you in what manner, and where, Captain Pinto 
was taken. 

‘ The packet is arrived, and Burgh is come up. He has 
brought papers to the 17th. The King was still very unwell, 
and the physicians were under examination before the two 
Houses of Parliament. Your letters are not come up yet; 
but I think I shall detain this letter till they arrive. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My bear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter dated the 3rd; and I now 
enclose a letter from Sir W. Beresford on the same subject. 

€ My opinion is, that there is a plot on foot against the 
English, at the head of which are the Bishop and Souza; 
and that they want to be able to show that they pro- 
tested against our pretensions to command their army. I 
think also that the continued absence of the Bishop and 
Souza from the council is in consequence, or rather a branch, 
of this plot. 

‘ The Bishop has, I understand, absented himself since the 
day on which it was agreed to new model and increase the 
taxes, and to introduce various economical reforms into the 
different departments of the Government. We may depend 
upon it that neither the one nor the other, however beneficial 
to the country, can be effected without creating much dis- 
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content, particularly among those who will be the objects 
of the reforms, or from whose pockets the increased taxes 
will be taken. This discontent will spread to those who 
(although they may not feel the effects of these measures, 
excepting in the general good they will do) feel the distresses 
of the times, or pretend they suffer from the existing situation 
of affairs. 

‘ The Bishop and Souza, and the anti-Anglican party will 
take advantage of this discontent to point out their own dif- 
ferences with us upon military and other measures. They 
desire to prevent us from assuming the exclusive control over 
the national army; and their absence from the council, after 
they found that we were determined to increase the burthens 
of the people, and to dismiss the old servants of the Govern- 
ment ;—all this will go to the ruin of the country, I acknow- 
ledge; but what is there that ambition and folly will not 
meditate and undertake ! 

‘ Now, I recommend to you, first, to have a letter written 
to the Patriarch and the Principal, drawing their attention to 
the different orders from the Prince, directing improvements 
in the revenue, and reforms in the expenditure, and pointing 
out the existing state of the finances, the large deficit, &c. &c., 
and informing them that the Regency were employed in de- 
liberating upon the means of increasing the revenue, and di- 
minishing the expenditure, and inviting them, in the name 
of their colleagues, to assist in the deliberations upon these 
subjects. | 

‘ Secondly : Adverting to the discontent which always follows 
reform of expenditure, | recommend to you to proceed with 
caution in the reform of the different juntas and boards. Let 
no man, or at all events number of men, be discharged from the 
service without having some visible means of livelihood left. 
There are, I believe, some members of these juntas and boards 
who have fortunes besides their salaries, of which last they 
may be deprived, and still continue members of the junta. In 
the inferior departments of the Customs also, of which it may 
be necessary to discharge many officers, either the half or a 
third of their salary should be continued to those not otherwise 
provided for. If these measures are not adopted, there will be 
serious discontent in Lisbon, which will be encouraged by these 
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people ; and it will be worse than an additional 20,000 men to 
the enemy. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Return Sir William Beresford’s letter, &c.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Srr, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th January, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 3rd, in which you have 
transmitted the answer of the Secretary of the Government of 
Portugal to the communication made in my letter of the 22nd 
December, regarding the murder of a woman by Michael 
Grove, a British soldier. 

. € I consider this soldier to be amenable to the laws and civil 
tribunals of this country for this offence ; and I shall give 
orders that he may be delivered over to the civil power, as 
soon as the requisition may be made for him, through you. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ Si, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th January, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 4th, in which you have 
enclosed one from the Spanish Minister at Lisbon, upon the 
subject of Spanish subjects who may endeavor to avoid the 
military service, by seeking employment in the train of the 
British army. I have already had a correspondence with his 
Majesty's Minister at Cadiz upon this subject ; and I enclose 
the copy of a letter which M. de Bardaxi wrote to him, which 
I conceive puts an end to this discussion, as far as those Spanish 
subjects are concerned, who have employment in the train of 
this army. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpoo!, 
Secretary of State. 


« My pear Loup, « Cartaxo, Sth January, 1811, 

‘ I enclose a letter which General Stewart has received from 
Admiral Berkeley, regarding certain orders sent from England, 
to prevent officers of the army, or others (with the exception 
of Mr. Downie), from sending Merino sheep home in the 
transports which may be going to England. I do not believe 
that your Lordship has any knowledge of this order, and at all 
events of the exceptions of its provisions in favor of Mr. 
Downie only ; and therefore I venture upon it. I can assure 
you that I have no Merino sheep, and do not intend to have 
any. I never had but one, which Lord Wellesley gave me at 
Cadiz, and took home for me; but there are several officers of 
rank in this army who have got them, either for themselves or 
their friends, and it surely would not be desirable to prevent 
their sending home these sheep, at their own expense for food, 
&c., in the transports which may be going home from time to 
time on the public service. 

‘The opportunity of obliging persons of this description 
seldom occurs; and from the various arrangements of the ser- 
vice which have been made within these few years, the com- 
mander of the army abroad, however large the concern he has 
to manage, has it not in his power to gratify or oblige an 
officer under his command. But it is quite new that he should 
be precluded, by orders from the Transport Board to an infe- 
rior officer, from allowing the officers of the army to send to 
England that which it 1s desirable should go to England, pro- 
vided it can be sent with perfect convenience to the service; 
and that at the same time the Transport Board should give to 
one individual of this army the exclusive privilege of sending 
to England this same property. 

‘I endeavor, as much as possible, to carry on the service, 
notwithstanding the various and discordant authorities with 
which I am concerned; but I am convinced that your Lord- 
ship. and his Majesty’s Government, do not expect that I cau 
continue to carry it on as it has been, if I am to be deprived 
of all the power of gratifying any body, or that [ can submit 
to allow any board to interfere with those powers, the means 
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sors in command have enjoyed, and without which not one of 
them would have continued so long to carry on the business of 
the country. 

‘ It may be a regulation of economy to make the officers of 
the army pay freight for what they send home in the trans- 
ports, although that regulation is quite new; but surely there 
should be no exclusion of the property of those who are willing 
to pay the freight. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellingion, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your Lordship’s duplicate of the 8th De- 
cember, regarding the French prisoners in this country, and the 
directions which it contains will of course be attended to; but 
I am apprehensive that we shall experience much inconvenience 
in having so many prisoners to take care of, at the same time 
that we have other important objects to attend to. 

‘It is in vain to expect any assistance, either in money or 
otherwise, from the Portuguese Government, to provide for 
the removal of these prisoners, or for the care of them at Lis- 
bon, or in any distant part of the world. That, as well as 
every thing else, must fall upon me; and I must take the best 
care of them I can. 

* Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


* My Lorn, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th January, 1811. 

‘ The reinforcements to the enemy's army in this country, 
which I informed your Lordship in my dispatch of the 29th 
December, were on their march in the valley of the Mondego, 
arrived upon the Alva at Murcella on the 24th, which river 
they crossed by a ford on the following day, and continued 
their march to join the army. 
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* Colonel Wilson, who had retired from Espinhal and crossed 
the Mondego upon hearing cf the advance of these troops, 
lest he should be involved in an unequai contest in front and 
rear at the same time, re-passed the Mondego on the 25th, and 
annoyed the enemy’s rear on bis march of the 25th and 26th, 
from the Alva towards Espinhal. He took some prisoners, 
and cut off some of their small detachments, which fell into 
the hands of the ordenanza. He learnt from the prisoners 
that this force consisted of 11 battalions of the Qh corps 
darmee, shich are the same that were assembled at Nantes 
during the summer. 

* I have not been abie to ascertain whether more have joined 
them since in the division, which was followed by Colonel 
Wilson ; but I beheve from all the intelligence that these 11 
battalions compose the whole reinforcement which has yet ad- 
vanced, and that they are about S000 men. 

‘The division which had marched to Pinhel, and the 
advanced guard of which had been at Trancoso, when I last 
addressed your Lordship, was still at Pinhel on the 26th De- 
cember, when I last heard from General Silveira, whose head 
quarters were at Torrinha This division is either the 2nd 
division of the 9th corps, or is the division of troops which 
marched to Cardigos and returned again in November, under 
General Gardanne. 

‘ I have letters from Cadiz of the 23rd and 29th December, 
stating that Marshal Soult had marched from the army en- 
gaged in the operations against that place, with 4000 or 5000 
men,on the 20th and 21st December, but I have not yet learnt 
the object of this march. 

‘ The accounts from the south of Portugal to the 29th, state 
that a considerable corps was assembling at Seville in order to 
check the operations of General Ballesteros, while at Cadiz 
it is supposed that it is the intention of the enemy to 
make an attack upon, and establish himself at Algeziras, 
and in the Sierra de la Ronda, for which purpose Sebas- 
tiani’s corps d’armée had been brought to the westward, 
and had taken the castle of Marvella. Generals Mendizabel 
and Ballesteros are still at Llerena and the neighbourhood 


of Monasterio, and ’Girard’s division of Mortier’s corps at 
Guadalcanal. 
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‘ No notice is taken of the supposed collection of troops at 
Seville, in the recent letters from these officers, or from Bada- 
joz. I think it probable, however, either that Soult has re- 
ceived orders, or is making preparations to carry into execu- 
tion orders which he expects to receive, to march a consider- 
able body of troops from Andalusia into Estremadura, and 
eventually Alentejo; and I am very apprehensive not only 
that the Spanish troops in Estremadura will make no serious 
opposition to this movement, but that the siege of Cadiz will 
receive no interruption. 

‘I, have requested Lieut. General Graham to send to the 
Tagus the Chasseurs Britanniques, and any other troops which 
may arrive from Sicily, if he should have reason to believe 
that Mortier’s corps, and the troops lately detached from the 
siege of Cadiz, have moved into Portugal; as although from 
the state of the Spanish armies and military resources, and of 
the war in Andalusia,'there is no reason to believe that any 
interruption will be given to the siege or blockade of Cadiz, in 
consequence of this large detachment from the enemy’s force 
in that part of Spain, it cannot be expected that the remainder 
of the force will be able to make any attack upon the positions 
of the allies. 

‘ No material alteration has been made in the position of the 
enemy’s army, since I addressed your Lordship last, The de- 
tachment which marched to Castello Branco returned imme- 
diately, and was sent either for the purpose of escorting a 
messenger, or to obtain intelligence. 

6 [ have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 


‘My pear GENERAL, « Cartaxo, 6th January, 1811, 
‘I think you may discontinue the morning reports in this 
bad weather. | 
‘I am very sorry you are obliged to send so far for forage, 
but we have consumed all upon the near part of the plain. I 
believe the Commissary General has made an arrangement for 
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supplving forage bere to the dragoons at Almosta and Atalaya, 
and probabiv some of the others. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Rrig. Gen. R. Craufurd.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str B.C. Beresford, KB. 


‘My pear Bergesrorp, * Cartaxo, 6th January, 1811]. 

‘| have received your letter of the 5th. It is quite clear 
that it is impracticable to cross the island of Lyceria with 
troops in rainy weather, and we must depend upon crossing 
the Tagus or Aldea Galega alone. 

* I find also that the causeway at Benavente is quite im- 
practicable in rainy weather. The disposition which we must 
make of Campbell's and Lumley’s brigade is as follows :— 
Campbell's at Caruxe, and Lumley’s at Mugem and Almeirim. 
But as the weather is now very bad, and as it is very obvious 
that the enemy is not now in a situation to attack us on any 
side, I think vou will do well to delay making any movement 
of these troops, from the quarters which they now occupy, for 
the present. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K-B.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘My pear Sir, * Cartaxo, 6th January, 1811. 

‘The examination which we have given to the island of 
Lyceria in these rains, and to the communication with that 
island from the left bank of the Tagus, either from Salvaterra, 
or Camora Correa, or elsewhere, proves, in the clearest manner, 
that if we should be obliged to withdraw the troops from the 
left bank to the right bank in rainy weather, they cannot 
march across the island. 

‘We must therefore go to wotk by the ordinary road, in 
that case, of Aldea Galega. Of course the troops must embark 
at Aldca Galega, or more properly at the point of land at the 
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entrance of the river about four miles below Aldea Galega 
at high water, and it would be very desirable if you could let 
me have some calculation of the tides at that point, so that I 
might time the marches of the troops accordingly, when I shall 
have to bring them across. 

‘TI shall also be much obliged to you, if you will let me 
know where the troops could with convenience be landed'on 
the right bank, supposing them to embark at high water, or at 
any other time of tide, you might think, at Aldea Galega, or 
at the point below Aldea Galega. 

‘The knowledge which you can give me on these points, 
and of the length of time which the passage will probably 
take, will enable me to form a disposition of the troops on the 
left of the Tagus, which, at the same time that it will secure 
objects there, will make it certain that I shall not want them 
in the lines, if the enemy should think of making another 
movement upon us. 

‘I have received your letter of the 5th. The Government 
and Marshal Beresford settled that the requisition for all ord- 
nance, and stores, required by Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, should 
be made by him upon General Rosa, who is responsible for their 
being supplied and probably equipped. I imagine that the 
seventeen guns are required in the works on the right of the 
Tagus, viz., ten at Enxara dos Cavalleiros, and seven at 
Mafra. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


¢ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honarable 
Henry Wellesley. 


« My DEAR HENRY, ‘ Cartaxo, 6th January, 1811. 

‘I enclose my dispatch of yesterday to the Secretary of 
State. I entertain scarcely a doubt that Soult has either 
received or expects to receive orders to detach troops to the 
assistance of Massena. I see that the Moniteur mentions the 5th 
corps as under Massena’s orders. However his first blow may 
be at Ronda. 

“I believe there is no foundation for the report that it is 
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Bonaparte’s intention to marry Ferdinand to an Austrian 
princess; and the Cortes will do well not to pledge themselves 
on quesdons, tid ther shall be regularly before them. . 

* Rcemana has communicated to me a horrible libel against 
him, wrizzen br a vazabond of the name of Calvo, and you can 
form no idea how much be is disturbed by this and other cir- 
curostances of ube same kind, and disgusted with the violent 
Proweedings of the Cortes. I have recommended him to pro- 
secure Calvo for a abel. and if be cannot obtain justice against 
br, to necraon the Cartes for redress. 

- You wii sve tha: the King was still unwell in the middle 
of las month. <A vessel bas arrived in the Tagus which left 
Cork on the 3kh uitimo. and it is reported that she hes 
brought an account that Perceval had proposed the establish- 
ment af a Regencr. which should have limited powers only 
for six months apd thar this proposition had been agreed 
to unanimousy. I behevre part of this story; but that 
part which refers & the unanimity of the proceedings is, I 
am sur, mY true, if raze bous is at all like what it was in 
our Une, 

> Ever vours most affectionately, 


* Tee Re How. He Weccscey. * WELLINGTON. 


Lares. Geena Piacoa: Wrliaston. KB. to Dr. Frank. 


“AMY pear Sie, * Cartaxo, “th January, 1811. 

= L have nveived your leter of this day's date, and I had 
read one of the paragraphs to which vou refer, as reflecting upon 
the medical department in this army. which was stated to be 
e\trtctal fram a letter from an officer. This may be so; 
but 1 believe that no officer of the army would write any 
thing to his friends so false as the contents of that supposed 
letter. 

* You have my opinion of your conduct, and of that of the 
medical department in general. in my letter to you of the 5th 
November, and in the letter written upon the occasion of for- 
wanting to the regiment the proceedings of the Court of 
Euquiry on the complaint of Lieut. ——, and I do not think 
U could put my sense of your conduct in more favourable 
terins. 


TN 
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‘I hope that the opinions of the people in Great Britain 
are not influenced by paragraphs in newspapers, and that those 
paragraphs do not convey the public opinion or sentiment 
upon any subject. ‘Therefore I (who have more reason than 
any other public man of the present day to complain of 
bbels of this description) never take the smallest notice of 
them; and have never authorised any contradiction to be 
given, or any statement to be made in answer to the innume- 
rable falsehoods, and the heaps of false reasoning, which have 
been published respecting me, and the operations which I have 
directed. 

‘I admit, however, that others may entertain a different 
opinion of the effect of these libels, and that they may not 
have nerves or temper to hear or to see their conduct misre- 
presented, and their actions vilified ; and if you should not be 
convinced that these paragraphs have made no impression, and 
are not the representation of the public opinion in England, I 
have no objection to your making any use you think proper of 
this and my former letters, and you may be assured that I 
shall be happy to avail myself of every opportunity of bearing 
testimony of the zeal, ability, and success with which the 
duties of the medical department of this army have been in- 
variably carried on under your superintendence. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Dr. Frank. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


¢ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 7th January, 1811. 

‘ ] have just received your letter of yesterday which was 
written first. We understood that there was a bridge over 
the river at Caruxe. General Stewart had that point ex- 
amined, and reported that a bridge could be cotstructed there, 
and Murray wrote to desire that the work might be done. 
However, I conclude that other works and .the fine weather 
prevented it. 

‘I have now sent directions to the officer who has the boats 
at Salvaterra to take them up to Caruxe, whÿch is certainly the 
most important point of all, and I think it will be found that 
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a bridge can be established there. which will secure your com- 
munication at all umes. 
‘ You did not send Patton's letiers. | fear that we can get 
no more guns, 12 pounders, from Rosa, unless indeed the Ad- 
iral icions 1 him to uce them. 
miral s suspicions induce , produce the 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. « WRELLINcTON. 


Lieut. General Fiscount Wellington. KB. to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K-B. 


‘My pear Beresrorp, * Cartaxo, 7th January, 1811. 10 ax. 

‘I have received your second letter of yesterday, which was 
dispatched by the ordenanza at 4 p.m. It arrived here at 
about daylight this morning, but it is impossible to say that 
the delay in its arrrival is to be attributed to those who carried 
it, on the left of the Tagus The other letter has not yet 
arrived. 

‘I recommend to you to make cover for guns in those 
situations opposite the mouth of the Zezere, which are most 
likely to command the communication between that river and 
the Tagus, into which you can move your 9 and 6 pounders, 
and even heavier guns hereafter if it should be necessary. 
This work should all be done at night; and if that is done, I 
do not think it will be necessary to adopt any measures to pro- 
tect the working party, or eventually those who may make use 
of this cover, from the fire which the enemy may bring upon 
them from the other side. Indeed, if Captain Green is of 
opinion that we cannot, with our 9 pounders, affect the com- 
munications between the Zezere and the Tagus, from the 
ground on which I understand the cover is now making for 
the guns, we shall be à forticri unable to command from a 
more retired situation the enemy's artillery, which must be a 
little retired from the mouth of the Zezere, and the bank of 
the Tagus, and the communication from the one river to the 
other. 

‘I recommend to you to persevere in making the cover, and 
put the 9 pounders in it, and let the enemy fire as much as 
they please ; there is no occasion for our opening our fire till 
they commence their operations with their boats; and if the 
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cover is well made and sufficient, I fancy they will then find it 
very difficult to prevent us by their fire from annoying them. 
I should think that the effects of the enemy’s 8 and 4 pounders 
must have decided the question of the distance from our 
ground to the north of the Zezere, but the best eye for a 
distance that I know of is Fletcher’s, and I shall send him 
over to you for a day. I shall also desire him to send to you 
some intrenching tools. 

‘I am concerned to hear that you have received any intel- 
ligence from England that is disagreeable to you. 

‘I enclose a letter from Blunt, and the answer which I have 
desired Murray to give to the two last paragraphs. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford. 

‘My pear BegesrorpD, ‘ Cartaxo, 8th January, 1811. 
‘ I have received your letters of the 6th and 7th instant. 
‘In respect to the garrisons of Peniche and Abrantes, 

nothing more can be done for them. Indeed I am not certain 

that too much in the way of regular troops has not been done 
for the latter; one regiment of militia, even a weak one, is full 
enough for the former at present; and if we continue to hold 

Obidos, and the remaining recruits will not allow of a detach- 

ment from Peniche for that purpose, we must only detach 

from the lines. 

‘ It appears to me that we are drawing to that state in Por- 
tugal, that either an effort must be made by the Government 
for the support of their armies and establishments, or the 
British Government must withdraw from the contest; and I 
shall inform the Secretary of State of my opinion accordingly 
by the next packet. 

‘ We have, or rather had, in Abrantes, 184,000 pounds of 
Indian corn, 158,000 of wheat meal, 47,000 of wheat, 4000 of 
English flour, and 1200 of biscuits, which altogether would 
make nearly 400,000 rations of bread. But this was on the 
24th October. I write to Mr. Stuart, however, seriously upén 
this garrison. | 

‘I send you Brito’s letter of this day, and a letter from — 
Blunt. Ido not know what to make of Blunt’s reports. In 
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his letter of yesterday he said we had lost 500 bullocks, 
whereas the Commissary General receives some by that road 
every day, and the principal man was here yesterday, and de- 
clares they have not lost one. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. « WELLINGTON. 


‘I enclose the last report of our magazine at Abrantes. 
The oats and barley should be struck out, as I have ordered 
those articles away. You see that they have already used our 
wheat meal.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Fitl.. 
€ My pear Hitt, ‘ Cartaxo, 8th January, 1811 

‘I am concerned to learn from several quarters that you do 
not regain your strength so fast as you could wish, and there- 
fore I suggest to you another change of air to Cintra, which is, 
I believe, a very healthy place. You may depend upon it that 
in such an attack as you have had there is nothing like com- 
plete and frequent change of air as a remedy ; and I strongly 
recommend this change for your consideration. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


” Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. ~ 
6 Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 8th January, 1811. 

‘I have, at different times, requested you to draw the atten- 
tion of the Portuguese Government to the probability that the 
Alentejo might become the seat of war; which I have brought 
before them likewise in different letters which I have addressed 
tothem. ‘The intelligence received this morning of the ad- 
vance of another division of Mortier’s corps d’armée, under 
the command of Mortier himself, by the high road from Seville 
into Estremadura, and of other measures adopted by the enemy 
at Seville, leave no doubt of the early invasion of Alentejo: 
which province, from the accounts which I have, I believe to 
be entirely unprepared for this event; notwithstanding the 
early and repeated warnings which have been given to the 
Government. 

‘ First; I have to apprise you, that in Abrantes there were, 
two days ago, the means of making bread for the garrison for 
twenty-two days only, besides the stores belonging to the 
British army, part of which the garrison had already used. 
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This is an object to which the attention of the Government 
has been repeatedly drawn, but in vain. It is true that stores 
of provisions have at different times been lodged in Abrantes ; 
but the Government forget that unless they provide for the 
daily subsistence of their garrisons and troops, besides laying 
in magazines, the troops must draw their daily subsistence 
from the magazines, which are thus consumed ; and then, when 
the communication with the country becomes difficult or pre- 
carious, the troops are in want, and must surrender. 

. © There is no reason why the grain of the Alentejo should 
not have been brought to Abrantes in sufficient quantities 
for the consumption of the garrison; and J doubt not that 
although this has been neglected, we shall soon find that the 
enemy experience no want in that pravince. 

‘I shall be much obliged to you, if you will endeavor to 
procure for me a decided answer, whether they will, or will not, 
throw into Abrantes a sufficient quantity of grain or flour for 
the consumption of the garrison for a reasonable time ; as upon 
this answer will depend the measures which I must take upon 
the subject. 

‘ Secondly ; I am informed that the people are living in the 
large towns in the Alentejo, as much at their ease as if the 
enemy were not within a thousand miles of them. 

‘ This being the case, notwithstanding my repeated remon- 
strances, the enemy will find in the towns of Estremoz, Evora, 
Beja, Alcacer do Sal and others, great riches, and means of 
subsistence for a considerable length of time. He will treat 
these towns as he has others in Spain: the inhabitants will firet 
be plundered by the soldiery ; their provisions will then be taken 
from them for the use of the enemy’s army; and then they 
will be obliged to pay a heavy contribution in money and other 
valuable goods. ‘These will be the consequences of neglecting 
to warn the people of their danger, and to force them to pre- 
vide against it, by concealing and removing their valuable pro- 
perty, and being prepared to remove their persons ; of conceal- 
ing their danger from the people, and of indulging them in 
their habits of ease and blind security. 

‘ The success of the enemy's objects in Portugal will also be 
promoted, so far as that he will have been enabled to raise 
contributions in this country, and to subsist for some additional 
time in the Portuguese territory. 

12 
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‘Mr. Kennedy has communicated to me an application which 
you had forwarded to Mr. Dunmore, from the Conde de 
Redondo, for supplies of provisions and forage from the 
British magazines, for the Portuguese army, grounded upon a 
statement that the provisions expected to be imported by sea 
had not arrived. I observe that in a former paper forwarded 
to you by the Conde de Redondo, these same provisions now 
stated to be expected for the army, were stated to be intended 
for the use of the inhabitants of the city ; and he complains of 
the sum advanced for the purchase of those provisions being 
charged against the account of the subsidy. 

‘I have always expressed and manifested a readiness to do 
every thing in my power to assist the Portuguese Government 
and army; but when I see all the departments of the army in 
distress; when I know that the pay has not lately been regu- 
larly issued to the troops, but those in garrison are living upon 
the magazines, which ought to be kept in deposit for the 
period at which their communications with the country will be 
cut off; that the hospitals are unprovided with necessaries; 
and that the whole machine of the army is falling to pieces, 
for want of funds to keep it together; I must consider the 
subject well, before I can venture to give his Majesty’s stores, 
and the funds destined for the support of his Majesty's troops, 
to be disposed of by the Portuguese Government. I request 
you therefore to let me know whether the Government are 
proceeding seriously to meet the difficulties in which their 
country is placed, and to increase the resources of the king- 
dom, so as to render the revenue more nearly equal to the ex- 
penditure; and to reform the prevailing abuses in all the 
departments of the state, so as still further to increase the re- 
sources; and if the- members are unanimous in this object, 
which has been so frequently recommended to their attention 
by the Prince Regent. 

‘ If I should find them seriously disposed and unanimous in 
their endeavors to meet the crisis, which I have no doubt we 
can get over, I shall give them every assistance in my power. 
But if things are to go on as they have hitherto, the sooner the 
serious attention of the King’s Government is drawn to the 
state of affairs here the better, and I shall consider it my duty 
to bring the subject before them. 

‘ 1 have the hônor to be, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ © WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 9th January, 1811. 
‘ My pear BeresrForp, 12 at noon. 

‘I have just received your letter commenced the 7th and 
finished the 8th. | 

‘ The letter from La Romana is a production truly Spanish, 
and it is useless to remonstrate upon the subject, as you will 
get no horses out of Estremadura. That is to say, they have 
no cavalry of their own, but want to take the horses they can 
find in the country, to give to fellows who pretend to be cavalry, 
and they object to the purchase of them by an ally who fur- . 
pishes them with the only cavalry they have. It will be im- 
possible to convince them, either that they ought to allow of 
the purchase of the horses, or that they ought to give the 
Portuguese cavalry their proportion of the seizures, as they 
will never admit, even in reasoning, the truth of the fact, that 
their cavalry is not worth one pin. I think, however, that 
you had better reply to Romana, that Madden’s brigade are in 
want of horses, and that there isno mode of supplying them 
from this country, and that they must either purchase them, 
or receive their proportion of the produce of the requisition in 
Estremadura, or fall away to nothing. 

‘I am concerned to see the state of your depôts We 
certainly cannot supply the Portuguese army. However, I 
have written to Mr. Stuart upon the subject. 

6 While writing the above, I have received your second letter 
of the 8th. Fletcher is not yet arrived. I recommended 
some days ago, that the bridges of the Guadiana should be 
destroyed, which I hope will have been effected. If not, we 
shall certainly have the enemy in the Alentejo before long. 
But I should think it better not to send the regiment of Militia, 
which we shall require in the lines on the left of the Tagus, 
back to Elvas. This regiment is now at Monte Mor 0 Novo. 

‘ Sir William Erskine, and our people on the left, think 
that the enemy are making some great movement either to 
their rear, or to their right. I was yesterday beyond the 
bridge of Callarece, and with our videttes on the high ground 
which overlooks Alcanhede, and I could perceive no alteration. 
I rather believe that the division of the 9th corps, which has 
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Larss. Greer, Siawans Daaszt:«, KB. to Vice Admiral 
sie Em G. Seritelen. 
‘Nix pear SIL « Cartaxa, 9th January, 1811. 
- I encow a xtier from Dr. Frank, stating the number of 
wen who wi. be to be embarked in the Gorgon, respecting 
whem, the Assistant Quarter Master General at Lisbon will 
communicate with the Agent for Transports. 

‘ I uoderstand what vou sav in vour letter of the 6th, 
respecting the ships whica convered the Chasseurs Britan- 
niques to Cadiz from Siciuy, to be in reply to my letter to you 
of the 15th December. 

‘ The plot is thickening upon us here to such a degree, th 
I really think we ought not to send away any more of our 


transports. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* toe Admira] « WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to Marshal 
Sir WW. C. Beresford, KB. | 
‘ My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 10th January, 1811 
* Fletcher arrived Jast night, and I am concerned to learn 
from him so bad an account of the Benavente river. I have, 
however, sent over De Lancey to ascertain the real state of the 
casc, and whether a bridge can, or cannot, be thrown over it, 
and the passage be relied upon with certainty. 
€ You will have scen Brito's account of the th, and Austin’s 
of the Sth. It appears that the enemy think of the siege of 
Badajoz. I have seen a prisoner of the 9th corps; he belongs 
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to one of the battalions with which Wilson was engaged. He 
says that his battalion is in the 2nd division; that he has not 
seen the Ist division since both entered Spain, but he believes 
it marched five leagues to their left, when they approached 
Ponte da Murcella; that Gardanne and his troops were with 
his division, and he was in the advanced guard commanded by 
Gardanne ; that the 3rd division of the 9th corps are employed 
in keeping open the communication between Almeida and the 
army, that his division is at Leyria, and Gardanne with them ; 
that they arrived there the 4th. Drouet is with his division. 

¢ Now what I believe is, that the eleven battalions of the 9th 
corps, mentioned by Wilson, and Gardanne’s division entered 
with Drouet, and these are what Wilson saw; that the 2nd 
division of -the 9th corps are the people reported by Silveira 
to be at Pinhel on the 26th; and that the 3rd division of the 
Oth corps, if it is in existence, is composed of battalions made 
up of companies belonging to different regiments filled with 
conscripts, of which I have the list, some stated to be in the 
rear guard de |’ Armée d’Espagne. 

¢ Generals Nightingale, Hauston, and Howard, are arrived 
from England, which they left on the 29th December. The King 
was then very ill, Parliament had decided by a majority of 279 
to 169 to appoint the Prince of Wales Regent by bill, instead of 
by address ; and the bill was to be brought in on Monday 31st. 
The restrictions upon the Regent were to be the same as in 
1788, excepting that he was to have the power of rewarding 
naval and military services with the Peerage; and none of the 
restrictions were to last longer than one year. The Duke of 
York, and all the Royal Family, had agreed, on the 19th 
December, to a kind of remonstrance against imposing any 
restrictions on the Regent; and the Prince was excessively 
displeased with the plan. From all that I have heard of the 
composition of the majority of 279, I think it doubtful that the 
ministry will be able to succeed in restraining the power of 
the Regent, and certain that the ministry will be changed 
immediately. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B.’ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Ducat Welkagion. KB. to Marshal 
Sr W.C. Beresford, K_B. 


‘My pear Brecercep, * Cartaxo, 11th January, 1811. 

‘I rece:ved iast mgh: vour letters of the Sth, and this 
morning two of the 10th. You see that the writer from 
St. Pedro Ge Sai taks of two divisions having entered by the 
road of the vailev of the Mondego, and one eniering by Tran- 
cosn, and Viseu. I: is strange that we get no further accounts 
from the north. It would be worth while to endeavor to send 
2 letter to Wilson by Pedragad, and the Ponte de Cabril. 

* I have requested the Marquis de la Romana to order Men- 
dizabe]l to defend the Guadiana as Jeng as he can, and to make 
preparations for the destruction of the bridges at Merida and 
Mede!.in, which orders have been received, and the preparations 
are made. If the French shou'd cross the Guadiana above 
Badajoz, the troops under Baliesteros and Mendizabel are to 
retire towards the Sierra de St. Marmede, leaving garrisons in 
the places in which it 1s necessary they should be, and operating 
upon the right flank of Mortier's march, while the garrisons 
will confine his left. If the French should cross the Guadiana 
below Badajoz, the Spanish troops will annoy their rear as 
much as possible, and they may be turned afterwards in any 
way that may be thought proper. General Madden's brigade 
must remain with them. 

‘I am aware that he is not in a very enviable situation. 
None of us who have any thing to say to such troops can be 
very happy. But we cannot abandon the interests of the 
country, and we must make the best of the concern. Let 
General Madden act with confidence in himself, and his 
troops, and with conciliation towards the Spanish officers with 
whom he is concerned, and I will be answerable for all the 
Consequences. 

«1 have not a copy of vour letter to me upon the subject of 
the new mode of clothing the Portuguese troops. But I 
rather think that the proposal was, that if the British Govern- 
ment gave the cloth and materials for the whole army, the 
Portuguese Government would pay the expense of making up, 

and that thus, Great Britain would not pay more than for 
“Wye clothing for 30,000 men. This proposal appears to have 
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been accepted, and acted upon. However, I may not have 
recollected your proposal correctly. 

After I wrote yesterday the packet arrived. The King was 
very ill before the 31st, but about that time was expected to 
be better. Croker writes from the House on the 30th, by the 
Dottrell, that he thought the ministers would have had a 
majority of 20, Arbuthnot expected 40. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘WELLINGTON. 


‘12 at Noon.—I have just received your letter of last night. 
Trant's communication is a very important one, and I should 


think they must be going by the valley of the Mondego.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, : *Cartaxo, 11th Janüary, 1811. 

‘J have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th 
instant, containing a request from the Portuguese Minister 
to have the use of the transports attached to the army for the 
removal of cattle and property from different parts of the 
country to the Tagus. I have no objection to this usé of the 
transports, but it may be advisable that the Portuguese 
Government should be certain of having at the places to which 
they wish to have the transports sent, the articles, or animals 
which they wish to have conveyed, before they send the trans- 
ports from the Tagus. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Vice Admiral 5 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, | ‘ Cartaxo, 11th January, 1811, 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th 
instant, and I conceive that no inconvenience can result from 
the embarkation of the seamen and marines belonging to the 
squadron, and from Admiral Sir Thomas Williams taking the 
cruise which is proposed. I shall be much obliged to you, 
if you will let me know whether the measure of detaching 
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Sir Thomas Williams is determined upon, as in that case it 
will be necessarv that I should order to Lisbon the battalion 
of marines which is at Loures. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &t. 
* Vice Admiral 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


« Str, * Cartaxo, 11th January, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th 
instant. 


‘I do not think that at present it is in our power to make 
use of the machines which have arrived by the Dottrel, as we 
have no posts on the Zerere above the enemy’s establishments, 
and I conclude that it will be impossible to get the machines 
across the Tagus. and up the stream of the Zezere, so as to 
affect the enemy's boats. | 

* I shall have no difficulty in distributing among the enemy’s 
troops the copies of the proposed convention for the exchange 
of prisoners. 

‘The Commissary General is at present at Lisbon, and will, 
I am certain, wait upon you whenever you think proper to call 
for his attendance. In respect to boats, however, I beg to 
refer you to my letter of the 25th October, for my opinion of 
the best mode of arranging the manner in which they should 
be procured, which mode is at present the law of the country. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon, G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Thomas Roweroft, Esq. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 11th January, 1811. 

©} received by the last post your letter of the 7th, and Iam 
much obliged to you for the interest which you take in the con- 
cerns of this army, and of the people of Portugal. Although 
economy in the use of grain and flour is desirable in every 
situation, | do not conceive that it is peculiarly necessary to 
this army, or to the people of Lisbon. 

‘ The troops have suffered no privations; I believe that no 
soldier has been unprovided with his regular rations since the 
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army was in Spain in August, 1809; and as the communication 
with all parts of Portugal has been open, excepting by one 
road occupied by the enemy, there is no reason why either the 
troops or inhabitants of Lisbon should have suffered from 
want of food, excepting that by the addition of the consumption 
of the French army from the resources of the country, and 
from the collection of so many additional mouths in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital, the demand and consumption of grain 
and flour have been greater than usual. 

‘ The measures adopted by the Portuguese Government had, 
however, in some degree provided for the additional demand, 
and I believe there has never been any want at Lisbon, which 
had not been relieved by abundance as soon as the want had 
produced the effect of raising prices. 

€ You will observe that this state of things is very different 
from that which has been represented in the newspapers, which 
have undoubtedly been the cause that I have been honored 
with a letter from you. But the British public have been 
deceived on this, as well as oh many other subjects relating 
to this country, by their newspapers. I am, however, much 
obliged to you for the interest you take in our concerns, and I 
shall communicate your letter to the proper authorities, in 
order that advantage may be taken of the information it 
affords, if circumstances should change. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
+ T. Rowcroft, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge, K.G. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 11th January, 1811. 

‘ J have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’s 
letter of the 4th December by the last post; and I have the 
honor to inform you that I had already consented, on the 25th 
December, to allow Major General Low to detach a number 
of officers from the troops under his command, upon reading 
the communication of your Royal Highness’s wishes to Major 
General Low, by Baron Decken. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ His Royal Highness ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Duke of Cambridge, K.G.’ 
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Lieut. Gener 3] Visas: Weittegisa, KB. to Major General 
Sr Sera Cite, Bart. 

“ My pear Corrox, * Cartaxo, 12th January, 1811. 

‘ You wil: have heard tha: the French crossed the Guadiana 
at Merida on the Sh: and it appears to me that they must 
immediate.y undertake some operation or other. You will, 
however, judse for vourseif on the propriety of going home. 

‘ The first division of the 9:4 corps is still on the frontier, 
and it appears, by an intercepted letter, ts ordered to Guarda. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Major Grrerx « WELLINGTON. 

Sr S Cstton, Bart. 


Lien:. Geteoral Viscunt Wellngtoa, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir WLC. Beresford. 


‘My peak BeEersrorp, * Cartaxo, 12th January, 1811. 

‘ You wiil see by Brito's report of the 9th instant, that 
the French entered Merida at six in the evening of the 8th, 
notwithstanding the dircctions given to defend that point, and 
to destroy that bridge, and that of Medellin over the Gua- 
diana. It appears also, from the manner in which the enemy 
have conducted this operation, that their design is to give up 
all communication with Andalusia, and we must expect their 
immediate advance into Alentejo. 

‘ My opinion is, that it will be necessary to leave a large 
part, if not the whole, of the troops now on the left of the 
‘Tagus in the Alentejo, at least till our works shall be in some 
greater degree of forwardness ; and the measures I should 
wish you to pursue are generally to confine the enemy’s opera- 
tions as much as vou can, taking advantage for that purpose 
of the course of the different rivers which fall into the Tagus. 
The first of these is that which falls into the Tagus at Bena- 
vente ; the second that which falls into the Tagus at Camora 
Correa; the third that which falls into the Tagus above Aldea 
Galega ; then the line from Moita to Palmela; and lastly, 
that from Almada to Traffaria. 

‘ 1f Mortier is as strong as Brito says he is, and there has 
been any previous concert between him and Massena, the best 
line for him to take would be from Arronches upon Estremoz, 
by which he would turn the heads of these rivers, and of all 
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the positions which I have above pointed out, excepting that 
which is in front of Aldea Galega, and the others in rear of it ; 
but I think his first object will be to communicate with Mas- 
sena, and he will get within the Benavente river. 

‘Having thus given you a general idea of the operations 
which I should wish to have carried on on the left of the 
Tagus, the next thing to be considered is the detail of the 
mode of execution. My opinion is, that, if possible, without 
letting the enemy on the right of the Tagus know it, you 
ought to begin to lighten yourself on the right of the Bena- 
vente river. The cavalry might cross high up the river, either 
at Montargil or Caruxe; and I would retain no more upon 
the Tagus than are necessary to keep up the appearance ‘to 
the enemy, in such numbers as that they could be brought 
with facility over the bridge of Benavente. The artillery also, 
with the exception of one brigade, should be sent away ; and 
I would also lighten the infantry, keeping no more than are 
necessary to continue to observe the river. Some English 
infantry must still, however, be left, otherwise they will dis- 
cover immediately what is going forward. 

‘I should request you at once to withdraw to the left of the 
Benavente river, only that the consequence of that measure 
would be immediately that the enemy would cross and establish 
their bridge and communication with Mortier; and he would 
at once take the road which I have above pointed out, instead 
of that between the Benavente and the Tagus; and the enemy 
would thereby gain some valuable time. 

‘I propose to request the Admiral to send some boats up 
to Salvaterra, in order that you may embark your people 
there, and send them down to Foz, below the junction of the 
Benavente with the south branch of the Tagus, in case the 
Benavente should again overflow its banks. This measure, 
with the destruction of the passage at Mugem, which I recom- 
mend you to prepare, will secure the retreat of your rear guard 
at all times; and the Admiral’s boats will get down the south 
branch of the Tagus, after having performed this service, 
without difficulty. 

‘ Under these circumstances, and having all these arrange- 
ments secured, you will probably look about you a little before 
you withdraw many of your troops from the Tagus; but 
having stated to you how important it is that the enemy 
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should not communicate with Mortier till he shall be between 
the Benavente and the Tagus, I leave it to you when to move 
the whole, or any portion, of your troops. 

‘In respect to Abrantes, I have a letter from Mr. Stuart, 
stating provisions have been sent for that place, and money to 
buy provisions in the neighbourhood. Seeing what we have 
got there of ours, it may be said that they have nearly enough, 
including their rice. However, you will decide this point; 
and if you wish that they should have more, and their own 
should not be arrived, order Mr. Ogilvie to send in whatever 
he can spare from the immediate consumption of the troops. 

‘As you will of course withdraw with you the 5th Caca- 
dores, it will be necessary that Lobo should take charge of the 
boats himself, and that they should be taken over to the right 
of the Tagus, and that he should be prepared to bring them. 

«The regiment of militia is at Monte Mor 6 Novo. In case 
the rivers should fill again, the bridge on this side of Monte 
Mor & Novo becomes an important object, and measures 
should be taken to destroy it. ‘This regiment should be or- 
dered to retire to Vendas Novas and Venda da Silveira, leaving 
a detachment in Monte Mor, which should destroy the bridge 
when it retires, if the river should not be fordable. 

‘| have just received your letter of last night. Madden 
having retired into Portugal, and separated himself from the 
Spaniards, who, with the exception of Ballesteros, appear to 
have taken to their garrisons, it will be desirable that he should 
hang upon the enemy's left with his brigade, keeping himself 
of course clear of all the rivers. 

Ht tram Arronches they go to Monforte and Estremos, he 
must go by Villa Vicosa and Evora, and thence join your right 
heu within the stream which runs under Monte Mor 6 Novo, 
hy Venda da Silveira, if the waters should be out, or by 
Alvacer du Sal it they should not 

©} have a letter fram Downie from Merida on the morning 
oft the Sth, in whieh he savs that Mortier is not in great force. 
Vawever, it is as well to be prepared for all events. 

* Believe me, Xe. 
 Vertad Ne DU Raven * WELLINGTON. 


Mania mans that the Juis de Fora, at Salvaterra, declares 
that when the cauaway at Reuavente is overtlowed, as it was 
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the other day, the communication between Salvaterra and 
Mugem is difficult. This, however, was not the case the other 
day, when Scovell was there; and the fact, if true, would tell 
both ways. You will have heard of poor Campbell’s death, 
and of Coleman’s departure. Have you any body whom you 
could send to one, at least, of these brigades? I think you 
will do well to destroy the bridge at Ponte de Sor.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 12th January, 1811. 
‘ It would appear by the movements of the enemy jn Estre- 
madura, and by their having obtained possession of Merida, 
and the bridge of the Guadiana on the 8th instant, that it is 
the intention of the enemy to penetrate into Alentejo; and I 
judge, from other intelligence which I have received, that their 
principal effort will at present be made in that province. 

‘I have given directions to Field Marshal Sir William 
Beresfard respecting the operations which he is to carry on, 
and to delay to withdraw from his present position on the left 
bank of the Tagus as long as may be practicable, with a view 
to prevent, till the last moment, the communication between 
the enemy’s troops advancing from Estremadura, and those 
on the right bank of the Tagus. 

‘ Experience, however, has shown us that the passage of 
the river Zatas, which runs into the south branch of the 
Tagus at Benavente, cannot be depended upon in the event 
of a heavy fall of rain, as that river overflows its banks, and 
the causeways leading to the bridge at Benavente become 
impassable. It is therefore desirable, and may enable Sir 
William Beresford to hold his ground on the Tagus for some 
time longer, that it should be made certain that he can pass 
from one side of the Zatas to the other; and the mode in 
which I would propose to insure this object for him is, to 
place some boats upon the Tagus, immediately at Salvaterra, 
in which, in case the Zatas should have overflowed its banks 
and causeway, the troops might be embarked and carried to 
Foz, on the left bank of the southern branch of the Tagus, 
below the point where the Zatas falls into that river. These 
boats might afterwards proceed down that branch of the 
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Liss. Green Sucre Wnisxgsne LE. ss Thomas Humphrey, Es. 
+ S:2, * Craxs, 12th January, 1611. 

* T recetwed. br she nc rose. vor ztter of the 26th Decem- 
her, in answer to whic I Save to inform vou that if Mr. Pole 
wii, recommend voor brocher is law. Mr. Colman, to me as a 
f: person to be apoutzted 22 enxga m the army, I will recom- 
mend him for a2 Rs Bes 12 opnartunity shall offer; but 
I cannot venture to recommesd that anv person should be ap- 
pointed an officer of the army with whom I am not acquainted, 
or who is rot recommended to me by an acquaintance. 

‘T have the honor to be, &e. 

* T. Humphrey, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 





Lieut. General Viscount Weliington, K.B., ta —— . Esq. 

‘Sire, ‘ Cartaxo. 12th January, 1811. 

* received by the last post vour letter of the 8th Decem- 
ber. A gentleman with the qualifications which you state are 
possessed by Mr. , would be an acquisition to the army, 
and I shall have great pleasure in recommending him to his 
Majesty, if Lord Fingal should recommend him to me. But 
I cannot venture to recommend any gentleman for a commis- 
sion unless I shall be assured of his fitness for the station of an 
officer, by a gentleman with whom I have the honor to be ae- 
quainted, or unless I should know him myself. It is not im- 
probable that I may have had the satisfaction of being 
acquainted with you, but I hope that you will excuse me for 
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saying that I have no recollection of my acquaintance with 
you; and that you will attribute this want of memory, upon 
this occasion, to the variety of employments in which I have 
been engaged, and to the number of persons I have seen and 
with whom I have been acquainted. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
— —, Esq: € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


© My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 12th January, 1811. 

* I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th 
December ; and the return showing the quantities of arms, ac- 
coutrements, and other warlike stores, distributed in Portugal 
and Spain during the year 1810, shall be sent by the next post. 

‘ The 20,000 stand of arms, &c., sent to the Tagus in the 
Sovereign and Flora transports, have been disposed of as fol- 
lows. 16,000 stand of arms, and corresponding equipments, 
have been sent to Cadiz, upon the requisition of his Majesty’s 
Minister there, to be disposed of to the Spanish armies on the 
eastern side of the Peninsula; and 4000 stand of arms, and cor- 
responding equipments, have been kept in the Tagus to be 
delivered, according to your Lordship’s directions, to the 
troops to be raised by Mr. Downie. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 12th January, 1811. 
‘ Since I addressed your Lordship on the 5th instant, I have 
learnt that the detachment of the enemy's troops which joined 
the army in the end of last month, consisted of eleven battalions 
of the 9th corps, and of a body of troops which, under the com- 
mand of General Gardanne, had before attempted to penetrate 
through Lower Beira. The whole are stated to be 8000 men 
by some of the officers who saw them, but I should think that 
they must be more. 
‘ The other division of the 9th corps had not passed the 
frontier when I last received accounts of them; but I learn 
VOL, VII. K 


130 PORTUGAL. 1811. 


from an intercepted letter from General Drouet to General 
Claparède that this division has been ordered to take a position 
at Guarda. Their advanced guard broke up from the neigh- 
bourhood of Trancoso in the night of the 3rd instant, and I 
have not yet heard where they have gone. 

‘ There has been no alteration in the position of the enemy's 
army since I last addressed you, excepting that General 
Drouet's head quarters have been fixed at Leyria, with the 
troops which joined with him. The enemy continue to con- 
struct boats in the Zezere, and have shown much jealousy of 
the measures adopted by our troops on the left of the Tagus 
to command by their fire the communication between the 
Zezere and the Tagus. 

‘In my last dispatch I apprised your Lordship of the col- 
lection of the enemy’s troops at Seville, and I have now to 
inform you, that Marshal Mortier arrived at Ronquillo with a 
division of the corps under his command on the 8rd instant. 
He has since continued to advance into Estremadura, having 
formed a junction with the division which had been at Guadal- 
canal under the command of General Girard, and I am con- 
cerned to add that I have just learnt that he obtained posses- 
sion of Merida, and of the bridge over the Guadiana at that 
place, on the evening of the 8th instant, the Spanish troops 
having retired. 

©My former dispatch will have informed your Lordship 
that I was apprehensive that the Spanish troops in Estrema- 
dura would not make any serious opposition to the progress 
which it was my opinion the enemy would attempt to make in 
that province; but as they had been directed to destroy the 
bridges on the Guadiana, at Merida and Medellin, and prepa- 
rations had been ordered for that purpose, and to defend the 
passage of the Guadiana as long as was practicable, I was in 
hopes that the enemy would have been delayed, at least for 
some davs, before he should be allowed to pass that river. But 
LE have been disappointed in that expectation, and the town 
aud bridge of Merida appear to have been given up to 
nu advanced guard of cavalry; and from the line of opera- 
tian which the enemy have adopted in Estremadura, I have 
no doubt that they intend to abandon the communication be- 
tween the troops new on the Guadiana and those which will 


\ remain in Andaluaia, and to penetrate into the Alentejo. They 
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have left General Ballesteros’ division on their left flank, be- 
tween Xeres de los Cavalleros and Olivenca, with his commu- 
nication open with Badajoz, and it is reported that Mortier’s 
corps is followed by other troops. 
* My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 81st December. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W, C. Beresford. 
«My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th January, 1811. 10 A.w. 

‘I have just received your letter of the 12th, by the Conde 
de Lumiares. 

‘My opinion is that you cannot oppose the advance of 
Mortier and the passage of the enemy over the Tagus at the 
same time, even though Mortier’s force should not be what 
Brito states it. We must look to get your corps across the 
Benavente river, which in my maps is called the Zatas, and 
which you call the Sor. 

‘I do not see any occasion for being in a hurry with that 
operation, unless Mortier is advancing; and I am convinced it 
will be effected without difficulty, if the waters should not be 
out. Even if they should be out I believe it might be effected. 

‘ If the bridge and causeway of Benavente should be im- 
passable, it is not very probable that the passage of the Tagus 
will be very practicable. The strength of the current will be 
such that the enemy cannot depend upon getting their boats back 
to any particular point which they might fix upon: and forty 
boats containing forty men each are not an armament to be 
trusted on the left bank of the river without risk, unsupported 
by an early reinforcement. | 

€ I would observe also, that if the floods should render the 
causeway of Benavente impassable, it is probable that the 
stream at Mugem would be impassable also, supposing the 
causeway there to be destroyed ; and the stream at Salvaterra 
would likewise be another obstacle, which would delay a supe- 
rior enemy till the causeway at Benavente should become 
passable for your horses. Your horses and carriages alone are 
what it would be necessary to pass over this causeway, as your 
infantry would be embarked in the boats, or passed over the 
river at Caruxe or elsewhere. 
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‘It appears bs the Marquis de la Romana’s account that 
the engineer did not destroy the bridge at Merida, for many 
reasons, every one of wnich ought to have induced him to 
destroy it. 

‘ Mendizabel mentions that Madden quitted him in conse- 
quence of instructions from me which had never been commu- 
nicated to him ‘the Marquis:. Madden savs that he marched 
to Eivas with Mendizabel's consent. It is very desirable to 
have this point cleariy established, as we must not on any 
account lose our character for candour and fair dealing. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford. 


‘ My pear Beresrorp, * Cartaxo, 13th January, 1811. 2 p.m. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning, I have perused with 
attention Bacellar’s, and the other reports, on the enemy's 
proceedings in Beira Alta; and adverting to those proceedings, 
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coupled with the orders to Claparède to take up his position at 
Guarda, given by Drouet, after Drouet had had his interview 
with Massena; and observing that, notwithstanding their waut 
of ammunition and stores, and their ignorance of Mortier s 
movements, they have left their ammunition upon the frontier, 
I am more than ever impressed with a notion that they directed 
Claparede to take the position at Guarda with a view to their 
own retreat by the valley of the Mondego. Under these cir- 
cumstances I think it very desirable that you should conceal 
from them, as long as you can, any knowledge of Mortier’s 
movements, whish they might derive from yours; and I send 
this letter by Lord Clinton, to impress again upon you what I 
stated in my letter of this morning. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th January, 1811. 

€ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 10th 
instant, and in reply to the assertion of the Government, that 
the scarcity in the fortress of Abrantes is to be attributed to 
the supplies furnished from those magazines to Don Carlos 
de Espana, I beg to assure you that they are misinformed. 
But if they have furnished supplies to Don Carlos de España, 
I conclude they have vouchers to show what quantities, and I 
believe it will be found that the quantities are trifling. 

‘ At all events if Don Carlos de Espaiia’s troops had been 
supplied by the magazines of Abrantes, it was the duty of the 
Junta de Viveres, who I conclude received returns of the con- 
sumption from those magazines, to replenish them in time. 

‘ That is the neglect of duty of which I complain, and 
which, in the usual course, remains unpunished and even un- 
Noticed. 

‘The danger which I have long foreseen, and of which I 
have frequently warned the Portuguese Government, is now 
approaching the province of Alentejo, and I am apprehen- 
sive that it is but little prepared for it. 

‘It is really impossible for me to send British officers to 
perform the duties of the officers of the civil government. All 
that I can do is to form the best military system I can, for the 
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* It is quite impossibse for me to interfere in any manner in 
the execution of these measures, notwithstanding that the 
negiect of them musi give me the greatest concern. 

‘ The state of the miïi:arv operations in Estremadura in- 
duces me again to request vou to draw the attention of the 
Government to the want of workmen at the works on the left 
of the Tagus, so interesting a: the present moment, particu- 
larly to the city of Lisbon, and so earnestly desired by the 
Government themselves. The number has never yet exceeded 
800 men, and we could employ with advantage 4000. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.” 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th January, 1811. 

‘Mr. Wellesley will communicate to you the accounts of the 
state of affairs in thie quarter. 

‘I think it probable that you will have ordered the Chas- 
seurs Britanniques to the Tagus, from the accounts which you 
will probably have received of the enemy’s movements into 
Estremadura. 

‘I have received a letter from Colonel Lord Aylmer, who is 
an Assistant Adjutant General with this army, attached to the 
Ist division of infantry, under Lieut. General Sir Brent Spen- 
cer, in which he expresses a desire to be removed to Cadiz, in 
case of the departure of Lieut. Colonel- Macdonald for Eng- 
Jand. I understand from Lieut. Colonel Ponsonby that he 
wishes to return to Portugal, and if that is the case, I assure 
you that you could not have an officer at the head of the de- 
partment of the Adjutant General at Cadiz more fit for the 
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situation, and better calculated to give you satisfaction, than 
Lord Aylmer. I mention him to you at his desire, which he 
had already expressed to me when the troops were detached 
to Cadiz from this country in the month of February, 1809, 
and I am convinced that if you should think it proper to re- 
commend that he should be sent to you, you will find him a 
most useful Staff Officer. 
‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General Graham. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
6 My pear Henry, * Cartaxo, 13th January, 1811. 

‘I enclose my report to the Secretary of State of yesterday. 

‘ The conduct of the Spaniards in Estremadura surpasses 
everything they have yet done. They were particularly de- 
sired to defend the Guadiana and to destroy the bridges of 
Medellin and Merida, which orders they had received, and 
the engineer went to Merida to execute this work. Instead of 
executing it, he makes a report, stating objections to the mea- 
sure, every word of which proves that it ought to be executed, 
and he refers for orders. 

¢ Mendizabel, who is at Badajoz, does the same ; and in the 
meantime the French,,who were supposed by Mendizabel not 
to have advanced further than Zafra, drive the Spanish cavalry 
from Merida and obtain possession of the bridge ! 

‘ Be it remembered that 400 French infantry, in the year 
1808, held this same post and bridge of Merida against the 
whole of Cuesta’s army for one month, in the summer when 
the Guadiana was fordable ! 

‘I really believe that if they would have defended Merida 
and Medellin for a few days only, so as to impede for that 
period the passage of Mortier’s corps across the Guadiana, the 
French must have retired from this country: and I think that 
Claparéde’s division has been ordered to Guarda to protect 
the movement by the valley of the Mondego. 

‘I send you by this occasion the transport with 6000 
stand of arms and sets of accoutrements. We shall now see 
whether boasting will relieve the siege of Cadiz. 

‘Ever yours, most affectionately, 


‘ The Right Hon, H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 





.136 PORTUGAL. | 1811. 


From the accounts which I have from England, I have no 
doubt but that the Regency is established by this time, and 
that the ministry will be changed.” 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marchal 
Str W. C. Beresford. 
* Cartaxo, 14th January, 1811. 
‘ My pear BERESFORD, - 10 AM. 

‘I received last night two letters from you of the 12th, and 
this morning three of the 18th. It would be convenient if you 
would either number your letters of each day, or date the hour 
at which you write them. 

‘I gave directions that Romana should have some shoes, 
but I do not recollect saying that any were to be delivered at 
Chamusca. That is, I believe, an addition of Don Carlos. 
It is desirable that upon all these applications he should be 
referred to the Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ I will speak to Murray about your tracing. I must order 
a new General Court Martial on Lieut. 

‘ Murray has just been here, and tells me that he sent after 
you, on the day you left this, a tracing of a large part of Alen- 
tejo, and that Waller and Doyle have got nearly all the rest. 

‘The shoes for Don Carlos were to have been delivered at 
Valada, but are not yet come up. You may give him the 
450 pairs of shoes which are at Chamusca. If you have 
moved, the disposition by which you have moved, and that of 
your troops after moving, is as good as can be made, but I 
think it most probable you will not have moved. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 





‘ Half-past 11.—I have just received your letter of the 13th, 
written after the arrival of Lumiares. You will have seen by 
Mendizabel's letter to Don Carlos, that the French are occu- 
pied in the blockade of Olivenga, rather than in passing the 
Guadiana; and this being the case, I think it desirable that 
you should replace matters as they were, and even draw 
Campbell’s and Lumley’s brigade nearer to you. We must 
either do that, or determine to give up Alentejo. 

‘The Marquis de la Romana sends an order to Don Carlos 
to march, as directed by Mendizabel, as soon as his troops 
shall be relieved in their station by some of those under your 
command.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


6 Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 14th January, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 13th 
instant, and I beg to refer you to my letter of the 12th instant, 
for a statement of the nature of the difficulties in passing the 
Zatas in case that river should overflow its banks, and of the 
mode in which I propose to overcome those difficulties; that 
is, by embarking the troops in the boats in the Tagus at Sal- 
vaterra, and moving them down the southern branch of the 
Tagus, below the point of junction of the Zatas, and landing 
them on the left bank of the south branch of the Tagus. 
When the Zatas overflows its banks, boats cannot be used 
upon it for the passage of troops, either in the way of bridge, 
or to ferry them over. 

‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 





Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain 
AMS. . 


‘ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th January, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter, and although 
it would give me great satisfaction to forward the objects of an 
officer who I doubt not is deserving of every favor he solicits * 
from the First Lord of the Admiralty, it would be most pre- 
sumptuous in me to venture to recommend to Mr. Yorke the 
application of any gentleman with whom, and with the nature 
of whose services I am entirely unacquainted. 

€ ] have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain ——, HMS, —' * WELLINGTON. 





Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dr. Halliday. 
¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 13th instant, and I am 
highly flattered by your desire to write the history of the war 
in Portugal. 

‘ The events in this country of the three last years are fit 
subjects for the historian, and if well and truly related, may 
be deemed deserving the consideration of politicians and mili- 
tary men. But I am apprehensive that the time is not yet 
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arrived in which either the facts themselves can be stated with 
accuracy or truth, or the motives for the different occurrences 
be stated. 

‘I feel that I could not give an answer to many of the 
questions which it is probable you would be desirous of ask- 
ing, without disclosing facts, opinions, and reasonings, which 
are not yet before the public, and which could not be disclosed 
by me without a breach of confidence. I would therefore re- 
commend to you to postpone the execution of your design to 
some future period. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Dr. Halliday.’ ‘ WELLINGTON, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. 


€ My DEAR BERESFORD, ‘Cartaxo, 15th January, 1811. 

‘I received yesterday evening from Gordon your letter of 
yesterday ; I now enclose some reports from Blunt. There is 
nothing new on this side, excepting that the beams of wood 
which I desired Gordon to tell you had been brought down to 
the neighbourhood of the causeway, have been made into 
chevalets to form bridges, in the most impudent manner in the 
face of day under our own guns. 

‘You will see from Brito’s reports of the 12th, that the 
enemy are feeling about Badajoz, and are about establishing a 
communication by small posts with Seville. This does not 
look like entering Portugal in aid of Massena. I think that 
if this is their line of operations, Madden’s brigade of cavalry 
should remain with Mendizabel, particularly as there is a 
misunderstanding respecting the separation of this brigade 
from the Spanish corps. I admit that it isa bad bargain for 
Madden, and every thing that can may be said against the 

~ Spaniards ; but we must either cut them entirely, which is a 
point on which the British nation must decide, or we must 
give them this assistance. 

‘It is not impossible that if the enemy should endeavor to 
force the passage of the Tagus, they will at the same time 
manœuvre upon our left flank, so as to endeavor to draw us 
from hence, and oblige us to resume our positions in the rear, 
with a view to make us withdraw the troops from the left bank 
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of the Tagus. I do not mean to give up this position in a 
hurry ; but even if I should withdraw to the lines, I do not 
propose to bring your troops, or any of them, to the right of 
the Tagus: we are so much narrowed at present that I think 
I shall be able to do without them; and at all events it would 
not answer to lose the Alentejo by a manœuvre of this de- 
scription. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

¢ My pear BereEsrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th January, 1811. 

* Since I wrote my other letter I have seen the Marquis de 
la Romana, who has shown me accounts from Estremadura, 
which tend to prove that Mortier, with about 14,300 infantry, 
and a large train of carriages, and his bridge, marched from 
Merida towards Miajadas, on the road to Truxillo and Alma- 
raz, on the morning of the 9th. The cavalry belonging to 
this corps, and about 4000 infantry, I conclude, belonging to 
the troops still in Andalusia, made the show about Badajoz 
and Olivenca referred to in Brito’s reports. There is the 
Alentejo once more in safety. Madden ought now certainly to 
rejoin Mendizabel. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th January, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 18th. I do not think it 
quite fair in Dom M. de Forjaz to conclude that the officer em- 
ployed on the works on the left of the Tagus has all the assist- 
ance he requires, because he has not troubled Dom M. de Forjaz 
with further applications for them. It might as well be sup- 
posed by a gentleman that his duns do not require payment, 
or rather that he has paid his duns, because they may have 
discontinued their visits for a day or two. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. € WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marsha 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th January, 1811. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Mr. Kennedy about Mr. Ogilvie’s 
drafts. 

‘I return the letter from Santarem, which contains some 
curious intelligence ; the writer must be a fellow of some sense. 
I likewise enclose a letter from Admiral Berkeley, which I beg 
you will return, respecting the collection of boats at Salvaterra 
for the use of your corps. My notion was that you should 
embark you infantry under Salvaterra, near where we used to 
kill our hares, and pass them down the south branch of the 
Tagus, below the junction of the Zatas, and then disembark 
them somewhere about Foz, on the left of the Zatas. This 
would have been necessary even supposing that the causeways 
of the bridge of Benavente should have been in such a state 
as to enable the cavalry, the artillery, and the baggage to pass 
them. The Admiral, however, conceived that the matter 
might be done otherwise, and that the Lieutenants of the navy 
could with flats, &c., make a bridge over the inundations of 
the Zatas. I repeated my former request to him, and this is 
his answer, and now I request you to send an Officer of the 
Staff to Salvaterra and Benavente, and ascertain what means 
there are really there, and give your own orders respecting 
them. I also think that it would be very desirable to have 
the causeways of the Benavente river marked with good posts, 
for I understand that if they had been so marked when the 
river lately overflowed its banks, the water was not so deep as 
that a horse could not pass the causeways, and a great danger 
consisted in the facility with which people could miss the 
causeway. 

‘ Mortier’s march, which is I think confirmed by our not 
hearing of his approach to Arronches, shows the nature of the 
attack which we may shortly expect. I calculate that he may 
be on the Zezere in the first days of February. I think it 
would be desirable to have notice sent round to the Ordenanza, 
volunteers, and who are for duty in the lines, apprizing them 
that they are likely to be called upon to be at their posts in a 
short time, and desiring that they may be ready to repair to 
them at a moment’s warning. This general notice would pro- 
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bably be more effectual, and answer our purpose better than 
now to fix a particular distant day. 

‘There is nothing new on this side this morning. The 
enemy did not appear yesterday to be working at their 
chevalets, nor tohave made any progress towards their comple- 
tion since the day before. ‘The orders to Claparede are now 
explained by Mortier’s march. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

6 My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th January, 1811. 

‘I have had some more conversation with Mr. Kennedy 
respecting the expediency of sending some transports to Oporto 
to bring down cattle. Mr. Kennedy considers it desirable 
that as many as thirty sail should be employed on this service, 
and, as we shall always have them within reach, I shall be 
much obliged to you if you will give directions that fifteen sail 
may go to Oporto every week for this purpose. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th January, 1811. 

‘You will have seen the accounts of Mortier’s movements 
received from Brito, the truth of which is confirmed by the 
fact that we have not heard of his appearance on the frontier 
about Arronches. 

‘ The passage of the Tagus by Mortier removes to a dis- 
tant period, if not entirely, the danger of Alentejo; but it 
shows clearly that we shall be attacked at an early period in 
our positions. I reckon that Mortier, supposing him to march 
by Almaraz, can be on the Zezere in the first days in Febru- 
ary; and I think it probable that the battle for the possession 
of this country, and probably the fate of the Peninsula, will 
be fought in less than a month from this time. 

‘I wrote to Lord Liverpool, on the 29th of last month, to 
request him to send me out any troops that might be destined 
to reinforce this army; and I should think that they ought to 
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arrive by the beginning of next month; but if the packet should 
not have sailed, I request you to mention to Lord Wellesley 
that I expect these reinforcements. 

‘ My aide de camp, Major Gordon, was at Abrantes two or 
three days ago, and he says that the only apprehension they have 
there, is of want of provisions; they already feel some distress 
although the place is open, and Gordon says that the country 
abounds in corn, cattle, and provisions of all descriptions. 
There is something very extraordinary in the nature of the 
people of the Peninsula; I really believe them, those of Portu- 
gal particularly, to be the most loyal and best disposed, and 
the most cordial haters of the French that ever existed. But 
there is an indolence and a want even of the power of exertion 
in their disposition and habits, either for their own security, 
that of their country, or of their allies, which baffle all our 
calculations and efforts. You will scarcely believe that the 
troops which I now have in the Alentejo, in which province 
the French would find and seize resources for months, are 
supplied for one half of their consumption by the magasines 
on the right of the Tagus. The people will not sell us what 
they have, and what they have been repeatedly told will fall 
into the hands of the enemy, because they will not incur the 
risk of being obliged, at a later period of the year, to take the 
trouble of sending to Lisbon to replace for their own consump- 
tion that which might now be sold to us. 

‘In the same manner I might now collect at Elvas, from 
' Estremadura, quantities of corn of all descriptions ; but we 
cannot get in Alentejo (a country untouched) carriages for its 
conveyance to Lisbon, because the lower orders will not work 
for hire, and the magistrates will not take the trouble of making 
them work. Can sucha people be saved? Are they worth 
saving ? 

‘I propose to keep Beresford’s corps, or at all events a part 
of it, on the left of the Tagus as long as possible, in order, if 
I can, to save the Alentejo, though I shall not be surprised if 
the French were to make a great attempt to pass the Tagus be- 
fore, or at the same time that they should attack us on the right 
of the river. The Government, therefore, should still persevere 
in their endeavors to prevail upon the inhabitants of the Alen- 
tejo to remove their property within the lines, and out of the 
enemy’s reach. 
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* It is also very desirable that they should take measures to 
draw within the lines, on this side of the Tagus, all the inha- 
bitants and their property. A proclamation is nothing, nobody 
obeys it, and there is nothing to enforce obedience to it. 
But persons should be sent into the different districts to apprise 
the people of their danger, and to urge them to remove from it. 
After all, however, it is very difficult to get them to move, or 
to send in their property, as they have no confidence in the 
Government, and they are as apprehensive that their cattle, 
&c., will fall into the hands of the Portuguese troops, as they 
are that they will fall into the hands of the French. 

‘I must add also that this difficulty was not in my way in 
Beira. 

¢ Another circumstance also, to which it is desirable that the 
attention of the Government should be drawn is, the necessity 
that the Lisbon militia, artillery, ordenanza, &c., should be 
prepared to resume their posts in the lines when I shall call for 
them. I have written to Beresford upon this subject, but it 
is desirable that the Government should likewise attend to it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Eeq.’ _ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


©‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 17th January, 1811. 

‘I enclose two letters which Mr.. Kennedy has put into. 
my hands, on the subject of measures adopted under the au- 
thority of the Portuguese Government, by soldiers of the 
Portuguese marine to seize boats. 

‘When the Portuguese Government made the law by which 
the boats in the Tagus were numbered and registered, and an 
officer was appointed, under their authority, to superintend 
those boats in each part of the Tagus, to which law I refer 
you, I understood that the system of what is termed embargo 
was to cease, and that all applications for boats, when they 
could not be hired by private contract from the owners in suf- 
ficient numbers for the service, were to be made to the officer 
employed to superintend those boats in each division of the 
river. 

6 I have directed the Commissary General of the British 
army to adhere to the system thus established by law in every 
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instance; but if it is to be understood as being no longer im 
use, I beg that I may know it from authority, in order that I 
also may give orders to seize and embargo the boats which are 
necessary for the service of the British army. 

« As, however, the system established by law has been found 
to answer perfectly, I would recommend that the law should 
not be altered, but that it should be enforced; and I profess 
my readiness to order the Commissary General to give every 
assistance to the Portuguese Commissariat in boats, if it should 
be found that the latter are in want of this description of con- 
veyance, and the British Commissary General has more than 
his due proportion. 

‘I have the honor to be, 8c. | 
+ C, Stuart, Esq. *‘ WELLINGTON. . 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Marshal — 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K. B. 


6 My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 18th January, 1811. 

‘I am just returned from Benavente with Fletcher, aad I 
enclose a sketch of the causeway, &c., there: —A is a cause- 
way, over which there may be at the highest floods about ane 
foot of water. The pavement on this part requires some 
repairs, particularly at its commencement near Salvaterra, and 
at the end near the bridge. The whole should be well staked 
out. After passing the bridge there are two raads; one lead- 
ing to the right over the bridge of Benavente, the other an 
unfinished causeway. ‘The first, marked C, has about three 
feet, or three and a half feet water in the highest floods, The 
pavement requires repairs, and the causeway to be staked out. 
The current on this part is very strong. The second, marked 
B, is never overflowed, but it is completed no further than the 
bank of the river. 

‘Fletcher is of opinion that there will be no difficulty in 
laying a bridge of boats from the end of the causeway . B to 
the point D, at the entrance of Benavente, nor in making. a 
road from the bridge up into the town; the distance is 100 
yards; and I write for boats, &c., for the purpose. I acknow- 
ledge, however, that I doubt the practicability of making this 
bridge ; but of this I am very certain, that, if the bridge cap- 
not be made, there can be no difficulty in making use of boats 
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from the end of B to the point D, guiding them across the 
stream by the ropes to be passed over for the bridges, if it 
should not be practicable to complete the bridge. 

‘ Thus the difficulty of Benavente will be got over. Fletcher 
will meet Lieutenant Foster at Benavente on the morning of 
the 20th, to give him the directions for this work, if you will 
send him there. It will be necessary, however, that the Juiz 
should be ordered, under pain of punishment for neglect, First, 
to put the causeways, A and C, in complete repair; Secondly, to 
find men to cut wood to stake them out; Thirdly, to find men 
with tools to make the road from D, up into the town of Bena- 
vente; and to supply any materials that may be required to 
make a platform from the end of B to the boats, supposing one 
should be necessary. 

‘I wish you would inquire from your friend at Santarent, 
whether the enemy have any boats in the little stream which 
runs into the Tagus immediately above the town, over which 
the road to Golegad passes. 

‘I do not know what to make of the enemy’s movements 
in Estremadura. They first told us one story, then contra- 
dicted it, without stating on what grounds, and they have not 
told where the enemy is. Even Downie, who says he counted 
them, does not say where; so that all we know is that they are 
in possession of Merida since the 8th, that is ten days! ! ! 

‘In respect to Madden, I think it would be best to join him 
again to the Spaniards, till they shall take to their garrisons ; 
he must not shut himself up in a Spanish garrison positively. 

€ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


6 My DEAR Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 18th January, 1811. 

‘I received your letter of the 16th, yesterday, by Mr. 
Brown; and 1 have been this day to Benavente, where I have 
seen the causeway. Lieut. Colonel Fletcher is of opinion that 
a bridge of boats can be thrown from the end of the unfinished 
causeway to Benavente, the distance being 100 yards. I doubt 
it; but at all events I am convinced that troops, &c. can pass 
there in boats, which can be guided across the stream by the 
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ropes which will be laid for the bridge, even if it should be 
found impracticable to construct the bridge. | 

‘ There are materials at the mouth of the Benavente river for 
a bridge of 150 feet. This will require 300 feet; and it is 
‘very desirable that the remainder of the materials should be 
sent up. ‘Che number of boats required for the whole will be 
seventeen. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 18th January, 1811. 
‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th 
instant, to the greater part of which I shall give an answer at 
a future opportunity ; but it is necessary that I should draw 
your attention, and that of the Portuguese Government, upon 
the earliest occasion, to the sentiments which have dropped 
from the Patriarch, in recent discussions at the meetings of the 
Regency. ; 
‘It appears that his Eminence has expatiated on the inuti- 
lity of laying fresh burthens on the people, “ which were 
evidently for no other purpose than to nourish a war in the 
heart of the kingdom.’ It must be recollected that these dis- 
cussions are not those of a popular assembly : they can scarcely 
be deemed of the nature of those of a ministerial council; but 
they are those of the persons whom his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent has called to govern his kingdom, in the exist- 
ing crisis of his affairs. I have always been in the habit of 
considering his Eminence the Patriarch as one of those in 
Portugal who are of opinion that all sacrifices ought to be 
made, provided the kingdom could preserve its independence ; 
and I think it most important that the British Government, 
and the Government of the Prince Regent, and the world, 
should be undeceived if we have been hitherto mistaken, 
‘His Eminence objects to the adoption of measures which 
have for their immediate object to procure funds for the 
maintenance of his Royal Highness’s armies, because a war 
may exist in the heart of the kingdom; but I am appre- 
hensive that the Patriarch forgets the manner in which the 
common enemy first entered this kingdom in the year 1807; 
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that in which they were expelled from it, having had complete 
possession of it, in 1808 ; and that they were again in possession 
of the city of Oporto, and of the two most valuable provinces 
of the kingdom, in 1809; and the mode in which they were 
expelled from those provinces. 

‘ He forgets that it was stated to him, in the month of Feb- 
ruary, 1810, in presence of the Marquis d’Olhad, of Senhor 
Dom Miguel de Forjaz, and of Senhor Dom Joa’ Antonio 
Salter de Mendouga, and of Marshal Sir William Beresford, 
that it was probable that the enemy would invade this kingdom 
with such an army as that it would be necessary to concentrate 
all our forces to oppose him with any chance of success, and 
that this concentration could be made with safety in the neigh- 
bourhood of the capital only; and that the general plan of the 
campaign was communicated to him, which went to bring the 
enemy into the heart of the kingdom; and that he expressed 
before these persons his high approbation of it. 

‘If he recollected these circumstances, he would observe 
that nothing had occurred in this campaign that had not been 
foreseen and provided for by measures of which he had ex- 
pressed his approbation, whose consequences he now dis- 
approves. | 

‘The Portuguese nation are involved in a war, not of ag- 
gression or even defence on their part, not of alliance, not in 
consequence of their adherence to any political system ; for 
they abandoned all alliances and all political systems, in order 
to propitiate the enemy. 

©The inhabitants of Portugal made war purely and simply 
to get rid of the yoke of the tyrant, whose government was 
established in Portugal, and to save their lives and properties. 
They chose this lot for themselves, principally at the instiga- 
tion of his Eminence the Patriarch; and they called upon his 
Majesty, the ancient ally of Portugal (whose alliance had been 
relinquished at the requisition of the common enemy), to aid 
them in the glorious effort which they wished to make to re- 
store the independence of their country, and to secure the lives 
and properties of its inhabitants. 

‘I shall not state the manner in which his Majesty has an- 
swered this call, nor enumerate the services rendered to this 
nation by his army. Whatever may be the result of the — 
contest, nothing can make me believe that the Portuguese 
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nation will ever forget them ; but when a nation have adopted 
the line of resistance to the tyrant. under the circumstances 
under which it was unanimously adopted by the Portuguese 
nation in 1808, and has been persevered in, it cannot be be- 
heved that thev intended to suffer none of the miseries of war, 
or that their Government act consistently with their sentiments 
when they expatiate on the inutilitv of laying fresh burthens 
on the people, ‘ which were evidently for no other purpose 
than to nourish a war in the heart of the kingdom.” The 
Patriarch in particular forgets his old principles, his own 
actions, which have principally involved his country in this 
contest, when he talks of discontinuing it, because it has again, 
for the third time, been brought “into the heart of the 
kingdom.” 

‘ Although the Patriarch, particularly, and the majority of 
the existing Government approved of the plan which 1 ex- 
plained to them in February, 1810, according to which it was 
probable that this kingdom would be made the seat of the war, 
which has since occurred, I admit that his Eminence, or any of 
those members, may fairly disapprove of the operations of the 
campaign, and of the continuance of the enemy in Portugal. 

* | have pointed out to the Portuguese Government, in more 
than one dispatch, the difficulties and risks which attended any 
attack upon the enemy’s position in this country; and the 
probable success, not only to ourselves, but to our allies, of 
our perseverance in the plan which I had adopted, and had 
hitherto followed so far successfully, as that the allies have 
literally sustained no loss of any description; and their army 
is at this moment more complete that it was at the opening of 
the campaign in April last. The inhabitants of one part of 
the country alone have suffered, and are continuing to suffer ; 
but, without entering into discussions, which I wish to avoid 
upon this occasion, I repeat that if my counsel had been fol- 
lowed, those sufferings would at least have been alleviated ; 
and I observe that it is the first time that I have heard that 
the sufferings of a part, and but a small part, of any nation 
have been deemed a reason for refusing to adopt a measure 
which has for its object the deliverance of the whole. 

‘The Patriarch may, however, disapprove of the system 
which | have followed ; and I conceive that he is fully justified 
in desiring his Majesty and the Prince Regent to remove me 
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from the command of their armies. This would be a measure 
consistent with his former conduct in this contest, under the 
circumstances of my having unfortunately fallen in his opinion ; 
but this measure is entirely distinct from his refusal to concur 
in laying those burthens on the people, which are necessary to 
carry on and secure the objects of the war. 

‘It must be obvious to his Eminence, and to every person 
acquainted with the real situation of the affairs of Portugal, - 
that unless a great effort is made by the Government to render 
the resources more adequate to the necessary expenditure, all 
plans and systems of operations will be alike; for the Portu- 
guese army will be able to carry on none. At this moment, 
although all the corps are concentrated in the neighbourhood 
of their magazines, with means of transport easy by the Tagus, 
_the Portuguese troops are frequently in want of provisions, 
because there is no money to defray the expenses of transport ; 
and all the departments of the Portuguese army, including the 
_hospitals, are equally destitute of funds to enable them to 

defray the necessary expenditure, and to perform their duty. 
These deficiencies and difficulties have existed ever since I have 
‘known the Portuguese army ; and it is well known that it 
must have been disbanded more than once, if it had not been 
assisted by the provisions, stores, and funds destined for the 
maintenance of the British army. 

‘It may likewise occur to his Eminence, that in proportion 
as operations of the armies would be more extended, the ex- 
pense would increase; and the necessity for providing adequate 
funds to support it would become more urgent, unless indeed 
the course of those operations should annihilate at one blow 
both army and expenditure. 

* The objections, then, to adopt measures to improve the re- 
sources of the Government, go to decide the question whether 
the war shall be carried on, or not, in any manner. 

‘ By desiring his Majesty and the Prince Regent to remove 
me from the command of their armies, his Eminence would 
endeavor to get rid of a person deemed incapable or unwilling 
to fulfill the duties of his situation. By objecting to improve 
the resources of the country, he betrays an alteration of opinion 
respecting the contest, and a desire to forfeit its advantages, 
and to give up the independence of his country, and the secu- 
rity of the lives and properties of the Portuguese nation. 
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‘In my opinion, the Patriarch is in such a situation in this 
country, that he ought to be called upon, on the part of his 
Majesty, to state distinctly what he meant by refusing to 
concur in the measures which were necessary to insure the 
funds, to enable this country to carry on the war. 

‘ At all events, I request that this letter may be communi- 
cated to him in the Regency; and that a copy of it may be 
forwarded to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, in order 
that his Royal Highness may see that I have given his Emi- 
nence an opportunity of explaining his motives, either by 
stating his personal objections to me, or the alteration of his 
opinions, his sentiments, and his wishes in respect to the inde- 
pendence of bis country. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dr. Halliday. 

‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th January, 1811. 

‘T have received your letter of the 16th instant, and I am 
much concerned that it is not in my power to remove you from 
the Portuguese service, to which you are now attached, in order 
to attach you to the British army; nor is it in my power to 
give you leave to absent yourself from your duties in the 
Portuguese army. 

‘I refer you to my last letter for my opinion on the other 
points to which yours relates. 

‘ I have.the honor to be, &c. 

* Dr, Halliday. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Kemmis, 
President of a General Court Martial. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th January, 1811. 

‘I have perused the proceedings of the General Court 
Martial, of which you are President, on the trial of Private 
, of the — regiment; and as I do not agree in. 
opinion with the Court that the prisoner ought to be acquitted, 
I request them to revise their sentence. 

‘ There is no contradiction of the evidence which has been 
produced that this soldier quitted the company to which he 
belonged without leave. He may afterwards have been taken 
prisoner by the enemy; and it appears that he has been æx- 
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changed as a prisoner of war. The crime of which he has 
been guilty may not be deemed of the worst description, viz., 
desertion with an intention of joining the enemy ; but in my 
opinion the evidence tends directly to prove that he was guilty 
of deserting, and the Court should find accordingly, and sen- 
tence such punishment as they may think proper. 
€ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Colonel Kemmis, ‘ WELLINGTON. 
! President of a General Court Martial. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W.C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th January, 1811. 

‘The enemy moved about 3000 infantry, and eight or ten 
squadrons of cavalry, this day about noon upon Rio Mayor, 
from whence our troops retired. I have not yet heard whether 
they are gone back again; but I should not be surprised if 
this movement were followed by a general one in the morning, 
as I think they must have imagined that we had sent more 
troops to the left of the Tagus than we really have. 

¢ Whatever movement I may make, I should wish you to 
continue in the position you now occupy till you shall hear 
further from me. I shall write again, as soon as I know what 
the enemy have done from Rio Mayor. 

¢ Accounts from Estremadura are just as contradictory as 
usual. Romana, however, who is very ill, is alarmed for the 
safety of Olivenca, and is about to send off the divisions of 
O’Donnell and Carrera. They will cross at Aldea Galega. 

‘I am very apprehensive that, after all, Badajoz is not sup- 
plied with provisions; and Mendizabel has desired Romana 
to send him 600,000 rations of biscuit. Mr. Kennedy is going 
to send him 100,000 rations; but Alava has proposed from 
the Marquis that these 100,000 rations should be sent from 
Elvas, and that ours should go to Elvas. Can this be done? 
Can Elvas spare the 100,000 rations of biscuit, taking all the 
chances of the other not reaching the place ? 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B: ¢ WELLINGTON. 


‘ I am not quite secure on the score of Bacellar's movement 
of Wilson's and Miller’s divisions. I think that, considering 
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that part of Claparéde’s division remained in the tear, and: 
that in fact the French are very indifferent about their cost: 
munication, it would have been better to have thrown those 
divisions m front of Claparéde.’ — nn 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Caftaxo, 19th January, 1611. 

‘In answer to your letter of the 17th, I have to refer yon 
to mine to the Secretary of State of .this day, from which you 
will see how impossible it is for me to form any decisive opinion . 
regarding the operations of the enemy from Estremadura,: 
I can rely upon nothing from the Spaniards, aad | therefore. 
say decidedly, that the Alentejo ought to be put in a state 
to receive the enemy at a moment’s notice. The sooner. the. 
inhabitants begin to move, the less inconvenience they vil: 
experience in making the movement. As for putting cattle. 
upon the island of Lyceria, 1 am perfectly aware that they, 
can be drawn from thence when we please. But. I: know the 
inhabitants of Portugal better than Don M. de Foxjaz. |. The. 
moment the enemy appear on the left of the Tagus, they will: 
fly, and leave the cattle behind them. But they must do as 
they please. 

‘ I have written you a letter upon the Bishop’s conduct in 
the Regency, which you will either produce or not, as you 
may think best. ‘he utility of it will depend entirely upon 
the effect it is likely to have upon his mind: but I think it 
gets him into a dilemma which he will be glad to avoid by 
supporting in the Regency the measures necessary for carrying 
on the war. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 18th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. .. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpth 
Secretary of State. Do 

‘My Lorp, . | ‘ Cartaxo, 19th January, 1811. 
‘1 have the honor to transmit a letter from Colonel Pea- 
cocke with its enclosures, respecting the improper state th 
which some detachments have been sent from England, and 
I shall be much obliged to your Lordship, if you will: give 
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such: directions as may prevent the recurrence of such i beregue 
larities. 

. ‘I have the.honor to be, &e. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ | € WELLINGTON. . 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K:B., to the Earl Y Liverpoot 
Secretary of State. 


«My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th Jannaty, 1811. 

‘4 Since the enemy obtained possession of the bridge over 
the Guadiana at Merida, the accounts of their progress have 
been s0 various and contradictory, that 1 am not enabled to 
form an opinion of their designs or numbers. 

‘It was first reported from Badajoz from authority, thet 
about 14,000 infantry, with a large convoy of carriages, &c 
had marched on the 9th by the road of Miajadas towards the 
btidge of Almaraz; and I have since received a report from 
thé banks of the Elga, that the enemy's head quarters were at 
Otéeres, while other reports from Badajoz would tend to prove 
thile the enemy's whole force, with the exception of a small 
body of cavalry, were still on the left bank of the Guadiana. 
46 When General Mendizabel retired across the Guadiana, 
be threw a small corps of about 3000 infantry into Olivença, 
which place was but ill supplied with provisions and stores. A 
body of infantry, which has at times been stated to be 4000, 
and at others 7000, with about 1500 cavalry, has blockaded 
Olivenca; and I imagine that the consternation which pre- 
vails in all the towns in Estremadura, in consequence of this 
event, is the reason that no positive intelligence of the enemy's 
movements, or position, or numbers, can be promised. 

‘At the moment when the enemy entered Estremadura 
from Seville, General Ballesteros received an order from the 
Regency dated the 21st December last, directing him to pro- 
ceed with the troops under his command into the Condado de 
Niebla. The force in Estremadura was thus diminished by one 
half, and the remainder are considered insufficient to attempt 
the relief of the troops in Olivenga. General Mendizabel has 
consequently called for assistance from this quarter, and the 
Marquis de la Romana immediately directed the troops under 
Don Carlos de España to march, for which General Mendi- 
zabel had made a requisition ; and [ imagine that the remainder 
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of the Spanish corps hitherto attached to this arniy will like- 
Wise move in that direction. 

The circumstances which I have above related will show 
your Lordship that the military system of the Spanish nation 
is not much improved, and that it is not very easy to combine, 
or regulate, operations with a corps so ill organized, in pos- 
session of so little intelligence, and upon whose actions so 
little reliance can be placed. It will scarcely be credited, that 
the first intelligence which General Mendizabel received of 
the assembly of the enemy’s troops at Seville was from hence; 
and if any combination was then made, either of retreat or 
defence, it was rendered useless, or destroyed by the orders 
from the Regency to detach General Ballesteros into the Con- 
dado de Niebla, which were dated the 21st December, the 
very day on which Soult broke up from Cadiz with a detach- 
ment of infantry, and marched to Seville. 

‘ There has been no alteration in the position of the enemy's 
troops in front of this army. 

‘I imagine that General Claparéde has not received thé 
orders from General Drouet to take up his position upon 
Guarda, of which I reported to your Lordship in my last dis- 
patch, that we had intercepted the duplicate. He attacked 
General Silveira with the advanced guard of his division near 
Trancoso, at the Ponte do Abade, on the 30th December, and 
obliged him to retire with some loss. Lieut. Colonel MacBean, 
of the 24th regiment, was wounded in this affair. General 
Claparéde attacked General Silveira again with the advanced 
guard of his division at Villa da Ponte on the 11th instant, 
and obliged him to retire, but without material loss, excepting 
that of Major Cooksey, of the 24th Portuguese regiment, who 
was unfortunately killed, and the officer commanding the lst 
brigade of militia, who was wounded. 

‘General Bacellar, who commands in the north, has moved 
the divisions commanded by General Miller and Colonel 
Wilson, upon the flank and rear of the enemy, which it is 
expected will check this movement, and oblige him to fall back 
again towards the frontier. A part of Claparéde’s division 
was still at Pinhel. 

‘TI enclose copies of the letters which I have received from 
Marshal Beresford on these transactions. 

‘T have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


1811. CARTAXO. 159 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
ae Secretqry of State. 
+ My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th January, 1811. 

‘TI enclose the weekly state. My dispatch of this date will 
show you the situation of affairs. The Spaniards have out- 
done themselves even in their late transactions in Estremadura, 
and I expect to hear at every moment that they have lost their 
corps in Olivenca. I shall send you the reasons stated for not 
breaking the bridge of Merida, if I can get the paper from 
La Romana. It is really worth preserving. 

‘ I hope that you will have sent me the troops upon receiving 
my letter of the 29th December. I am sorry to give you bad 
accounts of the Brunswick Legion. ‘They continue to desert 
in large numbers; and on the night before last, fourteen de- 
serted to go to the enemy, eleven were caught, one was shot 
while making the attempt, and only two got off. ‘These were 
men who had only joined the army two days before. I find 
they were prisoners enlisted, but it is desirable not to have in 
this army enlisted deserters. 

‘I enclose a newspaper giving an account of our works, the 
number of guns, and men in each, and for what purpose con- 
structed. Surely it must be admitted that those who carry 
on operations against an enemy, possessed of all the information 
which our newspapers give to the French, do so under singular 
disadvantages. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 20th January, 1811. 10 a.m. 

‘I received in the night your letter of yesterday. The 
French retired again from Rio Mayor yesterday evening, and 
our troops re-entered the place, and all is quiet this morning, 
at least as far as I have heard. Their force was strong, but 
only a reconnaitring party. Fletcher is gone over to meet 
Lieutenant Foster. 

| ‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 
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‘ I observe that Silveira attacked the enemy on the day Mac 
Bean was wounded, which I do not think was exactly conform- 
able to instructions. Madame la Duchesse d’Abrantes’ letter is 
capital ; I hope that she, and the young one, will arrive safe in 
France, to tell the story of her afflictions in Spain.’ 


MEMORANDUM. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Marquts de la Romana. 


‘ Cartaxo, 20th January, 1811. 

‘The situation of affairs in Estremadura becomes very 
critical and important; and will be doubly so if it be true that 
Badajoz is not supplied with provisions. 

‘ It is very difficult, in consequence of the defective state of 
the information which we have received from Estremadura, 
to decide upon the positions which the enemy have occupied, 
or upon the plan of operations which ought to be adopted 
for the relief of Olivenga. 

‘ The Spanish Generals should bear in mind, however, that 
the last body of troops which their country possesses is that 
under the command of the Marquis de la Romana, and that it 
should not be risked in operations of difficult or doubtful 
result. The relief of the battalions in Olivenca is the first 
‘subject for consideration ; if it be true, as has been stated, that 
the enemy have a considerable force on the right as well as on 
the left bank of the Guadiana, the operation to be performed 
becomes critical, and may involve not only the Joss of the 
troops employed in it, but may have for its consequence the 
blockade of Badajoz itself. 

‘In order to put this possibility in a clearer light, I must 
observe that there is no passage now for the Spanish troops 
over the Guadiana, excepting Badajoz itself. If then the 
whole of the disposable force in Estremadura should be thrown 
over the Guadiana at Badajoz, and the enemy's corps on: the 
right of the Guadiana should take up a position on the bigh 
grounds between that place and the river Caya, not only Oli 
venca would remain blockaded, if the measures for its relief 
should not succeed, but Badajoz also, with this additional 
inconvenience, that the number of mouths to feed in the place 
would be increased by the amount of the force which should 
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häve been employed to relieve Olivenga, and which it is sup 
posed, in the event of failure, would retire upon Badajoz. 

©The mode of proceeding which I would recommend as a 
remedy for this inconvenience, would be, if possible, to attack 
the enemy's troops on the right of the Guadiana, at the same 
time that an attempt should be made to relieve Olivenca. If 
they should be so weak as to be obliged to retire from the right 
bank, then the bridges of Merida and Medellin should be 
destroyed, as before recommended. 

‘If the Spanish force is not strong enough to attack the 
enemy on the right bank at the same time that an attempt is 
tiade to relieve Olivenca, at all events the Ponte d’ Evora 
ought to be destroyed, and the heights should be occupied by 
a part of the garrison of Badajoz which communicate with the 
fort of St. Christoval, and run from Badajoz to Campo Mayor. 
‘These measures would delay the opérations of the enemy, and 
would enable the relieving troops to return, and pass through 
‘Badajoz before the enemy could occupy his position, as sup-. 
posed, between Badajoz and the Caya. But the relief of 
Olivenca, and the operations to be carried on with a view to 
that measure, however important, are trifling in importance in 
comparison with the consideration of those which must be 
‘adopted for the safety of Badajoz itself, most particularly if 
that place is not supplied with provisions. 

' «If the enemy are in the force supposed, and propose to 
remain im Estremadura, these provisions must be drawn from 
Portugal ; and, at all events, the Spanish army must keep up 
its communication with this. 

* I would therefore recommend the following measures to the 
consideration of the Spanish General Officers. 

‘ First; if possible, to get possession of the right bank of 
the Guadiana again, and to destroy the bridges of Merida and 
Medellin. If this measure answers no other purpose, it will 
igain time at all events, even if the bridges can be repaired, but 
if they cannot be repaired it will oblige the enemy to make use 
of his own bridge for the passage of the river, and will confine 
him to one passage only. 
© ‘4 Secondly ; an intrenched camp should be marked out, and 
prepared for the disposable force of the Marquis de la Roma- 
na’s.army, on the heights between Badajoz and Campo Mayor, 
having its right upon St. Christoval. 
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‘ Thirdly; General Ballesteros’ division ought again to be 
joined to the army of the Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ Fourthly ; the boats for a bridge now at Badajoz ought 
to be sent to Elvas, in order to give the Marquis de la Romana 
a facility of crossing the Guadiana under Jurumenha, to give 
him a choice of attacking the enemy upon the left bank of the 
Guadiana, supposing that the enemy should fix their bridge 
below Badajoz, between that place and Elvas, and thus dis- 
lodge him from his entrenched position. 

‘ All these measures are very simple and practicable if they 
are immediately commenced in earnest ; but if this plan, or 
some other of this description, is not adopted at an early period, 
and it forms part of the enemy’s plan to blockade Badajoz 
with the force he now has in Estremadura, he will succeed in 
obtaining possession of the place, which has no chance of being 
preserved, unless Massena should be obliged to withdraw from 
his position in Portugal. 


‘ Marquis de la Romana. ‘ WELLINOTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellestey. 


© My DEAR Henry, ‘Cartaxo, 20th January, 1811. 
‘T inclose my despatch of yesterday. They have settled 
their concerns finely in Estramadura ; and no arrangement was 
ever more completely Spanish than to have sent between 3000 
and 4000 of their best men into Olivenca, a place without 
artillery, ammunition, or provisions, under circumstances in 
which it was impossible, if they should be attacked, that they 
could be relieved! Then, as usual, they halloo to the whole 
world for assistance, and abuse if it is not immediately given to 
them. Mendizabel has desired that I would place under his 
command all the troops in the garrisons on the frontier, and 
all the cavalry. The Marquis de la Romana has indeed asked 
for the latter, which they would lose, and then abuse them. 
‘Don Carlos de Espafia went some days ago to Campo 
Mayor, where he is by this time, upon Mendizabel’s requisi- 
tion ; and the Marquis de la Romana, who is very ill, settled 
yesterday that the divisions of Carrera and O’Donnel, which 
are with this army, should cross the Tagus, and proceed to the 
relief of Olivenca. However, it is nonsense to talk of these 
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people as troops, or to reckon upon their operations in any 
manner whatever, excepting in defence of a strong post, from 
which they have no retreat. In this view the loss of their 
numbers is a serious one to me. 

‘ You will observe the state of Olivenca for want of provi- 
sions, and I am sadly afraid that Badajoz is not much better ; 
for Mendizabel has applied to the Marquis de la Romana for 
600,000 rations of biscuit, in a letter received only yesterday. 
They have had the whole province of Estremadura open to 
them since the beginning of July, and it was particularly settled 
between the Marquis de la Romana and me, not only that the 
abundant harvest of Estremadura should supply his garrisons, 
but that a large magazine should be formed for this army!!! 
To form these magazines, however, required arrangement, fore- 
sight, and activity ; and there our allies invariably fail us. If 
it be true that there be no provisions in Badajoz, the French 
will undoubtedly get that place, if they only approach it ; and 
then there will be a fine breeze! Mendizabel, &c., have sent 
us 80 many false reports, that I cannot make out what the 
French are doing. | 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. | ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Kemmis, 
President of a General Court Martial. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 21st January, 1811. 
‘ I return the proceedings of the General Court Martial of 
which you are President, in order to have inserted in the pro- 
ceedings my letter to you, directing the revisal of the sentence. 
‘ This is usual upon all occasions, and I wish to show to 
those who will see the proceedings of this General Court 
Martial, that I, at least, did my duty. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Colonel Kemmis, ‘WELLINGTON. 
President of a General Court Martial. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. 


«My DEAR Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st January, 181). 1 p.m. 

‘{ have perused Madden’s letter, and I think there is only 
one part of it which ought to be given to the Marquis de la 
Romana, viz., that part of it not marked by me. The other 
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parts may be very true and correct accounts of the state of 
affairs in the Spanish army, indeed I am sure they are true, 
but I do not think it would answer any good purpose to com- 
municate General Madden’s accounts to the Marquis. How- 
ever, I would not extract his letter without your consent, and 
therefore I return it to you. 

‘ ‘There is nothing new on this side, excepting that they say 
Junot was wounded at Rio Mayor on Saturday. Cocks has been 
very successful in taking prisoners of the 2nd and 6th corps, 
near Alcobaca, in search of provisions, who say they have 
150 boats at Punhete. They double the number every day. 

© Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘T enclose an anonymous letter which ought to be directed 
to you, instead of me; I have not read it.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Sir William Erskine. 
€ My pear Sir WILLIAM, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st January, 1811. 

‘I am very sorry I did not see you this day, for I wanted 
to tell you how much I was satisfied with the mode in which 
you conducted our matters on Saturday at Rio Mayor. I 
thought it best, as I could not go out, to send you no orders. 

‘I hope to put you in orders for the command of the 5th 
division of infantry, if it should be agreeable to you; but as 
that division is not at present actively employed, I should wish, 
if it is not disagréeable to you, that you should remain in your 
present situation, and will appoint General Howard* to com- 
mand your brigade in the Ist division, which will still remajn 
under your orders. Let me know if this will suit you. 

“I am thinking of making an arrangement for holding 
Alcoentre, at least for a time, in case the enemy attempt any 
thing on the left of our position. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Sir W. Erskine.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


«Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st January, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose a letter which Lieut. Colonel 

Fletcher has just put into my hands. As it is quite impossible 
* Lieut. General Lord Howard, of Effingham, G.C.B. 
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that all the details of boats upon the river Tagus can be 
‘carried on between you and me, it is very desirable that 
the river boats in the Tagus should be left under the autho- 
tities placed over them by the Portuguese Government, 
with whom the Commissary General and Quarter Master 
General can communicate; and that when British boats 
are required for any service, I should have the honor 
of applying to you for them; and that you should give 
such orders for their being supplied as you may decm 
expedient. 

‘When a Lieutenant of the navy is employed to com- 
mand or take charge of these boats, it is desirable that he 
should receive instructions to attend to the directions he may 
receive from me, or any staff officer acting under my orders ; 
for it is obvious that much time must be lost if, after the 
necessity for a service occurs, I am to apply to you to issue 
orders to an officer to perform it, which application would be 
made, as in this instance, many hours after the necessity would 
occur. Besides this inconvenience, it throws upon you and 
me the details of the service, into which we cannot enter with- 
_ out devoting to them time which might be better employed 
otherwise. 

‘In stating this, I do not mean to complain of Lieutenant 
, or of any officer of the navy, of whose zeal and anxiety 
to forward the service upon every occasion, I cannot express 
my acknowledgment in too strong terms. 

‘I beg leave to draw your attention to the statement in 
Captain Squire's letter, regarding the necessity of having 
English flat bottomed boats for the bridge at Benavente, and 
I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send up the 
number required. 





‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
© My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st January, 1811. 
‘ By this time you will have reccived my letter on the Patri- 
arch’s speech, about which you will do as you like. But I 
think it contains truths which ought, in some manner or 
other, to be brought to the recollection of all the ruling autho- 
VOL. VII. * M 
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rities in Portugal; and it places the Patriarch’s conduct in 
such a light that he will tremble when he shall see the lamp 
post. However, you will judge of the necessity of bringing it 
forward, and of the time and manner of producing it, if pro- 
duced at all. 

‘I must write to you, however, officially in a very serious 
manner, upon answers lately received from Colonel Fava and 
from General Rosa to requisitions for work to be done in their 
departments, in which they say they cannot perform the work 
till they shall know who is to pay for it. The work in Colonel 
Fava’s department was portable magazines for the redoubts 
in the lines ; and that in General Rosa’s was made up ammu- 
nition for the same, for which Great Britain has supplied the 

wder. 

‘I believe that I have gone beyond my power in defraying 
all the expenses of constructing all the works, and also of im- 
proving the defences of Peniche; but it is really carrying 
matters too far, if Great Britain is not only to pay the ex- 
pense of constructing the works for the defence of Portugal, 
but likewise the expense incurred by the ordinary depart- 
ments in the Portuguese arsenals and establishments, in arming 
the works after they are constructed. I shall be sorry to 
bring this question to a decision, but it may be depended upon 
that the British Government will fly off upon it. 

‘I think also (but that may be prejudice) that I see in 
these new claims of Fava and Rosa, for payment for the work 
done by their departments respectively, that spirit of anti- 
Anglican party, which I am convinced is encouraged at Lis- 
bon. I am therefore desirous that these demands should be 
set aside by authority at once. 

‘I am so entirely of opinion that we can do nothing for 
this country, if the anti-Anglican party is not suppressed, that 
I shall recommend to Government either to suppress it, and to 
have banished from Portugal all those concerned in it, or to 
withdraw their army. ‘They now go so far with their de- 
mands as to call upon me for payment for the repair of roads, 
for which there are funds in all parts of Portugal. This was 
done yesterday at Benavente. 


‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


© My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd January, 1811. 
‘ I enclose a letter, and its enclosure, from General 
Cole. I have sent the extract regarding the magazines 
at Villa Franca to Mr. Stuart, to be laid before the 
Government. | 
Believe me, &c. , 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


‘ There is nothing new here this day.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘ Sir, | ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd January, 1811. 
‘I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which : 
I have received from the Commissary General, requesting 
that a supply of salt provisions amounting to 30,000 pounds 
should be landed for the use of the army, from the transports 
in the Tagus; and I request you to give directions that this 
quantity of provisions may be landed from the several trans- 
ports, in proportion to the number of troops each is calculated 
to carry. | 
* J have the honor to be, &c. 
« Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley,’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


¢ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd January, 1811. 


« Since I had the honor of addressing you last night on the 
subject of the boats at Benavente, I have had the honor of 
receiving your letter of the 21st instant, upon the subject of 
the want of boats to transport the army under the Marquis 


de Ja Romana to the left of the Tagus. 
; M 2 
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‘I beg leave to refer you to my letter of the 25th October, 

for the statement of the mode in which a transaction of this 
kind is carried on in the army. This transaction has been 
carried on strictly according to that mode. 
' ‘When Mr. Dunmore found he could not procure a 
sufficient number of country boats for the required service, 
he ought to have made his report; and to have suggested 
either to me, or to the officer of the Quarter Master General’s 
department at Lisbon, if you are so kind as to allow that 
officer to communicate with you upon the service, to re- 
quest you to order the transport boats to supply the de- 
ficiency. 

‘This would have been the regular mode of proceeding, 
and Mr. Dunmore’s error shall be made known to him; but 
I am convinced he never intended to do anything disrespectful 
by you. 

“I can have no knowledge of the verbal orders of the 
Minister in the War Department to the officer in charge of the 
boats on the river, by the appointment of the Government. 
The Commissary General and his officer have orders to apply 
to this officer to supply boats when they cannot procure them 
by private contract ; and the confusion, when there is any, 
arises from the Government omitting to enforce their own 
regulation, or their officers giving verbal orders contradictory 
to it. 

‘If the regulation should be altered, and I am told that 
we are either to seize boats when we want them, or that 
we are to apply at the Admiralty for the boats which we 
shall require for the ordinary service upon the river, I shall 
give directions that we should act accordingly; but till 
the Government alter their law, it is impossible for me to 
act otherwise than as pointed out in my letter of the 26th 
October. 

‘ The proceedings in regard to English boats, and all assist- 
ance required from the fleet, are entirely different. Appli- 
cation for these must be made to you by me, unless you should 
continue to allow the officers of the Quarter Master General’s 
department to apply for them; and in that case it would bé 
desirable that the officers of the Navy employed in command, 
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or in charge of the boats, should have the instructions sug- 
gested in my letter of last night. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lseut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd January, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose letters received from Colonel 
Faber, and from Brigadier General Rosa, to which I beg you 
to draw the attention of the Governors of the kingdom. 

‘ The former states that he has received the directions of the 
Governors of the kingdom to ascertain who is to pay for 
certain work which he had been required by Colonel Fletcher, 
the Chief Engineer, to perform; and he intimates, that unless 
he should be paid for the work he had before performed of the 
same description for the service of the redoubts near Torres 
Vedras, he can do no more. 

‘ Brigadier General Rosa states, that he cannot make up 
the cartridges required for the works on the left of the Tagus 
fur want of money. 

6 ‘These works are intended for the defence of Lisbon, and 
I request that the Governors of the kingdom will state, 
whether they propose that his Majesty should defray all the 
expense, not only of labor and materials in their construction, 
but Jikewise the expenses which may be incurred in the Portu- 
guese arsenals and other establishments, in arming and equip- 
ping them. 

‘Having already incurred so large an expense on this 
account, the trifling expense of constructing these portable 
magazines in Colonel Faber’s establishment, and making up 
a few cartridges wanted from the arsenal, would not be worthy 
of consideration; but I object to the principle, that every 
‘effort is not to be made, and every assistance given, by every 
Portuguese department, to carry on the operations of the war; 
and to the temper and mode in which these communications 
are made by order of the Governors of the kingdom. 

‘ I therefore request that this letter may be laid before the 
Governors of the kingdom, with a request that they will state, 
for his Majesty's information, whether they do adopt the 
principle that no assistance is to be given by the Portuguese 
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arsenals and other establishments, for the works going on in 
the neighbourhood of Lisbon, without being paid for by his 
Majesty. 

‘I likewise enclose the extract of a letter from Colonel 
Harvey, commanding a brigade of Portuguese infantry, to 
Major General Cole, on the subject of the deficiencies of the . 
magazines at Villa Franca to supply the demands of the troops. 
I beg you to draw the attention of the Governors of the 
kingdom to this subject. 

‘ There is no want of flour, or grain, or wheat at Lisbon ; 
the want consists in money to buy those articles, and in 
arrangement to convey them to the 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
*C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLIxcron. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Monsieur 
Honoré Charlaro. 
© Monsiecr, ‘ Au Quartier Général, ce 23 Janvier, 1811. 

‘ J’ai eu l'honneur de recevoir votre lettre du 20 Janvier. 

‘ J'ai toujours fait tout en mon pouvoir pour adoucir le sort 
des prisonniers Français qui me sont tombés dans les mains; 
et j'en ai sauvé la vie à plusieurs; et je serais bien content s'il 
était en mon pouvoir de faire plus pour eux que je n'ai déjà 
fait. Mais ni les Généraux des armées Françaises, ni le 
Gouvernement Français, paraissent avoir le moindre désir ou 
d’adoucir le sort, ou de voir finir les malheurs des prisonniers 
Francais, soit en consentant à un cartel d'échange pour mettre 
un terme à leurs malheurs, soit en adoptant aucun autre 
arrangement. 

* Il] n'est pas juste donc d’attendre de moi que je ferai 
plus que je n’ai déjà fait pour les prisonniers; et que j'oublierai 
en faveur des prisonniers Français ce que je dois aux officiers 
et soldats de l’armée Anglaise, et aux officiers et marins de la 
Marine Anglaise, qui languissent dans les prisons en France, 
tandis que le Gouvernement et les Généraux Français mon- 
trent une indifférence si décidée sur le sort de ceux de leur 
compatriotes qui sont dans nos mains. 

‘ Je suis fâché que je ne peux pas prêter l'oreille à votre 
demande. 

‘ J’ai l'honneur d’être, &c. 
* Monsieur Charlaro. ' © WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B, to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford. 


‘ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd January, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 22nd instant, containing 
the copy of one from Dr. of the 14th instant, with 
charges against Mr. and Mr. It appears that 
these three gentlemen carried on a very active private corre- 
spondence in the course of the last summer, in which each of 
them appears to have delivered his opinion in very free terms 
of his neighbour. This conduct is very blameable, and these 
gentlemen might as well have spent their time in a manner 
more advantageous to the public. 

‘ But, excepting for having written private letters at all on 
the characters of others, I do not see what crime Mr. 
and Mr. have been guilty of ; and I am apprehensive that 
if we were to begin to bring persons to trial for this crime, 
we ought not to stop at those gentlemen, nor even at Dr. , 
but that too many have been guilty of this idle, foolish, and 
mischievous amusement. 

‘I do not think it proper to.employ the time of the officers 
of the army in investigating the truth, or falsehood, of all the 
nonsense which these letters contain, nor even whether Dr. 
deserved the appellation of a Judas among the doctors 
attached to the Portuguese army, which has been applied to 
him. Nor do I think it expedient to expose to the Portu- 
guese army, and to the world in Portugal, by such an investi- 
gation, the weakness, and the little futility of the disputes of 
those who, to be of any use to them, or to do credit to the 
British army, and to their own country, must command the 
respect of the natives of this. 

‘In my opinion, these gentlemen should be desired to recon- 
cile their differences, and to carry on the service together as 
men ought who make the good of the service their object. 
I am also of opinion that you should recommend to the Prince 
Regent to dismiss from his service the gentleman who does 
not attend to this admonition; and you may depend upon it, 
that I will take care not to admit such a firebrand into the 
medical department attached to this army. 

‘ Although I do not deem it expedient to assemble a General 
Court Martial for the investigation of these charges, I can- 
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Lica’. Greeras Viecrmst Messe KB. to C. Stuart, Esq. 


~My near Sin, * Cartaxo, 23rd January, 1811. 
* Tam much concemed to inform you that the Marquis de 
™ Romana diel this dav. He was attached some days ago 
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with spasms in his chest, and he had since been very unwell ; 
but I had seen him every day: and yesterday he was much 
better. This morning he was so well as to talk of coming out 
to see me, but he was attacked again with these spasms, and 
died at about two o’clock. His Secretary had left him, and 
had gone to Villa Franca, to receive him there to-morrow, 
when he intended to set out. 

‘ Under existing circumstances, his loss is the greatest which 
the cause could sustain; and I do not know how we are to 
replace him. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 


‘Be so kind as to forward the enclosed. I have applied 
to the Admiral for a vessel to go to Cadiz.’ | 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 


‘ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd January, 1811. 

‘ Before I can decide upon the note from Dom M. de Forjaz 
of the 20th January, marked A, in your private letter of the 
Q1st instant, it is desirable that 1 should know what the de- 
mand for the boats is; and I shall be obliged to you if you 
will request Dom M. de Forjaz to send it to me. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

°C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


© Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd January, 1811. 

‘I have perused the note from Dom M. de Forjaz of the 
20th instant, marked C, in your private letter of the 21st 
January, regarding the employment of boats on the river 
Tagus. — 

* The object of the regulation of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment upon this subject, and that of every regulation which I 
have recommended, has been to put an end to the system of 
embargo, the literal meaning of which word is to press by 
military force any article or animal which is required by any 
body who has the command of a military force, whether as a 
means of transport, or as an article of use or consumption. 

* Ï proposed, and it was made law, that every boat, as well 
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as every carriage in the country should be numbered, and the 
owner's name and place of abode, and the number of his boat 
and its capacity, should be registered, and that the boats in 
each particular part of each river in the country should be 
under the control of an officer appointed by the Government 
to make and keep the registers, while the magistrates in their 
several villages were to make and keep the registers of the 
carriages, and were to have the control over them. The con- 
sequence of this regulation was to be, that when boats were 
required for the military service, and could not be obtained by 
private contract, the commissary, whether British or Portu- 
guese, requiring them, was to apply to the person who kept 
the register and controlled the boats in the district, who was 
to issue his orders (not to embargo boats, but) to certain boat 
owners to attend for the service with their boats, under the 
penalties of the law for disobedience. 

‘ Carriages were to be procured in the same manner. 

‘ The British Commissariat have, | know, obeyed this law; 
and the way in which I know it is, that they have not the 
power of employing, and have not employed one British 
soldier to embargo any article of any description. ‘The Com- 
missary General hires boats most commonly by private con- 
tract, and when more are required for the service than he can 
readily hire, he applies to the superintendent for his assistance 
to procure them. 

‘I doubt the truth of the fact that a soldier is placed in each 
boat in the employment of the Commissary General, but into 
this I will inquire. If there is any foundation for the asser- 
tion it is probable that he has been obliged to place a driver 
of the commissariat in each boat, which he has hired (which, 
after all, is perfectly harmless), in order to prevent the forcible 
embargo of the boats in his employment by the officers of the 
Portuguese Government. 

‘But although, as I have above stated, the regulations 
which had for their objects the prevention of embargo (and 
which were suggested by me) have been rigidly observed by 
all the British authorities, the same unfortunate circumstances 
which prevent the execution of any of the many salutary laws 
of Portugal, prevent the execution of this law by the Portu- 
guese officers. 

* Boats are wanted for the service of the Portuguese army, 
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but the Portuguese Commissary can get none by private con- 
tract, because the Portuguese Government never pay for the 
hire. Then the Portuguese Commissary applies to the Super- 
intendent Major Pernet, who ought to issue his orders to cer- 
tain owners of certain boats, stating their numbers, to attend 
the service. 

‘ But these boat owners either refuse to attend or go out of 
the way, as they are well aware that they will never be paid, 
and the penalty of the law is not put in force against them, or 
they very probably go and hire themselves in the service of 
the British army, where they know they will be paid. 

‘ Major Pernet, the Superintendent, has then no resource 
but the old system of embargo, and he seizes by military force 
every boat he can find to be employed, not for payment for 
the Portuguese army, but as long as the owners can be de- 
tained under a military guard. 

‘ This is the history of the execution of this law and of the 
law respecting land transports, and this history will point out 
to you the real and principal cause of the confusion which has 
existed. It has been aggravated in some degree by the inter- 
ference of the Portuguese Admiralty with the boats of the 
river, in a manner in which they were not authorised to inter- 
fere, in my opinion, under the law to which I have above 
referred. I have, however, written three letters, of which I 
enclose copies, to Admiral Berkeley upon this subject, on the 
25th October, and 21st and 22nd January, which I hope will 
settle that matter entirely. : 

‘ In order to remedy the inconveniences now felt under this 
law, Dom M. de Forjaz, with his usual zeal and ingenuity, is 
prepared to suggest a new one. 

‘It is useless, however, to expect to be able to carry into 
execution any system of any description, for any branch of the 
service, till the Government shall have provided resources to 
enable them to carry on the war, shall have introduced order 
and regularity into their affairs, and shall have determined to 
punish in the most exemplary manner all those who transgress 
or disobey the law. 

‘ But before they carry this determination into execution, 
it is necessary to be just, it is necessary to put a stop to the 
system of violence, which unfortunately prevails under the 
authority of the Government, and to provide means of paying 
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the poor man whose boat, whose cart, or whose mule is re- 
quired for the public service, and whose time might otherwise 
be profitably employed. 

‘ My own opinion is, that the existing law is the best and 
fairest that could be devised; and I declare most solemnly that 
I believe it has not in any one instance been infringed by the 
British Commissariat, and that we have practically got rid of 
the odious svstem of embargo. When it is considered that 
the British Commissary General feeds the Spanish army and 
the Portuguese militia in the lines, besides the whole British 
army, and that he affords not a little occasional assistance to the 
Portuguese regular troops, it may be doubted whether he em- 
ploys more boats than are necessary to him. I shall, however, 
make inquiry upon this subject, and shall direct him to dis- 
charge from the service as many as can be spared. 

‘I cannot conclude this subject without reflecting upon the 
practical proof, which this discussion affords, of the imprac- 
ticability of carrying on the war elsewhere than in the heart of 
the kingdom. The records of Dom M. de Forjaz’s office must 
contain many discussions on this same subject. When the 
army was on the Mondego the same difficulties occurred, the 
Portuguese troops were frequently in want, and the same dis- 
cussions took place. 

‘ The troops are now upon the Tagus, with the supplies of 
the whole world open to them, and with water communication 
almost to their cantonments, and yet difficulties are experi- 
enced, and the Portuguese troops are not regularly supplied. 
It must occur to any man who has any knowledge of military 
affairs, that till resources are found to defray the necessary 
expenses of the army, these difficulties must occur; and must 
increase in proportion as the troops are further removed 
from their magazines, and from the convenience of water 
carriage. 

‘ I request that this letter and enclosures may be laid before 
the governors of the kingdom, as my answer to Dom M. de 
Forjaz's note. 

‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esg © WELLixaTON. 


a.‘ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 


‘ My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd January, 1811. 

‘I am concerned to inform you that the Marquis de la Ro- 
mana died here this day. He was attacked some days ago 
with spasms in his chest, and he had since been very unwell. 
But I have seen him every day, and yesterday he was much 
better; he was so well this morning as to talk of coming to 
see me, and he intended to set out for Lisbon on his return to 
Estremadura ; and his Secretary had left him to prepare for 
his reception to-morrow at Villa Franca, and for his passage 
down the Tagus: but he was again attacked with spasms, and 
he died about two o'clock. 

* His loss is irreparable; under existing circumstances I 
know not how he can be replaced ; and we may expect that it 
will be followed by the fall of Badajoz. 

‘It will be necessary that the Regency should select a per- 
son as soon as possible, to take the command of the Marquis 
de la Romana’s army, and I hope he will be one of a concili- 
ating disposition. 

‘ The French are still blockading Olivenca. The divisions 
of the Spanish army that were here have marched ; and I en- 
close the copy of a memorandum that I gave to the Marquis 
de la Romana, which he forwarded to Mendizabel some days 
ago. If they are not too late, and will act according to the 
plan suggested in that memorandum, they will save the troops 
in Olivenca and the place of Badajoz, and probably the cause. 
But I tremble for any thing that depends upon Spanish 
exertions and foresight, and Spanish prudence. 

¢ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Duckworth. 


6 My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th January, 1811. 

‘I have observed, on perusing the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial on the trial of Lieut. , that it 
had been generally understood in the 48th regiment, that 
Lieut. had the means of being appointed to serve with 
the Portuguese army, by some interest or influence from that 
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of the commanding officer of his regiment ; I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will let me know whether you 
ever heard what that influence or interest was, or upon whom 
it was to operate. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Colonel Duckworth. © WELLINGTOX. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


* Cartaxo, 2. 24th January, 18H 
‘¢ My pear Beresrorp, Half-past 9 a.m. 


‘I received last night your letters of yesterday, Nos. 1, 2, 
3, 4, and this morning No. 5. 

‘We have heard of no movement by the enemy on thi 
side. On the night of the 21st they threw up rockets, and 
showed blue lights at Pernes, Tremes, and Alorna, but I haw 
not heard that any movement was made. It would appear 
however, that they began to move the boats about the ses 
time. | 

‘ A man of the poor Marquis’s writes to him, I do not knos 
from whence, on the 21st, that the troops at Thomar am 
Cabacos had moved to Pombal and Leyria, but I do not thinl 
that great credit can be given to this statement. We shoul 
have heard it from other quarters. 

‘I think it probable that, finding your preparations t 
oppose their coming out of the Zezere were becoming ver 
formidable, they have moved the boats to the other littl 
streams, of which one comes out under Santarem, which ca 
certainly carry boats; another runs by Pernes, and comes ou 
nearly opposite to Alpiaca ; and a third by Torres Novas, an 
comes out a little lower down than Chamusca: I cannot 
whether these two last carry boats. 

‘ Of the corps mentioned by your prisoners, the 76th regi 
ment is in the Ist division, 6th corps. The battalions mes 
tioned by the six prisoners are the 11 battalions of the 2n 
division of the 9th corps. 


‘ Believe me, Xc. 


* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 24th January, 1811. 
‘My prar ReRresrorp, 11 AM. 


‘Since I wrote to you this morning I have read over Mad- 
en's letter of the 21st. Notwithstanding that General Mad- 
‘s situation is not a very agreeable one, I think that he 
not make the best of it, or rather that he makes the worst 
it. We have the accounts of all his marches and counter- 
es since the 6th instant, and in my opinion it is not too 
wach for his or any other horses. Whether they might not 
# well have remained in their stables is another question, 
with which General Madden has nothing to do. Want of food 
fe man and horse is indeed a good ground of complaint, and 
pou that subject I desire Alava to write to General Men- 
ditabel. 

‘It is not true that there has been any alteration in the in- 
structions or terms under which the Portuguese brigade of 
cavalry has been attached to the Spanish army, but I now 
deire Alava to let General Mendigabel know that I do make 
the following alterations : — 

‘First; that the men and horses are to receive their rations 
regularly, and that if they do not, Brigadier General Madden 
is to complain to General Mendizabel. 

‘Secondly ; if the irregularity or deficiency should continue 

her the complaint made, General Madden is to withdraw the 
e to Elvas. 

‘General Madden is to understand, however, that it will be 
€xpected from him to prove that he has made the complaint, 
‘nd has received no redress, and that the deficiency is one of 
© serious a nature as that its duration would go to the de- 
Rruction of the horses. 

‘I must observe upon all this, that if nobody is to remain 
M a situation which he does not like, or is to do only what 
he likes, we have undertaken a task which is too great for 
us! But I declare that, notwithstanding all my practice, I 
have not health or spirits to go through all the difficulties of 
varrying on the service, crossed and thwarted as it is by the 
wants of the Portuguese and Spanish armies; the obstinacy 
with which they persevere in opposing and rendering fruitless 
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all measures to set them right, or save them; and the diffi- 

culties thrown in the way by our own Government and officers. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


« Sir, * Cartaxo, 24th January, 1811. 

‘Upon perusing the proceedings of the General Court 
Martial, of which Major General the Hon. W. Lumley was 
President, I observed that Major General Houghton is con- 
sidered, and has acted as the commanding officer of the gar- 
rison of Chamusca, without the command of the brigade of 
infantry placed under his orders by the General Orders of the 
army ; and that Colonel Inglis, of the 57th regiment, is con- 
sidered and has acted as the commanding officer of the brigade 
of infantry which had been placed under the command -of 
Major General Houghton by the General Order of the army. 

* The organization of this army has been formed upon cer- 
tain principles of general convenience, as I believe you are 
aware, and it is desirable that it should not be altered upon 
light grounds, particularly without reference to head quarters. 

‘ Chamusca is one of the cantonments of the army. I do 
not know that, in any view of it, that town can be considered 
a garrison to require a commanding officer, who should be 
taken from the duties of the brigade placed under his com- 
mand, to exercise the duties of this new command. At all 
events this arrangement should not have been made without 
reference to head quarters, and I beg that in future the troops 
may continue organized, and officers may continue with the 
commands as ordered by the General Orders. 

‘I have the honor to be, &e. 

‘Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ My pear BeresrorpD, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th January, 1811. 
‘ Our conversations upon the state of affairs on the left of 


the Tagus before you went there, will explain the reason for 
my writing you the enclosed letter, of which you will make 
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such use as you may think proper. I have a Major General 
now to spare (——), whom I can send you, but I will not 
do it if you think it would be inconvenient to you to have 


superseded. 








‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Mendizabal. 


€ SIR, ‘ Cartaxo, 24th January, 1811. 

‘ You will have been made acquainted with the irreparable 
loss sustained by the Spanish army, by your country, and the 
world, by the unexpected death of the Marquis de la Romana 
yesterday, after a short illness. I have lost a colleague, a 
friend, and an adviser, with whom I had lived on the happiest 
terms of friendship, intimacy, and confidence, and I shall re- 
vere and regret his memory to the last moment of my exist- 
ence. During his indisposition I had frequent conversations 
with him on the situation of affairs in Estremadura, and by 
his desire I put my opinions in writing in the form of a memo- 
randum, in order to give him a more convenient opportunity 
of considering them. He transmitted this memorandum to 
you, and I earnestly recommend it to your attention. 

‘ Although we are both placed in an arduous situation, I 
have no doubt that by prudent management and by a cordial 
union of views and actions, we shall extricate ourselves from 
all our difficulties, and you may depend upon my disposition 
to communicate with you with the same frankness and sincerity 
as I did with your respectable predecessor, and to give you 
such assistance as the means in my power will enable me to 
afford. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* General Mendizabal. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., ta Colonel Le Cor. 


< Monsieur, ‘ A Cartaxo, ce 25 Janvier, 1811, 
‘ Vous aurez eu les nouvelles de la mort du Marquis de la 

Romana, qui doit être ensèveli à Lisbonne après demain. Je 

vous envoie l’ordre pour que le 12° régiment marche à Lis- 

bonne demain, pour assister à ses funérailles ; et je vous prie 

de donner ordre à l'officier qui commandera ce corps, qu'il 
VOL vit. * N 
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fasse un rapport de son arrivée au Colonel Peacocke, le Com- 
mandant des troupes Anglaises à Lisbonne, et à Don Soares 
de Noronha. Le 12° régiment retournera à Alhandra le 28. 

‘ J'ai l'honneur d’être, &c. 


«Le Colonel Le Cor.' © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 
‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th January, 1811. 

‘ You will have heard of the misfortune which has occurred 
by the unexpected death of the Marquis de la Romana, after 
a short illness. His body will leave this place for Lisbon this 
day, where it is to be interred: and I am desirous that every 
honor which it is in our power to pay, should be paid to his 
remains. 

‘ In order to enable you to carry my intentions into execution 
in a manner suitable to the occasion, I have ordered to Lisbon 
the 2nd battalion 88th regiment, and the 12th Portuguese 
regiment, and you will take measures, immediately on the 
receipt of this letter, to have these troops properly quartered 
while they shall remain at Lisbon. 

‘You will then consult the Spanish Minister at Lisbon, 
regarding the time and mode in which he proposes to have the 
late Marquis de la Romana buried; and you will dispose of 
the troops under your command on this occasion, in such a 
manner as will be most proper to mark the sincere respect and 
regard which we all feel for his memory, and to do him most 
honor. 

‘ If there should be any cavalry in the depôt, who can attend 
upon this occasion, I beg that they may be brought out. I 
desire that all the Staff Officers will attend the funeral, and I 
hope that the officers on leave at Lisbon will attend likewise. 
After the ceremony shall be concluded, the troops above 
mentioned will return to their stations. 

‘I beg that you will communicate this letter to General 
Don Soares de Noronha, and inform him that the directions 
which it contains are understood as addressed to him, but are 
sent to you under the terms of my original instructions to you. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Colonel Peacocke.’ © WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 


Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th January, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st 
December, enclosing one from Mr. » Paymaster of the — 
battalion — regiment, to the Secretary at War, which I return; 
and I beg to have the instructions of the Commander in 
Chief regarding the mode in which I am to proceed in order to 
have Mr. ’s charges against Majors and , and 
Captain , accurately defined, and afterwards investigated. 
If those against Major, now Lieut. Colonel , are to be 
investigated in this country, it will be necessary that Lieut. 
Colonel should be sent back here. 

‘ My own opinion is, that there is not the smallest foun- 
dation for any of these charges which are alleged to be 
founded upon the proceedings of two boards which have in- 
vestigated the accounts of the — battalion of the — regiment, 
under orders from the War Office, which proceedings have 
been transmitted to the Secretary at War. 

‘ From the perusal of these proceedings, and other circum- 
stances likewise known to the Secretary at War, the character 
of Mr. will appear in its true point of view; and the 
Commander in Chief will be able to judge whether it is expe- 
dient to place officers in arrest, and to put them on their 
trial, upon such vague charges, brought forward by a person 
of very doubtful character, and bankrupt in circumstances, as - 
will appear by the investigation to which I have above referred. 

‘ I would wish to draw the attention of the Commander in 
Chief to the extreme unfairness of receiving charges of this 
description against officers, which are not transmitted through 
the regular prescribed channel. There was nothing to pre- 
vent Mr. from sending his complaint through the channel 
of his Commanding Officer, Lieut. Colonel , who, if he 
had thought proper, would have forwarded it to be laid before 
the Commander in Chief, with the replies and justification of 
the officers accused: and probably the most convenient and 
fairest mode of proceeding with complaints of this description, 
would be to send them back to the person who makes them, 
with directions to forward them in the prescribed channel. 


‘The complaint and justification would then come together 
* N2 
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before the Commander in Chief, who would be enabled to 
judge whether it was expedient to have a further investigation. 

‘ Asthe complaint of Lieut. , and even parts of the 
enclosed letter, refer to acts of mine, it would be an invidious 
proceeding in me to bring these gentlemen to trial for a breach 
of the orders and regulations of the army, and I therefore do 
not propose to take any notice of their conduct, leaving it to 
the Commander in Chief to decide what shall be done with 
these officers. 





© I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Lieut. Colonel Torrens. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Murshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


6 My prar BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th January, 1811. 

‘I received your letters 1, 2, 3 of yesterday, last night; 
and this morning, that written at 8 P.M. We have reports of 
Junot’s death, but I do not give credit to them. 

«I do not know what to do about your means of transport, 
or indeed about any thing for the Portuguese army. The 
Government have not a shilling of money, and no credit ; and 
although there are provisions in Lisbon now for a year, the 
Conde de Redondo cannot find out how to make biscuit, and 
wishes the Commissary General to supply him. 

‘Then the Bishop objects to increase the resources of the 
country, but I have written a letter upon that subject, which 
I hope will make that gentleman reflect upon his conduct. I 
have also had a discussion with Government and the Admiral 
about boats, I fear without much effect. The remedy for the 
evil, as it depends upon Government, is money, and that they 
cannot or will not procure. 

‘ Within these last few days, there has been some difficulty 
about boats, in consequence of the demand for them to pass 
over the Spanish army and all their baggage, which was 
aggravated by ’s interference, and the trouble and corre- 
spondence infinitely increased. Mr. Kennedy tells me, con- 
sequently, that he had not been able to get as many as he 
wanted in the last days. Indeed, when it is considered that, 
including the Spaniards and militia in the lines, he issued 
70,000 rations daily, it is not astonishing that he should be 
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pressed for means of transport. However, I will speak to 
him again on the subject. He has no land transport, or 
very little, excepting his Spanish mules, and those would not 
serve you. 

‘ But it is useless to make any arrangement of this descrip- 
tion till the Government shall have money. We should de- 
prive ourselves of a permanent resource, to give it to you only 
for a day ; as, without money, there is nothing we could give 
you, whether boat, cart, or mule, that would not leave you as 
soon as the guard in charge should turn their eyes another 
way. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford.’ ‘WELLINGTON. | 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 25th January, 1811. 

‘ I request you to represent to the Portuguese Government, 
that the regular Portuguese troops, stationed on this side of 
the river Tagus, are in the greatest distress for provisions of 
all descriptions. 

* Some of them have not received any for two days; others 
are plundering the country in the neighbourhood of Torres 
Vedras for subsistence, and taking from the inhabitants the 
grain and cattle which, in the faith and hope of protection 
from military violence, they were driving within the line of the 
fortified positions. 

‘It will be necessary that immediate measures should be 
adopted to secure to the troops their regular subsistence, in 
their several cantonments, otherwise I shall be obliged to 
order the Portuguese army to Lisbon, where alone it appears 
that the Portuguese establishments can supply them. 

6 The Government will see the consequences which must 
result from their omitting to adopt efficient measures to find 
resources for the supply of food and other necessaries to their 
army. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ¢ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Don Cerios O Donnell. 


€ Sir, * Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

* I have received your letter of the 25th instant, and 1 
enclose the copy of a letter of the 24th instant, which I wrote 
to General Mendizabel, which will apprize you of the mis- 
fortune which has recently happened in this town. 

‘The enemy having possession of Olivenca, and General 
Mendizabel having desired that the divisions commanded by 
General Carrera and yourself, should halt in the situations in 
which those orders should find you, I conceive that you cannot 
do better than halt. 

* I should imagine, however. that those orders are given 
because General Mendizabel is uncertain respecting the plan 
and line of the enemy's operations, whether it will be to enter 

urtugal by crossing the Guadiana below Jurumenha, or to 
attack Radajoz. In the former case, the halting of your 
divisions and their eventual co-operation with the 
under my command. would be expedient. In the latter case, 
General Mendigabel may wish vou to move with all celerity 
upon Elras 

* ‘That. therefore. which I wouid recommend to you, is to 
put your divisions in such a situation, as that you will be able 
to du eather the ane or the cher. as may be necessary ; and 
awuniingly, that the divison af Carrera should go to Monte 
Moe o Nove and tha: unter vour immediate command, to 
Vemias Novas in which cean-vaments each will be better 
annunnalated 

You will af course obey the orders you will receive from 
General Memdisabei: bat if vou should tind that the enemy 
css the Guadiana in foe at or about Jurumenha, and 
var should ching à aeesarn wo retire, I request you to fall 
back seadaacy upon Axes Gaeyga. communicating with 
Marshal Roresond at Uumuns IL also recmmend that you 
nat comeuntrate wit General Lente a: Eines and adopt 
CRE ERATE LA VE power co anertain what is going on 
WPAN the CHENE ON 

* T Rave the boos io be. Ke. 


Abapoe \ieresere, * WsLLINGTON. 
Ve Cats Wee ag, 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 
* My pear GENERAL, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 25th, which I answer by 
post, as I understand that the packet will not be in a state to 
sail for a day or two. 

‘ Although we were deceived in the line of march stated to 
be followed by Mortier’s corps, when I last saw you, I do not 
conceive that it is still clear that those troops will not enter 
Portugal at an early period. They have taken Olivenca ; atid 
their next step will show what their design is. I cannot believe 
that, having 20,000 men upon the Guadiana, and from 7000 
to 10,000 men upon the Coa and the sources of the Mondego, 
which the French can draw in, they mean to leave Massena 
where he is till death shall have swept away his whole army ; 
and therefore my opinion is that they will attack us. 

‘ However, you are as capable of forming an opinion upon 
this subject as I am ; and as I have frequently told you, when 
an officer in your situation tells me that he has business to 
settle in England of paramount importance to him, I cannot 
object to his going there, if he thinks proper; and you will 
therefore go, if you wish it, by the packet, and take Captain 
Cotton with you. 

“I will just observe to you, however, that seven Generals 
have gone, or are going, home from this army, and that there 
is not now one remaining in it, who came out with the army, 
excepting General Alexander Campbell, who has been in 
England. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Murshul 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* My pear Beeesrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 
‘I received last night your letters of yesterday, marked 
private, and Nos. | and 2. Perhaps I ought not to allow 
myself to feel the difficulties of our situation ; but owing to 
the inertness of these miserable Governments, and the recent 
counteraction of that of Portugal, and the terribly deficient 
state of the Spanish military system, and the determination of 
* 
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our Government to give neither Spaniards nor Portuguese any 
extraordinary assistance, they are accumulating and increasing 
upon us so fast, that I cannot avoid feeling them ; and seeing 
that unless I can in some manner or other produce an altera- 
tion of system, the cause must be lost in our hands, notwith- 
standing our advantageous military situation. 

‘ Although the habit in which I am of opening my mind to 
you, upon all occasions and subjects, in the freest and fullest 
manner, may induce me to express my apprehensions in strong 
terms, you may depend upon it, not only that I am sensible of 
the real and cordial assistance which I have invariably received 
from you, but of the necessity that I should be informed in 
time of all the difficulties which occur, in order that wc may 
apply a remedy to them. However, there is enough upon 
this subject for the present. 

‘I intend, if circumstances on this side permit, to go over to 
Almcirim to-morrow. I shall leave this after dark, and shalt 
be there probably by twelve o’clock, and should be glad to 
meet you there at daylight. Send me word if you should not 
come, and [ will send to you if I should not. 

‘Mr. Stuart tells me that they have accounts at Lisbon, by 
telegraph from Elvas, that the French took Olivença on the 
24th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Most Noble 
the Marquis Wellesley, K.G., $c. §e. 
‘My pear WELLESLEY, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

‘ Some time has elapsed since I have written to you; and 
as I know that you have full information of all that occurs 
here from my public and private letters to Lord Liverpool, 
I should not now trouble you with a letter, if the subject to 
which this letter relates did not appear to me to belong to your 
department, although its importance deserves the serious con- 
sideration of the whole Government. 

‘ You will have had before you, from Mr. Stuart, accounts 
of the discussions which I have had with the Portuguese, ever 
since the change effected here by the exertion of 
in the Brazilss You will have seen the state of those 
discussions, detailed in my letter to the Prince Regent. of 
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which I send the draft to Lord Liverpool. By the accounts 
that Mr. Stuart will send by the packet which takes this letter, 
you will see the state in which these discussions are at present, 
and the degree of counteraction, and in some instances of op- 
position, which we meet with in every proposition that we 
make for improving the resources of the country, in order to 
enable it to carry on the war. 

‘ Although the letter which I have written to the Prince 
Regent, and the line which I have taken in these discussions, 
have been in the character of the Commander in Chief of the 
Portuguese army, it would have been desirable to me to know 
whether the King’s Government approved of my entering into 
them at all, of the line I had taken, or of the conduct of the 
campaign which is the subject of them, and which is founded 
upon my understanding of the instructions from the King’s 
Government. But the principal object to which I wish to 
draw your attention is the state of the pecuniary resources of 
the Government of Portugal, as they appear upon the face of 
what has lately passed in writing upon this subject. But this 
will not give you an accurate idea of the distress which all the 
departments of the army are in. 

‘In a letter received last night from Beresford, he tells me 
that ‘ their difficulties are increasing so fast, that matters are, 
in his opinion, coming to a crisis; and he is in the greatest 
alarm about them. He is afraid to look at the state of things, 
as far as any Portuguese authority is concerned.” 

‘ Although there are, I understand, provisions in Lisbon in 
sufficient quantities to last the inhabitants and army for a year, 
about 12,000 or 14,000 Portuguese troops, which I have on the 
right of the Tagus, are literally starving. Even those in the 
cantonments on the Tagus cannot get bread, because the 
Government have not money to pay for the means of transport. 
The soldiers in the hospitals die, because the Government have 
not money to pay for the hospital necessaries for them ; and it 
is really disgusting to reflect upon the details of the distresses 
occasioned by the lamentable want of funds to support the 
machine which we have put in motion. 

‘The Portuguese Government are deliberating upon the 
means of improving their resources, and I am convinced that 
a great deal will be done; and a great deal more might be 
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done if we could bring back the Governors to the state of 
temper in which they were before the recent changes. 

‘ It is impossible to say how far the improvement of the re- 
sources of this country might go; but my own opinion has 
always been, that if Great Britain should have taken this 
country up with a determination to carry her through the war, 
and to make the territory of Portugal the basis of all the military 
operations of the Peninsula, according to this plan, we ought to 
have controlled actively all the departments of the state; to 
have carried their resources to the highest pitch ; to have seen 
them honestly applied exclusively to the objects of the war; 
and to have made up the deficiency, whatever it might be. 

* I think it probable that by this time our expense would 
not be equal to what we now pay in a subsidy, the amount of 
which has been calculated on erroneous principles, and occs- 
sions constant discussions and i] temper on the part of the 
Government. 1 am not certain that we might not yet bring 
matters to this state: but our influence in this country is not 
what it was in 1808, when I recommended this system to the 
Ministers of the dav. It will be absolutely necessary, if we 
de not adopt this svstem, that we should adopt the other, 
and increase the subsidy to the real amount of the expense of 
30,000 men, which we have engaged to maintain; and that 
the Prince Regent should mark his displeasure at the conduct 
of Principal Souza. Even these measures will, I fear, not do 
all that ought to be done in this country. 

‘ Another object to which I wish to draw your attention, is 
the state of the Spamsh Government and army. I do not 
know what the agents of Government, in different parts of 
Spain, may represent to them; but I assure you that the 
Cortes have vet done nothing, either to raise, discipline, pay, 
or support an army. The distresses of the Spaniards are worse 
even than those of the Portuguese. The army of the poor 
Marquis de la Romana has not a shilling, excepting what I 
gave them ; nor a maguzine, nor an article of any description 
that is to keep them together, or to enable them tc act asa 
military body. ‘The operations of these troops are approaching 
to the Portuguese frontier, and 1 foresee what is going to 
happen, viz., a war between them and the inhabitants of Por- 
tugal for the provisions, clothes, doors and windows, and 
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beams of the houses of the latter. This will be a new era in 
this extraordinary war. ‘Then the corps of Mahy, in Galicia, 
either from similar deficiencies, or disinclination on the part of 
Mahy, does nothing. 

‘ All this forms a subject for serious consideration. Either 
Great Britain is interested in maintaining the war upon the 
Peninsula, or is not. If she is, there can be no doubt of the 
expediency of making an effort to put in motion against the 
enemy the largest force which the Peninsula can produce. 
The Spaniards would not, I believe, allow of that active inter- 
ference by us in their affairs, which might effect an ameliora- 
tion of their circumstances; but that cannot be a reason for 
doing nothing. Subsidy given, without stipulating for the 
performance of specific services, would, in my opinion, answer 
no purpose ; but I am convinced that, in the next campaign, 
I may derive great assistance from General Mahy, as I should 
in this, if I could have put his troops in movement; and I am 
also convinced that I may derive great assistance from the 
corps of the Marquis de la Romana, and shall prevent its being 
mischievous in the way which I have above pointed out, if I 
am allowed to assist it with provisions, and with money occa- 
sionally. But then I must have the power to tell the Spanish 
Government, that unless these troops co-operate strictly with 
me, the assistance shall be withdrawn from them. 

‘ The amount of the expense of this assistance may be set- 
tled monthly, and may be in the form of a loan, to be repaid 
by drafts on the Government of Mexico, or in any other man- 
ner that Government may think proper. 

‘ Upon all this, a question may be asked, viz., What good 
will it produce? I shall answer for nothing but to maintain 
the war in the Peninsula. 

‘ I have seen too much of the troops of the Peninsula, even 
the Portuguese when not united with our own, to form any 
calculation of the effect of any operation of theirs. Even when 
the troops are encouraged and inclined to behave well, the 
impatience, inexperience, and unconquerable vanity of the 
officers lead them into errors, as appear strongly in 8 
recent operations, who, if he had obeyed his instructions, and 
remained quiet, would have kept Claparède in check ; but he 


chose to attack him, even with an inferior force, and was de- 
* 
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feated ; and Claparéde was enabled to overrun Upper Beira, 
even to Lamego. 

‘It may also be asked why we should spend our money, 
and why these troops should not go on as the French troops 
do, without pay, provisions, magazines, or any thing? ‘The 
answer to this question is as long as what I have already 
written. The French army is certainly a wonderful machine; 
but if we are to form such a one, we must form such a Govern- 
ment as exists in France, which can with impunity lose one 
half of the troops employed in the field every year, only by 
the privations and hardships imposed upon them. Next, we 
must compose our army of soldiers drawn from all classes of 
the population of the. country ; from the good and middling, 
as well in rank as in education, as from the bad, and not as all 
other nations, and we in particular, do, from the bad only. 

‘Thirdly, we must establish such a system of discipline as 
the French have; a system founded upon the strength of the 
tyranny of the Government, which operates upon an army 
composed of soldiers, the majority of whom are sober, well 
disposed, amenable to order, and in some degree educated. 

‘When we shall have done all this, and shall have made 
these armies of the strength of those employed by the French, 
we may require of them to live as the French do, viz., by 
authorized and regulated plunder of the country and its inha- 
bitants, if any should remain; and we may expose them to 
the labor, hardships, and privations which the French soldier 
suffers every day; and we must expect the same proportion of 
loss every campaign, viz., one half of those who take the field. 

‘ This plan is not proposed for the British army, nor has it 
yet been practised in any great degree by the Portuguese ; 
but I shall state the effect which, in my opinion, the attempt 
has had upon the Spaniards. 

‘ There is neither subordination nor discipline in the army, 
among cither officers or soldiers; and it is not even attempted 
(as indeed it would be in vain to attempt) to establish either. 
It has, in my opinion, been the cause of the dastardly conduct 
which we have so frequently witnessed in the Spanish troops, 
and they have become odious to their country ; and the peace- 
able inhabitants, much as they detest and suffer from the 
French, almost wish for the establishment of Joseph's governe 
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ment, to be protected from the outrages of their own troopsi}, 
These armies, therefore, must be paid and supported, if an 
service is expected from them ; and at present, at least, I se 
no chance of their being paid, except by British assistance. 

€ There is but little that is new in this letter ; but the sub- 
ject to which it relates requires the early consideration, deci- 
sion, and interference of the British Government, or the cause 
must suffer. | 







Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Most Noble ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Marquis of Wellesley, K.G., $c. &c.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

Secretary of State. 

« My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

‘ Referring to my dispatch to your Lordship of the 27th 

October (marked K), regarding the promises of assistance 

which I am supposed to have made to the Governor of Ciudad 

Rodrigo, I enclose the copy of a letter from a late member of 

the Junta of Ciudad Rodrigo, written to Brigadier General 

Don Miguel Alava, and which the latter has put into my 

hands, explaining the sense which the Governor and Junta 

entertained of what passed between them and me. | 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


* My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

‘The enemy has continued the blockade of Olivenca, and 
obtained possession of that place, either on the 22nd or 23rd 
instant. Notwithstanding the positive assertions that a large 
body had crossed the bridge of Merida on the 9th, and had 
proceeded, as reported in my dispatch of the 19th, it does not 
appear that the French have yet had any large body on the 
right of the Guadiana. They have a train, six 24 pounders, 
and other ordnance of large calibre, and a large quantity of 
stores and carriages on the left of the Guadiana ; but it is not 
yet considered decided that they propose to attack Badajoz. 

‘ I am concerned to have to report to your Lordship that 
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the Marquis de la Romana died in this town on the %8rd 
instant, after a short illness. His talents, his virtues, and his 
patriotism were well known to his Majesty’s Government. In 
him the Spanish army have lost their brightest ornament, his © 
country their most upright petriot, and the world the most 
strenuous and zealous defender of the cause in which we are 
engaged ; and I shall always acknowledge with gratitude the 
assistance which I received from him, as well by his operations 
as by his counsel, since he had been joined with this army. 

‘ Upon receiving accounts of the movements of the French 
troops in Estremadura, of the difficulties experienced in the 
relief of Olivenca, and of the possibility that Badajoz might 
be attacked, he ordered the Spanish troops which had been 
joined to us to march towards the frontier, and they com- 
menced their march on the 20th instant. General Mendizabel 
has since ordered them to halt on the road. 

‘ Since I addressed your Lordship on the 19th instant, I 
have received the detailed accounts of General Silveira’s affairs 
with the enemy in Upper Beira. In the affair at the Ponte 
do Abade, on the 30th December, which was the most serious, 
and in which the greatest loss was sustained, the General at- 
tacked the French, and was repulsed. In the last affair, of 
the 11th instant, the French attacked General Silveira at Villa 
da Ponte, and he was obliged to retire upon Lamego. He was 
followed by the French division, and was obliged to evacuate 
Lamege, and to retire across the Douro on the 18th. General 
Bacellar then took up a position on the Pavia, on the enemy’s 
left flank, while Colonel Wilson was upon their rear at Castro 
d’Ayro; and General Silveira prevented them from crossing 
the Douro. These positions appear to have induced General 
Claparède to retire again, as I have heard, from another channel, 
of his arrival at Trancoso. 

‘ The enemy have made no material alteration in their posi- 
tion in front of this army since I last addressed your Lordship. 
They appear still to entertain a great jealdtisy of all our move- 
ments on the left of the Tagus; and they have recently re- 
moved some of the boats which were in the Zezere. They 
detached a body of about 2000 men from the rear of their 
army into Lower Beira on the 22nd instant, apparently to 
escort a courier towards the frontier. 


‘ They drove our piquets through the town of Rio Mayor 
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on the 19th instant with a strong body of cavalry and infantry, 
but retired again immediately. It is reported that General 
Junot was wounded upon this occasion. 

* Our light detachments, under the Hon. Captain Cocks, of 
the 16th, and others, still continue their operations with suc- 
cess and send in many prisoners. 

‘ * My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 15th instant. 

“TI have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crauferd, 

6 My pear GENERAL, ‘ Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 


‘ I have received your letter of the 27th, and I see no reason 
why I should depart from the rule which I have laid down 
for myself in these cases. Officers (General Officers in parti- 
cular) are the best judges of their own private concerns ; and 
although my own opinion is that there is no private concern 
that cannot be settled by instruction and power of attorney, 
and that after all is not settled in this manner, I cannot refuse 
leave of absence to those who come to say that their business 
§s of a nature that requires their personal superintendence. 
But entertaining these opinions, it is rather too much that I 
should not only give leave of absence, but approve of the 
absence of any, particularly a General Officer, from the army. 

‘It is certainly the greatest inconvenience to the service 
that officers should absent themselves as they do, each of them 
requiring, at the same time, that when it shall be convenient 
to return, he shall find himself in the same situation as when 
he left the army. In the mean time, who is to do the duty ? 
How am I to be responsible for the army? Is Colonel 
a proper substitute for General Craufurd in the command of 
our advanced posts? or General for Sir Stapleton Cotton 
in command of the cavalry ? 

‘I may be obliged to consent to the absence of an officer, 
but I cannot approve of it. I repeat that you know the situ- 
ation of affairs as well as I do, and you have my leave to go 
to England if you think proper, as also Captain Cotton. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 
© My DEAR BERESFORD, 12 at noon. 

‘I return Dom M. de Forjaz’s letter. I likewise enclose a 
letter from Roche, and I shall be much obliged to you if you 
will give directions that he may receive his pay, and bat and 
forage, from Mr. Bell. 

‘I do not exactly recollect the situation in which the boats 
are described to be in the enclosed paper, nor do I know the 
degree of reliance which can be placed upon the information. 
If the story is positively true, I should think that we have sn 
opportunity of striking a blow which would relieve us from all 
anxiety respecting the Alentejo, and would give us a disposable 
force, and the upper hand. 

‘I do not think, however, that we can rely implicitly upoa 
the information which we have received; and, at all events, 
some boats are still to be seen on the Zezere, by means of 
which enterprises may be attempted, which must be guarded 
against. But though we may not have information to enable 
you to use the whole, or the greater part, of your force in an 
enterprise upon the boats at Montalvad, I think that yon 
might assist without much risk, and, according to what I ua- 
derstand of the enemy’s force on the left of the Zezere, with 
a prospect of success. I think that you might detach to 
Abrantes, in order to make an attempt on the boats at Mon- 
talvad, one brigade of British infantry, the Cagadores, one 
brigade of Portuguese cavalry, and two squadrons of the 18th, 
and a brigade of 6 pounders. This force would not be missed 
from your cantonments if you spread the rest a little; and it 
would effect the object, which is to burn the boats, unless the 
enemy have more troops on the left of the Zezere. 

‘I wish you would turn the subject over in your mind; and 
if you think that the enterprise has any prospect of success, 
you might attempt it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


* My pear BeresForp, ‘Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 10 p.m’ 

‘ I have just received your letters Nos. 1 and 2, and lastly 3, 
of this day’s date, and I enclose Sir William Erskine’s report 
of this day’s date. The substance of it (for you will not be able 
to read it) is that he has heard that the enemy have weakened 
themselves along their front in that quarter, although their 
outposts are as usual, excepting that at Pero Filho, (which I 
will look at in the morning,) also that three prisoners of the 
Train state that they moved yesterday one half of the reserve 
artillery from Santarem to Punhete. 

* I send you this intelligence without loss of time, as I see 
that Colonel Colborne suspects some movements. But I am 
inclined to think that the movements reported to Sir William 
are principally to look for provisions. You will have seen by 
Major Kitcher’s reports that they have resumed their position 
at Alcobaca. The gentleman who writes from Portalegre 
appears to be in a terrible alarm, equally with the students 
from Valencia de Alcantara, and the Spanish cavalry. 

‘I think the French are going to make the siege of Badajoz, 
from present appearances. 

* Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


« Sin, ‘ Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you, if you will give direc- 
tions that the Sovereign store ship may proceed to Cadiz, with 
directions to the Master to report his arrival there to his 
Majesty’s Minister with the Regency of Spain. This vessel 
is laden with 6000 stand of arms, and accoutrements, and it is 
desirable that it should proceed with convoy. I enclose a 
letter for the Master, to be delivered to Mr. Wellesley. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


“ Vice Admtral ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
VOL. VII. o 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My pear Sik, ‘ Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 23rd, and I have perused 
Mr. Salter's paper on the revenue. I think the Portuguese 
Government are still looking to assistance from England, and 
I have written to the King’s Government strongly upon the 
subject in their favor. | 

‘ But I should deceive myself if I believed we should get 
anything, and them ‘if I were to tell them we should. They 
must, therefore, look to their own resources. I shall not enter 
upon the political crisis now existing in England, but I believe 
you will agree with me that if the change, which is probable, 
should be made, their chance is less than it was. 

‘ It is quite nonsense their quarrelling with me, whether the 
system of operations I have followed was the best or not. I be- 
lieve I am not only the best, but the only friend they have ever 
had, who has had the power of supporting them for a moment 
in England ; and I now tell them that the only chance they 
have, is to endeavor to bring their revenue equal to their 
expenses. oS 

‘It is ridiculous to talk of the efforts they have made. 
They have, hitherto, produced neither men in proportion to 
their population, nor money in proportion to their commerce 
and riches, nor by any means in. proportion to their gains by 
the war. They talk of the war in their country ; was Portugal 
ever involved seriously in any war, without having it in the 
heart of the country? I think I can save them from ther 
-enemy, if they will make an exertion to maintain their army ; 
but they are now come to that situation between the enemy, 
the people, and us, that they must decide either to raise an 
adequate revenue from the people, in earnest, or to give them- 
selves over to the enemy. . 

‘ Now, upon this point, I can only tell them one thing: and 
that is, that although they may find causes for not levying a 
revenue upon the people to continue the contest against the 
enemy, the enemy will allow of none for not raising every 
shilling that can be drawn from the people, when they may 
come into possession. They should have thought of the 
miseries endured by the people, which they describe so feel- 
ingly. before they commenced the war; though, by the bye, I 
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would observe upon these miseries, that the enemy occupy only 
a part of one province, and that they had only passed through 
another ; this is bad enough, God knows! but is better than 
that the whole should be in their possession, as it was, and as 
it will be, if a real effort is not made. 

‘I shall be obliged to you if you will mention these senti- 
ments to Dom M. de Forjaz and Salter, and others in the 
Regency, who are well inclined, but are not aware of their 
real situation, or exactly equal to surmount its difficulties. 

‘ Believe me, &c. | 
*C. Stuart, Esq. . . © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 
6 My pear Torrens, ‘Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 
€ I have received your letter of the 3rd instant, and I think 
you are mistaken respecting General Walker. He, as was 
always the practice with the General Officers employed on 
missions in Spain, was attached to the British army in the 
Peninsula ; and on this ground the officers whom I recom- 
mended claim their rank. However, the favor of the Com- 
mander in Chief is as good as their claim at any time. 

‘ In respect to recruiting the army, my own opinion is that 
the Government have never taken an enlarged view of the 
subject. It is expected that people will become soldiers in the 
line, and leave their families to ‘starve, when, if they become 
soldiers in the militia, their families are provided for. This is 
an inconsistency that must strike the mind of even the least 
reflecting of mankind. What is the consequence? That 
none but the worst description of men enter the regular service. 

¢ The omission to provide for the families of soldiers operates 
particularly upon the recruiting in Ireland. It is the custom 
in Ireland for the lower orders to marry when very young, 
and it will be found that in the Irish militia nearly every 
soldier is married. But when they volunteer from the militia 
to the line, they lose the provision for their families; the 
women, therefore, always object to the volunteering, and none 
but the worst members of society ever offer their services. 
This is one of the causes of the increase of desertion in the 
army on foreign service, and of the frequency and enormity of 
the crimes committed by the soldiers. 

o 2 
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now enclose the copy of my dispatch of the 26th to Govern- 


ment. 

‘ The French are certainly m possession of Ohvenca, but we 
do not know yet on what terms, nor whether the garrison are 
prisoners of war or not. 

‘ I have not heard from Carrera nor O'Donnell since Men- 
dizabel had ordered them to halt. 
‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.” © WELLINeETON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘My pear Heney, * Cartaxo, 26th January, 1811. 

‘The Marquis de la Romana was opened, and I enclose the 
copy of the report of the medical people on the cause of his 
death, from which it appears that it would have been impos- 
sible to have saved him. 

‘ The first spasm he felt is supposed to have been the effert 
of the blood to circulate, when the artery was first stopped ; 
the second effort burst the artery. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My pear Lorp, * Cartaxo, 28th January, 1811. 

‘As the packet does not sail till Wednesday morning, I 
write just to let you know that I have not yet heard of the 
movement of the enemy after he had obtained possession of 
Olivenca. 

* It is reported that Junot is dead, but I am not certain that 
it is true. ‘The Chasseurs Britanniques are arrived, and ina 
letter of the 19th, General Graham informs me they intended 
to attempt to raise the siege of Cadiz on this day. If this 
enterprise should succeed, or if the siege of Cadiz should be 
raised by other causes, and the greater part of the British 
force at that place should be brought round here, 1 beg to 
have your Lordship’s directions as soon as possible what I am 
to do with General Graham. He expresses an anxious desire 
to come here. 
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‘I assure your Lordship, in answer to your official letter of 
the 3lst December last, that my approbation of the plan of 
raising a legion in Estremadura by Colonel Downie went no 
farther than what the plan itself specified, and by no means 
to the employment of British officers under Colonel Downie. 
I know that British officers require the support of authority 
to enable them to be of any service with Spanish or Portuguese 
troops; and the control of authority, and that of no ordinary 
kind, to keep themselves in order, and in a state of subordina- 
tion. I know that Colonel Downie, and I fear that neither 
Whittingham nor Roche can ever have the authority requisite 
for either the one purpose or the other. 

‘ I observe that has made use of my name in a way 
in which he was not authorized to use it, and he has misled 
Government on this, as well as other points. It is not true 
that there were either officers or men for the legion, waiting for 
arms and accoutrements. He has no men now, at least very 
few (not quite 300, who have been recruited since he arrived 
last in the Peninsula), and he had none when he made this 
report to Government. 





‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 29th January, 1811. 
6 My pear Beresrorp, 4 past 11 at Noon. 

‘ Since I wrote last night, the prisoners of the Train, men- 
tioned by Sir William Erskine, have been examined by the 
Adjutant General ; and it appears that the artillery which 
they mention moved from Santarem on Sunday morning at 
nine o'clock. 

‘ Government are really in earnest in sending officers to 
serve with the Spaniards under Colonel Downie, and they 
appear inclined to say that this measure is adopted in conse- 
quence of my approbation of it, notwithstanding my protest, 
which I showed you. 

‘I think it also certain that the people of Badajoz will be 
disinclined to defend the place, particularly when they shall 
hear of the death of the Marquis. Do you think the garrisons 
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of Elvas, &c.. are in that case sufficient? In my opinion they 
are; but if vou should think thev are not. order on the militia 
of Legos to Elvas; though I should be sorry to part with 
that corps, as we sha! require it in the lines on the left of the 
Tagus. I reckon that they have 7000 men, “exclusive of the 
5th regiment, and the Lagos miitia. : of which 1000 in Mourad, 
600 im Jurumenha. wil leave 5400 for Eivas and La Lippe, 
of which 400 might be in La Lippe However, the returns 
which I have, and enclose. mav include sick. of which there 
are alwavs a good number in a Portuguese garrison. 

‘ I enclose the statement of the expense of the arsenal for 
two years. but it has not been incurred exclusively on our 
account. 

© Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


‘ The day is so dark, that I do not propose to go to Cal- 
harice, at least till late in the afternoon. 


Lieut. General Viscount Weliington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 28th instant, enclosing 
one of the 4th. from the Lords Commissioners of the Admi- 
ralty, containing their Lordships’ ‘‘ positive directions that you 
do not send another French prisoner to England on any 
consideration ;” and of course I can make no request to have 
them sent home. 

‘ When they shall accumulate to such numbers as that it 
will become inconvenient to guard them, we must only send 
them back again to the enemy. This event is not unlikely to 
occur, as not a day passes that some are not taken by the 
light detachments of the army. 

‘ I am obliged to you for your intention of sending a large 
number of ships for cattle. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Vice Admiral 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


x 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral ‘ 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
€ My Dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th January, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 28th. The Secretary 
of State has sent me also the orders respecting the French 
prisoners, upon which I have remonstrated, but have received 
no answer. In the mean time, I do not see any necessity for 
sending home immediately the 600 prisoners. The 80 officers 
might go whenever you please. _ 

‘IT believe that only one sail of the line returned to port, of 
those which sailed from ‘Toulon; at least it does not appear 
that they know at Cadiz that more had returned. [ have 
settled Major Westropp’s bat and forage concerns for him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral * WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. | 

Upon examining the Admiralty letter enclosed in yours of 
the 28th, I find it is different, and much more positive than 
that which I had received.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 


* My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 29th January, 1811. 
‘I think it very immaterial at what time the dispatch of 
Saturday goes to England; but there is in the bag a private 
letter from me to Lord Wellesley, detailing the state and dis- 
tresses of the Portuguese and Spanish Governments, which it 
is desirable should go home soon. If, therefore, the Admiral 
can, without inconvenience, give a vessel to carry the mails, I 
think it desirable they should go. 
‘I have called for Mr. Dalrymple’s answer to the complaint 
inst him. 
“= ‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


6 My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th January, 1811. 10 a... 
‘ I was about to send you last night the enclosed from Sir 
William Erskine, and the accompanying plans, when I received 
your letter of 10 a.m. of yesterday. 
‘I agree entirely in opinion with you upon the enterprise 
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which I had suggested. We are not sure that the boats have 
left the Zezere, and even if they have, the place where they are 
described to be is too near Punhete and the head quarters of 
Lotson’s division, to attempt an enterprise upon them with a 
small force. This plan must be given up for the present, 
therefore, and in the mean time this rain will settle the 
concern. 

6 I do not know what to make of these movements described 
by Sir William Erskine, unless they are movements for the 
purpose of looking for provisions, or to put a stop to sickness. 
Gordon had a long interview yesterday with Regnier’s aide de 
camp, who told him, among other things, that they had been 
very unhealthy, and that they made the troops move aboat 
and work, as a remedy; and, I suppose, to distract their 
attention from reflecting on their situation. 

‘I have a letter from Salamanca of the 13th. Foy arrived 
there on the 11th from Paris. At Salamanca, they say that 
the Moniteur of the 20th contains decrees annexing the Spanish 
provinces north of the Ebro to France. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal SirW. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Mendizabel. 
‘ Sie, * Cartaxa, 30th January, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 26th 
and 27th, and I assure you that I am not surprised that you 
feel the sorrow and regret which you so feelingly describe 
upon the loss which we have sustained. 

‘ That to which we must now direct our attention, is to save 
Badajoz; and it appears to me quite impossible that that place 
should fall, if the communication with the right of the Gua- 
diana is kept open. The memorandum which was lately trans- 
mitted to you by the late Marquis de la Romana had for its 
object the adoption of measures to keep open the communi- 

cation with the right bank of the Guadiana; and if those 
measures, or others of the same description, are adopted, it 
will be impossible for the enemy, with the force he now has, or 
even one larger, to prevent that communication. 

‘When you sent orders on the 24th instant to General 
O'Donnell to halt wherever those orders might fiud him, it 
appeared to me probable that you were not certain that the 
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enemy intended to attack Badajoz; and that you expected 
that he might cross the Guadiana below Jurumenha, and, by 
a rapid march upon Estremoz, cut off the communication 
between the right of this army and the troops under the com- 
mand of General O'Donnell, if that General had continued his 
march towards Badajoz, according to the orders which he had 
received from the Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ But it being now obvious, that the enemy intend to attempt ' 
the siege of Badajoz, it is clear that the plan which had been 
recommended, and adopted, and ordered by the late Marquis, 
ought to be carried into execution without delay *. 

* Accordingly, I recommend to you to order the immediate 
advance of all the troops which were lately in this quarter, 
and which are now halted at Estremoz, Monte Mor 6 Novo, 
and Vendas Novas. They might be cantoned in the first 
instance at Villa Boim, St. Olaya, and Campo Mayor, keep- 
ing the cavalry in their front, and from these cantonments 
they would be in a situation to join, and fall upon the enemy, 
who must be weak on the right of the Guadiana; and 
eventually to take up the position ordered by the late Marquis 
de la Romana. 

© Your Excellency will see the necessity that the troops in 
these cantonments should be very vigilant, particularly those 
in Campo Mayor. Their communication should be certain, 
in order that, in case a part should be attacked, the rest 
might go to their assistance without difficulty. It will also be 
necessary to have a constant communication with Jurumenha, 
and to know what passes on the left of the Guadiana. 

‘In answer to your Excellency’ s letter of the 27th, I have 
to express my concern that it is not in my power to detach 
any cavalry from this army. We have not more cavalry than 
are necessary for the duties of the army, and we have detached 
to the troops under your command the only cavalry which 
can be spared. 

‘I have less reluctance in declining to send more cavalry, 
as I observe that there is a large body of cavalry at present 
with the Spanish army, which, if managed with prudence and 
discretion, must be sufficient for all the objects in view. 

‘ I propose to send a copy of this letter to General Carrera 
as my suggestions for his conduct, in case he should not be 


* See this plan or memorandum, p. 156. 
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able to receive your Excellency’s directions upon the subject 
to which they relate. It is unfortunate that the Ponte 
- d’Evora was not destroyed. The enemy would experience 
difficulty in repairing it, from the want of materials on the 


spot. 
6 I have the honor to be, &c. 


* General Mendizabel. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Don Martin 
de la Currera. 

«Sire, ‘ Cartaxo, 30th January, 1811. 


‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
instant, and I am much gratified by the polite expressions 
which it contains. . 

‘I now enclose the copy of a letter which I have written 
this day to General Mendizabel, from whom you will receive 
orders, if the communication should be still open with Badajoz. 
If it should not, I recommend to you to carry into execution 
the measures suggested in the enclosed letter; and when you 
shall arrive in the neighbourhood of Elvas, you will have an 
opportunity of ascertaining the position and numbers of the 
enemy on the right of the Guadiana, and their means of rein- 
forcing it; and you can attack the enemy, and re-establish the 
communication with the place, if you should be of opinion that 
you are likely to be successful. 

‘The British Commissary has orders to attend your troops 
__as long as they shall be within the Portuguese frontier. I 
think it proper to mention to you, that if the enemy have 
taken a position on the Caya, between Badajoz and Elvas, you 
will attack that position with advantage, by advancing by the 
high road from Elvas towards Badajoz. The Caya must in 
that case be passed higher up, between Elvas and Campo 
Mayor. 

‘I earnestly recommend to you the greatest attention to 
preserve good order among your troops. ‘There is no reason 
why they should plunder the country under existing circum- 
stances, and the warfare between them and the Portuguese 
peasantry, which will be the consequence of such conduct, will 
be the greatest misfortune that can happen to us. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ General Don Martin de la Carrera.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


* My pear BErReEsrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 31st January, 1811. 

* I enclose a letter from General Blunt. I do not believe 
the intelligence which he mentions regarding the march of so 
large a body. There has been some movement certainly, but 
it has, according to all accounts, been the other way, that is 
from the enemy's right, instead of towards his right. 

‘You see how affairs stand on the frontier. Ballesteros 
defeated, the communication with Badajoz cut off, and what 
I apprehend is, the junction of Gazan’s corps with the troops 
before Cadiz, and the consequent repulse of the sortie. How- 
ever, the sortie will have one good effect ; it will make the 
French consider their situation a little before they involve 
themselves too much at the same time. 

‘ I write to Ballesteros to apprize him of the probability that 
the troops in Cadiz will make a sortie, and that Gazan will 
have marched to the support of the besiegers, and to urge him 
to try his hand on Seville in that case. Then, to add to our 
bad news on this side, Tortosa surrendered almost before it 
was attacked! and Alava informs me that the whole of Peru 
is in a state of revolution. 

‘I have a letter from my brother of the 25th, in which he 
tells me that they were thinking at Cadiz of appointing me to 
be the Generalissimo of their troops. If they had made some 
arrangement with our Government a year and a half ago, all 
would now have been well. I fear that it is now too late. 

‘ I wrote to Carrera yesterday, to tell him that I thought he 
ought to move forward to the frontier with the Spanish troops 
under his command, to endeavor ,to open the communication 
with Badajoz. If he does no other good by this movement, 
he will at least oblige Soult to weaken himself on the left of 
the Guadiana, and no progress can be made in the siege. The 
communication between Badajoz and Elvas is now cut off by 
cavalry only. Since I wrote to Carrera, I find that General 
Virues, who is at Estremoz, commands, and I write to him 
this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B- ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellingon, K.B., to Generul, Virues. 
« Si, ‘ Cartaxo, 31st January, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
January, and I beg to refer you to the letters which I wrote 
on the 25th instant to General O’Donnell, and yesterday to 
General Mendizabel and General Carrera, for my opinion on 
the measures to be adopted in the existing situation of àffairs. 
As it appears by the accounts which I have received this 
morning, that the enemy have actually cut off the communi- 
cation between Badajoz and Elvas, I recommend that you 
should now carry into execution the measures, and make the 
marches suggested in those letters. 

‘I recommend to you, however, not to throw away any of 
your troops destined for operations in the field, into Campo 
Mayor; but to occupy as your cantonments in the first 
instance, Villa Boim, Barbacena, and S“ Olaya, and take care 
to secure the bridge over the Caya between Elvas and Campo 
Mayor. 

‘ Be assured, that the only mode by which the communica- 
tion with Badajoz can be opened, is by a direct movement 
upon the enemy’s troops which are on the right of the Gua- 
diana. This movement is perfectly safe if your numbers 
should be sufficient, as your rear and left flank will be covered 
by Elvas and Campo Mayor. The enemy will see with in- 
difference all movements upon La Roca, which will have no 
effect whatever upon his situation, and these movements may 
expose your own troops. 

‘I am concerned that it is not in my power to detach troops 
to your assistance. You will observe, that except the cavalry, 
all those which you have under your command have been 
detached from this army, while the enemy in my front have 
received a reinforcement. If I were to weaken the co 
under Marshal Beresford, the eftemy would have it in his 
power to cross the Tagus. ‘The communication between you 
and me would then be cut off, and would not easily be re-esta- 
blished; and your corps, and the troops which I should 
detach to you, would be exposed to loss. 

‘I am concerned to learn from you, that the places of 
Badajoz and Campo Mayor are ill supplied with provisions. 
I had hoped that, Estremadura having been free from the 
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enemy since July last, measures had been adopted to remove 
the possibility of want: but if we should be‘able to open the 
communieation with these places, I should be glad to know 
© whether any, and what measures have been adopted to pro- 
cure and throw a supply of provisions into them. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ General Virues: ; ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Ballesteros. 


‘Sir, . * Cartaxo, 3lst January, 1811. 

‘ You will have heard of the misfortune which has recently 
occurred in this town, by the unexpected death of the Marquis 
de la Romana. 1 will not renew the distress you must have 
felt upon receiving this intelligence, by enlarging upon the 
subject. His loss must be ever considered a misfortune of the 
greatest magnitude to the army under his command, to his 
country, and to all the friends of the cause in which we are 
engaged. 

* You will likewise have heard of the surrender of Olivenca 
and of the subsequent investment of Badajoz, of which place 
General Mendizabel has taken the command ;. and General 
O’Donnell having been removed to the army in, Catalonia, 
the command of the troops which were lately joined with this 
army, and of the other Spanish troops not in the garrisons of 
Badajoz and Campo Mayor, has devolved upon General | 
Virues. These troops are at present cantoned at Estremoz, 
Monte Mor 6 Novo, and Vendas Novas, in Portugal; and I 
have recommended to General Virues.to move forward to the 
neighbourhood of Elvas, and to endeavor to open the com- 
munication with Badajoz by the right of the Guadiana. This 
measure, if it will have no other good effect, will oblige 
Marshal Soult to station more troops on the right of the Gua- 
diana, and will weaken his means of carrying on the siege. 

‘I have heard from Colonel Austin of your action with the 
enemy on the 25th instant, and of your subsequent move- 
ment across the Guadiana. I have now to inform you, that 
it was intended to attack the troops engaged in the blockade of 
Cadiz, from Cadiz and the Isla on the 28th instant. I request 
you to keep this intelligence secret. If this intention’ should 
be carried into execution, or if the enemy, which is probable, 
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should gain intelligence of it, the troops with which you were 
engaged under Gazan will probably be drawn towards Cadiz. 
In that case, I recommend to you to recross the Guadiana, and 
move upon Seville. 

‘This movement of yours will most probably induce the 
enemy to weaken his corps before Badajoz, in order to detach 
to Seville ; and if that should be the case, I recommend to you 
to retire again across the Guadiana, not risking an action with 
the enemy, unless you should have some certain ground to hope 
for success; and to march to join the remainder of the Spanish 
army, which, by your junction, and by the decrease of the 
enemy's force engaged in the siege, will be in a situation 
entirely to relieve Badajoz. 

* You will, I am convinced, excuse the liberty which I take 
in making these suggestions to you. But the affairs of your 
nation have become so critical, that it is necessary that every 
friend to the cause should co-operate in their re-establishment. 
I am apprehensive that you will have a difficult and tedious 
march along the right of the Guadiana; if you should attend 
to this suggestion, and should cross that river so low down as 
Mertola. But I am not certain that you will find the means of 
crossing that river higher up than Mertola, as, unfortunately, 
the bridge of boats was not removed from Badajoz, as recom- 
mended : and if you should attempt a march by the left of the 
Guadiana towards Badajoz, and should have no means of 
crossing, you will be involved in a situation of great difficulty. 
However, you must have more knowledge than I can have at 
this distance, of the means of crossing the Guadiana. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ General Ballesteros.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Leite. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist February, 1811. 
‘ Marshal Beresford has communicated to me your letter to 
him of the 27th January, in which you mention that you had 
received one from Don Carlos de España, informing you of 
the probability that the Spanish troops will commit irregula- 
rities from the want of provisions. I herewith enclose the 
copy of a letter which I have addressed upon this subject to 
General Virues; and I now request you to give no provisions 
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whatever to the Spanish troops, and to inform me in case they 
should commit irregularities in the province of Alentejo. I 
request you, however, to give every assistance in your power 
to enable the British Commissary to purchase provisions for . 
their supply. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ General Leite.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Virues. 


< Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, Ist February, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose to your Excellency the extract 
of a letter which has been received by Marshal Beresford from 
General Leite, the Governor of the province of Alentejo and 
of Elvas, dated the 27th ultimo, in which that General states 
that Brigadier Don Carlos de España has apprized him of the 
probability that the Spanish troops would commit irregularities 
on account of the want of provisions. 

‘ This intimation from Don Carlos de España surprises me 
not a little, as your Excellency informed me, in a letter re- 
ceived yesterday, that the British Commissary at Estremoz 
had informed you that he had received directions to supply 
the Spanish troops with provisions. 

* | have now to inform your Excellency that I have given 
these directions to the British Commissary solely in order to 
prevent the irregularities on the part of the Spanish troops, of 
which Don Carlos has given notice to General Leite, and the 
‘consequent retaliation on the part of the injured and plundered 
people of Portugal. 

. ©] am in no manner whatever bound to give this assistance 

to the Spanish troops. And, in answer to the notification of 
Don Carlos de España to General Leite, I now apprize you 
that if I shall receive any complaint of the irregularities com- 
mitted by the Spanish troops in Portugal, I shall withdraw 
the British commissaries from them, and discontinue all sup- 
plies and assistance; and I shall forward to the Spanish Go- 
vernment the complaints which such conduct will deserve. 

‘I know that the Spanish troops, like all others, are to be 
kept in order if their officers choose it, when they are supplied 
with provisions ; and on this account, and on that of the evils 
which the cause, and your own country in particular, will suffer 


VOL. Vil. 


+ 


210 PORTUGAL. 1811. 


from these continued irregularities, I trust that you will excuse 
the freedom with which I have communicated to you my in- 
tentions. 
‘ I have transmitted a copy of this letter to General Lette. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


« General Virues.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st February, 1811. 

‘I received last night two letters from you of the 30th, and 
your letters Nos. 1, 2, and 3, of the 31st. 

‘The sickness at Abrantes is very distressing. Would it 
not be desirable to put at the head of your convalescent depôt 
an English officer of some rank, making all convalescent 
officers at Lisbon do duty at the depét under him, as I have 
arranged mine? Mine is now in tolerable order, and I am 
sure that the only mode of arranging yours is by entrusting 
an English officer with the management of it. 

* E write to General Leite regarding the demand for pro 
visions for General Virues, to desire him positively to give no 
provisions to the Spanish troops. The British commissaries 
are employed to provision them, and I shall send you my 
letters to be forwarded. Don Carlos de España has written 
to General Leite, only as an excuse before hand, for the out- 
rages which will be committed by his troops. 

‘I think that you had better order the regiment of Lagos 
to Elvas, and we will take the regiment of Tavira for our 
purposes when it arrives. Urge Leite, however, to keep him- 
self complete in Ordenanza. 

‘ There is nothing new on this side. The rivers are more 
swelled than I have yet seen them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. “WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lteut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 
‘Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 
‘I enclose a letter from Major of the regiment, 
in which he desires to have leave of absence on account of his 
private affairs. 
‘I have uniformly refused leave of absence to the officers of 
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the army, excepting for the recovery of their health, or for the 
arrangement of private affairs, the settlement of which should 
be stated to be paramount to every other consideration in life. 

‘The number of officers who have applied and obtained 
leave on this plea lately is so considerable, that I have been 
obliged to decline giving leave to any one, and to refer their 
applications to the Commander in Chief. If his Excellency 
should think proper to grant the leave which they request, I 
hope that he will be so kind as to send officers to the army to 
do their duty while absent; as the number of officers present 
with the army is very much reduced, owing to those absent on 
leave on account of their health and private affairs, and em- 
ployed with the Portuguese army. 

‘ ] have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel Torrens. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
© My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 

‘I return the paper you sent me last night, which is very 
interesting. It appears by Lumley’s account that there was 
some movement in Santarem the night before last and yester- 
day morning, but I have heard nothing of it on this side. I 
. could not get over the rivers the day before yesterday to see 
how matters were behind the hills beyond the Rio Mayor river ; 
but one camp was removed, which was on the left of Elder's 
post; and it appeared to me that there were more people in 
the villages and quintas than there had been, and the piquets 
were in the same positions and as numerous as ever. There 
was a piquet on the ground which the camp had quitted. . 

‘1 enclose an anonymous letter from Coimbra. It goes 
further than these productions do in general, for it names the 
witnesses to prove the facts stated. 

‘1 think you must send the Lagos militia to Elvas, whether 
we get the Tavira militia or not. It would not answer to lose 
that place for want of numbers of men we know to be neces- 
sary to defend it. We can get men from the north, by sea 
probably, when the times come, when we shall want them in 
the lines. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K_B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 


* My pear Sir, * Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 

‘If the Admiral will show vou the orders which he has 
received from England, vou will see that they prohibit him 
from sending any more French prisoners to England, on any 
account whatever. 

‘I send Dom M. de Forjaz's representation on this subject 
to England. 

‘ Unfortunately, answers and returns from the Justa de 
Vivers are not provisions! I have never yet made a complaint 
to the Portuguese Government that I did not receive in answer 
volumes of papers. 

‘If they mean to dispute the facts stated by the officers 
commanding the troops through me, by these returns, which 
do not bear upon the question at all, it is useless for me, and I 
shall discontinue to give myself any further trouble about the 
matter. They might just as well pretend that the paper was 
provision, as that it contained any reasonable answer to the 
complaints; and the framing and writing them only takes up 
the time of the clerks, and increases your trouble and mine. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. *‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘Upon looking at Dom M. de Forjaz's note to you of the 
29th January, upon the prisoners, I observe that he says that 
“ esta convencionado ” with me to remove the prisoners. 

‘I must contradict that assertion ; and unless the note is 
withdrawn and altered I shall not interfere with the business. 
I did say that I would send to England certain prisoners taken 
at Chaves in 1809, and they and many thousand others have 
been sent to England since that period. I have done this, as 
I have many other thankless offices for the Portuguese Go- 
vernment. out of pure good will, and have taken upon myself 
in this, as in many other matters, an authority which I did 
not possess, because I knew that they could neither defray the 
expense of maintaining nor of removing the prisoners. 

‘ But I never entered into an agreement to send to England 
their prisoners. I could not enter into such an 
without the authority of Government, and I have no such 
authority. In the present case, as I have above told you, it is 
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positively forbidden to send any more home, and I shall not 
even apply to have them sent home, under the notion that any 
agreement exists.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
* Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 
“I enclose an account of sums advanced and expenses in- 
curred on account of the Spanish troops, under the late Mar- 
quis de la Romana, by the Commissary General of this army, 
from the 25th November, 1810, to the 24th January, 1811, 
which I request you to lay before the Spanish Government, 
and to obtain payment of the same. 
‘IT have the honor to be, &c. 
« The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
6 Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose copies of the drafts of the 
letters written by me to Generals Mendizabel, O'Donnell, 
Virues, Carrera, and Ballesteros, and copies of the letters re- 
ceived from those officers respectively, which I request you to 
lay before the Spanish Government, as being the best mode of 
bringing under their view the situation of affairs on the frontiers 
of Estremadura, and the measures which I have recommended 
those officers to adopt. 

‘TI also request you to lay before them the memorandum 
which I gave to the late Marquis de la Romana on the 
transmitted in my letter of the 23rd ultimo. 

‘IT have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley. * WELLINGTON. 





Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 
‘In obedience to your Lordship’s directions, in your dis- 
patch of the 18th December, I have the honor to enclose a 
letter and returns from Brigadier General Howorth, containing 
accounts of all the issues made to the Portuguese and Spanish 
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troops in the year 1810; and a letter from Marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford of the 1st instant, containing an account of the 
issues of arms and stores; and an estimate of the probable 
demands for the year 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Eurl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 

‘I enclose two accounts of sums advanced, and expenses 
incurred by the Commissary General, on account of the troops 
under the late Marquis de la Romana, to the 24th January 
last, which I have sent to his Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz, 
with a request that he would obtain payment of them from 
the Spanish Government. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My Lorp, * Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 

‘From the accounts which I have received from General 
Mendizabel, who commands in the province of Estremadura 
since the death of the Marquis de la Romana, it appears that 
the garrison of Olivenca, when it surrendered, was not pressed 
by want of any description. There were provisions in the 
town in sufficient quantities to last the garrison and inhabitants 
for some time ; and only on the day previous to the surrender, 
the commanding officer had written to General Mendizabel, 
declaring his intention to hold out, and assuring him of the 
good disposition which prevailed among the inhabitants and 
troops. ‘lhe surrender of this place, therefore, is unaccount- 
able, excepting by attributing it to causes discreditable to the 
character of the commanding officer. 

‘ Olivença had been dismantled ; and when occupied as a 
cautonment by the British army in 1809, there was a breach 
in the walls, and it was incapable of making any defence. 
Since that time, the breach had been repaired, so as to secure 

= the place against a coup de main; and I had frequently re- 
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commended to the late Marquis de la Romana either to destroy 
the place effectually, or to garrison it sufficiently, and to pro- 
vide it with the ordnance, and stores, and provisions necessary 
for its defence. He had latterly determined that the place 
should be destroyed; and he had given directions that the 
troops should be withdrawn which entered it on their retreat 
towards the Guadiana, on the recent advance of the enemy 
into Estremadura. It is unfortunate that these measures were 
not carried into execution, as I understand they were some of 
the best of the Spanish battalions; and the loss of their ser- 
vices at the present moment is a serious misfortune. 

‘ In other respects, the possession of Olivença by the enemy, 
whether in a better or worse state of defence, is not a con- 
sideration of much importance. 

‘ Since the enemy have obtained possession of this place, 
they have approached Badajoz in strength on the left of the 
Guadiana, but have had cavalry only on the right of that 
river. They have, however, with their cavalry, interrupted 
the communication between Elvas and Badajoz. | 

‘I have recommended to General Virues, who commands 
the Spanish troops which were lately with this army, and all 
those upon the frontier, to move forward to the neighbourhood 
of Elvas, and to endeavor to re-establish the communication, 
if he should find himself sufficiently strong; and to carry into 
execution the plan for preserving the communication which I 
had recommended to the late Marquis de la Romana, and 
which he had adopted and ordered to be executed. 

‘ The various events of the war will have shown your Lord- 
ship that no calculation can be made on the result of any 
‘ operation in which the Spanish troops are engaged ; but if the 
same number of troops of any other nation (10,000) were to 
be employed on this operation, I should have no doubt of their 
success, or of their ability to prevent the French from attack- 
ing Badajoz with the force which they have now employed on 
this service. 

‘ General Ballesteros, who, I informed your Lordsbip in my 
dispatch of the 19th ultimo, had been moved iuto the Condado 
de Niebla, by orders from the Spanish Government, was de- 
feated on the 25th of January, in an action fought at Cas- 
tillejos. 

‘ His troops retired in good order, however, and crossed the 
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Guadiana into Algarve, at Alcoutim and Mertola The 
Spanish General, Copons, who had commanded a detachment 
in the Condado de Niebla for some time, had been ordered, 
with his detachment, to Cadiz, and was embarked at Ayamonte 
in readiness to sail on the 26th, when the wind should beeome 
fair. 

‘Since I last addressed your Lordship, I have received 
accounts that General Claparede had retired from Lamego on 
the 17th ultimo; and Gereral Silveira crossed the Douro 
again, and occupied that city on the 20th ultimo. General 
Claparède had continued his retreat to Almeida; but he has 
since advanced again; and on the 28th of January, in the 
evening, his advanced guard arrived at Celorico. I have not 
yet learned whether he is about to approach the main body of 
the army, or to take the position upon Guarda, in which in 
my dispatch of the 12th ultimo I informed your Lordship he 
had been directed to place himself. 

‘ Within these few days the enemy have made several move- 
ments in the interior of the position which they occupy, but I 
have not yet discovered with what object. Their outposts, 
and the strength of the several corps which occupy the several 
points of their position, continue the same; and I should 
imagine that the movements which have been made are only 
those of relief. I receive accounts of the distress which they 
suffer from the want of provisions, and of their increasing diffi- 
culties in procuring any sustenance. They have certainly 
hitherto received none from Spain; and they have no commu- 
nication with the frontier, even for a courier, excepting when 
escorted by a large detachment, 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

© My pear Lorp, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd February, 1811. 

‘I have received a letter from Mr. Wellesley, in which he 
informs me that it is probable the Spanish Government will 
offer me the command of their armies, of which I apprise your 
Lordship by the earliest opportunity, in order that the King’s 
Government may take the subject into consideration. If such 


an arrangement had been made about a year and a half ago, 
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and the Spanish Government had set seriously to work to find 
means to feed and pay their army, the cause would have been . 
saved. Nay, I will go further, and say that the cause would 
have been saved without such an arrangement, if the battle of 
Ocaña had not been fought in November, 1809. 

‘It is impossible for me to say what will be the effect of 
such an arrangement now. It will certainly not answer any 
purpose whatever, excepting to throw upon me additional 
trouble, and the blame and odium of certain ultimate failure, 
if measures are not taken to feed and pay the Spanish troops. 
If these measures are taken, some advantage would undoubt- 
edly be derived to the cause, from combining in one system, 
at least, all the troops on this side of the Peninsula. 

6 I shall answer, if this offer should be made, that I cannot 
take upon me such a charge, without the consent of his Ma- 
jesty ; aad that, at all events, I am convinced that no good can 
result from the arrangement, unless effectual measures should 
be adopted to feed, pay, clothe, and discipline the Spanish 
troops ; that I have been in the habit of constant communica- 
tion with the General Officers commanding the Spanish troops, 
and have obtruded my opinions upon them occasionally ; that 
I shall continue to do so; and that the offer which has been 
made to me of the command by the Government will probably 
give more weight to my recommendations than they have had 
hitherto; but that the acceptance of the command must depend 
upon his Majesty’s commands. 

‘ This will leave the question open for the decision of Go- 
vernment ; and in the mean time | request to have, by return 
of post, your Lordship’s direction what I shall do if this offer 
should be made. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ | © WELLINGTON. 


CIRCULAR. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the General Officers 
who have lately received the Medal. . 
‘ GENTLEMEN, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd February, 1811. 
‘ Having made a reference to the Commander in Chief 
respecting the mode in which the General Officers should wear 
the distinction with which ‘his Majesty has recently honored 
them by his orders of the.30th September, I have received an 
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answer from Liu. Come Torrems, cating “ that the General 
Officers shouid wear the mband of the medal at their button 
hole, the same as the Ficid Otieers, in undress; bat when the 
medal is worn izseif, it should be round the neck.” 
* I have the honor to be, &e. 
« The General “gficers * WELLIXGTOx. 
whe, hae Lsiriy received the Medai.’ 


Lieut. General Viewent Weilington, K-B..te Dom Miguel Ales. 
‘Mos cars Dos Miccer, * à Cartaxo, ce 3 Février, 1811. 

‘Je suis faché de vous dire des vérités qui sont dures; 
mais vous savez bien que cest inutile de cacher la vérité: et 
que si je ne fais pas savoir la vérité, le blame des malheurs qui 
arrivent retombe sur moi 

* Pour la cavalerie, on m'a déjà presque perdu deux régi- 
mens ; et comment voulez vous que j'en envoie encore, pour 
étre perdue de la même manière et pour ne rien faire? Vos 
officiers ne savent pas leur devoir, et ne veulent pas l'ap- 
prendre: ils détruisent tout et ne font pas de mal à l'ennemi. 
Si j'envoie 100 chevaux ils seront perdus, et ne tueront ni ne 
prendront un seul Français ! 

‘J'ai de très mauvaises nouvelles de l'état des affaires de 
Badajoz. [Ils n’ont pas un grain de provisions pour la troupe 
de la place. Femmes, enfans, et réfugiés de toute espéce y 
sont restés. Si je trouve moyen de rouvnr la communication, 
il n’v a pas un sou pour acheter des provisions, ni autres 
moyens pour en procurer pour les jeter dans la place. Pauvre 
pays! Pauvre cause! ‘Tous deux sont perdus par la faute 
et l’imprevoyance de ceux qui, sans moyens quelconques, se 
sont mis dans la téte de diriger les affaires, et qui n’ont jamais 
voulu écouter les conseils. _ 

* Agréez, &c. 
‘ Brigadier Don Miguel Alava.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd February, 1811. 

‘] return Madden’s: letter, which contains a curious state- 
ment, and affords but slender hopes of being able to effect any 
thing for these miserable people. 
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« I have recommended Virues to move up to the neighbour- 
hood of Elvas direct, with his whole corps, and to attempt to 
re-open the communication with Badajoz, if he should think 
his force sufficient. . 

‘TI enclose a letter from Blunt; likewise a most curious 
dispatch from Lord Liverpool. I believe they are gone mad. 
Some days ago they ordered Admiral Berkeley on no account 
whatever to send home any more prisoners; and he is this 
day ordered in the same terms not to send home any more 
deserters. This is the way we go on. They are sending me 
out between 5000 and 6000 men however. 

‘I went yesterday to look at the enemy’s position all along 
their front. There was no alteration since the last day. I 
looked at them, excepting that I thought they had not so many 
guns on the great hill. 

‘There is a report here, from a priest come from Torres 
Novas, stating that a day or two ago a detachment of 6000 
men marched for Almeida. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
6 Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd February, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your dispatch of the 
2nd instant, in which you have enclosed the copy of the letter 
from the Admiralty of the 14th January, prohibiting you from 
sending to England any deserters from the enemy’s army on 
any account whatever; and the copy of the letter from the 
Admiralty of the 16th January, announcing ‘the intended de- 
parture of Sir Joseph Yorke, with a squadron having troops 
on board, and directing the arrangements to be made in con- 
sequence. 

‘I have directed Colonel Peacocke not to apply for passages 
for deserters in future, and I conclude that I shall receive 
directions from the Secretary of State in what manner I am to 
dispose of these people. Circumstances do not allow of my 
sending any troops to England at present, and I see no 
reason why Sir Joseph Yorke should not return to England, 
according to his orders, as soon as you please, after the troops 


shall be disembarked. 
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‘ I have received orders from the Secretary of State to send 
to Portsmouth cavalry transports for 600 horses, which may 
as well be sent under the convoy of Sir Joseph Yorke, if you 
should think proper. . 
| ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
¢ My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd February, 1811. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 25th instant. 

‘I think that if the Spanish Government had made the 
arrangement for the command of their armies eighteen months 
ago, which they now propose to make, the cause would have 
been safe ; and I think much might be done yet to save it, if 
this arrangement were made, provided it is connected with 
others for disciplining, paying, feeding, and clothing the 
troops. 

‘ If the offer should be made to me, I propose to answer, that 
I cannot accept it without the consent of his Majesty ; and 
that it is useless to expect any benefit from this or any other 
arrangement of this description, unless connected with others 
to secure the object to which I have above referred: that I 
have been constantly in the habit of communicating with the 
officers in command of the different corps, with which circum- 
stances enabled me to communicate, and have given them my 
Opinions on the plans which they ought to pursue: that I shall 
continue this communication, and to recommend operations to 
them, to which recommendations J hope they will be induced 
to pay more attention than they have hitherto, when they find 
that the Government intended that I should command the 
army. I enclose in an official form the correspondence which 
I have had with the Spanish officers since the death of the 
Marquis de la Romana, which you will of course lay before 
the Spanish Government, and I should wish it to go to Eng- 
land. 

‘ 1 enclose my dispatch of yesterday. I have a miserable 
account of affairs from Badajoz. There is not a grain of pro- 
vision in the public magazines: the town is full of women 
and children, and refugees of all descriptions, and nothing can 
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be in a worse state than the public mind in that place. There 
is no chance | fear of ever opening a communication, excepting 
by British troops, and those I cannot send. Unfortunate 
cause ! how has it been frittered away ! 

* We have newspapers here to the 2lst June. The King 
had been worse about the 15th, and was worse again on the 
19th, and I think the late bulletins are worded in an unusually 
cautious manner. The Regency Bill was to be sent to the 
Lords on the 23rd, and I think would be passed on the 28th 
or 29th. I believe that the ministry are to be changed im- 
mediately, but I have had no letter which mentions the proba- 
bility of such an occurrence. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


* Cartaxo, 4th February, 1811. 
€ My DEAR BERESFORD, 10 A.M. 
‘+ I received your three letters of the 3rd, 10 a.m., yester- 
day evening. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Taylor and Major Macgregor shall have 
leave to go to England on the duty which you propose, when- 
ever application shall be made for it. 

‘ Lieut. did apply for the leave he informed you he 
had, and I desired Pakenham to tell him that his being sus- 
pended from rank and pay did not relieve him from the neces- 
sity of attending to all the rules and orders of the service, one 
of which was that his application must be made through the 
channel of his Commanding Officer. He is an impudent fel- 
low. I do not know whether it is worth while to take any 
further notice of him. However, this shall be as you think 
best. Upon second thoughts, it would be better to notice his 
letter, and it shall be done officially. 

‘I think it probable that the enemy are endeavouring to 
send some cavalry from Soult to Massena by some of the 
barcas on the Tagus. I should recommend you to put one of 
your brigades of cavalry on your right, some of them as far as 
Gaviad ; let them patrole occasionally up to Gafete, and ob- 
serve what passes in that quarter. 

‘I believe I told you that I had desired Virues to move to 
St* Olaya, Barbacena, and Villa Boim, which, with the cavalry 
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at Elvas, ought to clear the right of the Guadiana entirely ; 
but we can reckon upon nothing that the Spaniards undertake. 

‘The red coats at Punhete are the Hanoverian Legion, in 
Loison’s division. 

‘It would be very desirable to make some endeavor at 
Abrantes, to prevent the enemy getting intelligence through 
that town. I should think that this might be effected. No- 
body should be allowed to leave the town towards the evening 
whose business is not known. I am trying to stop their com- 
munication with Lisbon on this side, of which I fear they have 
had too much. 

‘I send you two letters which I have received this morning 
by the Shamrock, which will show you how things are in 
England. I think that when the Regent is appointed the 
ministers will resign, because it will be apparent that they do 
not possess his confidence. Return the letters. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal . 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 4th February, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 3rd 
instant, enclosing a correspondence between Lieut. Colonel 
Arbuthnot and Lieut. of the regiment, upon the 
wish of the latter officer to have leave of absence. He had 
already applied to me for leave, and I referred him to the 
regular channel of his Commanding Officers. | 

‘ As I consider the opinion of a General Court Martial of 
the guilt of an officer, and the sentence that he should be sus- 
pended from rank and pay, a disgrace from which the officer 
can be relieved only by subsequent good conduct and attention 
to his duty, I should not have been unwilling any more than 
yourself to attend to the application of Lieut. for leave 
of absence from his regiment during the period of his suspen- 
sion from rank and pay, in order to alleviate the distress which 
every well constituted mind must naturally feel upon such an 
occasion. , 

‘But when I observe in Lieut. ’s letters to Colonel 
Arbuthnot * of the 26th January and 2nd February, and that 














* Major General Sir Robert Arbuthnot, K.C.B. 
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to the Adjutant General of the latter date, a disposition, unre- 
strained by what had recently passed, to repeat the offence 
which it had been the object of the sentence of the General 
Court Martial to punish, I cannot think Lieut. is an 
officer entitled to any indulgence or encouragement. Indeed, it 
would appear that the opinion of the General Court Martial of 
his guilt and their sentence is considered by him as no disgrace. 

‘ A very trifling degree of education and practice will en- 
able an officer to string together a few words in a letter, in a 
manner and conveying a meaning which a superior cannot and 
an inferior will be unwilling to bear. But this ability is a 
most dangerous qualification to the possessor, unless he has 
sense to guide his pen, and discretion to restrain him from the 
use of intemperate and improper language. 

‘ As the sentence of the General Court Martial has not had 
the wished for effect upon Lieut. , I hope that the refusal 
to grant him an indulgence, which probably would not have 
been refused if applied for in those terms of civility in which 
indulgences are usually asked, will correct a disposition in 
Lieut. which can never tend to his advantage. 

‘ He must remain at the head quarters of his’ regiment till 
the term of his suspension from rank and pay is concluded. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 











Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

¢ Sir, * Cartaxo, 4th February, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from 
Captain Tucker, commanding the detachments, complaining 
that Masters of transports in the Tagus are in the habit of 
receiving on board their ships deserters from the enemy, to 
which I request to draw your notice. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley? 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 


6 My Dear Sir, * Cartaxo, 4th February, 1811, 
‘I beg that you will see the Commanding Officer of the 
Chasseurs Britanniques, regarding the recruits of that corps 
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recently arrived from Gibraltar, and inquire from him what 
he proposes to do with them, and in what mode to clothe and 
equip them for the service. 

‘ The Admiral has received an order not to send any more 
deserters to England, and you must not apply to him for 
passages for this description of men in future. I apprehend 
that this rule will apply to these recruits, as well as to de- 
serters before enlistment,.and therefore I believe these men 
must remain here. 

* Believe me, &c. | 
‘ Colonel Peacocke. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th February, 1811. 

‘ Admiral Berkeley will have informed you of the expected 
arrival at Lisbon of a considerable body of troops, for whose 
reception I beg you will be prepared. 

‘I beg you to have copies prepared of the several orders 
necessary for the immediate information of the General and 
other officers, particularly those regarding quartering of the 
officers and soldiers, to which I desire that particular attention 
may be paid. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Colonel Peacocke.’ ‘WELLINGTON, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Junia Suprema 
de Aragon. 
* Sir, | ‘ Cartaxo, 5th February, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving the letter from the 
Supreme Junta of Aragon, dated the 28th November, and I 
am highly flattered by the testimony of their approbation 
which it contains. 

‘I sent some time ago to his Majesty’s Minister residing at 
Cadiz, all the arms which his Majesty’s Government had sent 
to me for the use of the Spanish armies, in order that he might 
distribute them in such manner as might be most expedient to 
the troops on the eastern side of the Peninsula; and I have no 
doubt whatever but that he has attended to the wants of the 
army in Aragon; but ; write to him upon the subject by this 
occasion. 
| ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Supreme Junta of Aragon.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadter 
Don Carlos de España. 

© Monsieur Le BRIGADIER, ‘ à Cartaxo, ce 5 Février, 1811. 

€ J'ai eu l'honneur de recevoir votre lettre du 1* de ce mois. 
Le corps du feu Marquis de la Romana est déposé à Lisbonne 
jusqu’à ce que ses parens puissent décider où il sera enseveli ; 
et s'ils décident qu'il sera ensèveli à Majorque, on le fera 
. passer dans cette île sans difficulté, et j’y donnerai toutes les 
facilités en mon pouvoir. 

‘ Je vous suis bien obligé pour les lettres que vous m'avez 
envoyées. : 
‘ Toujours votre fidèle, &c, 


** Le Brigadier € WELLINGTON.’ 
Don Carlos de España. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Virues. 


‘ Sir, * Cartaxo, 5th February, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2nd 
instant, and you will of course act as you have been directed 
to act by your commanding officer, General Mendizabel. 

‘ I cannot avoid drawing your attention again to the subject 
of the subsistence of your troops, and the irregularities which 
they commit. A heavy responsibility to your country hangs 
upon you, as I have no excuse for continuing to assist them 
with provisions if the irregularities which they commit are 
continued. 

‘I have besides to observe to you, that there are with the 
cavalry many horses unfit for service, as well as many officers 
and men with the infantry who do not perform any duty. 
You should send all these horses and men to Alburquerque, 
or to Valencia de Alcantara, or to Alcantara, in order to relieve 
the Commissary attached to the active army from the necessity 
of finding subsistence for more than those who do duty. 

‘ If this is not done, the British Commissary will experience 
' difficulty in procuring subsistence for your effective force. 

‘J have the honor to be, &c. 
* General Virues. | 6 WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, Sth February, 1811. 

‘I enclose the list received from Murray of his officers of 
guides, some of whom have been appointed alferes, and wish 
for promotion, and others wish for commissions. 

‘ There is nothing new here. I desired Lord Fitzroy to 
send you the deposition of a deserter who was brought in yes 
terday. I do not think he knows any thing positively himself. 
He was only told that some of the boats had gone towards 
Santarem, and that a road was making for others to go up the 
river. 

‘ I have not heard from Virues since I wrote to him to move 
forward. If he was now at Elvas he might clear the road to 
Badajoz with great ease. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON.. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
¢ My pear BeresForp, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th February, 1811. Noon. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning, I have received yours 
of the 4th, enclosing one from Leite. I enclose one open for 
your perusal to Virues, in which you will see what I say to 
him. Forward it to Elvas, near which place he will be. 

‘ Tell Leite that every effort must be made to get provisions 
for our Commissary for these people. Tell him that he should 
endeavor to prevail upon the useless mouths to quit Elvas, and 
go to Lisbon, or Setuval, or into Algarve. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘Either take care of, or send to me, all Madden’s letters 
respecting the treatment of his cavalry, for I see, as usual, 
they are going to lay upon me the fall of Badajoz, because I 
would not send them more cavalry to be lost. 

‘ There is a report here that the King is so far recovered ss 
to sign his name, and that there is consequently an end to the 
Regency arrangements.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sie, * Cartaxo, 5th February, 1811. 

‘I enclose a letter which I have received from Colonel 
Fletcher, on the distresses of the people employed in repairing 
the roads and bridge in the neighbourhood of Benavente, from 
their not being paid for their work by the magistrates who 
employed them. As there are funds in all varts of Portugal 
for these works, I request you to apply to the Government to 
give directions that these people may be paid. 

€ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

« My pear Berrsrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 6th February, 1811. 10 a.m. 

¢ I enclose a note which Stuart has sent to me regarding one 
of your bridges, which it appears, in its present form, prevents 
the arrival of wood at Lisbon ; and the want of wood to bake 
biscuit is now the reason that the Portuguese troops can get no 
provisions! It is like the house that Jack built. The want 
of money, I believe, is the foundation and cause of all the 
other wants. However, there can be no inconvenience in 
taking a boat or two out of the centre of the bridge com- 
plained of. | 

‘ There is nothing new on this side. 

‘ Believe me, &c. . 

« Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

6 Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 6th February, 1811, 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 5th 
instant. Although Captain Tucker's letter on the subject of 
the masters of transports was written in general terms, I am 
not quite certain that he intended to make a general complaint 
of the masters of transports, and particularly not even to hint 
that any encouragement of this conduct had been given by 
authority, or that in any instance the most cordial and ready 
assistance or redress had been refused by the officers of the 
Navy. | 

Q2 
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‘ Although you are so kind as to permit the inferior officers 
and departments of the army to communicate directly with 
you, in order to save the time which would elapse by their 
sending their applications here in the first instance, it would 
expose you to the inconvenience of too much detail, if every 
trifling application upon every subject not requiring immediate 
decision and action should be taken directly to you; and I 
am convinced that Captain Tucker adopted the channel in 
which he made his complaint of the masters of transports, 
supposing that he intended to make it generally, only because 
he thought it most regular, and most respectful to you. | 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 
‘My bear Sir, © Cartaxo, 6th February, 181). 

‘I have received your letter of the 5th. Do you wish that 
I should write to England respecting the prisoners ? a 

‘I send to Marshal Beresford the representation regarding 
the bridge over the stream on the left of the Tagus. It is ase 
of his bridges that is alluded to. 7 

‘In respect to Brussini, I have no doubt whatever that he 
was guilty of buying barley from Quarter Master Connot, 
knowing it to be purloined. However, if it is wished to par- 
don him, I have no desire that he should be tried, notwith- 
standing that he and his wife, and all his servants, were per- 
jured before the Court Martial. 

‘The Government act very foolishly in this transaction, if 
they have encouraged the application. The exemplary punish- 
ment of one receiver of stolen goods is better than the punish- 
ment of a hundred thieves. 

‘ Notwithstanding the recent large importations of corn at 
Lisbon, it is very desirable that we should attend to this sub- 
ject, and look forward to the constant and regular supply from 
abroad of this article, by importations into the Tagus, as, if 
we do not attend to it, nobody else will; and whatever may 
become of the enemy, it is very clear, not only that Lisbon can 
draw no supply from this part of the country this year, but 
that this part of the country will require a supply from Lisbon. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you, therefore, if you will 
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ascertain what is the usual consumption of the town; what 
supply of corn there is now in the river ; and what the expec- 
tations are for the future, founded upon orders actually given, 
or money actually sent, or “upon more loose and general 
grounds. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 6th February, 1811. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will draw the 
attention of the Government to the communication which I 
know is carried on between Lisbon and the enemy's head 
quarters at Torres Novas. ‘The person who manages this 
concern for them is General Pamplona, and he corresponds 
with persons at Lisbon ; and the Fidalgos, in the French party 
now at Torres Novas, likewise correspond with their friends 
and families. This correspondence has ‘been carried on prin- 
cipally through the means of persons who go into the enemy’s 
Hines with coffee, sugar, &c., to sell, which goods they dispose 
of at large prices; and they generally carry a letter either to 
or fro. Then there are others employed purposely to carry 
on the correspondence, who are inhabitants of Torres Novas ; 
but these have been so badly paid, and so ill treated, that they 
do not do the business with great alacrity, or with much regu- 
larity, and they seldom return the second time. 

‘I have endeavored to put a stop to these operations, as 
wel] by means of the outposts of this army, as by giving the 
people in the villages on the several roads rewards for stopping 
all strangers passing through their villages, and all persons 
carrying on the trade which I have above described, whose 
goods are taken from them, and disposed of for ‘the benefit of 
the discoverer. But much assistance may be given to our 
endeavors by the police of Lisbon; first, by their attending 
particularly to the persons related to, or connected in friendship 
with, Pamplona, or any of the Portuguese Fidalgos now at 
Torres Novas, and observing and obtaining an accurate de- 
scription of the persons who go to them from the country ; and 
secondly, by observing particularly any persons at Lisbon from 

' Torres Novas and Thomar, which are the only towns in which 
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the inhabitants have stayed, and from whom the enemy could 
get this description of assistance. 

‘It is astonishing how accurately informed we find the 
enemy of every thing. The Marquis de la Romana’s death, 
the King’s illness, and the prospect of the Regency, and the 
probable change of the Ministry, were well known to them ; 
and these events were considered likely to be productive of 
great benefit to the French cause. They say they get the 
newspapers; but I rather doubted that, till I found out the 
traffic in sugar and coffee, &c. If they can get these articles, 
they can get not only newspapers, but any thing else they © 
please. 

‘It becomes more desirable every day to put a stop ‘to this 
system of intelligence; and I request you to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Calvert, 
Adjutant General of the Forces. 
* My pear GENERAL, “ Cartaxo, 6th February, 1811. 

‘I believe that you have attended a good deal to the esta- 
blishment of the Chaplains to the army, upon which I am now 
about to trouble you. 

‘ Notwithstanding all that has been done upon the subject, 
with a view to making their situation such as to induce re 
spectable persons to accept of them, I fear that they are not 
yet sufficiently advantageous to insure the object. I believe 
the income, while they are employed abroad, to be sufficiently 
good, but that of retired Chaplains, after service, is not ; and 
the period of service required of them is too long. You will 
observe that a man can scarcely be eligible to be an army 
Chaplain till he is six or eight and twenty, after an expensive 
education; and it can scarcely be said that the pay of a retired 
Chaplain, at thirty six years of age, is what a respectable per- 
son would have acquired if he had followed any other line of 
the clerical profession besides the army. 

‘In my opinion, the period of service ought to be reduced 
from ten to six years; but they ought to be years of service, 
without leave of absence, excepting on account of health; and 
the pay of the retired Chaplain ought to be augmented. 


IS11. | CARTAXO. 231 


¢ My reason for making these suggestions is, that really we 
do not get respectable men for the service. I have one excel- 
lent young man in this army, Mr. Briscall *, who is attached 
to head quarters, who has never been one moment absent from 
his duty; but I have not yet seen another who has not ap- 
plied, and made a pitiable case for leave of absence immediately 
after his arrival; and excepting Mr. Denis at Lisbon, who 
was absent all last year, I believe Mr. Briscall is the only 
Chaplain doing duty. 

‘Iam very anxious upon this subject, not only from the 
desire which every man must have, that so many persons as 
there are in this army should have the advantage of religious 
instruction, but from a knowledge that it is the greatest sup- 
port and aid to military discipline and order. | 

‘It has besides come to my knowledge that methodism is 
spreading very fast in the army. There are two, if not three, 
methodist meetings in this town, of which one is in the Guards. 
The men meet in the evening, and sing psalms; and I believe 
a serjeant (Stephens) now and then gives them a sermon. 
Mr. Briscall has his eye upon these transactions, and would 
give me notice were they growing into any thing which ought 
to be put a stop to; and the respectability of his character and 
conduct has given him an influence over these people which 
will prevent them from going wrong. 

‘ These meetings likewise prevail in other parts of the army. 
in the 9th regiment there is one, at which two officers attend, 
Lieut. and Dr. ; and the commanding officer of the 
regiment has not yet been able to prevail upon them to discon- 
tinue this practice. Here, and in similar circumstances, we 
want the assistance of a respectable clergyman. By his per- 
sonal influence and advice, and by that of true religion, he 
would moderate the zeal and enthusiasm of these gentlemen, 
and would prevent their meetings from being mischievous, if 
he did not prevail upon them to discontinue them entirely. 

“This is the only mode in which, in my opinion, we can 
touch these meetings. The meeting of soldiers in their can- 
tonments to sing psalms, or hear a sermon read by one of their 
comrades, is, in the abstract, perfectly innocent; and it is a 








* Mr. Briscall remained with the army till the end of the war. He was also 
with the army in the Low Countries and France from 1815 to 1818, and was 
afterwards curate at Stratfieldsaye. 
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better way of spending their time than many others to which 
they are addicted ; but it may become otherwise ; and yet till 
the abuse has made some progress, the commanding officer 
would have no knowledge of it, nor could he interfere. Even 
at last his-interference must be guided by discretion, otherwise 
he will do more harm than good; and it can in no case be so 
effectual as that of a respectable clergyman. . "4 
‘I wish, therefore, you would turn your mind a little more 
to this subject, and arrange some plan by which the aumbe 
of respectable and efficient clergymen with the army may be 
increased. 
¢ Believe me, &e. 4 
* Lieut. General Calvert. ‘ Weuuneron. ‘ : 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C, Beresford, K.B. 


¢ My pear BeresrorD, * Cartaxo, 7th February, 181) 

‘I have received your letter of the 5th, 10 a.m., and Gth, 
2 p.m. I think it would be desirable, when the weather 
becomes fair, to put one of your brigades of cavalry out of 
sight, either to the right or tothe rear. This arrangement 
will give us the command of its movements if occasion should 
render it expedient, without giving the enemy a knowledge of 
what we are about, or a suspicion of the cause. 

‘I bave taken means to prevent the enemy from getting 
intelligence, which I hope will be effectual. They have 
certainly a knowledge of events, but I doubt their knowing as 
much as we suppose, even of that description: for instance, 
I do. not believe they know that the Spanish troops have 
marched. 

‘The passage at Abrantes must not be stopped of course; 
but nobody should be allowed to pass the river who is not 
going to the town; and the communication between the town 
and country should be rendered very difficult. 

‘TI shall speak to Murray about his officers of guides. I 
send a letter from Blunt. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Str W.C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
| Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. 
‘Sr, nn + Gartaxo, 6 February, BHT. 

‘I have reeeived your letter enelosing' one’ from: Colbnél 
Head, of the 18th light dragoons, desttitg' th-have iy opinion 
upoti a letter he has’ received frôni the’ Agetts’of: the 48th 
fight dragoons, notifying to him that Genéral Cray tnd ‘del 
" puted Major General Belton’ to wet for him itl al réspiects 
as if he were the Colonel of the regiment; and another lettét 
from the Adjutant General to General Craig, announcing to 
him that the Commander in Chief would ‘not object to his 
“ deputing the superintendence and management of the 13th 
light dragoons to Major General Bolton.” 

‘It is difficult for me to. give my opinion upon these papers, 
which appear not exactly to correspond with each other. 
I imagine that that ‘which the Commiandef ‘in Chief has 
permitted should be deputed to Major General Bolton, is 
the management of the clothing and saddling concerns of 
the regiment, although the letter from Messrs. Collyear’s 
would show that the deputation went to all the duties of the 
Colonel. 
ls However, all that Colonel Head is’ called upon to do, is to 
send a monthly return to Major General Bolton, and to corre- 
spond with him upon any articles which he may require from 
the depôt of the regiment, which he might have been directed 
to do without reference to the more general deputation ; and 
he must obey these orders, and refer to the Adjutant General 
for an explanation of the Commander in Chief’s intentions in 
the letter from the Adjutant General of the 26th December. 

‘ Excepting upon the money and clothing concerns of the 
regiment, I believe it is not the regular practice that orders 
should be sent to a regiment either from the Horse Guards, or 
the Colonel through the Agent. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘WELLINGTON. ~ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. 
‘ My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 8th February, 1811. 

‘I think that the disposition which you propose for the 
brigade of cavalry will answer very well. 

‘Money is again the great want, in respect to means of 

for the Government. The six boats you refer to, 
are part of the Admiral’s concern, and were taken to make s 
bridge for us over the Zezere. As it does not appear very 
probable that we shall want boats for this purpose just at 
present, I write to the Admiral to beg that they may be all 
destroyed, but the Portuguese Government will not get one 
of them without money. 

‘I wish that Grant had sent us the examination of some 
of his prisoners, what regiments, and what battalions 
belonged to, &c. This information would have been of use. 
All the battalions of the 70th, (five,) are with the army ; but it 
appears from the papers, that Lieut. Colonel Besson was an 
invalid, and I conclude the whole party are convalescents. 

‘ Claparède appears at last to have taken up his position at 
Guarda, and I should not think it unlikely that they propose 
to ransack the Estrella pretty well. 

‘I wrote some days ago to Mr. Stuart upon the subject of 
the intelligence which the enemy get from Lisbon, to desire 
him to try whether the police of Lisbon could not do something 
to put a stop to, or discover the channels of communication. 
It is certainly carried on under the superintendence of Pam- 
plona; but there are inferior agents in it, whose names are 
as follows. There is a Portuguese Captain in the French 
service, who frequents Pedrogao with a patrole occasionally, 
and he communicates with Senhor Manoel Caetano, an 
attorney, or lounger, who resides in that place. ‘This person 
corresponds with Lisbon, through Caldas, and he has a father 
Joaquim Caetano at Colombeira, near Caldas; this last I 
have taken measures to have seized. There is, besides, s 
Doctor Pindente at Torres Novas, in whose house Pamplona 
is said to live, who conducts the correspondence. I should 
think it would be possible either to communicate with Manoel 
Cactano and Pindente, and to make them spies for us; or at 
all events, Grant might make some of his ordenanza go into 
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Pedrogad, when the French are not there, and seize Caetano 
and his papers. I wish you would turn this subject over in 
your mind. | 

‘ Believe me, &c, 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Murray does not wish to press Andrade upon yeu, 
although he says that he is a very clever fellow, who would be 
of use to you. He has left the guides. In respect to the 
promotion of the officers of the guides, Iam afraid we shall 
lose them if they have no chance of promotion. However, 
you must stick to your rule, if you think that their service 
in the guides does not form a special case, and is not likely te 
render them fit for service hereafter in the Portuguese army.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


“ Sir, * Cartaxo, 8th February, 1811. 

‘ I am concerned to inform you that the Portuguese troops 
on this side of the Tagus are again in want of provisions; 
and are coming upon the British magazines for supplies; 
which information I request you to lay before the Portuguese 
Government. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to C. Stuart, Eeq. 
€ Sir, | ‘ Cartaxo, 8th February, 1811. 

* I enclose an extract of a letter, and its enclosures, which I 
have received from Major General Slade, regarding an in- 
habitant shot, apparently by accident, by a soldier of the 16th 
light dragoons, which I beg you to lay before the Government, 
with my request that they will let me know whether they wish 
that the man should be given up, to be brought to trial before 
the civil tribunal of the country. 

‘I also request to have their decision regarding Michael 
Grace, referred to in my letters to you of the 22nd and 23rd 
December last. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My pear Sir, * Cartaxo, 8th February, 1811. 

‘ In reference to my letter to you of the 6th, regarding the 
enemy’s communication with Lisbon, I have since discovered 
that it is carried on with a man by the name of Pindente, who 
resides at Torres Novas, in whose house it is said that Pam- 
plona is quartered. There are also two brothers by the name 
of Manoel and Joaquim Caetano concerned, one residing at 
Pedrogaÿ, the other at Colombeira, near Caldas. He has been 
seized once, and the foolish officer let him go; but I have 
directed ,that heSmay be seized again. It is stated to me that 
correspondence goes through Caldas, thence over the Sierra 
either to Torres Novas or Pedrogad. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Don Juan de Castillo. 
« Sin, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th February, 1811. 
‘I have had the satisfaction of receiving your letter of the 
Sth instant ; and the horse of the late Marquis de la Romans 
has been presented to me, which you have done me the honor 
to send me. 

‘I received this mark of your attention with sentiments 
which correspond with my regard and respect for the memory 
of his late master, whose irreparable loss to his country, and 
the cause in which we are engaged, every day’s experience 
gives us fresh cause to lament. 

‘I beg you to accept my thanks for your attention, and to 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


« Don Juan de Castiilo. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

« My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th February, 1811. 

« It has been stated to me that some boats have got up the 
Tagus to Santarem, to which I acknowledge that I do not give 
credit; but as I have adopted measures to put a stop to the 
traffic in sugar, coffee, &c., and to the communication which 
was carried on by land, I think it not unlikely that a commu- 
nication may be attempted by water. 

‘Tt is very difficult to prevent this communication by means 
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of our posts, particularly on this side of the river ;, and I shall 
he very much obliged to you if you will station a gun boat as 
high up as Mugem, on the other. side, in order to prevent 
vessels getting up beyond the point at which the * supplies for 
Chamusca are received. | 
‘ Believe me, &e. | 
‘ Vice Admiral | . § WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens; 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief... 
© My peak Torrens, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th February, 1811. 

‘ | have received your letter of the 18th January, regarding 
our reinforcements, and the Generals who are to come with 
the troops. 

‘In respect to General Murray, I think him a very able 
officer ; and there is no man whose assistance I should have 
been more desirous of retaining than his, or of having upon 
any service, excepting in this country. You are aware that 
he is senior to Marshal Beresford, and that he left us ona 
‘question arising out of that seniority. The Commander in 
Chief's decisions upon that subject have settled all questions 
that can arise; and I take care, and probably may be able to 
continue, to provide against their arising ; and I have hitherto 
gone on perfectly well, without having to decidé one question 
of rank between the two services. 

‘I attribute this good fortune as well to the temperwf the 
army as to my own management ; but if a General Officer, of 
the station and talents of General Murray, comes here, who 
appeared, when he was here before, disposed not to avoid these 
questions, but to bring them into discussion and decision un- 
necessarily, the difficulties of managing this intricate machine : 
will be vastly increased ; and I do not know whether the ser- 
vice and I shall not suffer more from this disposition than I 
should gain by the undoubted talents and zeal of General 
Murray. I would therefore prefer to pass sub silentio his de- 
sire to be employed here. 

‘General H. Clinton is also a very able officer, whoae bist 
ance would be very useful ; but why is a man to volunteer his 
services in a situation in which he does not approve of what is 
going on? at the same time that he cannot, or will not, avoid 
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acting with the army, as if it were necessary that he should 
produce an alteration of plan by his conduct and conversations, 
&c. &c. I have men enough of this description here already. 
‘I have ordered the riband to be worn by the General 
Officers according to your letter of the 18th. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens. ‘ WELLINGTON. . 


‘I wish to God the reinforcements were arrived. If I had 
had them here a week ago, I could have struck an important 
blow ; and I hope it is not yet too late.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘Cartaxo, 9th February, 1811. 
€ My DEAR BERESFORD, 10 a.m. 

‘I received last night your letter of yesterday. 

‘ My letters from Silveira go to the 30th only, when he says 
that Claparede’s division had all gone to Pinhel. The next 
accounts from Grant will show really what troops there are 
upon Guarda, and whether these are there in consequence of 
the orders of the 5th January, from Drouet, or are so far on 
their road on any other plan. 

‘ How will Silveira stand without the 24th regiment? 
Would it not be possible to assemble either one battalion, or 
the half of each battalion, at Lamego or Oporto, as in a depét, 
and get them set to rights, and then to bring them the cloth- 
ing, &c., for those which will remain with Silveira, forward to 
his corps, when the whole would join with their equipments? 
I suggest this, because I fear that Silveira will become too 
weak for any thing without this regiment, and that the militia 
would be disheartened by their absence. It will be very 
desirable in some mode or other to get the regiment into 
strength and condition by the opening of the fine weather ; and 
probably the months of March and April would be as good a 
time for the whole to be in the rear as any other, if you think 
that necessary. 

‘In respect to the militia of Tavira, I do not see any thing 
upon the frontier which should induce you to keep it in Al- 
garve. It may be necessary to retain it in that province to quiet 
the apprehensions of the inhabitants; but the French will 
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never attempt to cross the Guadiana lower down than Mertola, 
and if they do it will only be a plundering excursion, or to 
pass through it, and this regiment could not prevent either, or 
make its retreat towards us. On the other hand, we shall cer- 
tainly want every man we can get together. In this view of the 
subject it has occurred to me that we might get 2000 militia 
from the Western Islands, upon an engagement to send them 
back. Do you think we could get them? The greater num- 
ber of this description of men we have, the greater number of 
the better description we should have to dispose of. 

‘ I enclose a letter upon the affairs in Asturias, which I beg 
you to return; likewise from our friend at Salamanca. You 
see that we are right about the reinforcements which came in 
with Drouet ; and depend upon it that the French have no 
other troops on the frontier excepting Claparéde’s division, 
and a few convalescents and Swiss. 

‘I do not like the way they are settling their affairs at 
Badajoz. I desiréd them to clear the right of the Guadiana, 
and to break the bridges of Merida and of the Gevora, before 
they attempted to cross to the left. With their usual igno- 
rance and presumption they have thrown their troops into 
Badajoz, without taking the previous steps to secure thcir 
retreat upon Elvas, if they. should fail in beating off Mortier. 
If the French have force upon the left bank to drive in the 
cavalry, the whole will be shut up in Badajoz; and then 
Badajoz and the army of the left will be settled by the same 
blow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 9th February, 1811. 
‘I have the honor to enclose a memorandum of articles of 
camp equipage required for the use of this army; and I shall 
be much obliged to your Lordship if you will give such 
directions as may ensure the arrival in Portugal of the 
articles at an early period. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ © WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


ç My Lorp, * Cartaxo, oth February, 1811. 

‘ The enemy have continued in the neighbourhood of Bada- 
joz, and have broke ground before the place on the left of the 
Guadiana, and have thrown some shells into the town. The 
bad weather, however, has obliged them to draw in the greatest 
part of their cavalry from the ground between Badajoz and 
Elvas; and the communication has been re-established. 

¢ General Mendizabel sent orders to General Virues to ad- 
vance, which measure I had before recommended to him ; and 
General Mendizabel himself met the troops at Elvas on the 
morning of the 6th instant ; they marched on and passed the 
Caya, and the infantry entered Badajoz, and the fort of St. 
Christoval, on the right of the Guadiana, on the afternoon of 
the 6th. The French cavalry retired and passed the Gevora, 
and were pursued some distance by the Spanish cavalry, and 
the brigade of Portuguese cavalry, under Brigadier General 
Madden, who took some cattle, baggage, &c. But the attack, 
if any was intended to be made upon the French troops on the 
left of the Guadiana, was deferred till the following day. 

‘General Mendizabel has not adhered to the plan which 
was ordered by the late Marquis de la Romana, which pro- 
vided for the security of the communication with Elvas before 
the troops should be thrown to the left of the Guadiana. I 
do not believe that the strength of the enemy on either side of 
the Guadiana is accurately known; but if they should be in 
strength on the right of that river, it is to be apprehended that 
the whole of the troops will be shut up in Badajoz; and I 
have reason to believe that this place is entirely unprovided 
with provisions, notwithstanding that the siege of it has been 
expected for the last year. 

+ I have received from General Ballesteros, a letter dated the 
27th January, from which it appears that his action of the 
25th was very well contested; that the loss of the enemy, who 
were much superior in numbers, was 2000 men killed and 
wounded ; and that the retreat of the Spanish detachment was 
made in good order. 

‘ By the last accounts from the frontiers of Beira, it appears 
that a part of Claparede’s division of the 9th corps was still 
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upon Guarda on the 4th instant, with an advanced guard 
upon Belmonte. This was the position he was ordered to take 
on the 5th of January by General Drouet, referred to in my 
dispatch of the 12th ultimo. 

© General Foy arrived at Salamanca from Paris, with letters 
from Massena, on the 13th January, and I imagine that he 
yesterday reached the head quarters of the army. He had 
with him an escort of between 2000 and 3000 men. 

‘Colonel Grant, who commands the ordenanza in Lower 
Beira, had followed to the neighbourhood of Sabugal the de- 
tachment which escorted the courier which marched from the 
Zesere on the 22nd of January, and had taken much baggage 
from them, and several prisoners. On his return he attacked 
General Foy's escort, with a fresh detachment of ordenanza, at 
Enxabarda, at the entrance of the Estrada Nova; and I en- 
close his report of the 2nd instant on this affair, and an extract 
of his report of the 4th instant to Marshal Sir W. C. Beres- 
ford, and the Marshal’s letter to me. 

J hear from the enemy’s head quarters, that they state they 
lost 500 men in this affair. 

‘There has been no movement of any importance in the 
enemy’ s army since Î addressed your Lordship on the 2nd 
instant. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Major General Houghton, 
President of a General Court Marttal., 
« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 10th February, 1811. 
. “I have received and perused the proceedings of the 
General Court Martial on the trial of John » private 
soldier of the light dragoons, which I return, and I re- 
quest the General Court Martial to revise their sentence on 
this soldier, as I do not find that the Mutiny Act, to which I 
refer them, gives them the power of passing a sentence of 
transportation, as a felon, for life, upon any soldier, for any 
crime, excepting desertion. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Major General Houghton, 6 WELLINGTON. 
President of a General Court Martial.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellingion, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W.C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ Cartaxo, 10th February, 1811. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, 11 A.M. 

‘IT have received your letter of the 8th. I have not heard 
one word from the Marquis de Tancos about his brother. 
The arrangement which he has directed was certainly not that 
agreed upon. 

‘I had intended to put the 88th into Mackinnon’s brigade, 
with the Ist battalion. But the boys must of course be kept 
in the rear. I see that Taylor is apprehensive of getting into 
the G. O. 

‘I am anxious to hear of the boat mentioned in your letter, 
No. 1, of yesterday. 

‘In respect to Colonel 8 leave, I must mention to 
you that I have been obliged, in consequence of the numerous 
applications lately, to determine that I would give leave to no 
more, and that all must apply to the Commander in Chief: 
and I have written to the Commander in Chief, that if he gives 
leave to any officer, he must send one out to do his duty in his 
absence : of course this does not apply to leave of absence for 
health ; this must be granted, but on the usual certificate. 

‘The Spaniards have done exactly what I recommended 
them not to do, and have omitted that which I recommended 
them to do, and that has happened to them which I foretold. 
If the French have 2000 or 3000 infantry on the right of the 
Guadiana to support the cavalry, the army of the left and 
Badajoz will both be lost. 

‘Believe me, &c. 


‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 





Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 10th February, 1811. 
‘I enclose two letters which I have received from Mr. 
Kennedy, in which he requests that six transports may be sent 
to Oporto, ten to Vigo, and eight to Coruna every week, to 
bring cattle for the use of the army ; and I shall be very much 
obliged to you if you will make arrangements and give directions 
accordingly. 
‘ [ have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
«Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 10th February, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose to you the copies of letters 
which I have received from Generals Mendizabal and Virues 
since I wrote to you last, and the copy of a letter which I have 
written to General Virues. I likewise enclose reports of the 
6th and 7th instant, which I have received from Elvas, of what 
is going on at Badajoz. 

‘I beg of you to compare the actions of the Spanish army 
and their consequences with the memorandum * which I gave 
to the Marquis de la Romana, of which I transmitted a copy in 
my letter of the 23rd January, and with my repeated recom- 
mendations to General Mendizabal and General Virues since. 

‘ I do not believe that it 1s known what force of the enemy 
is on the right of the Guadiana ; and it is impossible to form a 
judgment whether the troops can or cannot get back to Elvas. 
The communication between the two places was obviously cut 
off on the evening of the 7th, the whole Spanish army and a 
brigade of Portuguese cavalry being in Badajoz, from which 
place it was also obvious that they could not drive the enemy 
on the left side of the river, although the enemy had only 
7000 or 8000 men before it, and they had not less than 16,000 
men within the place. 

‘ After the perusal of these papers, you will perhaps think 
it unnecessary that I should give any reasons for not detaching 
cavalry to the assistance of General Mendizabal. I almost 
doubt whether I shall be justifiable in having left General 
Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry at his disposal, in the 
eye of all those who will judge of my conduct; but knowing 
the manner in which General Mendizabal was likely to use any 
cavalry which I might send him, from the accounts which I 
had received of his former operations, particularly with that 
arm, and with the experience which I have of the operations of 
the Spanish officers, and the suspicions which it is obvious that 
I have entertained of what would be their conduct in this 
operation, from the memorandum above referred to, and the 
repeated warnings in my several letters to General Mendizabal 
and General Virues, I should have been quite unjustifiable if 
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I had put more of the troops entrusted to my charge at their 
disposal. 

‘I likewise encicse a letter from General Ballesteros, and its 
enclosure. which I received vesterday. The Spanish Minister 
at Lisbon has a s:ore there of articles of different descriptions 
for the equipment of the troops, and I have drawn his attention 
to the wants of General Ballesteros. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 
‘The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Visesunt Wellingion, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 


‘My pear HENRY, ‘ Cartaxo, 10th February, 1811. 

‘ I enclose a copy of my dispatch of yesterday. 

‘T am very much afraid that my next dispatch will bring 
you accounts of the surrender of Badajoz. and of the army of 
the left! The presumption. the ignorance, and the misconduct 
of these people are really too bad. They have not done any 
thing thev were ordered to do, and have done exactly that 
against which they were warned. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley, ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir IF. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 11th February, 1811. 
6 My pear BeresForp, 7 AM. 

‘I received last night your letter of the 9th, No. 3, and 
another of the 9th and 10th. 

‘ [tis a matter of indifference to me whether Lieut. —— has 
a copy of my letter or not *. If it is likely to lead to further 
litigation, it would be better not to send it to him, and to give 
that as a reason to receive no more letters from him. 

‘In respect to the 24th regiment, and affairs in general, I 
think we ought to put them in such a train as to have our force 
there complete by the opening of the fair season. ‘That should 
be our object. As far as is consistent with this object, we 
ought to keep up not only the appearance but the real exist- 
ence of a force in that quarter throughout the next two months. 


* See p. 222. 
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If, therefore, the 24th cannot be set to rights without going 
bodily to the rear, it should go to the rear. If it can, we 
should keep a part with Silveira, as I much fear that the 
militia will be off as soon as they find the 24th are going. 

‘ You have had the offers of my Captains for the rank of 
Major, and you may take any that you please. 

‘ All the reports look as if something was intended immedi- 
ately. It would be very desirable to endeavor to find out if 
Foy brought with him any stores or ammunition, or any thing 
to eat or drink. 

‘One of our patroles carried off a piquet in a fine style, 
without the loss of a man, the night before last, near Alcan- 
hede. The officer says they are in the greatest distress. He 
knew of Foy’s arrival; but nothing more. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. W'ELLINGTON. 


‘We heard firing here yesterday, and I am inclined to be- 
lieve that the reinforcements are arrived at Lisbon.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My DEAR BERESFORD, * Cartaxo, 12th February, 1811. 

‘I received yesterday evening your official letter of the 
10th, regarding promotions, and two letters of the 11th. 

‘I have written frequently to the Portuguese Government 
lately about provisions for the troops on this side of the Tagus, 
and I shall write again this day. The cause of the state of 
deficiency is the old want of money to pay for carriage. There 
is plenty at Lisbon, nay, the Commissary General lately offered 
them a large quantity of wheat, which they refuse to accept, 
and I have now ordered it to be sold in the market. 

‘ In respect to the promotion of officers, my own opinion is 
that you should avoid, if possible, to promote English officers, 
Promote such of the Portuguese as you may think proper, and 
if you should find that that promotion will put such officer 
over the head of an English officer now his superior, that Eng- 
lish officer ought to be promoted likewise. But without refer- 
ing to the jealousies and discussions about rank which will be 
introduced into the army by these promotions, they will be 
otherwise extremely inconvenient. 

‘ The situation of Baron Eben in the 6th division is now 
very inconvenient. I cannot trust him with the command of 
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the division, and in the existing dearth of General Officers of 
any experience or firmness, I cannot take from the division 
for other employments almost the only General Officer who 
does possess these qualities. In the same way Colonel Otway 
is a very clever, good officer, but there can be no reason why 
he should be promoted, excepting in his turn, more particu- 
larly as he is thinking of going to England. 

‘ Recollect that I cannot make an English Brigadier, and 
with every respect for these officers, I do not know that I 
should like to trust them, as a matter of course, with the com- 
mand of large bodies of troops which must devolve upon them. 
I have no objection to abide by all the consequences of their 
promotion when it comes to their turn, not that I would re- 
commend you to introduce into the Portuguese service pro- 
motion by rotation. But, for instance, if you wish to promote 
Champelmond, | think that all the British officers above 
Cham pelmond as Colonels, ought to be Brigadiers also above 
him, but that the question of their promotion ought in every 
case to depend upon the necessity of promoting the Portuguese 
officers below them, excepting in any case of a very extraordi- 
nary nature, which has not yet occurred. 

‘I do not recollect the arms delivered to the Junta of Seville 
from the Portuguese stores; but if you will send me the re- 
ceipt, you shall have some of the arms I have in store for the 
Spaniards. 

‘Send Licut. and Lieut. to their regiments. 
Signify to them that His Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
has no further occasion for their services, and apprize me 
officially that you have done so, and I shall order them to join 
their regiments, 

‘I have great hopes that Badajoz will hold out. They 
have asked me for assistance, which, under existing circum- 
stances, I cannot give to them; but if they do what I have 
advised them, it is quite impossible that the place should be 
taken or distressed for subsistence, even though Mortier’s corps 
should have double the force he has. 

‘ It is impossible to say what the French are about. It is 
obvious, however, that as long as they have their troops ex- 
tended in Lower Beira, and do not bring up Claparéde, they 
do not mean to make any offensive movement. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir IV. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 12th February, 1811. 

‘1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 11th 
instant, and I entirely concur in all the reasoning which it 
contains. I have arranged with the Commissary General, 
Ist, that no cattle shall be purchased further north than Vigo ; 
2ndly, that it shall be understood that the whole number of 
vessels that you can with convenience send for cattle shall go 
to Vigo, unless, 3dly, upon their passing Oporto, it shall be 
found convenient for them to go in there, in which case cattle 
will always be in readiness there to put on board them. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will desire 
your Secretary to give notice to the Assistant Quarter Master 
General at Lisbon, whenever any vessels shall go upon this 
service. 

‘ The Commissary General has frequently issued pork to the 
troops, and he proposes to continue and increase the issue of 
that description of meat, as long as it will be practicable to 
procure it. 

‘ have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘My pear Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 12th February, 1811. 

‘TI enclose a letter which I have received from Marshal 
Beresford, regarding the miserable wants of the troops, to 
which I beg you, in this manner, to draw the attention of the 
Government. I omit to bring it before them in an official 
form, because I am unwilling to have such an account of the 
state of things (however true) go home to England. 

‘ According to the last returns, the Portuguese regular 
army have not less than 9000 sick, upon a gross army of 
43,000 or 44,000 men, being above one fifth of the whole; 
while the British have but little more than a tenth of their 
gross numbers not doing duty, notwithstanding that so many 
of the regiments have been in Walcheren, and have not yet 
recovered from the effects of the disorder contracted there. 
Of those not doing duty, above half are not sick. This differ- 
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ence can be owing to one cause only, the want of food for 
the troops, and the want of funds to pay the expenses of taking 
care in the hospital of those who fall sick. If the Government 
will only look at this question coolly and deliberately, they 
will see the enormous loss they are suffering, and the enormous 
expense they are incurring, by the expense of the pay of these 
useless soldiers. 

‘It is obvious, however, that if this system continues much 
fonger, the whole army will be sick, or must disband; and I 
hope that some efficient measures will be adopted to apply 
some remedy to it. 

‘I have now before me the complaint of a commanding 
officer of a brigade near Torres Vedras, whose men, for four 
days, had received only half an allowance of bread, and no 
meat. Surely means of transport are not required to carry 
meat to them. 

‘Let me have the enclosed letter again. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 13th February, 1811. Noon. 

‘I have received your letter of the 11th, and five of the 
12th. I shall inquire of the Commissary General respecting 
Colonel Ashworth's complaint. I have perused General Mad- 
den’s letter, which I shall keep. If he finds it difficult to 
exercise a discretionary power given to him, to withdraw to 
Elvas in case he should not be supplied with provisions, when 
the circumstance has occurred on which he is to exercise his 
discretion, how much more difficult must it be for me to give 
him any orders, at this distance, which can be of any service to 
him, consistently with the notion of making use of his brigade 
at all. 

‘ The truth is, that General Madden, very naturally, does not 
like the service, and he makes the worst, instead of the best, 
of every thing. He talks of his marches, when the total 
amount of them, to my knowledge, in the last month, that is, 
from the 9th January, does not amount to more than every 
regiment of cavalry in this army marches every three days for 
their forage ; a circumstance which is certainly much com- 
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plained of by the cavalry officers, but they do it, notwithstand- 
ing. Then his want of forage ought not exactly to be 
attributed to General Mendizabal. If General Madden were 
to go out upon a service from Elvas with you or with me, I 
suppose he would carry with him, as other people do, two or 
three days’ corn, and probably one day’s, or at least half a 
day’s straw; and being only three leagues from Elvas, if the 
desire to see the service out existed, it would not be impossible 
to get out provisions for the men, and some fodder for the 
horses. 

‘ We must keep open the communication with Badajoz, or 
make up our minds to lose the place. We can keep open the 
communication with Badajoz, only by having the troops, the 
cavalry in particular, supported by the infantry at no great 
distance from the Gevora, at those periods of the season when 
that river will be fordable ; and the whole might be withdrawn 
when the rains will fall, and the Gevora will rise. This is 
what I have proposed to Mendizabal, and to break the bridge 
of the Gevora, instead of filling it with rubbish; and to make 
an intrenched camp for the troops, to be occupied as the season 
will come about, on the high grounds between the Gevora, 
the Caya, and the Guadiana. This arrangement would at least 
give us time till the troops should arrive from England. But 
if, on the one hand, Mendizabal will not do what is recom- 
mended to him, and, on the other, the troops cannot stay out 
in the fair weather as well asthe French troops, and cannot 
get their food at three leagues distance, and men in the situa- 
tion of General Madden, make difficulties instead of aiding the 
service, we can neither save this place, nor any thing else. 

‘1 admit that his situation is a most unpleasant one; but 
some of the complaints in his last letter are entirely without 
foundation, and others are to be attributed to himself. I also 
admit, that not only his situation is most unpleasant, but that 
it cannot be very agreeable to be out much in this season; but 
if the service requires it, we must all go out ; and in this case 
the service certainly does require that he should be out, at 
least during the fair weather. 

‘ They ought to line the parapet of the bridge with sand 
bags ; and in my opinion they ought to make an emplacement 
for their field pieces on the right of the Guadiana, on the left 
and rear of this French battery and communication with it. 
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They ought likewise to intrench the strip of ground between 
the place and the river, otherwise the French will make a rush 
along the rivers and destroy the bridge. If you should write 
to Madden, desire him to hint these objects to Mendizabal. 

‘The object of the French in this siege is obvious; it is to 
cut off the communication of the place with the right of the 
Guadiana: and it is equally ours to keep it open, in which, 
if we succeed, the place cannot fall. 

‘Do as you think best with the 24th regiment. It would 
be better to fix it at Oporto than at Braganza ; but I should 
think that Lamego would be better than either. 

‘ The officers at the head of the several divisions of militia 
appear to have got into very good quarters; and they should 
only not disturb their troops unnecessarily, and set seriously to 
work to refit them. 

‘ Would it not be possible to organize and put in activity 
the ordenanza along the Mondego, and in the Scrra d’Estrella? 

‘Upon comparing the intelligence from Santarem with that 
of Colborne, I am inclined to doubt that the French get much 
intelligence from our part of the country. The man at San- 
tarem says that Soult and Mortier were to invest Badajoz on 
the 12th January, which they would have done if the Spaniards 
had not made them a present of 3000 men at Olivença, when 
they should come and take them; and this intelligence must 
certainly have been brought by Foy, and must have been the 
result of a communication from Soult of his designs. Then 
the officer says they broke ground three days ago. In fact, 
they broke ground more than six days before he spoke. The 
paper from Santarem is a very curious document. 

‘ It would be worth while to give General Lumley a caution 
respecting the plans against his post, mentioned in the intel- 
ligence of the 8rd. I should: think that he might repair that 
bridge over the Alpiaga, so as to make it passable at all times; 
and it is hardly to be supposed that the overflow of the river 
can be such as to render the water on the road so deep as that 
the troops could not march upon it for the relief of the piquets, 
if the road were staked out. If this cannot be done, he should 
take care to get plenty of boats upon the Alpiaca, when he 
finds the river rising, so as to be able to support his piquets 
in time. 

‘I think it very clear that the French were going till Foy 
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came. It is not so clear that they will go now. Indeed they 
cannot go without reinforcing Mortier. A deserter of the 
2nd corps reports that five regiments of infantry, and all their 
cavalry, marched the day before yesterday to Torres Novas, 
on their march to Coimbra and Oporto. 

‘I was yesterday beyond the bridge of Calhariz, but saw no 
difference, excepting an infantry piquet instead of a vidette, on 
a height in front of Pero Filho. The intelligence respecting 
peace is curious. I am convinced that a proposal for peace 
will be made. 

‘ Colonel Lobo has made an application to our Commissary 
at Abrantes for all he has; and indeed there is not much re- 
maining, as he has had it nearly all. But this application 
shows the result of the effort of Government to supply that 
place ; and, under these circumstances, it is desirable that we 
should consider what we shall do with it. Sooner or later the 
communication of the army with that place will certainly be cut 
off; and if it be attacked, notwithstanding the advantages it 
possesses for defence, there can be no doubt but that it will be 
taken, and the garrison lost. Under these circumstances, and 
adverting to the supplies, it becomes a question whether we 
ought not to make our arrangements to abandon the place, 
and withdraw the garrison at the time we shall be obliged to 
withdraw from our present position in communication with the 
place on the left of the Tagus. Turn this subject over in your 
mind, and let me have your opinion upon it. There is one 
thing to be done, which is, to provision the place ourselves ; 
but then the probable defence of it comes to be considered, 
and the loss of the garrison. 

‘I wish you would let me know whether the Government 
have really done any thing to provision that place since my 
last remonstrance upon that subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


« My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 14th February, 1811. Noon. 

‘I received yesterday evening your letter of 10 a.m. I am 
rather glad that Leite gave Mendizabal the tents, as it will 
probably induce the Spaniards to stay in their position. In 
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respect to the powder, we have 5000 barrels at Lisbon, and I 
will give for Elvas whatever is required. I think it is probable 
that Mendizabal wants it for Badajoz; and if that be the case, 
I wish Leite to assist him, if he can do so without incurring 
the risk of leaving himself unprovided with a sufficient quan- 
tity. Not only I will replace what he may give, but I will 
pay the expense of sending it up to Elvas. 

‘I am anxious to hear the result of the enemy’s movement 
upon Montalvad. 

‘ I send you the report of two deserters, who contradict one 
another most handsomely. I believe the infantry gentleman. 
I think it probable that the dismounted dragoons only have 
marched. Some of the others were certainly yesterday upon 
the outposts in front of Santarem. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 


6 My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 14th February, 1811. 

‘Madame Mascarenhas and her daughter (not the hand- 
some) have been here this morning, to talk to me of the fate 
of young Mascarenhas; and although I told them that I could 
not interfere in any concern of the kind, I cannot resist stating 
to you my sense of the injustice which the Portuguese Govern- 
ment are about to commit. 

‘In the first place, I cannot get over my sense of the right 
which every subject of Portugal had to take which line he 
pleased, under the proclamation of the Prince Regent when 
he withdrew from Portugal. In the next place, I must ob- 
serve that, under the 18th article of the Convention, the safety 
of the persons who served the French is guaranteed to them 
on the very ground above stated, that the Prince had with- 
drawn himself from the country. 

‘I rather believe that Mr. Canning instructed' Mr. Villiers 
not to interfere in obliging the Portuguese Government to 
execute any article of the Convention ; but whether we inter- 
fere or not, I cannot but think that the Government will be 
guilty of a gross injustice and murder if they put this young 
man to death, upon the ground of his having served the 
French, these circumstances being before them. 
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‘ If they hang him at all, it should be as a spy; and I send 
you the draft of the answer which was sent by my directions 
to an application lately made by the French Commander in 
Chief to have him exchanged, in which answer I have laid the 
ground of his being hanged. 

‘I shall be obliged to you if you will bring this subject 
again under the consideration of the Government in a private 
form. 

‘ I entirely agree with you as to what we ought to do for 
the Portuguese Government; and I enclose you the copy of 
a letter which I wrote some time ago to Lord Wellesley upon 
this subject, which you sent home for me, and which I beg of 
you to return. 

‘I shall speak to the Commissary General to see whether 
we can give the Portuguese Government any boats. As for 
carts, I believe we have none, or, at all events, very few. 
What they want is certainly money. 

‘They have done nothing, I believe, for Abrantes. The 
fact is, that their inferior agents of the Junta de Viveres 
deceive them. The Governor of Abrantes, having consumed 
about four fifths of our stores at Abrantes, has at last desired 
our Commissary there to make over to him the remainder of 
them in one lump; and the question of Abrantes is becoming 
so critical, that I am thinking of destroying the works which 
we have constructed at great expense, and of withdrawing the 
garrison for want of provisions to feed them. I must either 
do that, or send provisions to the place at the British expense. 
Then, in answer to my representations upon this subject, they 
will give you a volume of papers which will not contain one 
word of truth. How can all this end? Will it bear one 
moment's discussion in England ? 

¢ Believe me, &c. 
« C. Stuart, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 15th February, 1811. 10 a.m. 
‘I have received your two letters of yesterday. 1 do not 
know what to say to Massena’s remianing. The difficulty of 
remaining without supplies increases daily, as well as the ex- 
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pediency, or indecd almost necessity, that he should remain in 
order to support Soult’s operations. If he should be obliged 
to go, he ought to detach to Soult a large force, otherwise 
Soult is gone. At present we can do nothing. Even if your 
force were sufficient, the roads are in such a state on this side, | 
that they cannot be worse. 

‘It is more than a month since the reinforcements were 
ordered from England in men of war, and it is most extraor- 
dinary that they are not yet arrived. 

‘T believe the destruction of General Madden’s brigade is 
to be attributed in some degree to General Leite. General 
Miller is a great loss under present circumstances. 

‘ In respect to Abrantes, I do not think we could expect that 
it could make a long defence, though if it contained Spanish 
troops it would ; and is admirably calculated for a very pro- 
tracted defence. 

‘I acknowledge that I do not think bomb proof ‘absolutely 
necessary for any place in this climate after the season of rains. 
The question is, whether it can be provisioned ; and if it can, 
whether the garrison is employed as beneficially there as else- 
where. One hundred carts would go a long way, both in 
provisioning the garrison and in removing the sick ; and I 
should think that the Government might continue to collect 
that number in Alentejo. 

‘ If the post is to be abandoned, I would not abandon it till 
the moment at which it should be necessary to withdraw the 
troops from their present position on the left of the Tagus. 

‘ The Pardaleras is an outwork, or rather detached redoubt, 
of not very great importance, excepting on account of the 
command which the ground has which it occupies. After all, 
however, that command is not great, as well as I recollect it. 
I have a perfect recollection of the spot described by Mozinho, 
as that at which the enemy have fixed their place d'armes, and 
I was of opimon that it was so little defended by fire from 
any particular part of the fort, or work itself, that the enemy 
might commence his operations of lodging himself upon it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshul Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
« My pear Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 15th February, 1811. 

‘I have read Dr. Raymondo’s paper upon the finance, 
which, as far as it goes, is a very good one. I have no doubt 
that much may be done by exertion. In the customs, particu- 
larly, I know that frauds are committed to an immense amount. 
The misfortune is, that there is no exertion in these people. 
You will scarcely believe that, although Quintella might gain 
such immense sums of money by selling tobacco and soap to 
the troops, under his monopoly, in which I have promised to 
support him, he has not yet taken the trouble of sending his 
people to the different divisions of the army to conduct his 
business ; and the troops are paying double the price for con- 
traband articles. 

‘I have spoken to Mr. Kennedy about the means of trans- 
port for the Portuguese Commissariat. Instead of 289, he 
has 140 boats; and he will direct that 49 should be made over 
to the Portuguese Commissariat. Be it recollected that he 
does not supply only the whole British army, which alone is 
nearly twice as strong as the Portuguese amy in this part of 
the country, particularly in cavalry ; but likewise all the Por- 
tuguese militia and ordenanza in the lines, which ought to be 
supplied by the Portuguese Government, and for supplying 
which I shall be hanged! He says he does not believe he has 
80 bullock carts in the service, of which number 24 are em- 
ployed by the engineers in the lines. 

‘Dom M. de Forjaz cannot pronounce a more severe con- 
demnation of the system on which the Government act, than 
in the declaration that they cannot get the 130 carts which 
they require. Are there no laws? Cannot a man be punished 
for refusing to supply his cart and oxen for the public service, 
upon receiving the order of the magistrate to supply them ? 
Are the Government to execute the laws? or are the laws 
made only to restrain the Government, and for the subjects to 
laugh at? The system of seeking popularity, to indulge the 
indolence of the people of Lisbon, will occasion the loss of the 
country. 

© I enclose an extract of a letter from Marshal Beresford, 
which shows how the fact really stands in respect to the pro- 
visioning of Abrantes. I shall be very much obliged to you 
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if you will endeavor to procure for me, without loss of time, 
an answer whether they will, or not, supply that place with 
provisions, for four months, and take measures to keep up that 
stock, in order that I may determine what I shall do with the 
garrison. We are coming to that crisis in the affairs of the 
Portuguese Government, that I fear I shall be excusable if 
I do not call the serious attention of the King’s Ministers to 
what is going on here, and ask for their orders upon the state 
of affairs. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
“C. Stuart, Esq? € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to 
Don Nicolas de Campo y Jacome. 
« Sr, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 

‘I had last night the honor to receive your letter of the 
12th instant, which contained the first intelligence I have re- 
ceived of your march. You will be so kind as to remain with 
your detachment at Aldea Galega till I shall hear from Colo- 
nel Downie for what object you are sent into this country. 

‘I have directed the Commissary General of the British 
army to supply your troops with provisions; and I beg you 
to understand that I hold you responsible for any disorders 
which they may commit. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Don Nicolas de Campo y Jacome.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Ballesteros. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 

‘I am concerned to be under the necessity of forwarding to 
your Excellency the enclosed letter, which has been sent to 
me, regarding the conduct of the troops under your command. 

‘Whatever may be the military qualities of any body of 
troops, there is no doubt whatever, that if they commit disor- 
ders, they are a curse instead of a benefit to the nation which 
they are employed to defend. In the cause in which we are 
engaged, above all others, it is incumbent upon us to show the 
people of the country the difference between the conduct of 
their defenders and of thcir oppressors; and we should take 
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care to avoid doing them unnecessary injury, lest we should 
weaken their attachment to the cause and its defenders, and 
decrease their hatred of the enemy. 

‘ These motives, exclusive of those which have a reference 
to the discipline, subordination, and good order of the soldiers, 
which qualities are invariably deteriorated by their being per- 
mitted to commit disorders with impunity, should induce any 
officer who is charged with the command of a body of troops 
to do every thing in his power to repress and punish such acts 
as those complained of in the enclosed letter. I trust, there- 
fore, that your Excellency will have adopted the measures 
which never fail to prevent the recurrence of similar disorders. 
Their repetition will lead to a contest between your troops and 
the inhabitants of the country, which will infallibly bring dis- 
grace and disaster upon the cause in which we are engaged ; 
and I have now to inform you, that I send copies of this letter, 
and the enclosed communication, to be laid before the Spanish 
Government, in order that the influence of their authority may 
be added to the reasoning and entreaties which this letter 
contains, to induce your Excellency to keep the troops under 
your command in order. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
4 General Ballesteros.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


< My pear Beresrorp,  ‘Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 11 A.M. 

‘I have received one letter from you of the 14th, and three 
of the 15th. 

‘ I shall write to Ballesteros upon the conduct of his troops, 
and I shall inform him that I propose sending a copy of my 
letter to be laid before the Spanish Government. 

‘The reports from Mozinho, which you send me, reach 
me sometimes two days, at others one day, before my own; 
and it is desirable that you should continue to send them. 

‘I send to you the memorandum which I gave to the 
Marquis de la Romana before he died, from which you will 
see the measures which I had recommended to the Spanish 
Generals in respect to Badajoz. 

‘I think you had better order the Lagos regiment to fall 
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back again upon Monte Mor 6 Novo, as soon as the regiment 


of Tavira shall arrive at Elvas. 

‘I have not heard any thing of the boat which came down 
on the night of the 14th; nor, indeed, has that which arrived 
at Lisbon been reported to me. 

‘I return the letter from Santarem, which is very in- 
teresting. I think it clear that this person knows exactly what 
the French Generals know. They get all their information 
from the Portuguese officers with whom he is in communi- 
cation; and these officers tell him all they know. If my 
notion is correct, it is very clear, from the perusal of this 
paper, that they have not so much information as we imagined. 
They do not yet know that the Spanish troops have marched, 
which is extraordinary. However, it is desirable that we 
should take pains to prevent them from getting any informe- 
tion; and with this view, I have authorized Sir W. Erskine 
to collect and feed 200 ordenanza to watch the different roads 
on our left, and to prevent all persons from passing on them; 
and I recommend something of the same kind to your attention 
in front of Abrantes, and on the river above Abrantes. 

‘In consequence of information that I received that a boat 
had gone up to Santarem (which, however, I do not believe), 
I requested the Admiral to place a boat on the river, to examine 
all boats attempting to pass above the point at which the pro- 
vision boats for the troops on the left of the river discharge 
their cargoes. The boats which have lately come down, show 
that something more is necessary; and that we must havea 
boat constantly in the river as high up as possible; and I 
write to him for some gun boats for this service. ‘This may 
interfere with your communication with our friend at San- 
tarem, and if this should be the case, you can arrange it with 
the officer who will command the boats. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I am thinking of going over the river to Almeirim to- 
morrow, and should be glad to meet you there. I propose to 
cross the Alpiaca as low down as I can, and to go along the 
Tagus, so that I should meet you about the battery. I sball 
send, if I should not be able to go; and if I do not send, I 
shall be at Almeirim between one and two o'clock,’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
€ My Dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 

‘I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 15th 
instant, and the intelligence which it contains, of which I have 
heard some part before. 

‘I write to Major Berkeley to desire him to go to Lisbon 
at the end of next week, and I beg leave most sincerely to con- 
gratulate you, and Lady Emily, upon the occasion which 
takes him there. I will send March down at the same time. 

‘In respect to your official letter on the subject of the 
bridges, I believe that the best mode of settling that concern 
would be, that the naval storekeeper should let me know what 
he supplies, and that I should then write and request you to 
give him authority to supply the articles mentioned in the list 
for the service of the army. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral 5 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
< Sire, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 
‘ T have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 15th 
instant, regarding gun boats up the Tagus; in answer to 
which, I have to inform you, that I think it would be very 
desirable to station two or three in an advanced station up the 


river. 
‘ TI have the honor to be, &c. 


* Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 
‘ I enclose a letter from Marshal Beresford, containing an 
account of articles of provision received at Abrantes from 
Santa Marta. I beg you to return these papers. 
‘ I shall say no more about young Mascarenhas; they have 
my opinion upon their proceedings, and they will do as they 


please. 
s 2 
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< I have read the decrees marked A in your letter, which 
I am convinced will not answer. The barqueiros will desert 
from the Portuguese Government with their certificates; and 
having the certificates, they will avoid any other service. I 
do not see what right the Portuguese Government have to 
legislate or regulate matters concerning our transports. 

‘I am exceedingly hurt at the contents of Dom M. de Forjaz's 
note, marked B in your letter. It contains statements which 
are absolutely false, and attributes to me and the British 
Commissariat the distresses of the Portuguese army, which 
Dom M. de Forjaz knows ought to be attributed to the want 
of arrangement by the Junta de Viveres, and to the want of 
money by the Government ; and he also knows that if L had 
not relieved those distresses, the army would have disbanded. 
In the present situation of affairs, I shall give no answer to this 
note, as I could not answer it without detailing facts which, 
under existing circumstances, I do not think proper to detail 
' officially. But I have done with the Portuguese army. They 
shall starve before they receive any further assistance from me. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 

‘Since I addressed your Lordship on the 9th instant, I 
have received further details of the affairs at and near Badajoz, 
from which it appears that the Portuguese cavalry, having 
been unsupported in their passage of the Gevora on the 6th 
instant, were obliged to retire across the Gevora, in whieh 
operation they sustained some loss. The whole of the cavalry 
and infantry were then drawn into the fort of Badajoz; and 
on the 7th instant they made a sortie upon the enemy, in 
which they succeeded in obtaining possession of one of the 
enemy’s batteries, but they were obliged to retire again ; and 
unfortunately the guns in the battery were not spiked, or 
otherwise destroyed or injured. 

‘Their loss was not less than 85 officers, and 500 soldiers 
killed and wounded, as I am informed, including the Brigadier 
General Don Carlos de España among the latter. 
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‘I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received from 
Captain Mallet, from whose report it appears that the Spanish 
troops behaved remarkably well upon this occasion. 

‘While the troops were in Badajoz, the French cavalry 
again crossed the Gevora, and interrupted the communication 
between that place and Elvas and Campo Mayor. They 
came out of Badajoz on the morning of the 9th instant, and 
the French cavalry were obliged to retire across the Gevora. 
The troops have since taken up a position on the heights be- 
tween the Caya, the Gevora, and the Guadiana, by which 
they will keep open the communication between Badajoz and 
the country on the right of the latter river. 

‘The enemy have continued the siege ; and on the night 
of the 11th instant they attacked the redoubt of Pardaleras, 
which they carried ; but they had not, on the 13th, been able 
to establish themselves within the redoubt, on account of the 
fire from the body of the place. They have likewise con- 
structed a work on the left bank of the Guadiana, below the 
place, to fire upon the bridge of communication with the right 
bank ; but the fire from this work had had but little effect. 

‘ A great number of the inhabitants have taken advantage 
of the communication being open to leave the place; and I 
understand that it is not ill supplied with provisions; and I 
believe that the enemy will find it difficult to take it with the 
means which he has employed in the operation. 

‘General Claparede’s division of the 9th corps was still 
upon the Guarda on the 10th instant, when I last heard from 
that part of the country. 

‘ Although I have observed and heard of various move- 
ments by the enemy in the interior of their position, I have 
not found upon the whole any material alteration; and I 
imagine that these movements have been made principally to 
endeavor to obtain subsistence. The difficulty in finding any 
increases daily; and the inhabitants of Torres Novas and 
Thomar, who alone had generally remained in their habita- 
tions upon the enemy’s invasion, are now coming to this part 
of the country, nearly starving. 

‘I have the pleasure to forward a report which I have re- 
ceived of the conduct of Cornet V. Strenuwitz, of the lst 
hussars, who surprised a piquet of the enemy on the night of 
the 9th instant, with a small detachment of hussars, and 


262 PORTUGAL. 1811. 


brought in more prisoners than his detachment consisted of, 
without the loss of a man. 

€ T have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. + WELLINGTON. 


‘ I enclose a return of the loss of the Portuguese cavalry in 
the affair at the bridge of the Gevora, on the 6th instant.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


¢ My peaR Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 16th February, 1811. 

‘T enclose the last weekly state, with the last return of the 
sick. I never saw an army so healthy as this. Indeed I may 
say that we have scarcely any sick, excepting in the Walcheren 
regiments. In these, however, there are very few ; and I hope 
they will recover in this delightful climate. 

‘ I have every reason to believe, both from observation and 
intelligence, that the enemy were on the move last week, and 
would have retired, had they not received Bonaparte’s orders 
by Foy to remain. They are now anxiously looking to the 
siege of Badajoz (of the course of which, however, they have 
no intelligence, excepting from Foy, that it was to be under- 
taken), and, strange to say, to Peace. They have a report 
among them, that Foy states that the Emperor has declared 
that the political situation of the world is such, that he thinks 
it will be possible to have a general peace, and this intelligence 
has delighted them. They know also from Foy the state of 
the King's health, and the consequent state of affairs in Eng- 
land. 

‘ I wish that our reinforcements were here. 

‘T enclose a letter which the Commissary General has put 
into my hands. I hope that I have not been induced, by the 
encouragement I have received to act in the confidence that 
the King’s Ministers would approve of the measures I should 
adopt, to make temporary appointments required for the ser- 
vice, of gentlemen, to whom any body in London can prevent, 
by his orders, their salaries from being paid. If this be the 
case, I am sincerely desirous that the King’s Government 
would consider of the appointment of some other officer to 
conduct their concerns in this country, as I am utterly inca- 
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manner. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Downie. 


‘Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 17th February, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
- have received from, and of my answer to, Don Nicolas de 
Campo y Jacome; and I beg to know for what purpose the 
troops in question are sent into this country. In future, when 
any troops are sent into Portugal from Estremadura, I request 
you to let me know it, in order that regular measures may be 
adopted for their subsistence. 

‘T have the honor to be, &c. 

* Colonel Downie. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 
¢ My pear » Henny, ‘ Cartaxo, 17th February, 1811. 

«I enclose the copy of my dispatch of yesterday. 

_ © The accounts from Badajoz are better than I expected to 
send you. I believe they are getting into the right way, and 
I hope we shall save the place. 

‘I believe, indeed I may say I am almost certain, that the 
French were about to retire when Foy arrived with the account 
that Soult was to attack Badajoz. However, if they do not 
bring up Claparede, the place will not fall. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 17th February, 1811. 

6 I have the honor to enclose copies of the correspondence 
which I have had with Generals Mendizabal and Virues since 
I addressed you on the 10th instant, which will show you 
what has passed, and the state of affairs at Badajoz, according 
to the last accounts. I likewise enclose the report of the 32th 
and 13th, which I have received from Colonel Brito. 
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‘ It is now said that the enemy have ho guns of a larger 
calibre than 12 pounders at Badajoz; but 1 am inclined to 
believe that they have 24 pounders, which they have not used, 
and will not use until they shall be in a situation to breach the 
wall of the place, as I believe they have but little ammunition. 
It appears that they first intended to frighten the inhabitants, 
and to induce them to force the surrender of the place; and it 
is obvious that their principal object is to interrupt the com- 
munication with the north bank of the Guadiana, in which 
they will not succeed, if General Mendizabal should have in- 
trenched his camp. 

‘ I have besides recommended to him, through Brigadier 
Alava, to Iay sand bags behind the parapet of the bridge, 
which will secure the communication by it, notwithstanding 
the fire of the enemy; and to construct a work for the heaviest 
of his field pieces on the right bank of the Guadiana, to fire 
across the river on the flank and rear of the enemy's battery 
constructed against the bridge and the communication with 
that battery. I have likewise recommended to him other 
measures, with a view to the security of the bridge, to which 
there is a road from the enemy’s battery, between the body of 
the place and the river. 

* I likewise enclose the copy of a letter and its enclosure, 
which I have addressed to General Ballesteros, which I beg 
you to lay before the Spanish Government. 

‘ T have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Major General Houghion, 
President of a General Court Martial. 


‘My pear Hovenron, ‘ Cartaxo, 18th February, 1811. 

‘I have received the procecdings, and revised the sentence of 
the General Court Martial of which you are President, on the 
trial of ; and as the difference of opinion between 
the Court and me turns entirely upon the powers which the 
law has given to the Court of passing such a sentence, I do not 
hesitate in requesting them again to reconsider their sentence, 
although I must admit that they are at least as likely as I am 
to have given the law its truc construction. 
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‘The General Court Martial will find, upon reference to 
the mutiny act, that there is no power given to them to sen- 
tence transportation, excepting under the 4th section of the. 
mutiny act, only for the crime of desertion; and they will 
find that they have the power, under the 21st section of the 
mutiny act, to inflict corporal punishment, not extending to 
life or limb, on any soldier for immoralities, misbehaviour, or 
neglect of duty. 

‘ The 4th article of the 24th section of the articles of war 
enables the General Court Martial to try offenders in foreign 
parts, for offences for which, if committed within his Majesty’s 
dominions, they must have been delivered to the civil magis- 
trates, and would have been tried in the courts of common law, 
and to sentence of death if the Court should be of opinion 
that the nature and degree of the offence deserves that punish- 
ment, or “such other punishment” as the Court may award, 
according to the nature and degree of the offence. 

‘ According to my view of this article, it does not convey to 
the Court the power of passing a sentence upon the criminal, 
which has not been given to the Court by the articles of war, 
or act of Parliament. Then comes the question, what power 
has been given to them by the articles of war, or act of Par- 
liament, in respect to an immorality, not of the nature and 
degree to deserve the sentence of death, under the 4th section 
of the 24th article of the articles of war, not to sentence trans- 
portation, because under the mutiny act they have no power 
to sentence transportation, excepting for desertion, but to sen- 
tence corporal punishment not extending to life or limb? If 
the Court have the power of sentencing transportation for this 
immorality, they have the same power for any, and all, even 
of the most trifling nature; and you will see how far this un- 
defined power would go. You will be the best judge whether 
the General Court Martial can reconsider their sentence, or 
whether the reasoning in this letter is likely to have any effect 
upon them. At all events I cannot confirm this sentence, 
with the opinions which I hold upon the subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Major General Houghton, € WELLINGTON. 
President of a General Court Martial. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My pear Beresrorp,  ‘Cartaxo, 18th February, 1811. 10 a.m. 

‘I have read Silveira's letters, and Bacellar’s reports. I 
think it would be: desirable to send Silveira’s force avowedly 
into cantonments of refreshment. The others might remain, 
keeping a good look out on the valley of the Mondego, and 
endeavor to make a hit at any convoy that may attempt to 
get in. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

« Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I do not know whether you have received Silveira’s journal 
of his operations in January. I enclose it, lest you should 
not ; and I am inclined to write to him, to tell him I approve 
of every thing excepting his attack upon the enemy, if that 
opinion occurs with yours. Return the paper, for I have 
noticed it. 

‘I enclose two letters for Mendizabal, which I beg of you 
to forward. I also request you to write to Leite, to urge him 
to give every assistance to our Commissaries in obtaining pro- 
visions for these people.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 18th February, 1811. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will be so kind 
as to give General O’Donnell a passage in any ship of war 
which you may be about to send to Cadiz, as he has been 
serving with the Spanish troops joined to this army, and has 
recently been appointed second in command of the army in 
Catalonia, and he is desirous of proceeding to his station. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral * WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘MY Dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 18th February, 1811. 
‘I enclose the report of the engineer officer who was sent 
by Marshal Beresford to examine the repairs of the causeway 
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of Benavente, from which it appears that the person who gave 
you the information regarding the nature of these repairs was 
mistaken. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


+ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G.. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My DEAR Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 18th February, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of yesterday. The note en- 
closed by Dom M. de Forjaz contains just as fallacious a 
statement of the resources in Abrantes as all the others; but 
the whole case is now very clear. The truth, when laid before 
the Government, is not to be acknowledged. On the contrary, 
falsehoods, known to be such, are to be written in answer to 
those statements, in order to keep a colleague in good humor, 
in whose department the failure lies. The worst of all these 
discussions is, that they will be made the groundwork of un- 
doing all that we have been doing in this country. 

‘ I have frequently considered the expediency of taking the 
Portuguese army entirely out of the hands of the Government, 
without taking the government itself. In the detail of this 
arrangement, there would be hundreds of difficulties which 
cannot be easily surmounted. The whole of our transport is 
conducted by Spaniards, not one of whom, I believe, would 
carry an ounce for the Portuguese troops; and we could get 
no other means, excepting by the authority of Government, 
which must be exerted by us, or it will not be exerted at all. 
Depend upon it, that if we begin, we must take the whole 
civil and military and financial government of the country into 
our own hands, and provide for the payment of the civil and 
judicial departments, as well as the military ; and then we can 
force the inferior magistrates to do their duty ; we can put 
the laws into execution, and can bring forward the resources 
of the country for its deliverance and defence. 

‘I have no doubt that this system, closely carried into exe- 
cution upon an enlarged plan, would defray its own expense ; 
and that in a short time Great Britain would not have to spend 
so much for Portugal as at present. But I am apprehensive 
that the adoption of any system of this description, upon any 
but the most enlarged scale, or in other words to take upon 
ourselves the duties of any part of the executive government, 
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without taking the whole, will only shift the blame from the 
Portuguese Government to ourselves, and involve our army 
and its departments in the consequences of the failures from 
which the Portuguese army alone now suffer. 

‘I have not much information of what is going on at 
Lisbon ; but from what I have heard lately, I have no doubt 
of what I formerly wrote to you. Indeed it appears that both 
the Patriarch and the Principal are most indiscreet in their 
language and conduct upon this subject. I think also that 
they will be supported in the Brazils, and I have no reason to 
believe that I shall be supported in England. 

‘TI shall let you know the alterations which it would be ex- 
pedient to make in the laws which you have sent me; but it 
does not much signify what the law is, as nobody thinks of 
obeying it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Since writing the above, Mr. Kennedy has been with me, 
and has given me the enclosed paper, which I beg you to re- 
turn. When the articles of claim, not included, are included 
in the return, it will appear that, after deducting about 
£100,000 received in January and February, 1811, the Por- 
tuguese Government have received, in 1810, very nearly 
double the amount of their subsidy !! This cannot go on. 
You should really bring the subject under the consideration 
of the King’s Government. 

‘Mr. Kennedy has just told me that, on the 8th, the day 
on which Dom M. de Forjaz asserts that there were 180 boats 
at Valada, there were 80, of which number he gave 14 of the 
largest to the Portuguese Commissary sent to ask for them! 
So much for the falsehood written to please the Conde de 
Redondo. 

‘ Application is now made again by General Pack’s brigade 
for provisions, but I shall certainly give them none.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘Cartaxo, 19th February, 1811. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, 10 A.M. 


,‘ I received yesterday evening your letters of the 18th, 
ing that of 2P.M. I also received one from Lumley, 
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communicating the intelligence of the noise heard, and the 
lights seen, in Santarem, on the night of the 17th. It is 
obvious that they are making some movement, but it is not 
yet clear of what nature. We have observed no change on 
this side yet; but I shall go and look at all the points in the 
course of the morning. 

‘ You did not send Grant’s letter, only the extract. He 
appears to be going on capitally, and is likely to save some 
valuable property in the Estrella. I.shall be much obliged 
to you if you will tell him how gratified I am upon reading 
the account of his operations. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


‘I got yesterday the accounts of money, &c., received by 
the Portuguese Government since January, 1810, and it is 
£1,820,000 sterling to the 14th February, or, in other words, 
nearly double the subsidy, without including the pay of the 
24th regiment, the subsidiary beef, the food of the Caçadores 
in the light division, and, I believe, the stores at Abrantes, and 
other little articles, which will make up the two millions in 
one year and six weeks!!!’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
€ My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 20th February, 1811. 10 a.m. 
‘I received last night your letters of the 18th and 19th, 
10 a.m. 
‘I shall write to Silveira as you suggest. 
¢ There is positively no change along this front. I examined 
it accurately yesterday, and every thing was in the same state. 
I still think, however, that Regnier’s corps is about to move 
from Santarem. 
‘ I have letters from Cadiz to the 6th. Nothing new. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 
€ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 20th February, 1811. 
‘I enclose a letter which I have received from Colonel 
Peacocke, regarding a soldier of the regiment, who is in 
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confinement at Lisbon, having been now twenty three months 
in jail. 

rT perfectly recollect to have heard, when at Oporto in 
May, 1809, of the horrible and atrocious ingratitude of a 
British soldier, in having committed the act related by Colonel 
Peacocke, but I understood that the soldier had gone off with 
the French army. 

‘I do not trouble you now upon this subject in order to 
justify this soldier, or to obtain any mitigation of any punish- 
ment he ought to receive, as no punishment can, in my opinion, 
be at all adequate to the offence he has committed, but to 
point out to you how very improper it is, and indeed un- 
friendly, and contrary to the principles of the alliance, that 
British subjects and soldiers, put in jail without notice to any 
officer, should be detained in jail, as this man has been, for 
nearly two years, without any intimation being given to any 
body of his being in existence. In the same manner I found 
a soldier in jail last January, who had been there nearly eight 
months. 

‘ I request you to draw the attention of the Government to 
this subject, and to know what has been done respecting the 
soldier of the regiment, and what they propose to do 
with him. 

‘I am also anxious to have their answer respecting the 
cases of the two soldiers some time ago referred to them. 
Whatever may be the custom in Portugal, it is entirely in- 
consistent with any well regulated system of justice to delay 
the trial of those charged with the commission of crimes ; and 
if I should not receive the answer in a week, I shall order 
to be tried by a General Court Martial, and ——, of the 
light dragoons, to be relieved from his confinement. 

‘ have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 











Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 20th February, 1811. 
‘ I enclose an extract of a letter from Beresford on the eternal 
subject of Abrantes, and a return of provisions in that place. 
‘ I have considered the pecuniary account since I sent it to 
you, and I rather think, upon the whole, that it is not quite 
so bad as we at first supposed. 
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‘ The Treasury received, or were to receive, from Souza, the 
amount of the drafts for £200,000, given by Mr. Villiers. 
The £330,000 and the £15,000 on account of supplies ordered 
from England are in advance; but we shall have in our power 
the supplies for repayment, and either the Government will 
receive the money for the sale of the supplies, and can hand it 
over to us, or they will supply it to their own purposes, in 
which case we may stop the payment of the subsidy. 

‘ After the striking out of the account of the payments 
since the 31st of December, the total charge to that day is 
£1,661,961, from which £545,000, above accounted for, being 
deducted, the balance will be £1,116,961 ; to this will be to 
be added about £100,000 more, of which I will send you the 
account in a few days, so that we shall not have overpaid them 
much more than £250,000. I think, therefore, that you need 
not be very uneasy upon the subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ Cartaxo, zand February, 1811. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, 

‘The Denmark is arrived with 150 men of the Bist regi- 
ment. The flect sailed on the 9th. 

‘ There is nothing new here excepting that Cornet Strenu- 
witz took, on the 19th, Clausel’s aide de camp and 22 men, 
and killed and wounded as many more. They had been 
lying in ambuscade for the patroles from Rio Mayor for some 
days : but he contrived to draw them to an ambuscade which 
he had laid, and took and destroyed the whole party, with the 
loss only of one horse wounded. 

€ Would it not be possible to undertake something against 
the five boats down the river? Lieut. Claxton, R.N., and two 
gun boats and some seamen, are just below Almeirim, and will 
assist either with his seamen or boats, if they can be got above 
Santarem. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘JI have a letter from Mendizabal, in which he does not 
mention the extent of his loss.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 


‘My DEAR Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 22nd February, 1811. 
‘ Admiral Berkeley will deliver over to you a person whose 
name he has not stated, but who appears to have been employed 
in giving medical aid to the seamen of the transports. He 
was confined by Captain Tucker for tampering with some of 
the people of the transports, and endeavouring to prevail upon 
them to carry information to the French, and Captain ‘Tucker 
handed him over to the Admiral, as he belonged to the fleet. 
‘I request you to have an inquiry into the circumstances 
which occasioned his confinement, and send the proceedings of 
the inquiry to me. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Colonel Peacocke. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon, G. Berkeley. 

€ My DEar Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd February, 1811. 

‘I received your letter of the 19th yesterday. I shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will give directions that the 
person mentioned by you may be delivered over to Colonel 
Peacocke, and I shall have an inquiry made into the circum- 
stances for which he was detained, and will ascertain whether 
it is in my power to punish him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd February, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose a list of stores, &c., required 
for the construction of bridges, and I shall be much obliged to 
you if you will give directions that the different articles may 
be delivered on a requisition being made to that effect. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

« My pear Sie, ‘ Cartaxo, 22nd February, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 21st. I rather believe 
that you are mistaken respecting the £100,000 you mention. 
The amount I sent you was of the sums paid to the clerk of 
the aids, &c., by the Commissariat, from which chest the officers 
are paid. You cannot therefore have given the full sum which 
has been received by the chest to the Portuguese Government. 

. © Believe me, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
© My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 22nd instant. It is 
scarcely worth while to consider any paper coming from the 
Portuguese Government, after the avowal made by Dom M. 
de Forjaz, the other day. 

‘ However, it is as well that they should know that there is 
no use in attempting to deceive themselves, or us, respecting 
the state of provisions in Abrantes, and that in a few days pro- 
bably I shall be called upon to decide whether I shall keep the 
garrison in the place or not, and that I should decide accord- 
ing to the state of the provisions in the place, and not upon 
false returns sent up by the Junta de Viveres, or notes written 
by the Minister for Foreign Affairs, to please a colleague and 
to conceal the faults of the department under his charge. The 
Portuguese ministers are seriously responsible to their country 
and to the world for the fate of this place. 

* Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Sir W. Erskine, Bart. 


‘My DEAR Sin WILLIAM, * Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 
‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let Cornet 
Strenuwitz know how much I have been gratified by the 
accounts which I have received of his conduct in his two recent 
affairs with the enemy. I have not failed to report both in the 
most favorable terms to the King’s Government, the former 
last week, and the latter this day. 
© Believe me, &c. 
* Major Gen. Sir W. Erskine, Bart.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
VOL. VIT. T 


me 
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Lieut. General V'isrount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* Cartaxo, 23rd F » 1811. 
« My pear Bzarsrouo, Half past per 

‘ I received last night your two letters of the 22nd. Campo 
Mayor is a place that could not stand a regular attack for half 
an hour. There was, when I knew it, no ordnance in it, and 
I believe there is none, nor stores, in it at present. That which 
ought to be done is to secure it from a coup de main, and to 
oblige the enemy to break ground regularly before the place, 
if they want to have it ; and that is the principle that I stated 
to Leite, at the time the Marquis de la Romana wished to have 
the place, in a letter, of which I enclose you an extract, and of 
which I sent you an extract before. 

‘ When Mendizabel was in his camp at S. Christoval, he 
withdrew the garrison from Campo Mayor, leaving only a few 
men to save it from a coup de main. In my opinion Campo 
Mayor ought never to have had more; but his ideas and mine 
may differ upon the number sufficient for that purpose, and 
there may be (although I believe there are not) ordnance and 
stores in the place, which ought not to be allowed to fall into 
the hands of the enemy. There is also a considerable differ- 
ence in the degree of danger to be apprehended from a coup 
de main on this place, now that Mendizabel has been defeated. 

‘It is difficult to know what to do in this case. Mendizabel 
will not put a single man into the place, and Leite cannot spare 
any, and cannot feed them if he could spare them. However, 1 
have desired Alava to write to Mendizabel, to inform him that 
the preservation of Campo Mayor was an honourable engage- 
ment on the part of the Marquis de la Romana, and that I beg 
him to put into the place 500 men upon whom he can depend. 
In the mear. time Leite should put in it some ordenanza, to 
prevent its being surprised. 

‘ In respect to your letter, No. 2, General Hill had authority 
to employ officers to get intelligence for him, as we employ 
Ruman, and did employ Grant and others, and as he employed 
Lieut. Heathcote ; and all these are paid, by warrants from me, 
three dollars per diem, while so employed. I do not recollect 
that Major White was so employed. 

‘I rather think that, however important his service was, it 
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was strictly in execution of his duty as an officer of cavalry 
at the head of a patrole, however small, and that it was of the 
same description as that recently rendered by Owen. If this 
is the case, he ought not to be paid. And I think it must have 
been the case, as, if I recollect rightly, I wrote, but if I did 
not, I desired Hill verbally, not to employ officers in the Por- 
tuguese service on these duties, which would take them away 
from the service with their own men. 

‘ If, however, Major White has been employed on this de- 
scription of extra duty, whether by General Hill or by you, he 
shall be paid as others have been; but I should think that this 
employment has neither lasted the time nor has been of that 
description to distinguish it from the duty on which officers of 
cavalry are employed every day. 

‘TI enclose you a letter that Mr. Stuart has sent me, which 
he has received from Lord Strangford, upon which I congratu- 
late you. | 

_* I likewise enclose, in case you should not have seen it, 
a copy of the recent Carta Regia to this Government. 
€ Believe me, &e. 


* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Brotherton, of the 14th, was employed alone in the Estrella 
and not paid. Badcock, of the same regiment, is now on 
the left of the army, either alone or with two men, and 
is not paid; and Cocks, Krauckenberg, and Cordemann have 
been employed in the same manner, either alone or with 
small parties, and have never been paid. 

‘ Return the enclosed letters.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 22nd instant, regarding 
provender for the cattle coming from Vigo, and I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will direct the agent to supply 
them from the stores of hay on board the transports, and to 
state from time to time the quantity issued for this service, 
which will be replaced from the stores of the army. The 

T2 
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Commissary General has written to Vigo to accelerate the 
purchase of cattle. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut, General Grakam. 
‘My Dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 

‘TI have received your letters (No 2, of the Ist, private of 
the 5th, and separate of the 6th). I shall take measures to 
send Mr. Souper to Sicily immediately, according to Lord 
Forbes’s desire. 

‘I have not written to you lately, as I know my brother 
communicates to you all my letters to him, and you will readily 
believe that I have not much time to write two letters upon 
the same subject, and containing the same information. 

‘In case your sortie should succeed (which will place the 
war on its legs again in the best manner), I have again written 
to Lord Liverpool to request that you might join this army. 
You shall know his answer as soon as I receive it. I shall 
be glad to hear from you respecting Lord Aylmer’s wish to go 


to Cadiz. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


¢ Lieut. General Graham.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,'to the Rt. Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 
‘Sir, * Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 


‘ I have the honor to enclose you copies of the correspon- 
dence which I have had with General Mendizabel up to this 
day, since I last addressed you; and copies of two letters of 
the 19th and 20th from Captain Mallet, and of two papers of 
. intelligence of the 19th and 20th from Colonel Brito, which 
will inform you of the unfortunate defeat of the Spanish army 
upon the heights of San Christoval on the 19th instant, and its 
immediate consequences. 

‘ This is the greatest misfortune which has fallen upon the 
allies since the battle of Ocaña, and in the existing state of the 
war more likely than that event to affect their interests vitally ; 
and it was not to be expected. 
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‘I could not imagine that an army having two rivers be- 
tween it and the enemy, and knowing that the enemy was 
endeavoring to pass one of them, could have been surprised in 
a strong position; and actually nothing but the surprise could 
have enabled so inferior a force as that employed by the 
French upon this occasion, to carry the heights of San Chris- 
toval, the strength of which is well known, even though the 
recommendations to fortify them had not been attended to. 

‘ It is impossible to speculate upon the consequences of this 
misfortune upon the garrison of Badajoz; but you will ob- 
serve that I have requested General Mendizabel to urge them 
to hold out to the last extremity. 

‘I have likewise the honor to enclose a letter of the 4th 
instant, which I have received from General Ballesteros, in 
answer to that which I addressed to him on the 16th February. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. | © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 
€ My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811, 

‘I have received your letter of the 4th February, and I can 
easily conceive your surprise and concern upon the recent 
transactions in Estremadura; but both will not be a little in- 
creased by the accounts which I forward this day. 

‘ I now enclose my dispatch to the Secretary of State of this 
day, giving an account of the defeat of the Spaniards at Bada. 
joz; and J enclose for your private information copies of two 
letters from Madden, who, you will observe, is not better 
pleased with the Portuguese cavalry than he is with the 
Spanish troops. Few troops will bear a surprise and a general 
panic; and at all events young cavalry are much more easily 
affected by these circumstances, and the effect upon them is 
much more extensive and more sensibly felt by the whole army, 
than similar circumstances operating upon infantry in the - 
same state of discipline. ‘Their horses afford them means of 
flight, and when once cavalry lose their order it is impossible 
to restore it. For this reason I am always inclined to keep 
the cavalry out of action, as long as possible. 

‘ The defeat of Mendizabel is the greatest misfortune, which 
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was not previously expected, that has yet occurred to us. As 
soon as our reinforcements should arrive I intended to have 
detached a British force to Badajoz, with which the Spaniards 
would have been sufficient to have beaten Soult and raise the 
siege ; which event, without exposing matters to a general 
action in a position chosen by the enemy, would have had the 
most important consequences throughout the Peninsula. As it 
is, I cannot venture to detach a sufficient force to do the busi- 
ness alone, and I must try something else of greater risk and 
more doubtful result. In short, this defeat goes to the vitals 
of the cause, and it would certainly have been avoided if the 
Spaniards had been any thing but Spaniards. But Mendiza- 
bel, knowing that the French force were preparing means to 
cross the Guadiana, was surprised in his camp, which he had 
neglected to fortify, although repeatedly advised to fortify it, 
and which he delayed to quit. If he had not been surprised, 
although he had not been intrenched; if he had been in- 
trenched, and still had been surprised ; or if he had withdrawn 
from the position, as he said he would, this misfortune could 
not have happened. I know the ground as well as I know my 
own room. It is really the strongest position in the country ! 

¢ I have no objection to your making any use you please of 
the contents of my letters to you (the dispatches and their en- 
elosures must of course go to England); but I recommend to 
you to avoid urging the minister to communicate your notes 
to the Cortes. The Spanish minister is not likely to notice 
this desire, but the opposition in England will. Recollect the 
breeze which there was upon this subject upon a similar de- 
mand from Chauvelin to Lord Grenville, when the war broke 
out in 1792. I imagine that the King’s Government never 
allow any reference to be made by foreign ministers to any 
authority excepting the King. 

‘ We have no packet since the 2lst January, but the Den- 
mark is arrived, which left England (Torbay) on the 9th. 
It was then reported that the Regent had sent for Lord Gren- 
ville and Lord Grey; but that, finding the King was so much 
better, he had informed Mr. Perceval that he should not change 
the Ministry. This is the only report; but I think that if 
the Ministers find that they have not his confidence, they must 
quit their offices. It will not answer to have him running to 
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the Opposition upon every communication he receives from 
Ministers. This would be quite a new situation of affairs. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, *‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


¢ My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 

‘I am much concerned to have to inform you that the 
French attacked General Mendizabel on the 19th instant, in 
the position which he had taken on the heights of St. Christo- 
val, near Badajoz, and totally defeated him, having destroyed, 
taken, or dispersed the whole army, with the exception of 2000 
infantry, who have been collected at Elvas, and Brigadier 
General Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry, and about 
500 Spanish cavalry. 

‘ The enemy had to cross the Guadiana and the Gevora, but 
surprised the Spanish army in their camp, which was standing, 
and is taken, with baggage and artillery. 

* According to all accounts, the enemy had not more than 
6000 infantry, and 2000 cavalry. The Spanish army must 
have consisted of 10,000 infantry, and 1500 cavalry, including 
the Portuguese brigade ; and they were posted in one of the 
strongest positions in the country, with their right under the 
fort of St. Christoval (one of the outworks of Badajoz), Campo 
Mayor in the rear of their left, and Elvas immediately in their 
rear. 

‘I had suggested to the late Marquis de la Romana to oc- 
eupy this position, which I had requested him, and have since 
repeatedly urged General Mendizabel, to intrench. 

* This precaution was neglected ; but still the position was 
of that description that it ought not to have been carried; and 
as long as it was held, it was impracticable for the enemy to 
obtain possession of Badajoz, or to interrupt the communica- 
tion with that place. 

‘The enemy have not been able to establish themselves 
within the redoubt of Pardaleras since they carried it on the 
11th instant, and have made no progress in the operations of 
the siege. Their position, however, on the nght of the Gua- 
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diana, gives them great advantages, of which they will know 
how to avail themselves; and they actually commenced to 
intrench it on the evening of the day on which they obtained 
possession of it. 

‘ Although experience has taught me to place no reliance 
upon the effect of the exertions of the Spanish troops, notwith- 
standing the frequent instances of their bravery, I acknowledge 
that this recent disaster has disappointed and grieved me much. 
The loss of this army, and its probable consequence, the fall 
of Badajoz, have materially altered the situation of the allies 
in this part of the Peninsula; and it will not be an easy task 
to place them in the situation in which they were, much less 
in that in which they would have been, if this misfortune had 
not occurred. 

‘ I am concerned to add to this melancholy history, that the 
Portuguese brigade of cavalry did not behave much better than 
the other troops. Brigadier General Madden did every thing 
in his power to induce them to charge, but in vain; and Lieut. 
Colonel Brown was wounded, but not dangerously. This 
circumstance shows the effect of surprise and of general panic 
upon troops, as this brigade have, upon former occasions, be- 
haved remarkably well. 

‘ I am informed that there are 9000 good troops in Badajoz, 
some having retired into that fortress from the field of battle, 
and that the garrison is well supplied with provisions, which 
have been left there by the inhabitants, who quitted the place 
when the communication with it was recently opened. 

‘ The works are still untouched, and the enemy’s fire has 
hitherto done but little damage to the town. 

‘ General Claparéde’s division of the 9th corps still continued 
upon Guarda, with their advanced guard at Belmonte, when 
I last heard from that part of the country. They had made 
an attempt to obtain possession of Covilhad on the 12th, but 
were repulsed with some loss by Colonel Grant, who had oc- 
cupied the town with a party of ordenanzas of Lower Beira. 

‘I enclose a letter from Marshal Sir W. Beresford, and a 
report from Lieut. Colonel Grant of this affair. From later 
reports I am apprehensive, however, that he has since been 
obliged to withdraw from thence. 

‘ I likewise enclose reports from Major General Sir William 
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Erskine, who commands the outposts on the left of the army, 
of the capture of General Clausel’s aide de camp, and a de- 
tachment of the enemy’s cavalry and infantry, on the 19th 
instant, by Cornet Strenuwitz of the hussars, to whose conduct, 
in an enterprise of a similar nature, I drew your Lordship’s 
attention in my last dispatch. 

‘ In this instance he has acquitted himself with great judg- 
ment and boldness. 

‘ The operations of the guerrillas continue throughout the 
interior; and I have proofs that the political hostility of the 
people of Spain towards the enemy is increasing rather than 
diminishing ; but I have not yet heard of any measure being 
adopted to supply the regular funds to pay and support an 
army, or to raise one. 

‘Don Julian Sanchez, whom I have frequently mentioned 
to your Lordship, has recently captured a large convoy of 
biscuit on its march from Ledesma to Ciudad Rodrigo, which 
had come from Palencia; and another party has recently done 
the enemy a considerable injury near the bridge of Arzobispo. 
It is said that General La Houssaye has been killed in an 
affair at that place. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of importance in front 
of this army since I addressed your Lordship on the 16th 
instant. 

‘ A considerable quantity of baggage has been sent out of 
Santarem, but I am inclined to believe that it belongs to sick 
officers and soldiers who have been removed from thence to 
the rear of the army. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eur! of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My pear Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 23rd February, 1811. 

‘I enclose a weekly state. We are becoming a more efficient 
and better army every day. 

‘If this misfortune had not happened at Badajoz, I in- 
tended, as soon as the reinforcements should arrive, to detach 
a force to Badajoz, which, with the Spaniards, would have 
been sufficient to defeat Soult, and raise the siege of that 
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place if Massena had not called in Claparède's division from 
Guarda. 

« This operation would have put an end to all apprehension 
for the provinces south of the Tagus, and would probably 
have had more important consequences. 

‘ As it is, I cannot venture to detach so many troops, even 
after the reinforcements shall arrive, as will be able to effect 
the object above ; and if the weather should hold up a little, 
I must first try something else of greater extent, but more 
doubtful result. 

‘ In short, this defeat is the greatest, and indeed the only, 
misfortune that has yet happened to us which was not expected ; 
and it ought not to have occurred. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM OF OPERATIONS 1N 1810. 
The Notes to this Memorandum are in the Manuscript. 


‘ 23rd February, 1811. 

‘The last memorandum, on the operations of the British 
army in the Peninsula, ended with the breaking up of the Brit- 
ish army from its position on the frontiers of Estremadura and 
Alentejo, and its march to a position in Upper Beira, between 
the Mondego and the Tagus, in the middle of December, 1809. 

‘ The reasons for this movement were the following :— 

‘ First, it was believed that the French were aware that, till 
they could dislodge the British army from Lisbon and the 
Tagus, they could not hope to make any successful invasion 
of Andalusia, or any progress in obtaining possession of that 
country. This belief was confirmed by their conduct after 
the battle of Ocaña, in the month of November. The events 
of that battle, and the state to which it reduced the Spanish 
army, afforded them the best opportunity of entering Anda- 
lusia unopposed, and of taking possession even of Cadiz itself ; 
but instead of pursuing their advantages, they turned their 
troops back immediately into Old Castille, and gave ground 
for belief that their line of operations would be in that quarter. 

‘ Secondly, there was every reason to believe that large re- 
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inforcements would enter Spain during the winter, which might 
be thrown immediately upon the frontier of Portugal. 

‘ Thirdly, the swelling of the rivers Tagus and Guadiana, 
which had occurred in some degree, had opposed a material 
obstacle to the advance of the French through Estremadura, 
and the expected rains were likely to render the roads quite 
impracticable ; which, added to the means of defence remain- 
ing in the province, under the Duque de Alburquerque, left 
it in a state of apparent safety from invasion. 

‘The British army had completed its march by the 15th 
January, and had taken up its cantonments with their right at 
Guarda, their left extending towards the Douro, and the ad- 
vanced posts on the Coa. The head quarters were placed at 
Viseu. 

‘ At this time, the strength of the British army was 19,500 
rank and file: 2800 of that number were cavalry, leaving 
16,700 infantry, of which 800 were at Lisbon. 

‘ A division of infantry of 4400 men had been left on the 
Tagus at Abrantes, under the command of Lieut. General Hill, 
as the foundation of the corps to be formed under his com- 
mand, to carry on operations on the frontiers of Alentejo and 
Estremadura, if, contrary to all appearances and expectation, 
the enemy should invade that part of the country*. With 
the exception of the hussars, the cavalry also were left upon 
the Tagus for the convenience of receiving forage, which we 
were informed that the province of Upper Beira could not 
supply. 

‘ The Portuguese army was at this time in a state not fit for 
service +, owing principally to the want of clothing, and those 
equipments which are necessary to all soldiers in a winter cam- 
paign. Their discipline, organization, and equipment had 
been in some degree thrown back by their operations in the 
preceding summer ; and it was determined, if possible, not to 
move them from the cantonments which they occupied in the 
interior of the country till the last moment, in order to give 
them as much time to be formed and equipped as might be 
possible, while the British troops should occupy the frontiers. 

‘ The force and position of the allies at that time were as 


* © See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, 15th January, 1810.’ 
$ ‘ See letter of 4th January to Lord Liverpool, and letter to Mr. Frere, 30th 
January, enclosed to Lord Liverpool.’ 
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follows :— About 24,000 men, which had been collected of the 
fugitives from the battle of Ocafia, were at La Carolina, occu- 
pying the principal passes of the Sierra Morena*; about 
12,000 men, under the Duque de Alburquerque, were at 
Medellin upon the Guadiana; and about 20,000 men +, which 
had been collected together after the Duque del Parque’s action 
at Alba, were at St. Martin de Trebejo, in the Sierra de Gata. 
There were 6000 or 8000 men, under General Mahy, at 
Astorga and Villa Franca, in Galicia ; and there was a garrison 
in Ciudad Rodrigo. It had been repeatedly recommended to 
the Spanish Government to reinforce the corps under the 
Duque de Alburquerque. If this corps had been stronger, 
and the operations of the Spanish troops could have been 
reckoned upon, it could have defended the passage of the 
Tagus at Almaraz; and if the enemy, instead of attempting 
that operation, had pushed their whole force through La 
Mancha, as they afterwards did, this corps might have been 
thrown upon their right flank by the valley of the Guadians. 
The enemy’s force consisted of, and was disposed as follows :— 
The corps of Sebastiani (the 4th), Victor (the Ist), and Mor- 
tier (the 5th), were disposed of about the Tagus and Madrid f; 
and Soult, the King’s guards, and Dessolle’s reserve, composed 
an army of about 65,000 men. Soult’s corps was at Talavera 
de la Reyna, and in that neighbourhood, and consisted of about 
12,000 men. Ney’s corps (the 6th) was in Old Castille; and, 
by the time the British army arrived in Beira, it had been 
joined by the reinforcements, and consisted of 32,000 men § ; 
and towards the middle of the month of January, the Duc 
d’Abrantes, or the 8th corps, consisting of 27,000 men, also 
entered Spain ||. 

‘Besides these corps, which are immediately the subject of 
this memorandum, there was the 3rd corps, under Suchet, in 
* ‘See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of December, 1809, and January, 1810. 

+ ‘ Norz.—They were stated to be 20,000 men, but I doubt that they ever 
collected 15,000.’ 

t ‘ See letters to Lord Liverpool, of the 14th, 21st, and 28th December, 1809, 
and 4th, 15th, 24th, and 31st January.” 

§ ‘See letter of 21st February, to Lord Liverpool.’ 

|| ‘ Norz.—We had no knowledge of the arrival of reinforcements till a later 
period ; but see letter to Lord Liverpool, of 24th January, and to Mr. Frere, 30th 
January, that their arrival was suspected. It was supposed at that time that the 


enemy could bring together in Old Castille about 40,000 men, including Soult’s 
corps from Talavera.’ 
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Aragon, and the army of Catalonia, put under Augereau, 
and then under Macdonald, in Catalonia, which have been 
engaged in the operations of the campaign against the Spanish 
armies of Valencia and Catalonia; but the operations are quite 
distinct from those which have been carried on on the western 
and southern side of the Peninsula, and they will not be noticed 
any further. 

‘ The first operation which the enemy undertook, as soon as 
their reinforcements entered Spain, was to force the passes of 
the Sierra Morena*. After manceuvring for some days at the 
foot of the mountains, they carried the passes almost without 
opposition on the part of the Spanish army, which retired in 
several directions. The greater part, under General Areyzaga 
himself, retired to Jaen, and thence to Grenada, which towns 
they successively abandoned, and thence into Murcia; and 
this body has since formed the army of Murcia. A part re- 
tired into the Sierra de la Ronda, and thence to Gibraltar, 
from whence it was removed to Cadiz; and a part, under the 
Visconde de Gand, retired to Seville, and thence into the Con- 
dado de Niebla, where it has since remained, under the com- 
mand of General Copons; and one division, and the artillery, 
crossed the Guadalquivir at Seville, and went to Monasterio, 
in Estremadura; from whence the artillery was sent to Bada- 
joz, and the troops went and embarked at Ayamonte. 

‘ After passing the Sierra Morena, the French pushed their 
left, the corps of Sebastiani, towards Jaen ; and the 1st corps, 
with the King’s guards and reserve, went, under the King, to 
Seville and Cadiz. The Duque de Alburquerque, however, 
passed the Sierra Morena from his position on the Guadiana, 
by Guadalcanal, nearly at the same time with the French, and 
arrived at Xerez, and occupied the Isla de Leon, before the 
French approached the place. 

€ While these movements were making, the Central Junta 
was dissolved. Previous to the dissolution of that body, they 
had ordered the march of the corps under the command of the 
Duque del Parque from Castille into Estremadura ; and, with 
the exception of 3000 men under General Carrera, it marched 
on the +. Nearly at the same time the Marquis de 

* (See letter of 31st January, to Lord Liverpool.’ 

+‘ Norz.—The Duque del Parque stated that he should march on the 24th 


January. See letter, &c. to Mr. Frere, 30th January; but they did not march 
till later in the month, and the beginning of February.’ 
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and he retired again upon the Tormes, upon finding the ad- 
vanced guard of the British army crossing the Coa*; and 
Astorga was summoned by General Loison, with the third 
division of Ney’s corps, who remained in that neighbourhood 
for some time. Loison was afterwards relieved by the 8th 
corps, under Junot ; and he approached nearer to Salamanca. 

‘From this time no movement of importance was made by 
either party, till towards the middle of March, when the 
French corps in Estremadura broke up, and Mortier marched 
to the southward; and Regnier, with Soult’s corps, remained 
in the neighbourhood of Merida. 

‘ The allied British and Spanish troops on the frontiers of 
Portugal and Estremadura were then in some degree superior 
in numbers to the French corps remaining in Estremadura, 
and the question whether the latter should be attacked or not 
was then well considered. In the consideration of every ques- 
tion of this description, there are certain topics which must be 
reviewed, and the following are of the number : 

‘ First, the object in this case would have been, if possible, 
to cripple, or entirely destroy, the 2nd corps of the army which 
remained in Estremadura; but it is apprehended that this 
object would have been impracticable. Even supposing that 
General Hill’s and the Marquis de la Romana’s corps joined 
had been deemed sufficiently strong to attempt to remove the 
2nd corps from its position on the Guadiana, they could not 
have prevented its retreat either to the Sierra Morena, or along 
the valley of the Guadiana to Ciudad Real, or between the 
Tagus and the Guadiana towards Arzobispo. The attack 
must have been made in one concentrated body, on one side 
or the other of the Guadiana; and the allies would have been 
able only to choose which way the enemy should retreat, sup- 
posing them to have been able to force his retreat... 

‘ Secondly, the means to effect this object consisted in about 
12,000 men, cavalry and infantry, half British and half Portu- 
guese, under General Hill, and about 10,000 Spanish troops, 
under the Marquis de la Romana, whose corps had been much 
reduced by sickness and want; and General Carrera, with 
3000 men, had remained in Old Castille. Against these the 
enemy had not less than 16,000 men ; for the 2nd corps, as 
well as the others, had received reinforcements. 


® « See dispateh to Lord Liverpool, of 21st February.’ 
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‘ Thirdly, the risks to be incurred in this expedition con- 
sisted in the probability that the 2nd corps would be joined 
by the 5th corps again, before any serious impression could 
have been made upon the 2nd corps. The Marquis de la 
Romana had at this time but little of any cavalry, and the 
Spanish cavalry is notoriously bad. The Portuguese cavalry 
was but newly formed ; and the reliance in respect to that arm, 
in that open country, would have been upon the 1100 British 
cavalry. The 2nd corps was always stronger in cavalry than 
the allies in Estremadura; but if the 2nd corps had been re- 
Joined by the 5th, not only would the enemy’s superiority in 
cavalry have been increased, but in infantry also; and the 
retreat of the allies to the strong places would have been hur- 
ried at least, if not difficult. 

‘ Fourthly, the difficulties in the undertaking, besides those 
of the season, are of the same description with those which 
have attended, and invariably must attend, every operation 
which has been attempted in the Peninsula. 

‘There is an old military proverb respecting these opera- 
tions which is strictly and invariably true, and that is, that 
“if they are attempted with small numbers they must fail ; if 
with large, the army must starve.” The inhabitants of Spain 
and Portugal will not part with their provisions, even for 
money. There are no great markets for corn in any part of 
the Peninsula, excepting the seaports, and some of the very 
large and populous cities, and the inhabitants subsist generally 
upon stores formed in their own houses, or buried under 
ground ; and if they are deprived of any considerable portion 
of their supply for the year, they must either starve, or must 
go to seek for a fresh supply at a great distance, as no neigh- 
bour has any to sell. These circumstances account at the 
same time for the difficulties which the allied armies expe- 
rienced, while the enemy can subsist with facility. The force 
used by the allies to obtain subsistence from the country con- 
sists in the influence of the civil magistrates: that used by the 
French is terror. They force from the inhabitants, under 
pain of death, all that they have in their houses for the con- 
sumption of the year, without payment, and are indifferent 
respecting the consequences to the unfortunate people. The 
British armies cannot, and the natives will not, follow this 
example, although the latter go nearest to it. Still, however, 
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no Spanish officer could venture to carry his requisitions for 
provisions on any town much further than the influence of the 
civil magistrate would go to procure them; and the Spanish 
troops have always been in want, where the French armies 
have afterwards found subsistence. When the Marquis de 
la Romana and his officers were asked whether they would 
insure the subsistence of the troops upon this expedition, sup- 
posing it were undertaken, they answered that they could not; 
and indeed their own army was at this moment in the utmost 
distress in their cantonments, and literally perishing for want *. 

‘Upon the whole, then, comparing the only object which 
could be acquired by this expedition with the risk to be in- 
curred, and the difficulty of the undertaking, is was thought 
best not to attempt it. 

‘The next event of any importance that occurred was, in 
the commencement of April, the formal attack of Astorga 
by the 8th corps, under the Duc d'Abrantes. At this time 
the expediency of attempting a diversion in favor of the 
Spaniards, by making a forward movement into Castille, was 
again considered. 

In the end of March, the British army in Portugal con- 
sisted of about 22,000 rank and file, of which 2788 were 
cavalry. Of the cavalry, 1072, and of the infantry, 5112, were 
with General Hill in Alentejo, and 400 men at Lisbon, leav- 
ing in Beira about 15,000 effective rank and file, cavalry and 
infantry. 

‘ About this time the Portuguese army were becoming in a 
better state of equipment, and we might have drawn twelve 
regiments of regular infantry, and four of chasseurs, making 
about 14,000 effective rank and file, to the army, exclusive of 
the Portuguese troops with General Hill. This would have 
made the allied army in Beira about 30,000 men. 

‘ With this force we should have had to attack Marshal 
Ney at the head of his own corps, which was more numerous 
than ours f (infinitely superior in cavalry), in a strong position 
at Salamanca; having it in his power to draw towards him 
either the whole or any part of Junot’s corps, or of the body 
of troops under Kellerman in Old Castille, between the time 


* ‘See the instruction from Lord Liverpool, of the 2nd January, 1810, marked 
Secret.” 


+ ‘ Nors.—Ney’s corps, according to the returns, was 32,000 men. 
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at which he would have heard of our passing the Agueda and 
that of our arrival at Salamanca, supposing that he had ever 
allowed us to reach that place. It may be supposed that we 
might have drawn a part, if not the whole, of Hill’s corps into 
Beira for this operation *; but even with the whole of that 
corps we were not equal to the operation, and should not have 
succeeded in obliging the French to raise the siege of Astorga. 
But if the whole of that corps had been brought from the 
frontiers of Alentejo to those of Beira +, the enemy would have 
entered the former province, and there was nothing between 
them and Lisbon {. To this add, that all the arguments 
respecting the difficulties for subsistence in the proposed ex- 
pedition into Estremadura in March were stronger in respect 
to that in contemplation into Castille in the end of that month 
and beginning of April, and the weather rendered all opera- 
tions at that time impracticable. Astorga fell on the 22nd of 
April, the magazine having been kept in a church, and it blew 
up§. On the 24th, the 3rd division of Marshal Ney’s corps 
was put in motion from its cantonments towards Ciudad Ro- 
drigo; and it took up its ground on the 26th, and blockaded 
the place, on the right of the Agueda. On the same day the 
British advanced guard went to Gallegos, and the communica- : 
tion with the place was open from that time till the 10th of 
June |l. 

‘The British army in Beira was put in motion on the 26th 
of April, and their cantonments were closed up to the front. 
The head quarters were moved on that day to Celorico from 
Viseu. ‘here is no doubt but that if the British army had 
been moved forward to the Agueda in the end of April, 
Loison's division must have moved from its position in the 


*‘Nore.—Upon more than one occasion, after Mortier wi:hdrew from Estre- 
madura, General Hill was obliged to move to protect Badajoz, and the divisions 
of the Marquis de la Romana’s troops, from the operations of Regnier’s corps. 
These movements invariably succeeded. See letters to Lord Liverpool, of the 
2nd and 23rd May. 

+ ‘1f General Hill had been withdrawn, the Marquis dela Romana would have 
been entirely destroyed. 

? ‘ See the instructions, marked A, from Lord Liverpool, of the 27th February, 
1810. 

§ ‘ Norg.—It is ridiculous to talk of Astorga as a fortified place. It was a 
walled town, which, excepting in these times, could not have stood one day 
against a regular attack. 

|! See letter to Lord Liverpool, of 11th July. 

u 2 
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neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, or the whole of the 6th 
corps must have been brought up to its support. But the 
temporary removal of Loison’s division could not prevent the 
French from making the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, when the 
state of the weather and rivers would permit them. ‘They had 
then 57,000 effective men in the 6th and 8th corps in Castille, 
besides the troops under Kellerman, and some under Serras ; 
and if Loison had been obliged to retire by our troops, it 
would have only been for a time. Ciudad Rodrigo would 
have gained nothing by this retreat, for the communication with 
the town by the left of the Agueda was open as long as it 
could be under any circumstances *; while our troops would 
have suffered all the inconvenience and sickness which would 
have resulted from drawing them out of their cantonments 
before the rains were over. Ciudad Rodrigo could have been 
saved only by such a diversion on the part of General Mahy 
in Galicia, and of the inhabitants and guerrillas of Castille, 
when the French armies were drawn together for the siege, as 
should have obliged the French to detach troops to ‘quell the 
insurrection, or to force Mahy to retreat again to his moun- 
tains, and thus render the besieging army of such a strength 
as that we might have ventured to attack it But General 
Mahy made no movement; the inhabitants looked on with 
apathy, only abusing us that we did not involve ourselves in 
the same peril with Ciudad Rodrigo. | 

‘The British army in Portugal, on the Ist of June, con- 
sisted of 25,000 rank and file, of which number 8261 were 
cavalry ; 5881 infantry, and 449 cavalry, were with General 
Hill; and about 2000 infantry were at Lisbon; leaving in 
Beira about 17,000 men, of which number about 14,000 were 
infantry. Of the 2000 men at Lisbon, about 1500 belonged 
to the royals, the ‘9th and 38th regiments, which regiments 
had been in Walcheren, and it was not deemed expedient to 
move them from Lisbon till the season should have entirely 
settled; and they were not moved till the end of June. 

‘The Portuguese army, on the Ist of June, consisted of 
29,200 effective rank and file, cavalry, infantry, and artillery. 
Of this number about 1200 cavalry, and 5000 infantry, and 
300 artillery, were with General Hill, leaving about 23,000 


* * Norz.—We sent ammunition and stores into Ciudad Rodrigo to the last 
moment; I believe as late as the 9th, or even the 10th of June, ut night. 
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effective men. There were five regiments of infantry in gar- 
risons, one at Cadiz, three regiments and two battalions of the 
Lusitanian legion unfit to be brought into the field; making, 
with the cavalry, also unfit, not less than 10,000 effective men, 
which would leave about 14,000 in Beira ; making, in June, 
our army in Beira, including artillery, of about 32,000 effec- 
tive men, which was the largest we were ever able to collect 
upon that frontier. 

‘ The three Walcheren regiments, the three inefficient regi- 
ments of Portuguese infantry, the two battalions of the Lusi- 
tanian legion, and three battalions of militia, and three brigades 
of Portuguese artillery, were collected as a reserve upon the 
Zezere in the beginning of July, under the command of 
General Leith; but these corps were not fit to be joined to 
the army till the end of September. I had sent Colonel 
M‘Mahon’s brigade of infantry away from it in May, as being 
unfit. 

‘ On the 25th June the head quarters were removed to Al- 
meida, in order to be nearer the scene of action; and on the 
Ist July they were moved to Alverca, as being more centrically 
situated in respect to our own troops. Every thing was done 
which could enable the British army to endeavor to save Ciudad 
Rodrigo, if it had been practicable; bnt it was impracticable 
to attempt it, unless it could be supposed that we should beat 
an“army nearly double the strength of the allied army, having 
nearly four times the number of cavalry, in a country admi- 
rably adapted to the use of that arm. The place surrendered 
on the 11th July. 

‘ After the surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo, the enemy’s move- 
ments were for some time uncertain, and we could not learn 
from them his intentions. We knew that Regnier had been 
ordered to cross the Tagus, and to manceuvre upon Alcantara, 
with a view to support the attack upon Ciudad Rodrigo. But 
he did not carry that measure into execution till about the 
18th of July ; and his movement was followed immediately 
by that of General Hill, who crossed the Tagus likewise at 
Villa Velha, and took up a position in Regnier’s front, in 
Lower Beira. 

‘ At length, on the 24th of July, the enemy attacked Gene- 
ral Craufurd’s division, near Almeida, with the whole of Ney’s 
corps, and obliged it to cross the Coa with some loss. 
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‘It had been desirable to maintain our posts beyond the 
Coa as long as possible, as well to observe the movements of 
the enemy as to keep up the communication with Almeida; 
but it was not intended to fight an action beyond the Coa. 
It was necessary to withdraw the troops from the bridge of 
Almeida that night; and the enemy’s advanced guard passed 
it in the morning, and Almeida was invested. 

‘ The enemy having passed the Coa in force, it was neces- 
sary to withdraw the division of infantry which was at Pinhel, 
which was liable to be attacked in front by the 8th corps, and 
on its flank by the 6th; and on the 26th the advanced guard 
was drawn back to Fraxedas, and the army was concentrated 
between Guarda and Trancoso. 

‘The enemy’s designs were still uncertain. From the 
movements of the 2nd and 8th corps, and from the delay to 
make any preparations for the siege of Almeida, and from the 
advanced state of the season *, it was thought most probable 
that he could not attempt that operation, but would advance 
into Portugal by the roads which lead through Lower Beira, 
forcing back General Hill’s corps, and turning the right of 
that under my command ; or that he would fall with his con- 
centrated force upon both the flanks and the centre of the 
corps under my command, and hurry them in their retreat, 
which must have been made by one road only. The infantry 
of the army was therefore thrown back one march into the val- 
ley of the Mondego, still keeping a division upon Guarda; and 
General Hill was ordered to Sarzedas, in Lower Beira; Colo- 
nel Le Cor’s division of militia keeping the communication 
between General Hill and the army. 

‘ At length, on the 15th of August, the enemy’s design to 
attack Almeida became manifest; and the army was concen- 
trated again between Trancoso and Guarda; and the advanced 
guard was moved to Fraxedas, as well to oblige the enemy to 
concentrate his army for the siege, and thus give scope and 
opportunity to the guerrillas and other troops in Spain to carry 
on their operations, as to be in a situation to take advantage of 
any opportunity which offered to strike a blow against the 
enemy. 

‘ The place surrendered on the 27th of August, owing to 


* See letters to Lord Liverpool in July and August 
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the magazine having been blown up; and on the 28th the 
infantry of the army was again thrown into the valley of the 
Mondego. 

‘In order to render more clear the nature of these and the 
subsequent operations, it is necessary to point out that the 
two great entrances into Portugal, between the Tagus and the 
Douro, are on different sides of the great range of mountains 
called the Estrella. The rivers Zezere and Mondego rise in 
the Estrella, and take their course on different sides of that 
mountain. The former runs a considerable distance to the 
southward and westward, and then to the southward, and falls 
into the T'agus at Punhete; the latter runs first to the north- 
ward as far as Celorico, where it turns to the westward, and 
falls into the sea at Figueira. Guarda stands upon the eastern 
extremity of the Estrella, and there the mountain can be 
passed; and there is no road by which troops can pass the 
mountains from the valley of the Zezere and the valley of the 
Mondego, excepting nearly as far to the westward as the 
Ponte da Murcella, over the Alva. This river likewise rises 
in the Estrella, and runs in a north westerly direction into the 
Mondego, into which it falls about five leagues above Coimbra. 

‘From this general description, it will be obvious that the 
British army could not be concentrated for any operation to 
the eastward of the Alva, without laying open to the enemy 
one of the great entrances into the country. General Hills 
corps could not have joined that under my command, without 
passing by or to the eastward of Guarda. Regnier was always 
in his front, and he might immediately have occupied the 
passes of Lower Beira ; and then the safety of the army, and 
of the capital, would have depended upon the operations of 
the reserve on the Zezere. _ 

‘ If the reserve had been joined to the army, it would not 
have been sufficiently strong to undertake any operation of 
importance ; and any accident to General Hill, who was not 
so strong as Regnier, would have exposed all our interests to 
ruin. If we could have collected the reserve, which consisted 
of about 1500 British infantry and 4000 Portuguese troops, 
and General Hill’s corps of about 12,000 men, and the corps 
in Beira of about 32,000, making a total of less than 50,000 
men, we should have had less by 7000 men than the 6th and 
8th corps, without including Serras, Bonnet, or Kellerman ; 
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and the 2nd corps, consisting of 16,000 or 17,000, might either 
have been thrown upon us, or might have been moved through 
Lower Beira at once upon Lisbon, as there would have been 
nothing between them and Lisbon in the supposed case. It 
was therefore determined to observe the movements of the 
enemy, and to concentrate the army in the first favorable 
situation that should be found, after they should manifest 
their line of attack. If they had made their attack by two 
lines, most probably the army could not have been concen- 
trated till it reached the neighbourhood of Lisbon; but it was 
thought probable, from their movements, that they were to 
make it in one concentrated body by the valley of the Mon- 
dego, and measures were taken to concentrate the army on 
the Serra da Murcella, on the Alva. 

‘It was never imagined that they could make the march 
they did across the Mondego, through Upper Beira. The 
ground, however, on the north of the Mondego, was not un- 
known; and the measures which had been taken, with a view 
to the concentration of the British army on the Alva, facilitated 
the movement of the troops across the Mondego, and their 
concentration on Busaco. 

‘On the 4th of September, the head quarters, which had 
been moved to Celorico on the 28th of August, were moved to 
Gouveia, in consequence of the collection of the enemy’s force 
upon the Upper Coa, and his movements towards Alverca. 
They remained there till the 16th, on which day the heads of 
two corps (the 2nd and 6th) of the enemy entered Celorico, 
and the third (the 8th) Trancoso; the former crossed the Mon- 
dego again to Fornos*. ‘rhe army was then put in motion, 
and took up a position, and was concentrated upon the posi- 
tion of Busaco. 

‘The British army in Portugal, at the time of the battle of 
Busaco, consisted of 27,188 rank and file, of which number 
2839 were cavalry : 2200 infantry were at Lisbon, 1900 of 
which just arrived : 1350 infantry were on their march to 
join, leaving in the battle not quite 24,000 men. The Por- 
tuguese army at the same time consisted of 26,800 effective 
rank and file of infantry, and 3375 cavalry. Of the infantry, 
1350 were at Elvas, 1142 at Cadiz, and 563 at Abrantes; 


* «See letters to Lod Liverpod), et the 20th and 30th September. 
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leaving 23,800 infantry in the battle. Of the cavalry, 500 
were at Elvas, 600 at Badajoz, 500 north of the Douro, and 
200 at Lisbon, leaving 1375 with the army; making a total 
of 25,175. 

‘The two armies amounting to about 49,000 men, besides 
artillery, of which there were four brigades and two troops of 
British, and six brigades of Portuguese. 

‘The French army consisted of eighty nine battalions of 
infantry, which, according to the latest returns, consisted of 
56,000 men; fifty four squadrons of cavalry, of 8000 men; 
and about 6000 artillery. The whole army, including sap- 
pers, &c., was not less than 72,000 men. 

‘It would have been impossible to detach a corps from the 
army to occupy the Serra de Caramula after the action of the 
27th September, when it was found that Colonel ‘Trant had 
not arrived at Sardad. But that corps might have been hard 
pressed, and obliged to retreat, in which case it must have 
made its retreat upon Sardad and the north of Portugal *. 
It could not have rejoined the army ; and its services would 
have been wanting in the fortified position near Lisbon. It 
was therefore determined to rely upon Colonel Trant to occupy 
the Serra de Caramula, whose line of operations and of retreat 
was to the northward. Nothing that could have been done 
(excepting to detach a large corps) could have prevented the 
French from throwing a large force into the Serra de Cara- 
mula. Even after their loss on the 27th, they had at least 
12,000 or 14,000 men more than we had, and good as our 
position was, theirs was equally good. When they took the 
road of the Serra de Caramula, therefore, there was nothing 
for it but to withdraw from Busaco. 

‘ After quitting Busaco, there was no position which we 
could take up with advantage, in which we could be certain 
that we could prevent the enemy from getting to Lisbon 
before us, till we reached the fortified positions in front of 
that place, in which we arrived on the 8th of October ; and we 
finally took up our ground on the 15th. Shortly after we 
arrived, the Marquis de la Romana joined us with about 5000 
effective rank and file. 


* ‘ Nore.—This is the great difficulty in Portugal. The frontier is very long, 
and the country very narrow. The whole country is frontier; and every road in 
it leads to Lisbon. 
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‘ In the beginning of the month of November, the British 
army in Portugal consisted of 29,497 rank and file, of which 
2479 were cavalry ; and 465 infantry were at Lisbon. 

‘ The effectives of the Portuguese army consisted as follows: 
Infantry, 26,500, of which were at Elvas 1500, at Cadiz 11'73, 
and at Abrantes 1500, leaving 22,400 with the army. ‘The 
effective cavalry consisted of 2637, of which were at Elvas 163, 
Abrantes 76, in the north 130, and Estremadura 600 * ; leav- 
ing about 1500 cavalry with the army and at Lisbon; making 
the Portuguese army about 24,000 men. The British army 
was 29,000, and the Spanish army 5000, and the artillery 
made altogether about 60,000 men of the allies. 

‘The French army, at this time, could not have consisted 
of more than from 50,000 to 55,000 effective men. Their 
losses by death, desertion, and sickness, must have been con- 
siderable ; but still they could not, in the beginning of No- 
vember, be reduced lower than the numbers above stated. 

‘lhe question of attacking them was then well considered, 
and it was determined not to carry the measure into execution +. 
In fact, the chances of success were much against us. The 
enemy's force, but little inferior in numbers, was much supe- 
rior in quality to a large part of ours. Their position, as is 
the case in all strong countries, was nearly as good as our own. 
We could not have used our artillery against it. We could 
not have attempted to turn it without laying open some of the 
roads to Lisbon, of which the enemy would infallibly have 
taken advantage. ‘The French have shown, throughout the 
war in the Peninsula, but particularly in the last campaign in 
Portugal, that they invariably operate upon the flanks and 
rear, and communications of their enemy, never having any 
anxiety about their own; and, in fact, till they have beaten 
their enemy in the field, they never possess more than the 
ground they stand upon. ‘This fact is proved in Portugal by 
their having lost their hospital and every thing belonging to it 
at Coimbra, only on the day their head quarters left that place ; 


* « Nore.—In these numbers the present fit fur duty only are included. There 
were of course many cavalry detached from Elvas, Abrantes, and the head quar- 
ters of the corps in the north, but they had nothing to do with the operating 
army; and as the total of the fit for duty was 2637, they are accounted for ac- 
cordingly. 

¢ ‘See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of the 3rd November, for the state of the 
different armies. and for the reasoning upon au attack. 
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by the difficulty they have, and the constant losses they incur, 
in sending officers and messengers en courier, and by their 
total want of intelligence. 

‘ This system is the consequence of the mode in which they 
subsist their armies. They plunder every thing they find in 
the country. Every article, whether of food or raiment, and 
every animal, and vehicle of every description, is considered to 
belong of right, and without payment, to the French army ; 
and they require a communication with their rear only for the 
purpose of conveying intelligence, and receiving orders from 
the Emperor. 

‘Other armies cannot exist without a communication with 
their rear. The British army, in particular, must not lose its 
communication with its port of embarkation; and this is the 
principal cause of the great difficulties experienced in a con- 
test with the French. 

‘On the 14th of November, the French broke up from their 
position in front of the allies, with their right upon Sobral, 
and their left upon the Tagus, and retired by different routes 
to Santarem *. They here took a strong position, occupying 
the hill of Santarem with the 2nd corps as the head of their 
cantonments, having the 8th corps to support it on its right ; 
and the 6th corps, in a second line, at Torres Novas, Golegad, 
or towards the Zezere, over which river they had bridges ; 
and they occupied Punhete as a téte de pont. They were 
followed closely by the allied army; and from the intelligence 
received on the 17th from the left of the T'agus of the move- 
ments of the enemy from Santarem, it was believed that the 
army was in full retreat; and that nothing remained at San- 
tarem excepting, at the utmost, the 2nd corps as a rear 
guard. 

‘ The intelligence (which was received from Major General 
Fane) was confirmed by the probability that a retreat was the 
enemy’s intention. It was obvious that, as a military body, 
it was the measure which it was most expedient for them to 
adopt. 

‘ By a retreat into Spain, they would, first, have been able 
to provide their army with plenty of food during the winter. 


* « See letter to Lord Liverpool, of 21st November. 
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‘Secondly, they would have been able to put them into 
good and quiet cantonments. 

‘ Thirdly, they would have been able to provide their nu- 
merous sick with surgeons, medicines, &c., the whole of which 
they had lost. 

‘ Fourthly, they would have been able to clothe and re-equip 
their troops with shoes, &c., which they required. 

‘ Fifthly, they must have been perfectly aware that even 
should they be of insufficient strength to hope to make any 
impression upon the position of the allies in Portugal, they 
would experience no difficulty in regaining the position of 
Santarem from the frontier. 

‘And sixthly, they must have been aware that as long as 
they remained in the country, its cultivation would be im- 
peded ; and that by remaining they cut up by the roots the 
resources which were to enable them to attack the allies upon 
a future occasion. 

‘ These reflections contirmed the intelligence which had been 
received, that the enemy were in full retreat; and it was 
believed that the only troops on Santarem were of the %nd 


corps. 

“General Hill was therefore detached across the Tagus with 
the corps which had been under his command on the 18th, 
and head quarters were moved to Cartaxo*; and, on the I9th, 
when a suflicient body of troops to support the advanced guard 
had arrived, the orders were given, not, as is supposed, to 
attack the position of Santarem, but to cross the Rio Mayor 
river at different points, and attack the enemy’s outposts upon 
it, to enable us to reconnaitre more closely the position of San- 
tarem, and sce whether it was practicable to attack the post, 
and what the enemy’s real object was in maintaining himself 
there. 

‘ Owing to a mistake of the road by a brigade of guns, the 
attack could not be made as was intended, and in fact ordered ; 
and in the course of that night and the following morning so 
much rain had fallen as to render it impracticable to cross the 
Rio Mayor, or indeed scarcely to move the troops at all. 
We still, however, continued to work on with our troops on 
the right of the position of Santarem, on which side it appeared 


* ‘See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of 21st November. 
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most practicable to approach it, till the 22nd, when the enemy 
brought up troops of the 8th corps from their rear, and drove 
in our piquets beyond the bridge of Calhariz *. 

‘From this circumstance, and others of which we obtained 
a knowledge at about the same time, it was then obvious that 
they had their whole army between Santarem and the Zezere. 
The question of attacking the enemy on Santarem was then 
well considered ; and the notion was relinquished, as the plan 
was impracticable at that moment, on account of the state of 
the roads and rivulets, as well as because it was obvious that 
the enemy had their whole army collected in certainly the 
strongest position in Portugal. We could not succeed without 
immense loss; and we could not make the attempt at that 
time without incurring the risk of having some of our detach- 
ments insulated and cut off from all communication with the 
others. 

‘ About this time we heard of the movements of the enemy’s 
reinforcenients on the frontier; and General Silveira had, in 
November, been successful in an affair with an advanced guard 
which had been pushed across the Coat. This was the ad- 
vanced guard of a division formed under General Gardanne, 
consisting of convalescents belonging to the three corps in Por- 
tugal, of 1500 men, which had been sent into Spain in October 
as an escort to General Foy; and of two or three battalions 
belonging to the 8th corps, which had been detached to Gene- 
ral Serras by order of the Emperor, and were exclusive of the 
eighty nine battalions which entered Portugal. The whole 
were supposed to amount to 8000 men. 

‘ After the affair with Silveira, the enemy retired across the 


* ‘See dispatch to Lerd Liverpool, of 24th November. 

+ ‘See letter to Lord Liverpool, of the 30th November. Norsz.—When the 
disposition was formed for the defence of Portugal, the troops of the line and 
British troops were brought to the must vulnerable puints between the Douro and 
the Tagus, and to the south of the Tagus. The northern provinces were en- 
trusted to the northern militia, about 15,000 in number, which were the best in 
Portugal ; and they were divided into three divisions, one under General Silveira, 
another under General Miller, and a third under Colonel Trant, each division 
being sided by a body of regular cavalry and artillery ; and the whole under the 
command of General Bacellar. When the enemy’s attsck upon Portugal was de- 
cided between the Douro and the Tagus, these corps all crossed the Douro, and 
have continued ever since on this side of that river, engaged in various operations 
on the enemy’s communications; but their principal object is to defend the 
northern provinces. 
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Coa again, and went by the Upper Coa by Sabugal, and entered 
Portugal through Lower Beira, leaving the Estrella to the 
north on their right hand *. ‘They advanced till they reached 
the Tagus, when they suddenly turned about, on the 25th 
November, and retired into Spain, more in the manner of the 
flight of a mob than of the march of troops. The ordenanza 
of Lower Beira followed them and did them much mischief ; 
and they suffered much from the badness of the weather. 

‘On the 13th of December, a division of the 9th corps 
(which consisted of about twenty six battalions of infantry, 
and had entered Spain in September) broke up from Ciudad 
Rodrigo with this same division of Gardanne, in consequence 
of an order received from Paris, to make another attempt to 
enter Portugal. This division consisted of eleven battalions, 
and, with Gardanne’s, was supposed to be from 13,000 to 
16,000 men: they must have been at least 10,000 men f. 
They reached the army about the 27th or 29th December, 
having been attacked by Colonel Wilson’s division of militia 
on their passage of the Alva, and suffered some loss. They 
brought no provisions or stores with them. 

‘ Since that period, and indeed ever since they took up the 
position of Santarem, the attention of the enemy has been 
principally devoted to discover the means of passing the 
Tagus; and they view our corps on the left of the Tagus, 
which has continued there, with the utmost jealousy. The 
general report in their army, when they retired from Sobral, 
was, and my opinion is, that they intended immediately to 
cross the Tagus, and establish themselves in Alentejo, from 
which they were prevented by the passage of General Hill 
over that river on the 18th of November; and they are still 
prevented by the position of his corps, now under the com- 
mand of Sir William Beresford, on the left of the Tagus. 

‘From this memorandum, which applies to events up to 
the close of the year 1810, it will appear that we had done 
every thing in our power for the allies. ‘Till lately, we have 
always been inferior in number, and infinitely inferior in de- 
scription of troops to the enemy; and, adverting to the in- 
structions which I received, and their spirit and meaning as 


* “See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of 8th December. 
t ‘See dispatches to Lord Liverpool, 15th, 21st, and 28th December. 
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explained by other letters, I do not think that I should have 
been justified in attempting more than I have done. Indeed, 
since the enemy have occupied the position of Santarem, it 
would have been impossible to attempt any thing, owing to 
the bad state of the roads, and the swelling of the rivulets, by 
the rain. 

© WELLINGTON.’ 


‘ Nore.— When Regnier passed the Tagus in July, we were 
aware that Mortier would replace him in Estremadura; but 
the Marquis de la Romana considered his corps to be sufficient 
not only to keep him in check, but to beat him out of the 
province. In this last expectation he was disappointed very 
much by the misconduct of his officers, and a large part of his 
army was defeated by Mortier on the 11th of August *. The 
Marquis, however, still continued to hold his ground; and a 
brigade of Portuguese dragoons soon joined him, which had 
been detached to reinforce him in cavalry from the reserve 
which I had formed on the Tagus ft. 

‘ After Mortier had defeated this corps, he withdrew again 
into Andalusia, and the Marquis de la Romana followed him, 
and had some successes against his small posts. Mortier then 
advanced again into Estremadura, and the Marquis de la 
Romana retired; and on the 14th of September the Portu- 
guese cavalry defeated that of the enemy near Fuente de 
Cantos f. 

‘ The state of affairs in Portugal had induced the Marquis 
de la Romana to turn his attention to this side, at about this 
time; and he had determined to join the allied army with a 
part of his corps, leaving the divisions of Mendizabel and Bal- 
lesteros, and the cavalry, and all the garrisons, in Estremadura. 

‘ Mortier, upon hearing of the battle of Busaco, retired 
again into Andalusia on the 8th of October ; and the Marquis 
de la Romana was entirely at liberty to break up in Estrema- 
dura, and to join the allies without risk to the interests of that 
province.’ 


* ‘See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of the 22nd August. 
+ ‘See dispatch to Lord Liverpool, of the 1ith August. 
t ‘ See dispatch of the 20th September.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 24th February, 1811. 
‘ My pear BEREsForRD, Half-past 7 a.m. 

‘ A deserter came in yesterday from Santarem, a Spanish 
creole, belonging to the marine, who has been attached to the 
2nd corps, which he joined about two months ago with Gar- 
danne. He says that the enemy have in a wood, just above 
Santarem, two bridges, as he calls them ; and another at San- 
tarem, at which he says he had been employed at work. He 
could not speak any language very well, and I could not make 
him understand me, but I rather think that what he call bridges 
are rafts. He also says that they have brought down from the 
Zezere six gun boats, in which they passed over to an island 
the other day 300 men, and brought away thirteen bullocks and 
some pigs. He, as all the deserters whom I have seen, who 
have been employed at work, says that they have not been 
badly off for meat, but that the bread is very bad, and that 
they do not get a quarter of a pound a day, but that they 
have plenty of vegetables. 

‘I will send this fellow over to you, to point out where the 
rafts are, and the six boats, which I suppose they have armed ; 
and I think it would be worth while to risk a few men to 
endeavour to bring them off or destroy them. 

‘ This boat equipment at Santarem is certainly collected with 
a view to plunder. There are many cattle on Lumley’s plain 
below Almeirim, which must tempt them vastly ; and he should 
have strong piquets at the Quinta de Leite, &c.; and Lieut. 
Claxton should watch the stream well at night. 

‘ Clausels aide de camp is so badly wounded that I have 
not seen him, but I understand that he swears he will not 
lie for any body ; and says that each regiment in the army has 
in its possession biscuit for at least three weeks, besides large 
magazines of grain; that they had many sick about two 
months ago, but were becoming more healthy; that the 9th 
corps consists of three divisions, or forty-five battalions. 

‘ I was going to Sobral to-day, to sleep at Alemquer to-night, 
but the day is so bad that I should only get wet and see nothing. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. | ‘WELLINGTON. 


‘IT am going to Sobral, as the day appears better, and I 
shall be back to-morrow.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain 
the Hon. C. Cocks. 
* My pear Cocks, * Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 

‘I enclose you a letter which I have received from Lord 
Somers, and one for yourself, containing his desire that you 
should return to England. 

‘You must be as well aware as any expression of mine can 
make you, how severely we shall feel here the loss of your 
assistance and services; and I am convinced that you will not 
desire to go if the occasion for your going is not of that urgent 
nature which would render your remaining any longer with us 
an injury to your family and yourself. I therefore leave it 
to you to determine what you will do; and although I have 
lately referred all applications for leave of absence to the Com- 
mander in Chief, I will give you leave if you wish it. 

- © If you do go, I only hope that you will return to us as 
soon as you can. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Captuin the Hon. C. Cocks. ‘WELLINGTON. 


‘ I have received the account of your last success, which is 
very satisfactory.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dun 
Martin de la Carrera. 
€ Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of this day’s 
date, to which I proceed to reply. 

‘It is desirable, nay, necessary, that the army should be 
relieved, as much as possible, from the difficulty of providing 
for, and the trouble and difficulty of taking care of, the per- 
sons, as well officers as soldiers, who can render no service, 
and the animals, as well sick and unserviceable horses of the 
cavalry, and mules of the same description of the artillery, and 
both belonging to officers, &c. 

‘I have already stated, in my letter to General Virucs of 
the 5th instant, that all persons, or animals, of this description, 
ought to be sent to Alburquerque, Valencia de Alcantara, and 
Alcantara, to be kept there till they are fit to serve, or till 
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their services shall be called for ; and I repeat this recommend- 
ation, as the condition on which alone I can venture to afford 
the assistance of my Government to the re-establishment of the 
fifth army. 

‘ Accordingly, I request to have, Ist, a return, specifying 
the numbers of cavalry, men and horses, including officers, and 
their horses belonging to the cavalry, in a state fit for service. 

‘ Secondly, a return of the numbers of General and other 
officers of the Staff, and their horses, in a state fit for service, 
and whose services are necessarily required with the army. 

‘ Thirdly, a return of the number of officers, noncommis- 
sioned officers, and privates, with each regiment of infantry, 
fit for duty. 

‘ Fourthly, a return of the number of pieces of cannon with 
the army, the number of mules or horses necessary, and in a 
state of condition, to draw the same; and the number of offi- 
cers, and their horses, noncommissioned officers, and privates 
required, and able to do duty with the artillery. 

‘ Fifthly, a return of the number of animals belonging to 

the Real Hacienda, and the animals belonging to the baggage 
of the army, which it may be necessary to retain with the 
army. 
‘ 1 shall give directions that all these officers and soldiers, 
and animals, shall be regularly supplied with provisions, on 
condition that the others which are useless, and a burthen, 
shall be sent to the places which I have above pointed out, 
where they can recover, and from whence they can be brought 
as their services will be required. 

‘ The troops cannot be in a better situation for their re-orga- 
nization than Villa Vicosa, or Estremoz; and they should 
send the Real Hacienda, and the baggage, mentioned above in 
the 5th Article, not immediately required for the use of the 
troops, or to aid in procuring them subsistence, to Monte Mor 
6 Novo. The artillery might, with advantage, be brought up 
to the same place. 

‘I shall give an order that 1000 stand of arms, and sets of 
accoutrements, shall at present be delivered to the Spanish 
Minister at Lisbon for the use of the Sth army, and 1000 
pairs of shoes. 

‘In regard to clothing, I do not know that I have any at 
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my disposal. I have it not in my power to make any advance 
of money to the 5th army. At all events, it would not be 
reasonable to require the same sum to pay the troops in their 
existing condition which they required when they were joined 
with this army. In respect to the Portuguese cavalry, the 
whole that remains of the army having now retired within the 
Portuguese territory, in order to collect and refit, it is neces- 
sary that that brigade should remain at my disposition, till 
some progress shall have been made in refitting the army, and 
some other arrangements shall have been made. 

‘T again call your attention, and that of General Mendi- 
zabal, to the situation of Campo Mayor, and request to know 
what quantity of ordnance, and stores, and of what calibre, are 
in that place. It is most important for Badajoz that the enemy 
should not obtain possession of Campo Mayor. It would give 
him all that he requires for the siege of Badajoz. 

‘I cannot conclude this letter without again endeavoring 
seriously to impress upon your mind the necessity of enforcing 
discipline among the officers and soldiers of the army, and 
obliging them not to injure the property of the inhabitants of 
the country. The most serious misfortunes will be the conse- 
quence of not attending to my repeated recommendations on 
this subject. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Don Martin de lu Carrera. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Junta of Estremadura. 

‘ GENTLEMEN, * Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 
‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 19th 
instant, and I assure you that I am perfectly sensible of the 
importance to the cause of saving Badajoz. I am very desirous 
of having it in my power to contribute to the salvation of that 
place; and I shall not lose any opportunity of doing so, of 
which the means at my disposal may enable me to avail myself. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Junta of Estremadura.' * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

6 My pear Sir, « Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 
' © T have received your letters of the 24th and 25th instant. 
The former contains as many curious documents as any letter 
that I have ever seen. How little these people know of us, 
and how much less of the business of war, in which they are 
so desirous of meddling! The Bishop's plan of caricaturing 
and libelling me is admirable. 

‘If Lord Wellesley chooses it, however, he may bring that 
gentleman to his senses, by insisting upon his giving a decided 
answer to my letter of the 18th January. 

‘In respect to the want of provisions at Abrantes, and other 
wants on which I write to you this day, I repeat what I told 
you on the 16th; and till Dom M. de Forjaz contradicts, or 
recalls in an equally formal manner, the assertions in his note 
of the 14th, I shall give no assistance whatever to the Portu- 
guese army from the stores of the British army, let the con- 
sequences be what they may. I am instructed by the Go- 
vernment to give no assistance of this description, and yet I 
have been in the habit of giving it daily ; and, after all, I am 
to be held up to the world as the cause of the failures of the 
Portuguese Government, and the consequent disbanding of the 
army, in libels, &c., founded upon notes acknowledged to con- 
tain falsehoods to please a colleague. Till these notes are 
recalled or contradicted, I shall discontinue to give any assist- 
ance whatever. 

‘ Of course I concur in whatever has been done under your 
sanction to obtain the intelligence which you have sent me. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I beg you to send the enclosed letter by the packet if it 
should not have sailed.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ Str, ‘ Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose you a report from Sir William 
Erskine, of the want of bread by the Portuguese brigade of 
infantry at Marmeleiro, under the command of Brigadier 
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General Pack, which I request you to lay before the Portu- 
guese Government. 

‘It was settled by Marshal Sir William Beresford that there 
should always be six days’ bread for the troops in their can- 
tonments, especially those on the advanced post as these are ; 
but instead of that they have not one day’s bread, and in every 
week receive none for two or three days. 

‘I have also a complaint from two companies of Cacadores 
at Rio Mayor, who have received no bread for a week. 

‘The Portuguese Government, however, will expect that 
these troops should march whenever an opportunity shall offer 
for them to make an exertion. 

\ © It is impossible for me to authorise the British Commis- 
sariat to hand over rice to the Portuguese Government. Rice 
is to be purchased for money, at a cheap rate, in the markets 
of Lisbon. 

‘ The British Commissariat can purchase what they require ; 
and the officers and soldiers of the British army have sub- 
scribed to purchase rice, with which they make soup, to deliver 
out in all their cantonments to the starving inhabitants who fly 
from that part of the country in which the enemy are stationed; 
and I should think that the Government can experience no 
difficulty in procuring what they require of the same article 
for the use of their armies. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Marshal 
Str W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ Cartaxo, 26th February, 1811. 
€ My pear BeresrorpD, 4 past 8 a.m. 

‘I received yesterday, upon my return, your letter of the 
23rd at night, and in the evening your letters of the 24th and 
25th. I hope you received my letter of the 24th, enclosing 
one from Mendizabal about Campo Mayor. 

‘If you make a dash at the boats, I recommend, should it 
be made in the night, that the party should be small, not more 
than 50 or 60 men perhaps. 

‘I did not receive the second letter mentioned by Hardinge, 
containing the enclosures for Romana. 
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‘ The dragoon who brings the letters should have a cloth 
to roll them up in, as the cover is generally torn off them. 

‘I saw yesterday the Lusitanian legion, and the 8th regi- 
ment, and a brigade of 6 pounders in Campbell's division, and 
the two brigades of 3 pounders. There were about 2000 men 
under arms in the legion, and the 8th regiment altogether. 
The legion marched better than I expected ; but they did not 
stand very well under arms; and they are a miserable body of 
men. One third of them at least are too small and too weak 
to carry arms. The 8th are all boys, without one exception ; 
but they are very fine boys. They marched well, and stood 
tolerably well in the ranks. I cannot give my opinion upon 
the maneeuvring of either, as my fnend Campbell appears to 
have neglected that branch in the whole division; and I do 
not think that either English or Portuguese marched or formed 
according to principles. However, that will be remedied. 

* The mules in all the brigades are in working condition, and 
that is all: by no means in the state in which they ought to 
have been, after so much rest, and at the commencement of 
a campaign. I observed that almost all the artillerymen wore 
mustachios, which I think is contrary to your orders. 

‘ Whilst writing to you upon this subject, I may mention 
that I have heard that the 12th regiment, at Alhandra, is in 
very bad order. I think it would be desirable that General 
Hamilton should go over for a day or two and take a look at 
them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir WC. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 


‘I learn from England, by a letter of the 5th, that the 
Ministry are not to be changed. The King is better, and has 
in some degree recovered his sight.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


¢ My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 27th February, 1811, 

‘I received yesterday evening your two letters of the 26th. 
My opinion has always been, that the enemy construct works 
for the employment, as well as to afford conversation, to their 
troops. I believe their engineers, as well as ours, are always 
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willing to construct a work which costs nothing but the labor 
of the soldiers. 

‘ I will lend you transports for any purpose for which you 
may require them. You have only to state where you want 
to send them, and for how many. 

‘ I enclose the duplicate of my letter of yesterday, which we 
fear the guide who carried it took to the enemy, as we have 
not heard of his taking it to Mugem. 

| ‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I still send the duplicate, although I have reason to hope 
that the guide crossed at Valada.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘ My pear Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 27th February, 1811. 

‘I always considered that, although we might have a claim 
to salvage for the British ships and cargoes saved at Oporto, 
we had none for the Danish ships. This was, however, merely 
a private opinion, in which I was very likely to be wrong; and 
I am glad to find that the Government have decided otherwise. 
I understand that the appeal on the salvage question was 
decided in our favor on the 26th January; and I have been 
desired to send home lists of claimants, which I shall do im- 
mediately. I never had a doubt of the claim of yourself, the 
Semiramis, and Nautilus, to share in any benefit resulting from 
the capture of Oporto, and I understand from my letter that 
all the lawyers co-operated on the appeal. 

‘I enclose the only orders which I have received regarding 
prisoners or deserters by the last post. I never received those 
prohibiting their being sent home. 

‘It will give me ‘great pleasure to see you and Sir Joseph 
Yorke, when he shall arrive. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon, G. Berkeley. 


‘TI enclose the proceedings of a Court of Inquiry on James 
Gray, which I request you to peruse, and send me your opinion 
of him. I beg you to return the enclosed papers.’ 
- * 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
¢ My pear BERESroRD, * Cartaxo, 28th February, 1811. 

‘I received last night only yours dated the 26th and 27th 
a.m. I enclose the state of the 6th division, from which you 
will see how the corps stand. 

‘Stopford, Kemmis, and Peacocke are made Brigadier 
Generals, and all have brigades or commands already. I 
think, however, that I can remove 

‘ Now that you have mentioned it, I believe I recollect that 
there was an old breeze betwcen and » when both 
were in the I am not astonished at it, as was cer- 
tainly the most inattentive regimental officer that ever was seen ; 
and I should doubt that attention to his duty was his style 
even as a Gencral Officer. 

‘ The best way of settling the communication is to arrange 
how long the dragoons should be going each stage, and make 
the officer at each stage mark the hours of arrival and depar- 
ture; and then we shall see whether the delay, which is enor- 
mous (for I arrived here from where I left you in less than 
three hours), is to be attributed to the dragoons on this or the 
other side of the water, or to both, or to the seamen. Your 
letters scarcely ever arrive till eight o'clock at night. 

‘ The regulations about post horses are like every thing else 
done by the Portuguese Government. They first make a 
regulation, and then complain that we break it; then I adopt 
measures to insure obedience to it; and at last it ends in 
nobody obeying it excepting the British army. 
is as harsh about passports as he is about every 
thing else, and never gives one. I scarcely ever give one; and 
nobody else has any to give. I believe, however, that officers 
can get the post mules without posting orders, because the 
Government order in that respect is not obeyed; and besides, 
as you say, I believe that every clerk in office has the power 
of giving posting orders, about which we are so careful. 

© There is nothing new here. I was yesterday beyond Cal- . 
hariz. Every thing in the same state; but I thought I saw 
more soldiers walking about. The cavalry vidette was replaced 
upon the hill in front of Pero Filho. 

‘ By the bye, Regnier’s aide de camp said yesterday that 




















= the man who deserted lately in a boat is a robber and a mur- 
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derer. He is the Spanish creole whom I sent to you. He is, 
at all events, a liar of the first magnitude. He told Lumley, 
it appears, that he was brought round from Cadiz to Figueira 
two months ago, with 5000 men ! 

‘ I found the road at Calhariz rather dryer yesterday than 
usual, notwithstanding the recent rains, but still difficult for 
carriages. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. 


* Cartuxo, Ist March, 1811. 
€ My DEAR BERESFORD, 12 at noon. 

‘I received your letter of the 27th at night. Mr. Aylmer 
acted by the orders of the Commissary General, in carrying 
away the straw from the lower part of the left of the Tagus. 
However, as it is inconvenient to the troops there, I have 
given him directions to stop the removal of any more. I 
imagine, however, that there is now there more than you can 
consume. Mr. Kennedy is removing the straw from Bena- 
vente, and that part of the river. I have received your letter 
of the 28th. 

‘If you think you have too many troops close to the river 
left, and more than is necessary, and that the number in that 
part will render it difficult to move without the enemy’s know- 
ledge, you had better draw them in again; I should think, 
however, the frequent changes and reliefs of the troops there- 
abouts, would have the effect of inducing the enemy to doubt 
whether there was any great change, even if they should per- 
ceive a diminution of numbers. 

‘I had yesterday a telegraph communication from Elvas, 
that the French made a brisk attack upon Badajoz, about half- 
past three, but I did not hear how it ended, or whether it 
was with cannon, or an assault. This morning I have no 
intelligence. 

‘I am sorry to tell you that an officer, Lieut. Burke *, 45th, 
has deserted to the enemy, and has arrived at Santarem. 


* This officer was mad, and was left behind by Marshal Massena when he 
retreated. 


314 PORTUGAL. IS11. 


‘If the officer, who writes the enclosed, will state what his 
rank is, you may desire Mr. Ogilvie to give him a month’s pay. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


‘I am not certain that if you make the attempt on the boats, 
it would not be better to do it in a few smaller boats, than in 
one large.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 1st March, 1811. 
‘ Colonel Peacocke has been desired to send James Gray on 
board the Barfleur, to be disposed of as you may think proper. 
‘ Captain Cocks, of the 16th light dragoons, is going home, 
and as I understand that you propose to send a ship of war with 
the mail on Sunday, I shall be obliged to you if you will allow 
him to have a passage in her. | 
Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
© My DEAR SiR, * Cartaxo, Ist March, 1811. 

‘I received this morning your letter of the 27th. I have 
perused the paper on the grain at Lisbon, &c. It is satis- 
factory as far as it goes; but there is one material omission in 
it, and that is, what measures have been taken, or are in con- 
templation to adopt, to secure the supply for the remainder of 
the year. 

‘ You will observe that the ports of America will have been 
shut against us on the Ist of February. It is possible, nay, 
probable, that the grain for which you sent the £400,000, may 
not have quitted the ports of America at that time, and it is 
at all events desirable not to neglect any means which can be 
adopted to secure so desirable an object. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have lately received several anonymous letters, which I 
suspect have been written under the directions of the Principal, 
the Bishop, &c., and I shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will send me any papers you have in the hand writing of 
cither of those persons or their secretaries, &c.’ 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General 
Don Gabriel de Mendizabal. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 

‘ I had the honor of receiving this morning the letter of your 
Excellency, dated the 26th February, and General Leite has 
transmitted me a copy of that which you addressed to him on 
the 

‘When I addressed your Excellency on the 23rd instant, 
my wish was to draw your attention to the serious consequences 
to the town of Badajoz of the probable loss of Campo Mayor, 
if that place should not be secure from an attack by coup de 
main, and I stated to you that the place had been delivered 
over to the late Marquis de la Romana at his request, and 
under an honorable engagement to defend it. In your answer 
tome your Excellency has informed me that the place has 
already in it the number of men which I stated to be necessary 
for its defence against a coup de main, and in your letter to 
General Leite of the , you called upon him to assist in 
its defence, and for his opinion upon its defence ; which opinion, 
by a reference to my letter, your Excellency will find you were 
requested to ask only after Badajoz should fall, whether it was 
expedient, or otherwise, still to retain possession of Campo 
Mayor. My opinion is, that at all events the place must be 
kept till Badajoz shall fall, and when Badajoz shall fall, it will 
become a question whether the garrison should be kept in 
Campo Mayor, upon which I requested your Excellency to 
consult the opinion of General Leite. 

‘ In respect to the statement in your Excellency's letter of 
the 26th February, that there was already a garrison in Campo 
Mayor more numerous than that which I had stated to be 
necessary for its defence, I have to inform your Excellency 
that General Carrera informed me that there were in Campo 
Mayor 600 men, but 400 of them recruits without arms. I 
stated to your Excellency that 500 good infantry under a 
good commanding officer were necessary to preserve this place 
against an attack by coup de main by the enemy. 

‘ | have already informed your Excellency of my opinion of 
the importance of the preservation of Campo Mayor and Bada- 
joz, and of the honorable engagement entered into by the 
Marquis de la Romana, when he obtained possession of that 
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place at his own desire. Your Excellency will decide imme- 
diately whether you will, or will not, perform that engagement 
in the manner pointed out in my letter of the 23rd February, 
and will inform General Leite of your determination. If you 
should determine not to comply with the suggestions contained 
in that letter, I will then request you to deliver over the place 
to the charge of General Leite, as soon as he shall have troops 
prepared to take possession of Campo Mayor, according to 
instructions which will be sent to him. 

‘ I am concerned to learn that Badajoz is already distressed 
for provisions. I had understood from General Carrera that 
there were in Badajoz sufficient quantities of grain to last the 
garrison for six months, and meat to last the garrison for four 
months. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Gen. Don Gabriel de Mendizabal.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the Ist 
instant, and its enclosure from General Leite, which I return, 
together with General Leite’s to you of the « I 
likewise enclose a letter to General Mendizabal, which I re- 
quest you to peruse, and to forward open to General Leite, for 
his perusal. 

‘ My own opinion of Campo Mayor is that neither the fort, 
nor what is called the citadel, can be defended against a regu- 
lar attack. In its present state, (at least in the state in which 
it was in 1809, ) the citadel could not be defended at all against 
an enemy in possession of the town, without material improve- 
ments, which there are not means or time to make. The plan 
proposed by General Leite therefore will not answer. 

‘ When Campo Mayor was given over to the Marquis de la 
Romana, it was particularly stated to him that it was desirable 
not to place in that garrison any ordnance, or stores, which 
could be used in the attack of Badajoz or Elvas. I am appre- 
hensive, however, that this desire was not attended to, and 
that there are ordnance in the place, and stores, of which the 
enemy are in want for the attack of Badajoz. In this view, 
therefore, the preservation of the place is important to 
Badajoz. 
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‘ It is also important in another view, as, if the enemy have 
possession of Campo Mayor, it will be very difficult, if not 
impossible, to make any movement across the Caya for the 
relief of Badajoz, particularly if that river should be full. I 
do not consider the place to be of any importance in respect 
to Elvas. If Badajoz should fall there will be no want of 
ordnance and stores for the attack of Elvas. 

‘Campo Mayor is beyond the Caya, and all movements 
for the relief of Elvas must be made within that river. It ig 
not probable that a garrison of 500 men which would keep 
the place against an attack by coup de main, would do much 
good to Elvas upon the enemy’s communications with Badajoz, 
from which they would be at some distance, if the Caya 
should not be full. Still, however, there is a considerable 
population at Campo Mayor, whom it is desirable to save from 
the ravages of the enemy, and in this view it might be desirable 
to risk 500 men in Campo Mayor. 

‘ It might also be desirable in another view, viz., in case the 
enemy, after having obtained possession of Badajoz, should be 
desirous of entering the Alentejo, without attacking Elvas. 
Campo Mayor would then stand upon his communications, and 
he must either break ground before the place, which would 
create an important delay, or he must incur all the inconve- 
nience of leaving that place in our possession behind him. In 
these two views it might be desirable to risk the loss of 500 
men, to save the place, or to delay the enemy. 

‘I request you to communicate these opinions to General 
Leite, and desire him to determine whether he will endeavor to 
save the place, according to his own view of his means. From 
the correspondence which has already taken place with the 
Spanish Generals, he will observe that there is but little chance 
that they will attempt to hold the place after Badajoz shall fall, 
and indeed it is doubtful whether General Mendizabal will put 
in it the garrison which I deem necessary to defend it against 
a coup de main, even till Badajoz shall fall. If General Leite 
should find that to be the case, he cannot in my opinion do 
better than to send to Campo Mayor the detachment he pro- 
poses of the Portalegre militia, sending out of the place all 
the Spaniards, and their establishments. If he finds General 
Mendizabal determined to hold the place as recommended by 
me till Badajoz shall fall, but not disposed to hold it any 
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longer, and if General Leite should wish to hold it any longer 
upon the grounds of the reasoning contained in this letter, it 
would then be desirable that he should send there the Porta- 
legre militia immediately, and allow General Mendizabal to 
withdraw the-Spanish troops and establishments by degrees. 

‘ I agree in opinion with General Leite that it is not pro- 
bable that the enemy will attack Marvad. At all events, 300 
or 400 men are sufficient to defend that place against any 
attack, and he may safely send the remainder of the Portalegre 
militia to Campo Mayor. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, * Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811]. 

‘I return Leite’s letters upon Campo Mayor, and I enclose 
you an official letter upon that subject, which contains one for 
General Mendizabal. I have received one from him, in which, 
among other things, he now informs me, that Badajoz wants 
provisions ; fortunately, however, I believe the fact to be, as 
before stated by General Mendizabal, that having seized all the 
provisions in the houses of the inhabitants who had fled, the 
troops have enough to last for some months. Carrera so stated 
in an official letter I had from him the day before yesterday, 
when he was here. Badajoz was warmly engaged again yes- 
terday morning. 

‘A brig arrived yesterday, which spoke with Sir Joseph 
Yorke off Cape Finisterre, and I expect he will arrive this 
day. 

‘ The island of Mauritius is taken. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford. € WELLINGTON. 


‘ The report from Badajoz of this morning is, that there is 
a heavy fire there, and the defence very vigorous.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My pear Sir, | ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 
‘ I have received your letter of the 1st instant. I beg you 
to advert to my letter to you on the subject of our taking 
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charge of the Portuguese commissariat. I am apprehensive 
that it is impracticable to effect that object, without entering 
into all the details of the government. 

‘I believe that the answer to my letters respecting the 
soldiers has been dictated by the Bishop and Principal, as it is 
not in the friendly terms in which those letters were written 
formerly. 

‘Upon the subject of the duties on our consumption, I 
request you to advert particularly to a memorandum which I 
sent Mr. Dunmore, through the Commissary General, some 
days ago. 
m8 ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
«Sir, ‘Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the Ist 
Instant. 

‘ There has been no demand from the Portuguese Govern- 
ment that I have heard of, for the delivery of Michael Grace 
to the Portuguese authorities; when that demand shall be made 
it will be complied with. 

‘ You are the best judge of the propriety of any foreign 
government passing a sentence upon one of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, that he shall serve for five years on board his Majesty's 
fleet. 

‘I conclude that the soldier of the 16th light dragoons is 
given over to me, to be dealt with as I may think proper. 

6 I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 


‘I have the honor to transmit, for your Lordship's informa- 
tion, a return of supplies remaining in the British stores in 
Portugal, on the 28th ultimo. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


«I also enclose an estimate of the probable receipt and ex 
penditure from 25th February to 24th March.’ 


ee me 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd March, 18] 1. 

‘I have received your Lordship's dispatch, No. 7, of the 
28th January, regarding prisoners of war. 

‘ Admiral Berkeley had previously communicated to me the 
orders which he had received from the Admiralty, dated the 
5th January, not to send any more French prisoners or de- 
serters to England ; and I conceive that, till those orders are 
countermanded, the suggestions contained in Mr. Barrow’s letter 
to Colonel Bunbury, and those contained in former communi- 
cations, are unnecessary, as of course the Admiral will refuse to 
attend to any request from me to send home prisoners or de- 
serters. Indeed it would be improper to make such a request, 
as long as the orders of the 5th January are in existence. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.” * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
€ My Lorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 2nd March, 1811. 

‘ No event of importance has occurred since I addressed you 
on the 23rd of February. 

‘ The enemy have continucd their operations against Bada- 
joz, but without much effect; and the fire of the place is well 
kept up, and the garrison in good spirits. 

‘ General Mendizabal is endeavoring to collect and reor- 
ganize his corps at Villa Vicosa, in Portugal. 

‘ The enemy moved a large force, with cannon, upon Lieut. 
Colonel Grant, at Covilhad, on the 18th February, and he was 
obliged to withdraw the ordenanza from thence, and retire to 
Alpedrinha, where he was, according to the last accounts. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of any importance 
in front of this army. 

‘I am concerned to inform your Lordship that Lieut. 
Richard Burke, of the 45th regiment, deserted on the 23rd of 
February, and went over to the enemy at Santarem. The 
45th are stationed in the neighbourhood of Alcoentre, and he 
must have crossed the Rio Mayor river within our posts at 
Rio Mayor, and must have joined the enemy by some of the 
roads which lead into the right of their position. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ © WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Murshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 1811. 11 a.m. 

‘ I received last night your letters of yesterday, Nos. 1, 2, 
and 3. 

“I will speak to the Commissary General respecting the 
straw, and the commissariat arrangement mentioned in No. 8, 
upon both of which I will request him to write to Mr. Ogilvie. 

* Our correspondent at Salamanca is certainly well informed 
of every thing i should think that Claparède has been very 
desirous of coming down from Guarda, at least if the climate 
is what it was last year. 

‘ The desire of the Government to appoint Le Cor to the 
government of the Minho is consistent with their other recent 
proceedings, to form a separate Portuguese interest in this 
country. My opinion is that if we cannot get Massena out of 
his present situation, and alter the whole state of the war, 
Bessieres will invade Tras os Montes and the Minho at an 
early period of the season; and I would depend upon Colonel 
Wilson in Minho, much rather than upon Le Cor, who, as 
you observe, could not well be replaced where he is. But you 
will find that the Government will not yield this point, and I 
should not be surprised if the Bishop and Principal made their 
stand upon it. 

‘ Baron Eben has made some curious discoveries at Lisbon, 
and has given Mr. Stuart some papers written by those per- 
sonages, which tend to show their folly, equally with their 
mischievous dispositions. Among other plans they have one 
for libelling and caricaturing me in England! They com- 
plain that you and I have had hunting parties ! and that I eat 
a good dinner at Oporto, instead of pursuing Soult ! | 

‘I have this day discovered that some of the anonymous 
letters to me are written by the Principal, and I suspect others 
by the Bishop. But this last is not quite so clear. These are 
men to govern a nation in difficult circumstances ! 

‘There was a very brisk attack upon Badajoz yesterday, 
and I was apprehensive, by the last report in the evening, that 
the enemy had got into the covered way. But the report of 
this morning is that the place continues to defend itself, and 
that there was a heavy fire of musketry on the esplanade. So 
that the enemy are not in the covered way. 

VOL. VII. Y 
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‘I enclose letters from Blunt. It is almost useless to write 
to the Government upon any subject ; they will not do what 
we desire them. Indeed I doubt if they can. Cocks has 
already informed me of this disorder at Caldas, and I have 
removed the dragoons from thence. 

* You will also see another letter from Blunt, which Murray 
has, upon the subject of cattle seized by the 2lst regiment, 
upon which I write to Mr. Stuart. But it is all useless. 
General Lumley appears to have been on the alert last night. 
What do you think of his alarm ? 

6 Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 1811. 

‘I enclose a letter from Colonel Ellis of the 23rd regiment, 
and its enclosures, containing a request that sixty pieces of 
Russia duck, consigned to him from England for the use of 
the 23rd regiment under his command, may be passed through 
the Custom house, duty free, which I beg to lay before the 
Governors of the kingdom, with my request that this applica- 
tion may be complied with. 

‘ I beg you to return the enclosures. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My DEAR SiR, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 2nd instant. One of the 
anonymous letters to me is positively written by Principal 
Souza. Two others are, I think, written by the Bishop; but 
of this last I cannet be so certain, as his note to Baron Eben 
is written upon good paper, with a good pen; the letters writ- 
ten by the same person to me are upon bad, brown paper, with 
a bad pen. ‘The characters in both are very similar; and I 
have but little doubt that the letters are written by the Bishop. 
It would be very desirable to see more of his writing, if you 
can get some for me. If I can prove the fact clearly, I shall 
send the letters to the Prince Regent, that he may see what 
clever fellows the Governors of the kingdom are. 
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‘ The British army are now nearly two months in arrears of 
the usual mode of payment, and I believe there is no money 
now in the military chest. I will, however, speak to the Com- 
missary General ; but is it not desirable to come to a settlement 
with the Portuguese Government, at least up to the close of 
the last year? 

‘ You do not mention the dates of the accounts from Sam- 
payo from Alexandria. 

‘ We must think of some means of getting more grain, 
otherwise this miserable people will starve. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I sent you, on the 25th August, a letter from Principal 
Souza to me, of the 15th August, which you never returned 
to me, but which would be likely to throw more light on the 
anonymous letter, and probably enable me to do with it what 
I wish.’ ° 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
«Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 181 1. 

6 I enclose the extract of a letter from Brigadier General 
Blunt, containing a complaint of an officer and party of the 
21st regiment, for seizing and carrying off the cattle of the 
inhabitants. 

‘ I have repeatedly represented to the Government the ne- 
cessity of providing for the wants of their troops, if they in- 
tended that their discipline should be preserved, or that they 
should exist in the state of a military body at all. 

‘It is impossible to punish soldiers, who are left to starve, 
for outrages committed in order to procure food ; and, at all 
events, no punishment, however severe, will have the desired 
effect of preventing the troops from seizing what they can get 
to satisfy their appetite, when neglected by those whose duty 
it is to supply their wants. 

‘ There is certainly no want of cattle, but the Government 
will not adopt the measures to procure funds to purchase them ; 
and the troops are left to plunder any property which may 
unfortunately fall in their way. 

‘TI have also to mention that Sir William Erskine again, 
yesterday, reported to me the wants of General Pack’s brigade, 
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and their consequent sickness. This is the fifth day that they 
have been without bread. 

‘ The season is now approaching, during which it may be 
expected that the roads will become practicable, and that the 
troops may move. Whatever the enemy may have done, it 
has never been possible to move either the Portuguese or 
British troops in Portugal without supplies of provisions; 
and of course it cannot be expected that any will be found in 
any part of the country under existing circumstances. 

‘I request the Government to advert seriously to this fact, 
and to turn their minds to measures which shall provide their 
operating troops at least with the supply of a few days. 

‘If any opportunity were now to offer, as it probably will 
soon, of making an advantageous movement, I declare that I 
do not know how I can move the Portuguese troops, as they 
are entirely destitute of all means of supply. 

‘ This is a subject which must be brought under the con- 
sideration of the King’s Government. His Majesty supplies 
not only the pay, but money to pay for the provisions of 30,000 
men; yet these men are not better provided than others, for 
the whole army is absolutely without food. 

‘I would also beg to observe, that in consequence of the 
want of food, and the want of means in the hospitals, the effec- 
tive strength of the Portuguese army diminishes every month, 
while that of his Majesty’s troops increases. 

‘I have the honor to be, &e. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

« Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 181). 

‘I beg that you will draw the attention of the Government 
toa fact that has come to my knowledge, viz., that there is a 
very dangerous contagious fever among the inhabitants at 
Caldas, and suggest to them the expediency of sending medical 
aid to Caldas. It is desirable that if the Government should 
determine to adopt any measure on this subject, no time 


should be lost. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honoraëble 
Henry Wellesley. . 
< Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 1811. 

‘ T enclose a letter from Don Martin de la Carrera, and the 
answer to it, which will explain to you the state of the fifth 
Spanish army, and the measures to be adopted to collect and 
refit it. 

‘It is very desirable, on many accounts, that the officer 
appointed to command this army should join it, and that the 
Government should make an exertion to send here some money 
for its use. 

“I likewise enclose a correspondence which I have had with 
the Junta of Estremadura. I likewise enclose two letters 
which I have received from General Mendizabal, in answer to 
letters from me, of which I enclosed copies in my last dispatch. 

‘1 beg you to observe that in the first, the misfortune which 
occurred at Badajoz on the 19th instant is attributed to me, 
because I did not send cavalry to reinforce General Mendi- 
zabal. I believe it is more necessary for the to justify myself 
for having trusted General Madden’s brigade to the direction 
of General Mendizabal, than for having omitted to reinforce 
General Mendizabal with British cavalry. 

‘ Till it can be shown that 10,000 Spanish infantry, and 
1500 cavalry, with cannon, in a good position, having one 
flank resting upon the outworks of Badajoz, ought not to be 
expected to defend themselves against 4000 French infantry 
and 1800 cavalry, for that is the whole of the French force 
employed upon this occasion, this misfortune will not be 
attributed to me. 

‘ he second letter is an answer to mine of the 23rd, a copy 
of which went to you by the last post, relating to Campo 
Mayor; and I refer you to my answer to it, in which you will 
find an exposition of the want of candour of General Mendi- 
zabal, in assuring me that there was a garrison in Campo 
Mayor, more numerous than that which I had suggested 
should be left there, as in fact two thirds of them were recruits 
without arms. 

‘ I also beg leave to refer you to General Mendizabal's letter 
to General Leite, upon the subject of this fortress, which is 
referred to in my letter to General Mendizabal of yesterday. 

‘ I have reason to believe that there is no want of provisions 
at Badajoz. It is certainly true that none had been provided ; 
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but when the communication with the place was opened in the 
beginning of February, after the enemy had invested it, the 
inhabitants were obliged to quit the place; and they left 
behind them their provisions, which have been seized for the 
troops. I understand that they had, as the inhabitants of the 
Peninsula in generale have, a supply in their houses to last 
them for the year. 

‘I likewise enclose a letter from General Ballesteros, giving 
an account of a success he has had against the enemy. I un- 
derstand that General Ballesteros has since received orders to 
approach nearer to Cadiz. 

‘ The enemy have continued their attack upon Badajoz, and 
commenced a heavy fire upon the place on the 28th instant. 

‘ They have intrenched one battalion on the heights of St. 
Christoval, and have some cavalry upon the Caya, and upon 
the Gevora. 

‘ They appear inclined to construct a bridge over the Gua- 
diana, below Badajoz, and have commenced a téte de pont. 
They have got possession of some of the pontoons belonging 
to the bridge, which was in Badajoz, and which were removing 
to Elvas, in consequence of my repeated suggestion, when the 
Spanish army was surprised and defeated. I was assured that 
these pontoons were destroyed ; but it now appears that the 
enemy have possession of them. 

€ I have the honor to be, &c. - 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 
« My pear Henry, ‘ Cartaxo, 3rd March, 1811. 

‘ T enclose my dispatch of yesterday. We have a telegraph 
communication with Elvas; and there has been hard fighting 
at Badajoz for the last three days. There was a heavy fire 
there this morning; and it appears that the enemy had not 
yet established themselves on the glacis. 

‘Sir Joseph Yorke is not yet arrived, but he was spoken to 
off Cape Finisterre three days ago. 

‘ Accounts had been received in England before he left it, 
that the Island of Mauritius had surrendered, the inhabitants 
having refused to co-operate in its defence. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. € WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* My pear Beresrorp, *Cartaxo, 4th March, 1811. 

‘I received last night your letters, Nos. 4 and 5, of the 2nd, 
one of 10 a.m., and one of half past 2 p.m. of yesterday. Madden 
must act according to his former instructions, separate from 
the Spaniards, in case the French should enter the Alentejo. 
Otway must fall back upon you, losing no time if the enemy 
should take the Estremoz road, which he certainly will not. 

By the last telegraph of yesterday, it appears that Bada- 
joz had the best of it. ‘The enemy’s fire had ceased, and the 
fort’s continued. I will order transports for your recruits, but 
if the intelligence of the enemy’s movements be true, I con- 
clude that you would prefer that they should march. 

‘To whom is the agent of transports to communicate at 
Oporto? Would you wish the recruits to land at Peniche ? 
Have they any officer to take charge of them in the trans- 
ports, or to draw their provisions for them ? 

‘ The regiments of Arganil, &c., had better be collected at 
Oporto, and we will eventually bring them down to the lines. 

‘I think it likely that the enemy are about some move, but 
we have so frequently been disappointed that it is impossible 
to be certain. ‘There is no alteration whatever in front. I 
have the report of this morning, and I was yesterday evening on 
the left of Elder’s post. I am going to look atthe 3rd division. : 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘The Ethalion is arrived, but the three deckers are supposed 
to be blown off by the easterly wind. It is now five days 
since they were spoken to. I understand that the ships are 
now off the bar.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellingion, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Lumley. 
‘ Cartaxo, 4th March, 1811. 
‘My pear GENERAL, Half past 6 p.m. 

‘I received your note of this morning. I shall be very 
much obliged to you, if you will let me know at an early hour 
to-morrow morning, if you should perceive any difference at 
Santarem in the course of this night, or in the morning. 

| * Believe me, &c. 


‘ Major Gen. the Hon. W. Lumley. * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th March, 1811. 6 a.m. 

‘IT received last night your letter of the 3rd at night, and 
that of the 4th, ten in the morning. 

<I went to the front yesterday, after returning from the 
review, and I could perceive no difference, excepting that there 
were no howitzers in the work, or in the low ground. There 
were two guns of small calibre in the work, and one in the 
fleche in the low ground. The: other fleche was masked. I 
could not perceive any guns on the heights. Bushes had been 
laid to cover the stations which they had occupied, and I con- 
clude that these have been removed. The outposts were the 
same ; and I did not observe any other alteration on the great 
heights, excepting that all the people I saw were fully ac- 
coutred. 

‘ I have not yet received the report of this morning; but I 
should think that the movement of the troops has not yet been 
made, at least generally. It is probable that the baggage, 
stores, and the heavier part of the artillery, have been sent off, 
but that the effective part of the army still remains. 

‘ There was no alteration on the outposts on our left yester- 
day. Ihave, however, closed up Cole’s division to this place 
this morning; and I have ordered Sir William Erskine to 
Azambujcira, &c., in case matters should be found this morn- 
ing in such a state as to render it expedient to make an attack 
upon the position. 

‘In respect to your corps, the former plan, in case of the 
retreat of the enemy, was, that it should cross the Tagus at 
Abrantes, and annoy the enemy on his supposed march through 
Lower Beira. It is not probable that he is going that way. 

‘ However, I think that if you find the movement in your 
front to be decided, you should detach a brigade of infantry, 
with some cavalry and artillery, to Abrantes, to obtain posses- 
sion of the right bank of the Tagus as low as the Zezere; and 
then bring the bridge of Abrantes down, and place it upon the 
Tagus, in such a situation as will give us a short communica- 
tion between the two corps This will be an object, whatever 
may be the future line of our operations. 

‘The reinforcements have arrived, and we shall be able in 
a few days to attack the enemy if he retains this position, or 
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possibly to attack him in any other which he may take; or if 
he quits the Tagus, to detach sufficiently to Abrantes. ‘The 
bridges at the places which I have pointed out will facilitate 
the execution of any measure which it may be expedient to 
adopt, if the enemy should retreat. 

‘ The most efficient measure, if the enemy should retire from 
the Tagus with a view to take up another position in Portugal, 
would be to follow and attack him; but there are positions, 
for instance that on the Alva, which he might take, which it 
would be equally impossible to attack, as it has been hitherto 
that in which he is. 

‘In the mean time, we cannot rely upon Badajoz holding 
out, or that the besieging army will not receive another rein- 
forcement; and I am therefore inclined to be of opinion that 
we ought to take advantage of the enemy’s quitting the Tagus 
to relieve that place, and set up again the army of the left. 
In this case also the bridge will be necessary. 

¢ There is another inducement to adopt this last measure, 
which is, that the further the enemy goes back, the nearer he 
will be to Claparéde, by the addition of whose force he will 
again counterbalance our reinforcement. 

‘The 9th and 21st were very weak yesterday, but in very 
good order, and they manceuvred and marched well. ‘The 
artillery mules attached to the 3rd division were not very good, 
nor in very good condition ; scarcely so well as those I had 
seen at Quinta da Torre. 

‘ Badajoz made two sorties yesterday, and, it is said, de- 
stroyed a battery. The force of the place was superior to that 
of the besiegers throughout the day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ Cartaxo, 5th March, 1811. 
‘ My pear BERESFORD, 12 at noon. 

‘ All the accounts which I have received this morning tend 
to confirm the notion which I communicated to you this morn- 
ing, that nothing had yet moved, except baggage and sick. 

‘ The increasing inefficiency of the Portuguese army, and 
the certainty that when we move, the burthen of supplying 
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their troops will fall upon us, or that the troops must starve, 
have induced me to turn my attention seriously to the. mode of 
supplying them, and I enclose a memorandum which I have 
communicated to the Commissary General, with notes upon it, 
according to which I think the business can be done. Let me 
know whether you concur in this plan, and if you do I will 
have it laid before the Portuguese Government. I should 
have wished to include in this arrangement a plan for supply- 
ing the militia in the lines, which is an intolerable burthen 
upon us; but I fear that if the Portuguese Government 
undertake it, they will not feed them, and then we shall lose 
the services of all the militia and ordenanza. 

‘ The complaint against the Portuguese hospitals, and de- 
positos, continues to be general. Pack told me yesterday that 
when their men return to him, which is but seldom, they have 
neither arms, accoutrements, clothing, nor necessaries, and are 
really worse than useless. General Picton says the same. Do 
your men carry to the hospitals with them a list of their neces- 
saries, &c.? and is a register kept at the hospital of what each 
brings? with what marks, &c. &c.? Is there an officer re- 
sponsible for the men’s things while they are in hospital, as 
our purveyor is? All this is worthy of consideration, and re- 


quires regulation. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Return the enclosed papers.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 5th March, 1811. 
‘J shall be very much obliged to you if you can make it 
convenient to send to Oporto infantry transports to carry 800 
men, in order to remove to Lisbon that number of recruits 
belonging to the Portuguese army who are at that place. 
‘IT have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


1811. SANTAREM. 331 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ Sir, ° * Cartaxo, 5th March, 1811. 

‘I enclose the extract of a letter which I have received from 
a correspondent at Santarem, stating the reasons given by two 
deserters from the Portuguese army for their desertion. 

‘ I beg you to draw the attention of the Government to this 
paper, and particularly to that part of it which relates to the 
satisfaction shown by the enemy upon any prospect of disunion 
among the allies. 

‘ The state of want in which the Portuguese troops are kept 
must occasion desertion, as well as other evils; and it is an 
extraordinary proof of the attachment of the Portuguese sol- 
diers to their country that this crime has not been more fre- 
quent, considering the privations which they endure. 

‘ These privations, however, are thinning the ranks of the 
army in a lamentable degree ; and in fact every soldier pro- 
duced in the ranks costs as much as two. I yesterday inspected 
the 9th and 21st Portuguese regiments, and there were under 
arms only 1319 men, whereas the strength of these two regi- 
ments, by the last returns, was 2476. A few days ago I 
inspected the Lusitanian legion, and the two battalions pro- 
duced only 1100 men: their strength, according to the last 
return, was 1765. The 8th regiment, in like manner, produced 
under arms only 856: their strength, according to the last 
return, was 1150. 

‘From these circumstances the Government will see what 
an enormous expense is incurred for the small number of men 
produced in the field, owing to defective arrangements, and 
their omission to adopt measures repeatedly recommended to 
their attention, and ordered by his Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent, to augment the resources of the country. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Santarem, 5th March, 1811. 

‘The great inefficiency of the Portuguese Commissariat, 
and the increasing evils which are the consequence of it, have 
induced me to endeavor to discover some mode by which some 
assistance might be given to the Portuguese Government in 
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this branch of their concerns ; and, having consulted with Sir 
William Beresford and the Commissary General, F enclose a 
memorandum of an arrangement, according to which a large 
part of the Portuguese army will be fed by the British Com- 
missariat, at the expense of the Portuguese Government ; and 
it is to be hoped that, being relieved from the necessity of sup- 
plying so large a proportion of the operating army, the Por- 
tuguese Government will supply the remainder in an efficient 
and satisfactory manner. 


‘I beg you to let me know, as soon as possible, whether 


this plan will be adopted. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. *‘ WELLINGTON. 
MEMORANDUM. 


‘ Cartaxo, 5th March, 1811. 

‘ In order, if possible, to render the Portuguese army more 
efficient, and to provide more effectually for the subsistence of 
the Portuguese troops, it is proposed, 

‘ First ; that the British Commissariat shall supply with pro- 
visions the Portuguese troops serving in British divisions, that 
is to say, Colonel Champelmond’s, Colonel Harvey's, General 
Spry’s, Baron Eben’s, and General Coleman’s brigades, besides 
the Ist and 3rd Caçadores in the light division, which will be 
supplied as usual. 

‘ Secondly ; this arrangement will include the supply of pro- 
visions for the artillerymen, and forage for the mules attached 
to the brigades of Portuguese artillery serving with these several 
divisions, and forage for the mules attached to the regiments 
for the carriage of baggage and musket ammunition; and it 
must be understood that these animals must go a reasonable 
distance to the magazines for their forage, in the same manner 
as those belonging to the British army. 

‘ Thirdly ; the ration for each officer and soldier is to continue 
the same as it has been heretofore ; that is to say, half a pound 
of meat, and wine, and a pound of biscuit, or a pound and a 
half of bread. ‘The arrangement for beef issued to the Portu- 
guese troops by the British Commissariat, made in May last*, 
is to continue as heretofore; and the troops are to receive 


* See Vol. VI. pp. 87 and 143. 
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in the whole either three quarters of a pound of meat, and 
“wine or spirits, or a pound of meat without wine or spirits, for 
one quarter of a pound of which they are to be under stop- 
pages, and for the whole of which the Portuguese Government 
are to pay the British Commissariat, as settled by that arrange- 
ment. 

‘ Fourthly ; the detail of the deliveries of the rations is to be 
made to the troops by the Portuguese Commissariat ; and the 
British Commissariat with the several divisions will have 
nothing to do but to supply the Portuguese Commissary at- 
tached to the brigade in the division with the quantities of 
bread, meat, and forage, which he will require daily for the 
Portuguese troops, for which he will take the Portuguese Com- 
missary’s receipts. 

‘ Fifthly ; the British Commissariat is to keep a separate 
account of the issues under the head of the arrangement of 
1810, and arrangement of March, 1811, which he will forward 
on the 24th of every month to the Commissary General. 

‘ Sixthly; the Portuguese Government are to pay for the 
supplies thus delivered to the Portuguese troops, according to 
the 6th Article of the arrangement of June, 1809; that is to 
say, the full price which those articles will have cost the British 
Commissary General, with a reasonable addition for the ex- 
pense of transport from the magazines, with the exception of 
beef issued under the arrangements of May, 1810, which is 
to be paid for at the rate then settled. 

‘Seventhly ; it is to be clearly understood that the British 
Commissariat have nothing to say to the replacing of mules 
lost or knocked up in the service of the artillery, or in the 
carriage of ammunition and baggage, or with any of the de- 
tails of the Portuguese Commissariat, beyond the issue to the 
Portuguese Commissariat of the quantity of provisions and 
forage necessary for the consumption of the troops. 

© WELLINGTON.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
« My pear BERESFORD, ‘Cartaxo, 6th March, 1811. 5 A.m:- 
‘I have received an account from Lumley that the enemy 
have evacuated Santarem, and from our advanced posts that 
they have withdrawn from Ponte d’ Asseca. 
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‘I am just going up to Santarem, where I will move head 
quarters this day. I will desire Lumley to move the boats 
up, in order that we may communicate this way. 

‘The directions in my letter of yesterday are applicable to 
the state of affairs at present. Let us have the bridge down 
as soon as you can. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Bereaford, K.B. € WBLLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
¢ My DEAR Beresrorp, ‘ Santarem, 6th March, 1811. 4 P.x. 

‘I am just now returned from Pernes. All is clear on this 
side of that river, over which the enemy have destroyed both 
bridges, that at Pernes, and that at Ponte Velha. The light 
division is at the former, General Nightingall's brigade at the 
latter, and the Ist, 4th, and 6th divisions either are, or will be 
here this evening. Sir William Erskine is at Alcanhede, and 
will be at Torres Novas to-morrow. The 3rd division is at 
Rio Mayor; but the 5th, and General Campbell's brigade, 
do not move till to-morrow. 

‘I shall have head quarters to-morrow at Torres Novas, 
with the Ist division; the 4th and 6th will be on the right, 
either at, or well on towards Golegad. 

‘I shall be obliged to you if you will send an express to 
General Leite, and desire him to tell the Governor of Badajoz 
by telegraph that he must hold out to the last extremity, that 
Massena has begun to retire, and that he may expect assistance 
as soon as it is in my power to give it him. Desire Leite to 
warn him to keep that communication secret. 

‘ Castaños is arrived at Lisbon. 

‘The expedition had sailed from Cadiz. I doubt their 
success. 

‘I cannot do more for you in the Commissariat way than 
I proposed to you. Mr. Kennedy and I considered the matter 
well; and the truth is, that our Spaniards would not attend 
your troops, and I should not like to undertake any thing for 
the Portuguese Government that I could not perform. I 
know that we could not depend upon the Portuguese mules 
and carriages. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellingion, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
© My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Torres Novas, 7th March, 181). 

‘ I was out all day, or should have written to you. 

‘ The enemy have quitted the Tagus and Zezere, and have 
burnt their boats, and retired to Thomar and Chad de Macaens. 
Their movement to this last place, and the report of the 
country that they are going to Coimbra, induce me to defer 
moving the troops from Pernes and Alcanhede till I shall 
have ascertained their designs more clearly than I have as 
yet. Some of our people were near them this day, but they 
showed no signs of a desire to turn upon us. They were re- 
ported to be in strength. | 

‘ Two of Beresford’s brigades are on this side of the Tagus. 

‘You shall hear from me again in the morning, if I should 
learn any thing in the night. In the mean time it is desirable 
that the troops at Pernes should be ready to march, and that 
the guns should be got over the river. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘ Nightingall is at Atalaya. Sir William Erskine here.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘Torres Novas, 7th March, 1811. 
€ My pear Beresrorp, 4 past 11 a.m. 

‘It is said here that the French have taken the road of 
Chad de Macaens and Coimbra, and that Massena went and 
slept at the former last night, and was to be at Pombal this day. 
I cannot believe these rascals, who appear very unwilling to 
give any intelligence. 

‘If Coimbra was their object, the movement would have 
been shorter, more easy, and more easily concealed by a march 
direct from Santarem upon Porto de Moz and Leyria, although 
Captain Todd says that road is very bad. At all events 
Junot’s corps at Alcanhede might have moved that way, and 
yet all have come here. 

‘I send the advanced guard on to Payalvo, at all events, 
from whence I shall get further intelligence. 
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The head quarters will be here this day, and the Ist di- 
vision ; the 4th and 6th at Golegad. 
‘I should be very glad to see you if you could come over 
here. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ¢ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have just received your letter of half past six a.m. 
Until I know where you will have the bridge, it is difficult to 
point out where your troops should be ; but I think if you can 
get one brigade over it, it should be at Tancos. 

‘Six p.m.—P.S. Since writing the above, I find that Mas- 
sena slept at Chad de Magaens last night; and there was, 
besides, some baggage there. They may still, however, be 
going there. Sir Brent has stopped at Pernes, and 1 shall 
halt him there to-morrow if the enemy’s line should not be 
clear.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to 
Major General Nightingall. 


* Torres Novas, 71h March, 1811. 
¢ My pear NIGHTINGALL, . 12 at noon. 

‘The enemy have retired from hence, and I have ordered 
the light division upon Lamaroza, and the cavalry to Payalvo; 
and I wish you would move upon Atalaya, and communicate 
with the light division. 

‘ Believe me, &c. | 
* Major General Nightingall. * WELLINGTON. 


‘ Send the enclosed over to Beresford.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Bacellar. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Thomar, 8th March, 1811. 

‘I have to inform you that the enemy retired from their 
position at Santarem, &c., on the night of the 5th instant, and 
I have only this day been made certain that they were direct- 
ing their march upon the Mondego with a view to cross that 
river, probably at Coimbra ; and the report given out in this 
part of the country is, that they intend to endeavor to obtain 
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possession of Oporto. I am following them closely with the 
allied army. 

‘ I request you, however, to advert to your instructions, and 
to consider the safety of Oporto as the primary object of your 
attention. 

‘If you should find that the enemy turn towards Viseu, you 
will of course do every thing in your power to annoy them in 
their march; but send your baggage, &c., across the Douro, 
and have all the means prepared of crossing over all your troops 
at Lamego, which troops I rely upon to defend the passage of 
the Douro against the enemy, as well at Oporto as at Lamego 
or elsewhere. 

‘I conclude that Colonel Trant will have retired from Co- 
imbra upon the bridge of the Vouga, which he should destroy, 
and from thence upon Oporto. 

‘The enemy have no boats with them; and I hope to be 
able to press them so hard that they can get none in the 
Mondego. One of the first objects of your attention therefore 
should be to secure the boats in the Douro all on the right 
bank ; also those at Aveiro, and in the Vouga. 

‘ Marshal Sir William Beresford not being with me, 1 send 
you this letter direct. 

‘ have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ General Bacellar. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellingtun, K.B., to Major General Sontag. 


6 My pear Sir, * Thomar, 8th March, 1811. 

‘When I appointed you to command at Torres Vedras, 1 
knew that I gave you charge of the most important point in 
our position; and I have detained you there contrary to your 
inclination, because I conceived the public service still required 
your stay. 

‘ As, however, the enemy have retired, and the war is now 
likely to assume a new shape, it is but justice to you to remove 
you to a situation of more activity, according to your desire ; 
and accordingly, when you shall be recovered (of which I hope 
soon to hear), I shall appoint you to one which I hope will be 
agreeable to you. 

F ? ‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General Sontag: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

VOL. VIE. z 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* My DEAR Sir, ‘Thomar, 8th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 6th, and I agree in 
opinion respecting sending the troop ships to Oporto. We 
must mind our hits at that place, however, for a short time, as 
we hear that the enemy talk of going there, which is scarcely 
possible ; but they are in such a state of distress, that it may 
be expected that they will try any thing, however desperate. 
But I follow them closely ; and they will find it difficult to 
stop any where, for any purpose, till they shall draw near the 
frontier. 

‘ I refer you to my letter to Mr. Stuart for the news. 

‘I shall write to my brother and Mr. Duff upon the subject 
to which you have referred. 

© Believe me, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral ¢ W ELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Thomar, 8th March, 1811, 

‘ Having been on horseback almost ever since the morning 
of the 6th, I have not been able to write to you. | 

‘The French retired from their position on that morning, 
and they literally march night and day. 

‘ I was misled by Trant’s letter of the 27th February, and 
by some information I received at Santarem, which the enemy's 
movements aided a little; and I conceived that they were going 
to the fronticr by the road of the Ponte da Murcella; but I 
think it certain now that they are going by Coimbra. 

‘ We are close at their licels, and have taken some prisoners; 
and I mean to continue. to press them so hard, that they 
will not have time to do much harm, or, I hope, to undertake 
any thing serious against the northern provinces. 

‘I detach a large force, under Sir William Beresford, for 
the assistance of Badajoz, which I propose to join as soon as 
I shall have settled matters on this side. 

‘It is fortunate for us that the French have retired, for I 
assure you that, upon inspcction, I find that I did not form an 
erroneous opinion of the risk and difficulty of attacking their 
position. Indeed, if the rain which has fallen this day had 
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fallen four days ago, we could not have followed them with our 
artillery through the country, even though unopposed. Theirs 
was sent off, excepting what they have destroyed, and a few 
light pieces which they kept in their position to the last moment. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 6th. The returns from 
the Junta de Viveres are of the same description with all those 
received from them. There is not one line of truth in them. 
The Portuguese troops have not a particle of provisions, and I 
am obliged to supply them, which will, before long, bring us 
all to a stand still; and then the Government will cry out 
against me as usual. 

‘In respect to Stockler’s book, the best thing to do with it 
would be to publish as a preface to it, Stockler’s adulatory 
address to Junot. This would settle him and his nonsense. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 


‘I have not time to write to England ; and it would pro- 
bably be as well to detain the packet.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Thomar, 8th March, 1811. 2 P.M. 

‘J think it almost certain, from the enemy’s movements, 
of which I have obtained a knowledge since I saw you, that 
they are going for Coimbra; but I learn here that they have 
destroyed many carriages, and much ammunition, and it is 
said even some guns; and I should therefore conclude that 
whatever their first step may be, their second will be towards 
the Spanish frontier. 

‘ [ have ordered General Cole, and the brigade of heavy 
cavalry, to halt here to-morrow; and I will see General Stew- 
art, and ascertain whether it is desirable for him to halt likewise. 
You will lose no time by this halt, which will be of use to the 
men; and J conclude that the bridge of Tancos will not be 
ready till late to-morrow. 

‘ Let me have the brigade of dragoons as soon as you can. 
I shall appoint General Long to-command the cavalry with you. 
Colonel De Grey commands the brigade of heavy cavalry. 

‘I enclose a letter for Bacellar, of which I have sent copies 

7, 2 
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in duplicate and triplicate to Lobo, to be sent to him through 
Colonel Grant, or by any other safe conveyance. 

‘I have not leisure now to write to you upon the other sub- 
ject on which we spoke this morning; but I hope to be able 
to do so to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ Thomar, 8th March, 1811. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, à past 7 P.M. 

‘I have just received your letter of ten a.m. 

‘ These demands from Badajoz, for which I am convinced 
the Governor has no want, have alarmed me much. Leite may 
send him powder if he wants it; but he should first point out 
to him the danger, that it may fall into the hands of the enemy, 
who wants it more; but no biscuit, for he should tell him that 
I have desired him to give him none, as I learn he has plenty 
of corn; but he may send him artillerymen, if he has any to 
spare. 

‘ Pray write to Leite to desire him to give every assistance 
to our Commissaries to complete our stores there. I ordered 
50,000 rations of biscuit to be prepared there some time ago; 
and they can make these only at the rate of 2000 a day for 
want of his assistance: I mean to order the store to be trebled, 
besides large quantities of forage corn to be laid in, none of 
which can be done without his most active assistance. 

* Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ W eLLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, * Thomar, 9th March, 1811. 6 A.M. 

‘I have seen General Stewart this morning, and have 
desired him, if it is convenient to him, to stretch his division 
out towards Tancos, which he will do. 

‘ You will send your own orders to General Cole’s division, 
and Colonel De Grey’s brigade of cavalry, both of which are 
here. The pontoons are ordered to Elvas, and Captain 
Mallet has been desired to look at the Guadiana below the 
junction of the Caya, to see whether there is any place at which, 
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by the assistance of chevalets, a bridge might be thrown across 
the river. Murray seems to think there is. 

‘I think you should immediately put your corps in march 
upon Portalegre, and there collect it. In the mean time you 
might acquire information about fords, positions for bridges, 
&c. &c., and other information which it would be necessary 
for you to have. If I can find time, I will write your in- 
structions this day: I have ordered an hospital to be pre- 
pared for you at Elvas. 

‘ By Mendizabal’s letter, which the Colonel brought me, it 
appears that the place is still entire, and very capable of ho!d- 
ing out. They do not want provisions, but they will want 
powder; and they say they want artillerymen; although a 
peasant who has come out, says there are many people in the 
place capable of serving the artillery, who have not been 
called upon. 

‘I have ordered 500 barrels of powder to Elvas, and 
General Leite will judge whether he can give the assistance of 
artillerymen. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Hawker had an affair with the enemy yesterday evening, 
in which he cut up a few, and took nineteen prisoners. 

‘ There is a supply of musket ammunition of ours at Elvas. 

* I have desired Mendizabal to send to Portalegre, to meet 
you, any officer who might have a knowledge of some con- 
venient place for fixing a bridge on the Guadiana, first showing 
the place to Captain Mallet. 

‘ Kennedy proposes to take from General Cole’s division, 
and Colonel De Grey’s cavalry, some of the provisions which 
they have brought here with them, and to supply them with 
similar quantities upon the Tagus. It would be convenient, 
therefore, if it should meet your other arrangements, that they 
should move to-morrow. 

‘ The misery of the country will occasion some difficulty in 
re-establishing our communications. I have guides here who 
will carry my letters to opposite Punhete. Lobo should place 
a party at Punhete to carry yours here, and mine to Abrantes. 
From Abrantes, there will be no difficulty, I conclude. 1 have 
other arrangements in view upon this subject, on which I shall 
write hereafter.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General 
Don Gabriel de Mendizabal. 
Sir, ‘Thomar, 9th March, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 7th 
instant, and I have to inform you that, the enemy having 
retired from the Tagus, I have ordered a large corps to pro- 
ceed to the relief of Badajoz, which corps has already com- 
menced its march. General Leite also has directions to give 
Badajoz assistance in powder, 

‘In case there should be any officer in the Spanish army 
under your command, who has a knowledge of the fords of 
the Guadiana, or of the places in which a bridge can be laid 
with the smallest means, I beg that you will send him to 
Portalegre, to wait upon Marshal Sir William Beresford, and, 
in the mean time, to show Captain Mallet the place, in order 
that he may examine it. 

‘The best situation would be between the junction of the 
Caya and Jurumenha. ‘The want of the bridge will now be 
seriously felt, but I have ordered six boats from Lisbon. 

‘It is scarcely necessary to recommend to your Excellency 
to keep secret as long as possible the arrival of this corps. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
« General Don Gabriel de Mendizatal. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 

€ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘Perucha, 9th March, 1811. 8 P.M. 

‘I am just come in from our advanced guard, and find the 
enemy’s whole army nearly formed in front of Pombal. I 
wish you would make your troops march to Cacharias early, 
and let them cook as soon as they arrive, and you shall hear 
from me early in the day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Perucha, 9th March, 1811. 8 P.M. 
‘ Our advanced guard found the whole army this day in 
front of Pombal, with the exception, I believe, of Regnier's 
corps, which is at Anciad; whether offering battle, or waiting 
for an opportunity to cross the Mondego, I cannot tell. How- 
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ever, as it is desirable that in this case I should be a little 
stronger; and as Badajoz is certainly not pressed, and as, at 
all events, it would be desirable that you should not com- 
mence your operations there till the boats shall have arrived at 
Elvas, I have sent to Cole to desire that his division and the 
dragoons would march to-morrow morning to Cacharias; I 
shall then be as strong as the enemy, very nearly. 

‘I wish that you would come here—bring horses with you, 
and nothing else. I think it not unlikely that we may settle 
our concerns on the 11th. 

‘You might put your troops in motion, not letting their 
rear pass farther than Abrantes, and come here yourself. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. € WELLINGTON. 


‘I understand that General Houghton’s brigade, and some 
Portuguese troops, remain at Thomar, and I think it desirable 
that they should stay there, at Jeast to-morrow, and order 
accordingly, as I have called Campbell’s division off the 


Espinhal road.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 

‘ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Perucha, 10th March, 1811. 

‘The enemy still continue on their ground in front of 
Pombal, but not, I think, in the strength in which they were 
yesterday. They are still, however, very strong; and my own 
opinion is, that they will draw off the corps which they have 
there in the course of this night. If they do not, I propose 
to attack them there to-morrow. I think it most likely that 
they will go back as far as Condeixa, where they will collect 
their force with more ease than they can at Pombal. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Str Brent Spencer, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lorp, ‘ Villa Sera, 14th March, 1811. 


‘ The enemy retired from the position which they had occu- 
pied at Santarem and the neighbourhood on the night of the 
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General Montbrun's cavalry, which formed the rear guard, sup- 
ported by the 8th corps, held the ground on the other side of 
the town, the troops not having arrived in time to complete 
the dispositions to attack them before it was dark. Upon this 
occasion Lieut. Colonel Elder’s battalion of Portuguese Caga- 
dores distinguished themselves. 

‘ The enemy retired in the night ; and on the 12th, the 6th 
corps, with General Montbrun’s cavalry, took up a strong posi- 
tion at the end of a defile, between Redinha and Pombal, with 
their right in a wood upon the Soure river, and their left ex- 
tending towards the high ground above the river of Redinha. 
This town was in their rear. 

‘I attacked them in this position on the 12th, with the 3rd 
and 4th divisions of infantry, and Brigadier General Pack’s 
brigade, and the cavalry, the other troops being in reserve. 

‘ The post in the wood upon their right was first forced by 
Sir William Erskine, with the light division. We were then 
able to form the troops in the plain beyond the defile ; and the 
3rd division, under Major General Picton, were formed in two 
lines, in the skirts of the wood, upon the right ; the 4th division, 
under Major General Cole, in two lines, in the centre, having 
General Pack’s brigade supporting their right, and communi- 
cating with the 3rd division; and the light division, in two 
lines, on the left. These troops were supported in the rear 
by the British cavalry ; and the Ist, 5th, and 6th divisions 
were In reserve. 

‘ The troops were formed with great accuracy and celerity ; 
and Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer led the line against the 
enemy's position on the heights, from which they were imme- 
diately driven, with the loss of many men killed and wounded, 
and some prisoners. 

‘ Major General Sir William Erskine particularly mentioned 
the conduct of the 52nd regiment, and Colonel Elder’s Caga- 
dores, in the attack of the wood; and I must add that I have 
never seen the French infantry driven from a wood in a more 
gallant style. 

‘ There was but one narrow bridge, and a ford close to it, 
over the Redinha river, over which our light troops passed 
with the enemy; but as the enemy commanded these passages 
with cannon, some time elapsed before we could pass over a 
sufficient body of troops, and make afresh disposition to attack 
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dislodge them from their positions only by movements on their 
flanks. Accordingly I moved the {th division, under Major 
General Cole, upou Panella. in order to secure the passage of 
the river Deixa, and the communication with Espinhal, to 
which place Major General Nishtingall had been in observation 
of the movements of the enemy's corps since the 10th; and the 
3rd division, under Major General Picton, moved immediately 
round the enemy's leit; while the light division, and Brigadier 
General Pach’s brigade, under Major General Sir W. Erskine, 
turned their right; and Major General Alexander Campbell, 
with the 6th division, supported the light troops, by which they 
were attacked in front. These troops were supported by the 
cavalry, and by the Ist and 5th divisions, and Colonel Ash- 
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took in the mountains, and the corps d'armée composing the 
rear guard were flung back upon the main body, at Miranda 
de Corvo, upon the river Deixa, with considerable loss of killed, 
wounded, and prisoners. 

‘In the operations of this day, the 48rd, 52nd, and 95th 
regiments, and 3rd Cagadores, under the command of Colonels 
Drummond and Beckwith, and Major Patrickson, Lieut. Colo- 
nel Ross, and Majors Gilmour and Stewart, and Lieut. Colonel 
Elder particularly distinguished themselves; as also the light 
infantry of General Picton’s division, under Lieut. Colonel 
Williams, and the 4th Caçadores, under Colonel de Regoa ; 
and the troops of horse artillery under the command of Cap- 
tains Ross and Bull. 

‘ The result of these operations has been that we have saved 
Coimbra and Upper Beira from the enemy’s ravages; we 
have opened the communications with the northern provinces ; 
and we have obliged the enemy to take for their retreat the 
road by Ponte da Murcella, on which they may be annoyed 
by the militia, acting in security upon their flank, while the 
allied army will press upon their rear. 

‘The whole country, however, affords many advantageous 
positions to a retreating army, of which the enemy have 
shown that they know how to avail themselves. They are 
retreating from the country, as they entered it, in one solid 
mass, covering their rear on every march by the operations of 
either one or two corps d’armée in the strong positions which 
the country affords ; which corps d'armée are closely supported 
by the main body. Before they quitted their position they 
destroyed a part of their cannon and ammunition, and they 
have since blown up whatever the horses were unable to draw 
away. ‘lhey have no provisions, excepting what they plunder 
on the spot, or, having plundered, what the soldiers carry on 
their backs, and live cattle. 

‘I am concerned to be obliged to add to this account, that 
their conduct throughout this retreat has been marked by a 
barbarity seldom equalled, and never surpassed. Even in the 
towns of Torres Novas, Thomar, and Pernes, in which the 
head quarters of some of the corps had been for four months, 
and in which the inhabitants had been invited, by promises of 
good treatment, to remain, they were plundered, and many of 
their houses destroyed, on the night the enemy withdrew from 
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their position, and they have since burnt every town and vil- 
lage through which they have passed. The convent of Alco- 
baca was burnt by order from the French head quarters. 
The bishop's palace, and the whole town of Leyria, in which 
General Drouet had had his head quarters, shared the same 
fate; and there is not an inhabitant of the country of any class 
or description, who has had any dealing or communication with 
the French army, who has not had reason to repent of it, and 
to complain of them. This is the mode in which the promises 
have been performed, and the assurances have been fullfilled, 
which were held out in the proclamation of the French Com- 
mander in Chief, in which he told the inhabitants of Portugal 
that he was not come to make war upon them, but with a power- 
ful army of 110,000 men to drive the English into the sea. 

‘It is to be hoped that the example of what has occurred 
in this country, will teach the people of this and of other 
nations what value they ought to place on such promises and 
assurances; and that there is no security for life, or for any 
thing which makes life valuable, excepting in decided resist- 
ance to the enemy. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose returns of killed and wounded 
in the several affairs with the enemy since they commenced 
their retreat. 

‘I have received the most able and cordial assistance through- 
out these operations from Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer, 
and Marshal Sir William Beresford, whom I had requested 
to cross the Tagus, and who has been with me since the 11th 
instant; from Major Generals Sir W. Erskine, Picton, Cole, 
Campbell ; Major General Slade, and Major General the Hon. 
C. Colville, and the General and other Officers commanding 
brigades under their orders respectively. I am particularly 
indebted to the Quarter Master General, Colonel Murray, for 
the assistance I have received from him, and to the, Deputy 
Adjutant General, Colonel the Hon. E. Pakenham; and the 
officers of the Adjutant and Quarter Master General’s depart- 
ments, as also those of my personal staff, have given me*every 
assistance in their power. 

‘I am sorry to inform your Lordship that Badajoz surren- 
dered on the 11th instant. I have not yet received the par- 
ticulars of this event, but I have no doubt of the fact. 

* Since the enemy entered Estremadura, and has directed his 
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efforts against that place, my attention has been drawn to the 
means of saving it; and Mr. Wellesley will have transmitted 
to England the copies of the correspondence which I have had 
with the Spanish officers upon this subject. 

‘ Before the unfortunate battle of the 19th of February, 
I had intended to reinforce the Spanish army with about 
14,000 men from that under my command ; and thus to force 
the enemy to raise the siege, as soon as I should have been 
joined by the reinforcement which I expected would arrive in 
the Tagus by the end of January. I could not detach with 
safety till that reinforcement should arrive. 

‘ The battle of the 19th of February destroyed the Spanish 
troops upon whose assistance and cooperation I relied; 
and then it would have been impossible to detach a body of 
troops sufficient to effect the purpose, even after the arrival of 
the reinforcements, till the enemy should be removed from the 
Tagus. I had therefore determined to attack the enemy in 
his positions as soon as the reinforcements should arrive ; if the 
weather should be such as to render the roads at all passable. 

‘ The reinforcements arrived in the first days of March, 
but have not yet joined the army; and on the Sth, at night, 
the enemy withdrew from their positions. 

‘On the 6th, General Leite, the Governor of Elvas, began 
toinform the Governor of Badajoz, by signal or otherwise, that 
Massena had retired, and that he might expect assistance as 
soon as it was in my power to give it to him; and that he 
must hold out to the last extremity. I had made all the 
arrangements for detaching the force immediately upon the 
enemy’s quitting the Tagus and Zezere, and some of the troops 
actually marched from Thomar on the morning of the 9th; 
and others, that part of Sir William Beresford's corps which 
had not crossed the Tagus, were put in motion; and their 
head has arrived within three marches of Elvas. 

€ I received at Thomar, on the morning of the 9th, accounts 
of a most favorable nature from Badajoz, from which I was 
induced to believe, not only that the place was in no danger, 
but that it was in fact untouched ; that its fire was superior to 
that of the enemy, and that it was in no want of provisions or 
ammunition, had sustained no loss, excepting that of the 
Governor Menacho, and was able and likely to hold out for 
a month. General Imaz, a person of equally good reputation, 
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succeeded to the command ; and the greatest confidence was 
reposed in him. 

‘ On the same afternoon of the 9th, I was with the British 
advanced guard at Pombal, and saw in front of that town the 
collection of the enemy’s troops which I have above recited 
to your Lordship. It appeared to me then, that I must 
decide either to allow the enemy to retreat from Portugal un- 
molested, by the road he should prefer, and expose Coimbra and 
Upper Beira to be ravaged; or that I must draw to the army 
some of the troops, cavalry particularly, which I had allotted 
for the expedition to Badajoz, and which still remained at 
Thomar. I accordingly called to the army the 4th division 
of infantry and a brigade of heavy cavalry, under the con- 
viction that Badajoz would hold out for the time during which 
it should be necessary to employ them; experience has shown 
me that I could not have done without these troops ; and it is 
also very clear, that if I had left them behind, they could not 
have saved Badajoz, which place the Governor surrendered 
on the day after he received my assurances that he should be 
relieved, and my entreaty that he would hold out to the last 
moment. 

‘It is useless to add any reflection to these facts. The 
Spanish nation have lost Tortosa, Olivenga, and Badajoz in 
the course of two months, without sufficient cause; and in 
the same period, Marshal Soult, with a corps never supposed to 
be more than 20,000 men, has taken, besides the last two 
places, or destroyed above 22,000 Spanish troops. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘My DEAR Sir, ‘ Louzaô, 16th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 12th; and as we have 
now opened the communication with the north, it is not neces- 
sary to send any more transports to Vigo. I have spoken to 
the Commissary General regarding the treatment of those 
recently arrived. 

‘I refer you to my dispatch for the news. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

« Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 
‘In consequence of directions which I have received from 

the Secretary of State, 1 have to request that you will send 
to Plymouth, as soon as may be convenient, horse transports 
to convey to this country 700 horses. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Louzaÿ, 16th March, 1811. 

‘I enclose a paper of articles which ought to be prepared 
at Elvas for the bridge which I ought to have given you two 
or three days ago; but it is not yet too late, I hope. 

‘ I likewise enclose a letter on the state of Campo Mayor. 
Collect your corps at Portalegre. 

‘There is nothing new since you went. The enemy is in 
small force on the other side the bridge, which they have 
destroyed. 


€ Believe me, &c. 
« Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Castaños. 


« Monsieur LE GENERAL, ‘4 Louzaé, ce 16 Mars, 1811. 

‘J’ai eu l’honneur de recevoir votre lettre, et je vous suis 
bien obligé de la franchise dont vous me faites l'offre. 
Vous pouvez être sur que j’agirai de même envers vous, et que 
je vous ferai part de mes intentions et de mes opinions sans 
aucune réserve quand je croirai qu'elles pourront vous être 
utiles. 

‘ Vous recevrez d’Alava les nouvelles de ce côté ci. Aus- 
sitôt que j'avais rétabli la communication avec Coimbra et je 
nord du Portugal, j'ai mis en marche les troupes que j'avais 
empruntées, pendant un moment, du service de Badajoz, et le 
Maréchal Beresford sera demain a son quartier général de 
Chamusca, et tout son corps sur le ‘Tage. 
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‘Si le malheureux gouverneur de Badajoz eut tenu la place 
comme je lui avais dit, nous avions beau jeu, nous aurions 
sauvé l'Espagne. Malheureusement, je n'avais jamais aupara- 
vant fait une promesse, et quand j'en ai fait une, on n'a pas 
voulu me croire. Mais la place est perdue, et il faut tacher de 
faire quelqu’autre chose. 

‘ Faites moi savoir, je vous en prie, combien de troupes dis- 
ponibles il reste de l'armée Espagnole, et vos opinions sur ce 
que nous devons entreprendre. Le Maréchal Beresford a 
près de 22,000 hommes, dont plus de 2000 sont de cavalerie, 
non compris la brigade à Elvas. Je compte aller de ce côté à 
moi-même, aussitôt que j'aurai tout à fait arrangé les affaires 


de ce côte ci. 
‘J'ai |’ honneur d'être, &c. 


‘ à Son Excellence * WELLINGTON. 
le Capitaine Général Castaiios.’ . 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 
‘ Sir, * Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th 
instant, on a complaint said by Dom M. de Forjaz to be made 
of the conduct of the British troops at Salvaterra, which com- 
plaint you will observe refers not to the conduct of the British 
troops, but to that of the Portuguese regiments Nos. 4 and 10. 

‘In respect to the charge of cutting barren wood in the 
royal parks for firewood, I have to reply that I suppose his 
Royal Highness does not propose that his Majesty’s troops 
shall want firewood in Portugal. It is reasonable that his 
Royal Highness, as well as other proprietors, should be paid 
for the wood cut upon his demesnes; but either the troops 
must be allowed to cut firewood, paying for the same, wherever 
the defence of his Royal Highness's dominions renders it ne- 
cessary that they should be stationed, or they must be removed 
to the places where they can cut firewood, by which his Royal 
Highness’s interests must suffer. 

‘ I cannot avoid adverting to the disposition recently mani- 
fested by the Government to complain of the conduct of the 
British troops, certainly in this instance, without foundation. 

‘ Acts of misconduct, and even outrage, I admit, have been 
committed, but never with impunity in any instance in which 
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the complaint could be substantiated ; and I have not yet been 
able to obtain the punishment of any individual of this country, 
be his crimes what they may. 

‘If the British soldiers have committed, as all soldiers do 
commit, acts of misconduct, they have at least fought bravely 
for the country. They have besides recently shown that com- 
miseration for the misfortunes of the people of this country, 
which I am convinced will be equally felt by their countrymen 
at home, and actually fed the poor inhabitants of all the towns 
in which they were cantoned on the Rio Mayor river. Yet I 
have not heard that the Portuguese Government have expressed 
their approbation of this conduct, very unusual in people of this 
class and description; nor do I find that either their bravery 
in the field, or their humanity, or their generosity, can induce 
those whom they are serving to look with indulgence at their 
failings, or to draw a veil over the faults of the few in con- 
sideration of the military and other virtues of the many. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
€ Sir, * Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 

- ¢ When the enemy recently retired from their positions on 
the Rio Mayor river, I had the bridge of Abrantes taken up, 
and brought down to Tancos, and there established, in order 
to keep up the communication between the corps of the army 
on the left and on the right bank of the Tagus. It is expe- 
dient, for many reasons, that this bridge should be taken again 
to its old station at Abrantes ; but, before that 15 done, it will 
be necessary to have a new bridge over the Zezere at Punhete. 

‘AsIdo not exactly understand in whose department the 
recent regulation on the subject of boats has placed the boats 
for the construction of bridges, I request you to apply to the 
Government to order a bridge to be laid over the Zezere by 
the proper authority. When that is done, the bridge now at 
Tancos may be removed to Abrantes. 

: “ 1 also request you to inform the Government that the 
bridges laid over the different streams on the left of the ‘Tagus, 
for the communication of the troops stationed on the left bank 
of that river, may be removed. | 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
¢ Sir, * Lougaod, 16th March, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th 
instant, containing a complaint of the Conde de Castello 
Melhor that olive trees are cut on his estate near Bucellas, for 
the purpose of making abbatis. 

‘I beg that the Government will be pleased to determine, 

6 First, whether the works which have once saved Lisbon 
shall be rendered as complete as they can be made before the 
enemy may approach them again; or whether we are to wait 
till the last moment to complete what may be done beforehand. 

‘ Secondly, that they will determine whether any, and what, 
sums of money shall be paid to individuals for the damage 
done to their property by these works ; and 

‘Thirdly, that they will order payment to be made to all 
the individuals in this situation, as well as to the Conde de 
Castello Melhor. 

‘ Considering that this gentleman is a man of high family, 
who it is supposed will save his property from robbery and 
confiscation, and his person from slavery, and his family from 
violation and outrage, by the measures adopted for the salva- 
tion of the country, it might have been expected that he would 
not have been the first to demand from the Government pay- 
ment for the damage which those measures do to him. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ . ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 
6 My pear Sir, ‘ Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 

‘I return Stockler’s paper, which I have not had leisure to 
read. 

‘The Government may publish any nonsense they please. 
It is entirely a matter of indifference to me; but I think they 
had better take care how they endeavor to set the people of 
the country against those who have saved them. They are 
much mistaken if they think they can do me any harm by such 
nonsense, or that they can themselves stand for a moment after 
they shall have convinced the people that the English, and I in 
particular, have not done my best for them. You know best 
whether these opinions can be brought forth. 1 am entirely 
indifferent whether they can or not, or what becomes of Stock- 
ler and his book. 
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* You will see in my dispatch the state of affairs here. If 
the Governor of Badajoz had not sold the place, the Peninsula 
would have been safe. 

‘ The Government, havmg first starved their troops on the 
Rio Mayor river, and then sent to Villa Franca above 200,000 
rations after they had marched, and when they had no means, 
and knew that the troops had none, of moving forward any 
thing, is exactly like every thing else they have done. 

‘The sending provisions to the Mondego is right; but I 
will lay a wager that half of it will be bread, not biscuit. 

* Believe me, &c. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Adjutant General 
of the Forces. 

‘Sir, ‘ Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 


‘ ] have the honor to enclose the report of a Board of Survey 
on horses recently arrived in Portugal for the regiments of 
dragoons serving in this country, to which I beg you to draw 
the notice of the Commander in Chief. 

‘IT am convinced that it was never the intention of his Ex- 
cellency, or of Government, that the commanding officers of 
regiments on the same service should have taken advantage of 
the order to send drafts of five and six year old horses to the 
regiments in this country, in order to get rid of the old and 
unserviceable horses in their regiments. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Adj. General of the Forces.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Sir D. Dundas, 
Commander in Chief. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 
‘I beg leave to transmit, for your information, extracts of 
two dispatches to the Earl of Liverpool, detailing the opera- 
tions of the army since the retreat of the enemy from their 
positions on the Rio Mayor river; and I have much pleasure 
in acquainting you that I am highly satisfied with the conduct 
of the troops upon these occasions. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
« General Sir D. Dundas, © WELLINGTON. 
Commander in Chief. 
242 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marquis Wellesley. 


6 My pear WELLESLEY, « Louzaÿ, 16th March, 1811. 

‘I refer you to my dispatches to Lord Liverpool of the 
14th, and this day, for an account of the state of affairs here. 

‘If it had not been for the treachery of the Governor of 
Badajoz, Spain would have been out of the fire, notwithstand- 
ing former treachery, blunders, and cowardice. 

‘The siege of Cadiz would certainly have been raised if 
Graham had not already succeeded in that object. As it is, 
I am doubtful whether 1 shall be able to do more than protect 
the Alentejo; but I will do all I can. 

‘ Something, however, must be done to obtain funds for these 
Governments. We are brought up at every turn for want of 
money, and I am really at a loss what to do with them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘The Marquis Wellesley. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


* Nobody entertains a doubt that Imaz sold Badajoz. He 
appears to have surrendered as soon as he could after he knew 
that relief was coming to him, lest his garrison should prevent 
the surrender when they should be certain of the truth of the 
intelligence of Massena’s retreat.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorp, ‘ Louzao, 16th March, 1811. 
‘In consequence of the directions contained in your Lord- 
ship’s dispatch of the 30th January (No. 8), I have requested 
Admiral Berkeley to send to England horse transports for the 
conveyance to this country of 700 horses of the Lith light 
dragoons. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lors, ‘ Louzaô, 16th March, 1811. 
‘ I have the honor to inform you, that as soon as I opened 
the communication with Coimbra on the 13th instant, I ordered 
off the troops destined to relieve Badajoz, some of which com- 
menced their march on that evening. 
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and 14th; Major General Cole’s division was moved on 
Espinhal on the 14th, in order afterwards to continue its route 
into the Alentejo; and it marched in that direction yesterday. 
We shall have in that province nearly 22,000 men, of which 
nearly 2200 will be cavalry. Marshal Sir William Beresford 
has returned to take the command there; and I propose to 
proceed to that quarter myself, as soon as I shall have brought 
the operations on this side to a close. 


‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My pear Lorp, ° ‘Louzaé, 16th March, 1811. 


‘In answer to your letter of the 16th of February, regarding 
publications in the newspapers, I assure you that I did not 
mean to say that the information in the newspapers, to which I 
referred, was received either from your Lordship's office, or 
from that of the Commander in Chief; for I know that neither 
have the information, at least from me. But I wished to point 
out to you under what disadvantages we carried on our opera- 
tions. Foy brought from Paris not only the paper con- 
taining that information, but copies of all my dispatches, from 
which Massena knew all that I had intended to do in No- 
vember against his positions, and he knew accurately every 
inch of mine, by how many guns defended, for what purpose, 
&c. It. may be very right to give the British public this 
information, but if they choose to have it, they ought to know 
the price they pay for it, and the advantages it gives to the 
enemy in all their operations. 

‘I am sure your Lordship does not expect that I, or any 
other officer in command of a British army, can pretend to 
prevent the correspondence of the officers with their friends. 
It could not be done if attempted, and the attempt would be 
considered an endeavor by an individual to deprive the 
British public of intelligence, of which the Government and 
Parliament do not choose to deprive them. I have done 
everything in my power by way of remonstrance, and have 
been very handsomely abused for it; but I cannot think of 
preventing officers from writing to their friends. This intelli- 
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gence must certainly have gone from some officer of this army, 
by whom it was confidentially communicated to his friends in 
England ; and I have heard that it was circulated from one of 
the offices with a plan. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ § WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Bari of Laverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorp, « Louzaô, 16th March, 1811. 
‘ I have the honor to inform you that Lieut. Richard Burke, 
of the 45th regiment, who [I reported to your Lordship on the 
2nd instant had deserted to the enemy, rejoined the army on 
the Sth instant between Torres Novas and Thomar, declaring 
that he had been taken prisoner. 
‘I have, however, placed him in close arrest, and propose 
to bring him to trial before a General Court Martial. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Weilington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary nf State. 

‘ My Lorp, ‘ Louzaÿ, 16th March, 1811. 


‘ Major General Cole joined Major General Nightingall at 
Espinhal on the afternoon of the 19th; and this movement, by 
which the Deixa was passed, and which gave us the power of 
turning the strong position of Miranda de Corvo, induced the 
enemy to abandon it on that night. They destroyed at this 
place a great number of carriages, and burned and otherwise 
destroyed, or consumed, the ammunition which they had 
carried ; they likewise burned much of their baggage ; and 
the road throughout the march from Miranda is strewed with 
the carcases of men and animals, and destroyed carriages and 
baggage. 

“ We found the enemy’s whole army yesterday in a very 
strong position on the Ceira, having one corps as an advanced 
guard in front of Foz d'Arouce, on this side of the river. 

‘ | immediately made arrangements to drive in the advanced 
guard, preparatory to the movements which it might be expe- 
dicnt to make to cross the Ceira this morning. 


‘ Brigadier General Pack's brigade had been detached in 
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the morning through the mountains to the left, as well to turn 
the enemy in his position at Miranda de Corvo, as in view to 
any others they might take up on this side of the Ceira. The 
light division, under Major General Sir William Erskine, 
was ordered to possess some heights immediately above Foz 
d’Arouce, while Major General Picton's division was moved 
along the great road to attack the left of the enemy’s position, 
and of the village. 

‘The sixth division, under Major General Campbell, and 
the hussars and 16th dragoons, supported the light division ; 
and the Ist division, and the 14th, and royal dragoons, the 
3rd. 

‘ These movements succeeded in forcing the enemy to aban- 
don his strong positions on this side of the Ceira with consider- 
able loss. The colonel of the 389th regiment was made pri- 
soner. 

‘ The light troops of General Picton’s division under Colonel 
Williams, and those of General Nightingall’s brigade, were 
principally engaged on the right; and the 95th regiment in 
front of the light division. ‘The troops behaved in the most 
gallant manner. The horse artillery likewise, under Captains 
Ross and Bull, distinguished themselves upon this occasion. 

‘ The troops took much baggage and some ammunition 
carriages In Foz d’Arouce. 

‘I had been prevented from moving till a late hour in the 
morning by the fog; and it was dark by the time we gained 
possession of the last position of the enemy's advanced guard. 

‘In the night the enemy destroyed the bridge on the Ceira, 

and retreated, leaving a small rear guard on the river. 
' © The destruction of the bridge at Foz d’Arouce, the fa- 
tigue which the troops have undergone for several days, and 
the want of supplies, have induced me to halt the army this 
day. 

À Marshal Sir William Beresford and I had repeatedly 
urged the Governors of the kingdom to adopt measures to 
supply the troops with regularity, and to keep up the esta- 
blishments while the army was in cantonments on the Rio 
Mayor river ; which representations were not attended to; and 
when the army was to move forward, the Portuguese troops 
had no provisions, nor any means of conveying any to them. 
They were to move through a country ravaged and exhausted 
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by the enemy ; and it is literally true, that General Packs 
brigade, and Colonel Ashworth’s, had nothing to eat for four 
days, although constantly marching or engaged with the 
enemy. 

‘1 was obliged either to direct the British Commissary 
General to supply the Portuguese troops, or to see them perish 
for want; and the consequence is, that the supplies intended 
for the British troops are exhausted, and we must halt ull 
more come up, which I hope will be this day. 

‘ Since I addressed your Lordship on the [4th instant, I 
have heard further particulars respecting the surrender of 
Badajoz. [t appears that, on the 9th, the enemy had made a 
breach in the place about eighteen feet wide, but which was 
by no means practicable. On the same day the governor 
acknowledged by signal. the receipt of the message which I had 
sent him; on the 10th he suspended hostilities, and on the 
11th surrendered the place, the garrison being prisoners’ of 
war, and marching out with the honors of war, to the number 
of 9000, to an army which at the period of the surrender 
amounted only ‘to 9600 infantry, and 2000 cavalry. The 
garrison wanted neither ammunition nor provisions. 

‘In my letter of the 6th I had desired the governor of Elvas 
to urge the governor of Badajoz to keep secret the intelligence 
of Massenas retreat, lest, by means of deserters, it should 
reach the enemy, whom I was in hopes that I should have found 
engaged in this siege. But be published the intelligence as 
soon as he received it, stating at the same time that he did not 
believe it. He likewise communicated it to the French 
general. 

‘ Since the fall of Badajoz the enemy have turned their at- 
tention to Campo Mayor, and have moved in that direction. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON, 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘Pombeiro, on the Alva, 

‘My pear BERESFORD, March 18, 1811. 4 P.M. 
‘I have just received yours of the 17th. You had better 
lose no time in moving up to Portalegre, and attack Soult, if 
you cau, at Campo Mayor. I will come to you if I can, but if 
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I cannot, do not wait forme. Get Castaños to join you, from 
Estremoz, with any Spanish troops he can bring with him. 
You must be two days marching from Portalegre to Campo 
Mayor, I believe. 

‘ The enemy had, this morning, Ney’s corps en position 
behind Ponte da Murcella; we moved three divisions on Pom- 
beiro, and this put them all in a bustle. They have assembled 
a large force upon the Serra de Moita, brought back from the 
rear, and Ney is now moving off towards the same point. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Austin. The intelligence it contains 
will make Soult look about him a little. 

. * Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


. * Graham has stopped the Sicilian troops, nearly 8000. He 
bad 4000, so that he bas still nearly 6000. Victor, it is said, 
only 8000 infantry.’ 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Req. 


‘Sir, ‘ Pombeiro, 18th March, 1811. 

‘ I am concerned to be under the necessity of troubling you 
again upon the old subject, the subsistence of the Portuguese 
troops. 

‘ «When I lately proposed an arrangement with a view to 
facilitate their means of subsistence, I particularly specified 
that these troops, not serving in the same divisions with British 
troops, should be really fed by the Portuguese Government: 
There are two brigades of infantry and one of cavalry with 
this part of the army in that situation, viz., Brigadier General 
Pack’s and Colonel Ashworth's of infantry, and the Visconde 
de Barbacena’s of cavalry, none of whom have received any 
provisions since the troops marched from the Rio Mayor river, 
excepting what have been issued to them by the British Com- 
missary General, and the consequence has been, that the army 
has been obliged to halt; and I am unable to carry into exe- 
cution the arrangement which I lately proposed. 

‘It is useless to propose any arrangement for this or any 
other purpose, if the Portuguese Government will execute 
nothing. 

‘ I repeat, that matters cannot go on as they are ; there must 
be a radical change in the whole of the system of the Govern- 
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ment, in respect to the resources for carrying on the war, or 
I shall recommend to his Majesty’s Government to withdraw 
his army. 

‘It is a favorite notion with some members of the Govern- 
ment, that the Portuguese troops can do with very little or no 
food. Among other good qualities, they possess that of being 
patient under privations in an extraordinary degree. But men 
cannot perform the labor of soldiers without food. Three of 
General Pack's brigade died of famine yesterday on their 
march, and above one hundred and fifty have fallen out from 
weakness, many of whom must have died from the same cause. 

‘ The Government neglected both establishments and troops 
when they were on the Rio Mayor river, and neither are in 
the state in which they ought to be at the commencement of a 
campaign. ‘The mules of the artillery are unable to draw the 
guns for want of food, for any length of time; the baggage 
mules of the army are nearly all dead of famine, and the drivers 
have ncither been paid nor fed. 

‘ This is the state of the army at the commencement of the 
campaign ; and I see clearly that unless the Government should 
change their system, no remedy will be applied, and the whole 
burthen of defending this country will fall upon Great Britain. 

‘ I have this day told General Pack and Colonel Ashworth 
that if they cannot procure food for their troops with the army, 
they must go to Coimbra, or elsewhere where they can, as I 
cannot bear to see and hear of brave soldiers dying for want 
of common care. | 

‘One consequence, therefore, of omitting to feed the troops, 
will be to throw us again upon the defensive in this part of 
the country; another consequence, also, which I seriously 
apprehend is, that the British officers serving with the Portu- 
guese troops will resign their situations: one of them spoke 
to me scriously upon the subject of the state of the troops this . 
day, and declared his intention to resign if a remedy was not 
applied. | 

‘IT beg you to lay this letter before the Portuguese Govern- 
ment, and to forward it to be laid before his Royal Highness 
the Regent, and his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of 
Portugal. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
°C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear Beresvorp, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 9 a.m. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 17th. Mine of the 
18th, of which I send you a duplicate, will have removed the 
doubt which you have entertained whether you should attack 
Soult. I send you likewise by this opportunity a report on the 
frontier of the Alentejo, likewise a map of the frontier, which 
will, I believe, be of more use to you, both of which 1 beg you 
to return. 

‘ I believe you should manœuvre upon Soult’s right, throw- 
ing your own left towards the Gevora. The country is hilly 
on the left from Arronches towards Campo Mayor. The Caya 
is fordable, I believe, every where for infantry ; but as well as [ 
recollect, the bottom is of a description to allow of the passage 
of horses and carriages only in a few places. There are fords, 
as well as a bridge, at Arronches. The Caya, it is said, gives a 
good position for a defensive for the Alentejo about Arronches, 
but I had not time when I was there to examine it. 

‘fhe character of Soult’s operations, I think, is to detach a 
good deal. I recommend to you to keep your troops very 
much en masse. I have always considered the cavalry to be 
the most delicate arm that we possess. We have few officers 
who have practical knowledge of the mode of using it, or who 
have ever seen more than two regiments together, and all our 
troops, cavalry as well as infantry, are a little inclined to get 
out of order in battle. To these circumstances add, that the 
defeat of, or any great loss sustained by, our cavalry, in these 
open grounds, would be a misfortune amounting almost to a 
defeat of the whole; and you will see the necessity of keeping 
the cavalry as much as possible en masse, and in reserve, to be 
thrown in at the moment when an opportunity may offer of 
striking a decisive blow. 

‘If Soult goes to the south of the Guadiana, which I think 
likely, lay down your bridge, and make a téte-de-pont opposite 
Jurumenha; and in the first instance invest Badajoz on the 
left of the Guadiana, doing the same with cavalry only, or 
Spanish troops, or militia, on the right. You might also make 
the Spaniards seize the bridges of Merida and Medellin. 

‘The French retired from Moita to beyond Galizes the 
night before last, and yesterday. We took yesterday three 
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make their marches (however short) so very ill, that I am 
obliged to halt the greatest part of the army again to-day. 
However, I have now begun a new system with them, which is, 
to state in the orders at what hour each is to start, and is to 
arrive at each place. By degrees [ shall bring them to some 
system. 

‘I am afraid that I shall be obliged to throw into some 
valley all the Portuguese artillery, as the mules are so much 
reduced as to be quite incapable of moving the guns, and we 
must endeavor to put some flesh on their bones. This is 
really too bad. 

‘1 request you to order all the Lisbon militia in the 
lines, and all the ordenanza, artillery, &c., to their homes, 
desiring, however, that they will be ready to return at 
the shortest notice. The regiments of Covilhaë, Castello 
Branco, and Idanha, which you mention in your letter of the 
1%th, might also march into Lower Beira, either to act asa 
military body, or to return to their homes for the present, as 
circumstances might render necessary. But in either case it 
will be necessary that the Government should provide for them 
on the march, as I neither can nor will; and if no provision 
should be made for them, they must starve. The regiments of 
Torres Vedras, Santarem, Leyria, and Thomar might go to 
their homes, or at all events to the chief towns of their dis- 
tricts, and be in readiness to march again at the shortest 
notice: the regiment of Setuval to Palmela, and the regi- 
ment of Viseu to Viseu, to remain embodied or not, according 
to circumstances, when they shall arrive there. I shall desire 
the Commissary General to give each man three days’ pro- 
visions when they march. Let me have the routes of each 
regiment, that I may know where to send orders to them. 

‘When I shall have got Massena to the Coa, I shall send the 
northern militia across the Douro. They may at least go each 
of them to their stations, if they may not be disembodied. 
In respect to Le Cor, he is now in command of Coleman's 
brigade, and I should think will not like to give up that 
command. However, | will send for him, and speak to him. 
Do you mean to remove Grant, or that Le Cor should super- 
sede him? 

‘I enclose the copy of a letter which I wrote to Mr. Stuart 
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about the bridges, which will, I conclude, settle every thing upon 
that subject. Pray keep an eye on the provisions in Abrantes. 
Remember that there is a store of musket ammunition in 
Abrantes, and another in Elvas. I have ordered the hospital 
equipment to halt at Estremoz, till you shall order it forward. 
The bridge was to be at Elvas on the 20th. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘Order all the militia to complete their numbers, and the 
requisition to be made to complete the regiments of the line.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 
‘My pear SPENCER, Half past 1 p.m. 

‘I have received your letter of this day, and have issued an 
order on the subject it relates to. We certainly want a little 
practice in marching in large bodies, as at present no calcula- 
tion can be made of the arrival of any troops at their station, 
much less of their baggage. 

‘The order for the march yesterday was sent by Reynett, 
who reported that he had delivered it at twenty minutes past 
eleven ; the whole distance to be marched was not five miles, 
and yet the head of the column did not reach its ground till 
sunset. Seeing how late it was before the head had arrived at 
the turn of the road, I desired Murray to request you to halt 
any that had not crossed the river on this side of it. 1 con- 
clude this order has miscarried, although it was sent from 
hence some time before sunset. In future I propose to order 
the period of departure and arrival of each division of the 
army, by which means I shall know exactly how all stands, 
and by degrees the troops will become more accustomed to 
march in large bodies on the same road. 

‘Iam concerned to hear you are badly off for provisions. 
I think we shall have a large supply of all kinds up this even- 
ing; if we have not, however inconvenient and disadvan- 
tageous it is to halt again, I shall send an order to countermand 
the march to-morrow, as it will not do to destroy the troops. 
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We took a great number of prisoners yesterday; I have not 


heard of what has happened this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain Knor, 
H.M.S. St. Fiorenzo, off Oporto. 

‘Sir, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘I have received information from Admiral Berkeley, that 
you had been ordered to Oporto, in order to take to Lisbon by 
sea certain Portuguese recruits which are at the former place. 
As from the recent alteration of circumstances in this part of 
the country, it is no longer necessary that these recruits should 
go by sea, I request you to proceed to carry into execution any 
further orders which you may have received from Admiral 
Berkeley. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Captain Knox, ‘ WELLINGTON. 

H.M.S. St. Fiorenzo. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
«My DrAR SIR, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 13th, and am obliged to 
you for the intelligence which it contains. 

‘I have no doubt but that General Graham has detained 
the Sicilian regiments. 

‘I have written to Captain Knox to request him to proceed 
to carry into execution your ultcrior orders, as the recruits, 
&c., may as well march. 

¢ We are going on well. We took 600 prisoners yesterday. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘I enclose a letter which I have received from Dr. Frank, 

relative to the inconvenience which is experienced by the 
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medical department in sending home the invalids of the army, 
in consequence of their receiving notice of the sailing of the 
ships at but a late period previous to their sailing. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will direct the 
Agent of Transports to give notice, from time to time, to the 
Assistant Quarter Master General of the intention that the 
transports should sail, for the information of all departments 
concerned, as soon as you shall have determined that they 
shall go. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 
‘I have given directions to the’ Assistant Quarter Master 
General at Lisbon to apply to you, from time to time, for 
vessels to convey from the Tagus to Figueira such detachments 
of recruits, or recovered men, as there may be at Lisbon for 
the regiments in this part of the army, and I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will attend to his requests upon 
this subject. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
« Sir, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘I received the orders of Government, some time ago, to 
send home to England the largest proportion of the transports 
attached to the army, as soon as affairs in this country should 
be in such a situation as no longer to require them. 

‘I have this day given directions that the baggage of each 
division of infantry, and of the cavalry, respectively, may be 
removed into one transport, which ought to be sufficient to 
contain it, and I shall be much obliged to you if you will 
direct the Agent of Transports to concert matters with the 
Assistant Quarter Master General for that object. 

‘It is my opinion also that, besides the ships of war fitted 
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for the conveyance of troops, we ought to detain in the Tagus 
coppered transports for the conveyance of 3000 infantry, the 
best of the horse transports for the conveyance of 300 cavalry, 
all the hospital ships, and the baggage ships above referred to; 
and I beg you to send all the remainder to England as soon as 
it may be convenient to you. 

‘ Besides these ships, there are others in the ‘Tagus contain- 
ing ordnance and military stores, respecting which I will make 
an arrangement as soon as I shall have got, from the command- 
ing officer of the artillery, an exact return of them. 

‘I think it proper also at this moment to communicate to 
you my opinion that the circumstances of the army no longer 
require the assistance of the squadron which arrived under 
Sir Thomas Williams. 

‘ It is desirable, however, that the battalion of marines which 
arrived in the Abercrombie should still continue at Lisbon. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

6 My Dear Sir, * Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘In order to get rid of at least twenty five vessels, I pro- 
pose to disembark the ordnance stores (with the exception 
of the battering train and its stores) and to place them all 
at St. Julian. I have fixed upon that place for them, as 
I propose to make it our ordnance depôt, where I shall 
keep every thing belonging to that department. My reason 
for this arrangement is, that in case it should be necessary, 
or desirable, at any time, and for any reason, to embark 
our stores, I am desirous of avoiding coming to blows with 
the people of Lisbon. ‘This I should not otherwise avoid, as 
since the formation of the last Government some members of 
it have taken pains to inflame the minds of the people against 
us, by libels and other means; and I should not now think 
any thing safe in Lisbon, in case the British Government 
should think it proper, or advisable, to withdraw their army. 

‘In order to facilitate the embarkation or disembarkation 
of stores at Fort St. Julian, I have ordered Colonel Fletcher 
to construct four jetties in that bay, on piles, and L shall be 
very much obliged to you if you will give your opinion to the 
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officer of engineers ordered to construct them, as to the best 
place for them. He is directed to wait upon you. 

‘I keep the battering train on board, because, whenever we 
may want it, it will be convenient to transport it part of the 
way by sea, and the trouble and inconvenience of embarking 
and disembarking it would be very great, and the expense of 
its tonnage is not very great. 

‘ I shall write to you officially respecting the ordnance store 
ships, as soon as General Howorth shall have got his stores 
out of them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, - © Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 
‘ I have the honor to enclose a letter, and its enclosure, just 
received from General Mendizabal, which contains the Governor 
Imaz’ account of the state of affairs at Badajoz on the 8th 
instant, and the capitulation of the 10th. I beg you to observe 
that he does not complain of the situation of the place on the 
8th: on the 9th he acknowledged the receipt of my message 
to him: and on the 10th he capitulated ! 
‘I shall hereafter address you on that part of General Men- 
dizabal’s letter which relates to Campo Mayor. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811. 

‘IT have the honor to enclose the copies of my dispatches to 
the Secretary of State of the 14th and 16th instant, as the best 
mode of making you acquainted with the situation of affairs in 
this quarter since I addressed you on the 8rd instant. 

‘ I likewise enclose a letter which I received on the morning 
of the 9th instant from General Mendizabal, and its answer ; 
and I enclose copies of letters received from General Leite, and 
reports from Colonel Brito de Mozinho on the state of Badajoz 
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before, and at the time. the place surrendered, and the account 
of occurrences at that time, from ail which the Government 
will judge of the conduct of General Imax. 

‘ However unfortunate the Spanish armies have been in the 
field. the defences which they have made of several places were 
calculated to inspire confidence in the exertions of the troops 
at Badajoz: particu.arly considering their numbers relatively 
with those of the enemy ; the little progress made by the enemy 
in making a practicable breach; that they had plenty of pro- 
visions and ammunition; their cannon still mounted on the 
works ; and, above all, that they were certain of being relieved. 
This confidence has, however, been disappointed ; and this 
place, the third so surrendered in two months, has been surren- 
dered without sufficient cause. 

‘ It is useless now to speculate upon the consequences which 
would bave resulted from a more determined and protracted 
resistance at Badajoz. Sir William Beresford is at Portalegre, 
and his troops wii be collected there on the 22nd. Soult can- 
not remain north of the Guadiana, even under existing cir- 
cumstances. If Badajoz were still in the possession of the 
allies, we might expect to free from the enemy not only 
Estremadura, but Andalusia. 

‘I enclose a letter which I have received from General Bal- 
lesteros, in answer to one which I before transmitted to you. 
I propose to give no reply to this letter ; nor do I propose to 
take any steps to have the person punished who is supposed to 
have made an unfounded complaint against General Ballesteros 
and his troops. The rule according to which I have always 
proceeded is to encourage complaint, and in my opinion the 
complaints in question are not without foundation. 

‘Those who know the Spanish soldiers are aware that it is 
not a novel crime to plunder a magazine, even though destined 
for their own consumption ; and as I am aware that the Capi- 
tad Mor had no troops under his orders to place as guards 
over the magazines, I cannot conceive that he is to blame for 
not having them guarded. 

‘I do not know whether the Spanish Government, or any 
other authority, have the power of inducing General Balles- 
terus to keep his troops in order. If they have, it is desirable 
that they should exert it, if those troops are again to retreat 


& to Portugal; otherwise I am apprehensive that they will ob- 


ts 
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tain but little subsistence, and that they will find the people of 

Portugal to be an enemy even more formidable than that one 

which will have obliged them to retire from their own country. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 


€ My pear HENRY, ‘ Arganil, 20th March, 1811; 

‘ Since I wrote to you last, I have received yours of the 
23rd February ; and I now send you copies of my dispatches 
to Government, &c., which will show you how things stand 
here. 

‘1f Imaz had not sold Badajoz, I think the Peninsula would 
have been safe. I should have relieved the south of Spain at 
all events, and the war would have been placed on a new foot- 
ing. I am not certain that I shall not be able to do something 
of the kind even now; but I wait to decide what plan I shall 
adopt till I shall hear the result of General Graham’s opera- 
tions against Victor. 

‘ All is going on well here. We took 600 prisoners yester- 
day. 

‘ The French are in a bad way. They suffered much in the 
last attack we made upon them on the 15th; and I am told 
are much annoyed at having their advanced guard beat in, 
almost within musket shot of their whole army. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
‘ The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Show the dispatches, &c., to General Graham. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Slate. 
* My Lorn, ‘Oliveira do Hospital, 21st March, 1811. 
‘The enemy suffered much more in the affair of the 15th 
than I was aware of when I addressed you on the 16th 
instant. The firing was not over till dark; and it appears 
that great numbers were drowned in attempting to ford the 
Ceira. 
‘The enemy withdrew his rear guard from that river in 
282 
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the course of the 16th, and we crossed it on the 17th, and had 
our posts on the Serra da Murcella; the enemy's army being 
in a strong position on the right of the Alva. They moved a 
part of their army on that night, but still maintained their 
position on the Alva, of which river they destroyed the bridges. 
We turned their left by the Serra de S“ Quiteria, with the 
Ist, 3rd, and 5th divisions, on the 18th, while the light division 
and the 6th manceuvred in their front from the Serra da Mur- 
cella. These movements induced the enemy to bring back to 
the Serra da Moita the troops which had marched the pre- 
ceding night, at the same time that they withdrew their corps 
from the Alva; and in the evening their whole army were 
assembled upon Moita ; and the advanced posts of our right 
were near Arganil, those of our left across the Alva. 

‘ The enemy retired from the position of Moita in the night 
of the 18th, and have continued their retreat with the utmost - 
rapidity ever since: I imagine their rear guard will be at 
Celorico this day. We assembled the army upon the Serra 
da Moita on the 19th, and our advanced posts are this day 
beyond Pinhanços. The militia, under Colonels Wilson and 
Trant, are at Fornos. We have taken great numbers of 
prisoners, and the enemy have continued to destroy their car- 
riages and their cannon, and whatever would impede their 
progress. As the greatest number of the prisoners taken on 
the 19th had been sent out on foraging parties towards the 
Mondego, and had been ordered to return to the position oa 
the Alva, I conclude that the enemy had intended to remain 
in it for some days. 

‘ Since I wrote last to your Lordship I have received letters 
from General Mendizabal and others, on the fall of Badajoz. 
The Governor wrote on the 8th to the Spamsh Minister at 
War, and did not express any apprehension that the place was 
in danger. He stated that the fire of the place was well kept 
up, and that one out of six battering guns the enemy had, had 
been dismounted on that day. On the 9th he acknowledged to 
General Leite the receipt of my message. ‘There was no firing 
on that day till the evening ; and on the 10th, instead of the 
Ath, as I had supposed, the place capitulated. 

‘ The 8th Article of the capitulation stipulates that the fort 
of St. Christoval and the téte de pont, being on the right of 
the Guadiana, should be given up to the enemy as soon as they 
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could take possession of those works ; and this article serves to 
show the spirit in which the capitulation was made. 

‘ Since the fall of Badajoz, the enemy on the 14th moved 
towards: Campo Mayor, and have commenced and broken 
ground before that place. It had been given over to the 
charge of the late Marquis de la Romana, at his request, Inst 
year. But lately the’Spanish garrison had been first weakened 
and then withdrawn, in a manner not very satisfactory to me, 
nor consistent with the honorable engagement to defend the 
place into which the Marquis entered when it was delivered 
over to his charge. 

‘ A Portuguese garrison was, however, thrown into it; and 
although it is afplace of no strength, I am in hopes that it will 
hold out til Marshal Beresford shall relieve it. His troops 
will be collected at Portalegre to-morrow. 

‘I have received no letters from Cadiz since the 27th of last 
month, at which time General Graham had sailed upon an ex- 
pedition which had for its object to attack the enemy’s corps 
which remained before Cadiz. 

‘I have received reports that the expedition had so far 
answered, that on the 3rd, the communication between the 
allied troops in the field, and the Isla de Leon, by S* Petri, 
had been opened, and that General Zayas had joined the for- 
mer with a detachment from Cadiz. I have also heard that 
one of the enemy’s posts, at or near Chiclana, was attacked on 
the 4th or 5th, and carried with some loss on our side, 
principally of British and Portuguese troops ; and that General 
Rufin and five pieces of cannon were taken. 

* I believe also from the same reports, that the troops for 
which I had sent vessels to Sicily, had arrived at Tarifa, and 
had been landed by General Graham since the action of the 
4th or oth. 

‘Soult has gone to Seville since the fall of Badajoz ; and it is 
reported that about 8000 French troops had been seen on their 
march through Barcarota to the southward. 

© Your Lordship will probably have seen the Imperial 
Decree, appointing , Marshal Bessières to command in the 6th 
Government of Spain, which includes with Castille all the 
northern provinces The troops allotted to this General are 
not a very efficient body, or at all disposable, with the excep- 
tion of the Imperial Guard, a detachment of which has been 
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os So fe cove cha: a vear. probably to be in readiness to 
az the Evercore. -f = should sun hes purpose to visit the 
Pe==s::3 

‘Tam :-f2rm=3_ however. that Marshal Bessières has col- 
lected 2° Zarocea about 7000 men. composed principally of 
the Ierperia! Guard. and of troops taken from all the garrisons 
in Ca= = He thas threatens an attack upon Galicia, in 
which province there are. I understand, 16.000 men, under 
Getera. Mahv: but from ali that I bear I am apprehensive 
that that Ge=eral w:!! make no defence, and that Galicia will 
fa:, in: the Lands of the enemy. 

‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Ezrl -f Lervergrai. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Vrscunt Weiingtom, KB. to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary «Sf State. 
‘My Lorn. * Olivera do Hospital, 21st March, 1811. 
‘ I beg to draw vour Lordship’s attention to the necessity of 
removing the French prisoners from Lisbon and Oporto. 
There are now some thousands at those places, particularly at 
the former ; and it is inconvenient and difficult to guard them, 
and to feed them very expensive. I therefore recommend that 
they should be removed to England. 
‘ T have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. *‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieus. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Karl af Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, * Oliveira do Hospital, 21st March, 1811. 
‘ As, from the present state of the contest in the Peninsula, 
I consider it very improbable that the British army can be 
under the necessity of embarking, 1 have thought it proper, in 
obedience to your Lordship’s former orders, to request Admi- 
ral Berkeley to send to England all the transports and other 
vessels attached to the army, with the exception of the troop 
ships of war, and coppered transport tonnage sufficient to coa- 
tain 3000 men, and horse transports for 300 horses; and a cer- 
tain number of vessels to contain the regimental baggage of 
the regiments which 1 propose should be kept affoat. 


NX The ordnance store ships will not go for some time, as it 
nd 
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will be necessary to land the ordnance stores. I also propose 
to retain about 2500 tons of ordnance transports to keep afloat 
the battering train. 

‘I have not yet fixed upon any regiments to be sent back 
to England in consequence of the enemy’s retreat ; and I beg 
to know from your Lordship, whether you still desire that the 
force here should be reduced, and to what extent. 

‘I have also apprized the Admiral of my opinion, that the 
squadron which came to the Tagus, under Sir Thomas Wil- 
liams, may be allowed to return to England. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Bacellar. 


‘Sir, ‘ Oliveira do Hospital, 22nd March, 1811. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter 
of the 21st. 

‘ The advanced guard of the British army will be this day 
between Sampayo and Celorico, and I imagine that the enemy 
will have passed Celorico. I beg you to direct Colonel Wil- 
son’s advanced posts to communicate with those of the army. 

‘I have been obliged to halt the army this day to wait for 
supplies of provisions which they had outmarched, but I hope 
to be able to move the whole to-morrow. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* General Bucellar, * WELLINGroN. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Oliveira do Hospital, 22nd March, 18? 1. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th, 
relative to requisitions on the country in the neighbourhood of 
Santarem and Valada for carriages and grain, &c, for the 
British troops; in answer to which, I have to inform you, that 
the British troops have not had a carriage, or any provisions, 
from that part of the country for many months past. I 
recommend to the Government to adopt some effectual mea- 
sures to prevent the possibility, or necessity, of these requisi- 
tions for the service of the Portuguese troops. 

‘ In answer to your other letter of the 16th instant, contain- 
ing a complaint against Captain of the Engineers, 
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I have to inform you that I have referred it to the chief 
engineer, and I shall decide upon the subject as soon as I shall 
receive his answer to my reference. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Oliveira do Hospital, 22nd March, 1811, 

‘1 enclose a letter which I received last night from Lord 
Liverpool, upon the subject of the additions to be made to the 
Portuguese subsidy. 

‘ My opinion is, that our Government should assist the 
Portuguese Government with flour, medical stores, barley or 
oats, or Indian corn, purchased in America with bills upon 
England, &c. &c. ; but [ am certain that, unless large supplies 
are sent from England, we cannot give them any money in 
addition to what we now give them. 

* We have outrun our supplies so much, that we have been 
a little distressed for a day or two, and I have been obliged to 
halt all but the advanced guard this day ; but the distress will 
be only momentary, and I shall, I hope, be able to march the 
whole army to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Return the enclosed. 

‘ J have just heard that the vessels arrived for the Portu- 
guese troops at Figueira contained, one sardinias, one baculda, 
the third rice!!!’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

¢ My Dear Lorp, ‘ St Marinha, 23rd Mareb, 1811, 

‘ I have received your letter of the 20th February, to which 
I should not have troubled you with a reply, if I did not con- 
ceive that Government have taken an erroneous view of their 
expenditure and their situation in this country. 

‘ You tell me that the campaign of 1810, in the Peninsula, 
has cost nine millions sterling, including the transports, and eix 
millions exclusive of transports, &c. ; and you compare the 
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expense of this campaign with that of 1808, which cost 
£2,778,000, and with that of 1809, which cost £2,639,000. 
The very statement of this comparison, without adverting to 
the error of omitting the transports and stores, &c., sent in 
kind in 1808 and 1809, points out the error of all calculations 
of this description. 

‘The British army in the Peninsula, in 1808, was larger 
and more expensive than any that has been here since, and 
attended by an equal fleet of transports ; but it began to arrive 
only in August, and the expense incurred was in the last five 
months of the year. Many of those expenses, viz., two 
months’ advanced pay to the troops, &c., debts left unpaid in 
Spain and Portugal, were not paid in the Peninsula; or if 
paid in the Peninsula, not within the period of the account. 

‘ Now, in order to show a fair comparison between the years 
1808 and 1810, the charges of the same troops which were in 
the Peninsula in the latter end of 1808, for the seven first 
months of the year, should be added to the £2,778,000, and 
I believe it would be found that the amount would not be 
much less than the six millions, which is the stated amount 
of the expense of 1810. 

‘ During a great part of 1809 no subsidy was paid to the 
Portuguese Government, and the total amount of the subsidy 
was not half what has been paid in 1810. 

‘The British army also for more than half the year did not 
consist of 20,000 men; but if to the £2,639,000 are to be 
added the expenses of the troops in America, in Walcheren, 
&c. &c., which joined the army in Portugal, and swelled the 
expense here in 1810, it will be found that their expense would 
not fall far short of six millions sterling. 

‘In my opinion, Government are not aware, and have it not 
in their power at present to form an opinion, of the exact ex- 
pense of the war in the Peninsula. ‘The first step to ascertain 
it would be to analyze the charge, and then to see what the 
same army would cost them elsewhere, at home for instance ; 
for I suppose that if the army should be withdrawn from the 
Peninsula, it will not be disbanded. 

‘I conclude that the amount of six millions is made up from 
the payments at the Treasury on account of the Commissary 
General, and the payments on account of Mr. Stuart’s drafts for 
the Portuguese Government ; but if these sunis are analyzed, 
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there will be found one million in round numbers for the Por- 
tuguese subsidy ; £200,000 advanced to the Portuguese Go- 
vernment, and repaid to the Treasury by the Portugues 
Ambassador ; £300,000 advanced to purchase provisions in 
Ireland, to be repaid in this year’s subsidy ; £400,000 ad- 
vanced to buy provisions in America, for the repayment of 
which the provisions themselves will provide ; making nearly 
two millions, of which one million either has been, or will be, 
repaid this year. | 

‘ Then it has cost one million, or 20 per cent. nearly, to find 
specie for the army. 

‘ Let us now see, generally, what this army would cost in 
England. 

‘ The advances in Portugal only have been lately £80,000 
per mensem: they will now be £100,000 per mensem. If 
the army was in England, the advances would be 
double: at all events for the army now in the Peninsula, they 
would amount to £2,000,000 per annum, without beer money, 
marching money, barrack allowances, forage for the cavalry, 
ordnance expenses, hospitals, &c. &c., all of which are covered 
by the amount of the six millions. 

‘I request your Lordship, then, just to consider what is the 
real amount of the late expense incurred by your operations 
in the Peninsula. 

‘ The heavy expense of the army, and one which is peculiar 
to a British army, is the transports, and to that I have nearly 
put an end; but I would observe, that of late years the Go 
vernment have seldom been without tonnage in their service for 
their whole disposable force ; and it is not taking a just view 
of the subject to say that the army in Portugal, in 1810, cost 
a large sum in transports, when the same regiments had pro- 
bably the same transports in their suite in 1808 m Sweden, 
and in 1809 in America or Walcheren. 

‘In the sum of three millions stated for transports and stores 
sent out in kind, I imagine about half would be for transports, 
the other half for stores. Were no stores sent out to Portugal 
or Spain in 1808 or 1809? But there is another question 
upon these stores, which I admit are to be considered as part 
of the expense of the army, and that is, What is the value of 
the remains at the present moment? If it be true, as it is, 


AN we have three months’ supply for this army of many 
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articles now in store, which were sent from England in 1810, 
it is not a true calculation to state that the stores consumed in 
1810 cost £1,500,000. 

The establishments of the country are certainly enormous 

and very expensive, let them be used where they may; but I 
deny that the use of them is more expensive in the Peninsula 
than elsewhere, or that because six millions have been spent in 
the Peninsula in 1810, it follows that the whole scale of expense 
of the empire has been increased to that amount in that year 
beyond the former years, in any other way, or to any greater 
amount, than by the expense of the Portuguese subsidy ; the 
expense of having troops in the field abroad, instead of in 
quarters at home; the expense of procuring specie; and the 
additional price of some articles of consumption purchased in 
the Peninsula, which, in all, I do not calculate for the whole 
Peninsula at more than three millions sterling. 
- “In respect.to the transports, there is another view of the 
subject, which would show that a stronger army would be a 
saving of expense. If I had had 10,000 men more in 1810, I 
would not have kept the transports ; and I send them away now, 
because I think that the events of the campaign have brought 
the enemy to such a situation that the necessity for an em- 
barkation is very remote. The transports (if not kept in 
Government pay after being sent away from the Tagus) would 
cost much more than 10,000 additional troops to this army ; and 
much more than the difference of expense in the employment 
of 10,000 additional troops here, instead of keeping them at 
Cadiz, in Sicily, or Gibraltar, or at home. 

‘ My opinion has invariably been, that it was the interest 
of Great Britain to employ in Portugal the largest army that 
could be spared from other services; and that no more than 
2000 or 2500 men ought to have been stationed at Cadiz, 
which should not have cost a shilling more than their pay. 
‘Fhe expense at Cadiz, which I imagine will amount to no 
trifle, out of the six or nine millions, has been, in my opinion, 
entirely thrown away, equally with the services of the troops, 
which would bave made a great difference here early in the 
last summer. 

‘ In respect to offensive or defensive operations here, if they 
are left to me, I shall carry on either the one or the other, 
according to the means in my power, compared at the time 
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with those of the enemy, and bearing in mind always your 
Lordship’s instructions of the 27th February, 1810, marked A. 

‘I would recommend to Government to increase the force 
here as much as possible, putting down the establishments 
elsewhere, and of course decreasing the expense in those parts 
of the empire from which they draw the troops. By this 
measure they will put it in the power of the officer here to 
avail himself of every opportunity, they will be sure of hold- 
ing this country as long as they please, and they will save the 
whole expense of transports. 

‘I shall be sorry if Government should think themselves 
under the necessity of withdrawing from this country on 
account of the expense of the contest. From what I have 
seen of the objects of the French Government, and the sacri- 
fices they make to accomplish them, I have no doubt that if 
the British army were for any reason to withdraw from the 
Peninsula, and the French Government were relieved from 
the pressure of military operations on the Continent, they 
would incur all risks to land an army in his Majesty's 
dominions. Then indeed would commence an expensive con- 
test; then would his Majesty's subjects discover what are the 
miseries of war, of which, by the blessing of God, they have 
hitherto had no knowledge; and the cultivation, the beauty, 
and prosperity of the country, and the virtue and happiness of 
its inhabitants would be destroyed, whatever might be the 
result of the military operations. God forbid that I should be 
a witness, much less an actor in the scene; and I only hope 
that the King's Government will consider well what I have 
above stated to your Lordship; will ascertain as nearly as is in 
their power the actual expense of employing a certain number 
of men in this country beyond that of employing them at home 
or elsewhere; and will keep up their force here on such a 
footing as will at all events secure their possession without 
keeping the transports, if it does not enable their commander 
to take advantage of events, and to assume the offensive. 

* Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My pear Lorp, « S® Marinha, 23rd March, 1811. 

‘1 assure you that the departure of the General Officers 
from the army was as much against my inclination, as their 
arrival in England was injurious to the public interests. I 
did every thing in my power to prevail upon them not to go, 
but in vain, and Lacknowledge that it has given me satisfaction 
to find that they have been roughly handled in the newspapers. 
The consequence of the absence of some of them has been, 
that in the late operations I have been obliged to be General 
of Cavalry, and of the Advanced Guard, and the leader of two 
or three columns, sometimes on the same day. 

‘ I have requested Colonel Torrens not to allow any General 
Officer to come out in future, who is not willing to declare that 
he has no private business to recall him to England, and that 
he will remain with the army as long as it shall stay in the 
Peninsula. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
« The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


€ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘S* Marinha, 25th March, 1811. 
‘The French retired from Celorico yesterday, and they 
appear to intend to take up a line on the Coa. Their left has 
gone by Guarda, apparently for Sabugal. 
‘I enclose Graham’s dispatches * on his action. 
‘ Believe me, &c. . 


* Lieut. General ‘WELLINGTON. 
Sir B. Spencer, K.B.’ 


@ « Lieut. General Graham to the Earl of Liverpool, Secretary of State. 


¢ My Loro, ‘Isla de Leon, 6th March, 1811. 

‘Captain Hope, my first aide de camp, will have the honor of delivering 
this dispatch, to inform your Lordship of the glorious issue of an action fought 
yesterday by the division under my command, against the army commanded by 
Marshal Victor, composed of the two divisions Rufin and Laval. 

* The circumstances were such as compelled me to attack this very superior 
force. In order as well to explain to your Lordship the circumstances of pecu- 
liar disadvantage under which the action was begun, as to justify myself from 
the imputation of rashness in the attempt, I must state to your Lordship, that 
the allied army, after a night march of sixteen hours from the camp near 
Veger, arrived in the morning of the 5th on the low ridge of Barrosa, about 
four miles to the southward of the mouth of the Santi Petri river. This height 
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sel az eters y. avais mt reach of the easy communication by the ses 
beach. seuss have irvoveé tte wine ated army in al che danger of being 
attacked curice tle cuaracstte evcfusion of the different corps arriving on the 
narcuw ridge of Bermets reariy as the same time. 

> Trusting to tre Known bervtsm of British troops, regardless of the numbers 
and pesitios of their exemy, ac immediate attack was determined on. Major 
Durcan son opened a pywerfu, battery of ten guns in the centre. Brigadier 
General Dilkes. with the brigade of Guards, Lieut. Culonel Browne's (of the 
28th” flank battalion. Lieut. Colonel Norcott’s two companies of the 2nd rife 
corps. and Major Acheson. with a part of the 67th foot (separated from the 
regiment in the wood. formed on the right. 

‘Colonel Wheatler's brigade. with three companies of the Coldstream Guards, 
under Lieut. Colonel Jackson ‘separated likewise from his battalion in the wood} 
and Lieut. Culunel Barnard's flank battalion, formed on the left. 

‘ As soon as the infantry was thus hastily got together, the guns advanced to 
a more favorable position, and kept up a moet destructive fire. 


‘ The right wing proceeded to the attack of General Rufin’s division on the 


1811. SANTA MARINHA. 383 


to Lieut. Colonel Jackson *, although the Lieut. Colonel is not 
yet arrived. 


hill, while Lieut. Colonel Barnard's battalion, and Lieut. Colonel Bushe’s 
detachment of the 20th Portuguese, were warmly engaged with the enemy’s 
tirailleurs on our left. 

* General Laval’s division, notwithstanding the havoc made by Major Dun- 
can’s battery, continued to advance in very imposing masses, opening his fire 
of musketry, and was only checked by that of the left wing. The left wing 
now advanced, firing; a most determined charge by the three companies of 
Guards, and the 87th regiment, supported by all the remainder of the wing, 
decided the defeat of General Laval's division. 

‘ The eagle of the 8th regiment of light infantry, which suffered immensely, 
and a howitzer, rewarded this charge, and remained in possession of Major 
Gough, of the 87th regiment. These attacks were zealously supported by 
Colonel Belson with the 28th regiment, and Lieut. Colonel Prevost with a part 
of the 67th. 

‘A reserve formed beyond the narrow valley, across which the enemy was 
closely pursued, next shared the same fate, and was routed by the same means. 

‘ Meanwhile, the right wing was not less successful. The enemy, confident 
of success, met General Dilkes on the ascent of the hill, and the contest was 
sanguinary ; but the nndaunted perseverance of the brigade of Guards, of Lieut. 
Colonel Browne's battalion, and of Lieut. Colonel Norcott’s, and Major Ache- 
son’s detachment, overcame every obstacle, and General Rufin’s division was 
driven from the heights in confusion, leaving two pieces of cannon. 

‘No expressions of mine could do justice to the conduct of the troops through- 
oat. Nothing less than the almost unparalleled exertions of every officer, the 
invincible bravery of every soldier, and the most determined devotion to the 
honor of his Majesty's arms in all, could have achieved this brilliant success 
against such a formidable enemy so posted. 

‘In less than an hour and a half from the commencement of the action, the 
enemy was in full retreat. The retiring divisions met, halted, aud seemed in- 
clined to form ; a new and more advanced position of our artillery quickly dis- 
persed them. . 

‘ The exhausted state of the troops made pursuit impossible. A position was 
taken on the eastern side of the hill; and we were strengthened on our right 
by the return of the two Spanish battalions that had been attached before to my 
division, but which I had left on the hill, and which had been ordered to retire. 

‘ These battalions (Walloon guards and Ciudad Real) made every effort to 
come back in time, when it was known that we were engaged. 

‘ I understand, too, from General Whittingham, that with three squadrons 
of cavalry he kept in check a corps of infantry and cavalry, that attempted to 
turn the Barrosa height by the sea. One squadron of the and hussars, King’s 
German Legion, under Captain Busche, and directed by Lieut. Colonel Pon- 
sonby (both had been attached to the Spanish cavalry), joined in time to make 
a brilliant and most successful charge against a squadron of French dragoons, 
which Were entirely routed. 

© An eagle, six pieces of cannon, the General of division Rufin, and the Gene- 
ral of brigade Rousseau, wounded and taken; the chief of the staff, General 
Bellegarde, an aide de camp of Marshal Victor, and the Colonel of the 8th regi- 
ment, with many other officers, killed; and several wounded and taken prison- 


* Major General Sir R. Jackson, K.C.B, 
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* Lowe 0 mach t Mae Durcan and the céficers and corps of the Royal 
Artivert, LX to mention them in terms of the highest approbation : never was 
arti,.ers tetter served. 

* The assistance I received from the anwearied exertions of Lieut. Coload 
Macdonali. ard the «dicers of tte Adjutant General's department; af Lient. 
Colonel the Hon. C. Cathcart, and the officers of the Quarter Master General’s 
department : of Captain Birch and Captain Nicholas, and the officers of the 
Royal Engir.eers ; of Captain Hope. and the officers of my personal Staff (all ani- 
mating by their examp-e,. will ever be most gratefu:ly remembered. Our loss hm 
been severe : as soon as it can be ascertained by the proper return, I shall have 
the honor of transmitting it; but much as it is to be lamented, I trust it will 
be considered as a necessary sacrifice. for the safety of the whole allied army. 

‘ Having remained some hours on the Barrosa heights, without being able 
to procure any supplies fur the exhausted troops, the commissariat mules having 
been dispersed on the enemy’s first attack of the hill, I left Major Ross, with 
the detachment of the 3rd battalion of the 95th, and withdrew the rest of the 
division, which crossed the Santi Petri river early the next morning. 

“I cannot conclude this dispatch without earnestly recommending to his 
Majesty’s gracious notice for promotion. Brevet Lieut. Colonel Browne, Major 
of the 28th foot; Brevet Lieut. Colonel Norcott, Major of the 95th; Major 
Duncan, Royal Artillery; Major Gough, of the 87th ; Major the Hon. E. Ache- 
aon, of the 67th: and Captain Birch, of the Royal Engineers, all in the command 
of corps or detachments on this memorable service ; and J confidently trust that 
the bearer of this dispatch, Captain Hope (to whom I refer your Lordship for 
further details), will be promoted, on being permitted to lay the eagle at his 
Majesty's feet. 

‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 
« The Earl of Liverpool. ‘Tuomas GRAHAM, Lieut. Gen. 


‘ P.S.— I beg leave to add, that two Spanish officers, Captains Miranda and 
ns attached to my Staff, behaved with the utmost intrepidity. T.G. 
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Sth instant. I have no doubt whatever that their success 
would have had the effect of raising the siege of Cadiz, if the 


* My Lorp, * Isla de Leon, 10th March, 1811. 


‘ Thave the honor to transmit to your Lordship the return of the killed 
and wounded in the action of the Sth instant, and I have the satisfaction to 
add, that the wounded in general are doing well. 

‘ By the best account that can be collected from the wounded French officers, 
the enemy had about 8000 men engaged. Their loss, by reports from Chiclana; 
in killed, wounded, and prisoners, is supposed to amount to 3000; I have no 
doubt of its being very great. . 

‘I transmit, too, a return of the ordnance in our possession, and also the most 
accurate note that can be obtained of prisoners, most of whom &re wounded. 
They are so dispersed in different hospitals, that an exact return has not yet 
been obtained. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
© The Earl of Liverpool. * Tuomas Granam, Lieut. Gen. 


: €P.S. Detachments of cavalry and infantry have been daily emp!oyed in 
carrying off the wounded, and burying the dead, till the evening of the 8th 
instant, by which time all the enemy's wounded that could be found among the 
brushwood and heath were brought in. 


{ Return of the nature and number nf pieces of Ordnance taken in the action of Bur- 
rosa, on the Sth of March, 1811. 


‘Two seven inch howitzers, 3 heavy eight pounders, 1 four pounder, with 
their ammunition waggons, and a proportion of horses, 


© Return of Prisoners of War taken in the aetivn of Barrosa, on the Sthof March, 1811. 
‘Two General officers, 1 field officer, 9 captains, 8 subalterns, 420 rank and 
file. 
¢ N.B.—The General of brigade Rousseau, and 2 captains, since dead of their 
wounds. 


© Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Troops under the Command of 
Lieut. General Graham, in the Action of Barrosa, with the French Corps 
d’ Armée commanded by Marshal Victor, on the 51h March, 1811. 


Total loss of Officers, 

Non-Commiasioned 

Officers, and Rank 
and File. 


8 
fia 
© 
a 
E 


Killed 
Wounded 


Missing . 





VOL. VII. 2C 


et} PRIE. 1811. 


Sen Tre Lu dace my efi D pest “bem : and I am 
Spi an. Tg ir pint IE te zou thet if vou 
Lal HIT feet OD ce ICNNX JMMMUCCRS to attack the 
Se a FS MON LL liC Ses & WOE VEXUPOUS one, 
Sle Wor duit AT Bu Laws Je act. 

‘las “a: THEME Tal AU 2 Watiew sBousd not have 
TEST ne Iv L. Te SoeTienEs SIRS my: reasonably 
lé 2e DUR of. IME 71 ur comme vourself with the 
wae Tut 7.0. Sul "Tur Ifmat m2 af al events, saved 
De Mie VONT. AU lat cre iniors 2 2e excent of benefit to 
de eee Sm CT CUS > 1? Te red to those who 
WNL METS lei DUR HITIOCEE- Som Sherr. 

Die SRUUET if le SCMUATS <1 rwGt 23s expedition 
SET le sume & lure ere cceerred it to be. They 
THIS Dé ue Ce IC Mi SAT. SOLS provssons or rest, 
BS ST oa SI semeses à moment's delay to 
Fri ser 5 tie Cemsres mu fice satiers. They 
TE De sent" D OUI L Ras as ©: Se use to make any 
ERETUC. LC II SEUL = Lit Tea. even © asy pan had been 
Femmes IC Den vien De nome? + acon arrives, they 
ES LICE: ue if mevemert. set ther stand by to see 
Ter Ls ach er. bul As ESS Le ze them because they 
D Dé Shilo. DIR TOUTES etertwes 50 shica human nature 


+ L'aceuriz we Triemest dé your withdrawing to the Isla 
om ite Gt. bs Zi SL aimisy the rrompatude and deter- 
marne od sur aies i€ the Sch. acu I most sincerely con- 
gTa tas sie EE the brave croope under vour command, où 
WOES SUXUESS. 

> Mr. Weleses wil commuskate to vou the state of affairs 
here. 

* I Gave the honor to be. &c. 


* Linn:. Graves Grzhin *W ELLINGTON. 


Liesi. General Visssuat Welington, K.B., to —— ——. 


* Sir, « S® Marinha 25th March, 1811. 


‘ I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th Janu- 
ary in duplicate by the last post. 

‘I beg to inform you that I have nothing to say to the 
accuunts of the Lusitanian legion, or to your demands as an 
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officer belonging to that corps, and 1 forward your letter to 
Sir William Beresford, with a copy of this. 

‘I perfectly recollect that you applied to me for leave of 
absence at Talavera, and I answered you that your applica- 
tion ought to be recommended by your commanding officer, 
, who was on the spot, and that, at all events as 
you were in the Portuguese service, I could not give you leave 
without reference to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ You quitted the army without any leave from me, or any 
further communication with me, and you went to the south of 
Spain. Upon an application from Marshal Beresford that you 
should be sent back to Portugal to arrange some Portuguese 
unsettled accounts with the Government of the Lusitanian 
legion, | endeavored to have you sent back from Cadiz, but 
you went to England, certainly without any leave from me, or 
from any other authority that I know of. 

‘ J have the honor to be, &c. 
—_— ——_.,’ * WELLINGTON. - 








Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My Dear BeresrorpD, ‘ S* Marinha, 25th March, 1811. 

‘ received last night your letters of the 19th and 21st, and 
I am very uneasy at your not having received my letter of the 
18th, which I sent you again in duplicate on the 20th. Unfor- 
tunately the magistrate at Goes stopped the guide on the 20th 
from an excess of zeal, as his horse was shod in the French 
mode, although the guide was Portuguese. 

‘I still hope that you will save Campo Muyor. If so, the 
first thing to do will be to drive Mortier across the Guadiana, 
and shut up Badajoz. 

‘ The possession which the French have got of Alburquerque 
and Valencia de Alcantara may render it necessary for you to 
alter the course of proceeding, the general outlines of which 
were chalked out in my letter of the 20th. You must get 
these places from Mortier again, and it will be necessary to 
cover the operation against them by a respectable force on the 
right of the Guadiana, close to Badajoz. When you have 
cleared Estremadura between the Tagus and the Guadiana, 
then will be the time to make your arrangements for crossing 
the latter, and closing in Badajoz on the left of that river. 

2c® 
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Lieut. Genera. j'ivcent Weaang:.n, K.B., io Vice idmiral 
che Hom. G. Berkesey. 

‘Sm, « S* Marinha, 25th Mareb, 1811. 

‘ J have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st 
instant, regarding the number cf French prisoners at Lisbon. 
I bave applied to Government for permission to send them to 
England, and it is necessary that I should wait for their de- 
cision before I incur any expense for their detention. 

‘ The Commissary General will be ordered to disembark the 
corn from his Majesty's troop ships. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley: 
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Lreut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admirat 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
€ My DEaR SIR, ‘ Se Marinha, 25th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 19th, and I will take 
care that in future there shall be no difficulty about your 
seeing the dispatches. I have written to Government respect- 
ing the number of our prisoners. 

‘I should be very happy to forward your wishes for your 
son, who has, in my opinion, every claim for promotion. I am 
afraid, however, I could not send him home with dispatches 
written by me, which could give the bearer of them a claim to 
promotion, as he is not in my family, and it is the invariable 
practice of the army to send dispatches of that description by 
an aide de camp. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley: 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My DEAR Sir, ‘Se Marinha, 25th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your private letter of the 19th, and your 
official letter of the 21st; and I yesterday received one from 
Dom M. de Forjaz of the 19th, to which I have sent a reply. 
In that letter I have explained to what department of the 
state I attributed blame. The first want is money, and the 
next is an efficient and active commissariat, and punishment 
for neglect. The Portuguese army are really falling off to an 
alarming degree, and much time will elapse, and much care 
must be given to them to bring them about again. Some of 
the regiments which ought to be 1400 men, have not 500 in 
the ranks. 

‘The orders respecting the countries evacuated by the 
enemy are like every thing else the Government do—they sound 
well to the ear, and look well to the eye; but there is the want 
in them of the practical experience which is to carry them 
into execution. Our soldiers, who fed the people in their can- 
tonments, were better legislators than Principal Souza. They 
should open markets of provisions at every point on the Tagus, 
and on the coast, as high up as the Mondego; nothing but that 
measure will save the people, who are in a very miserable state. 
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notion of the comparative strength of the contending armies, 
Even the column fit for duty exceeds the number to be 
reckoned upon for any operation, because the troops at Lisbon 
and in garrison must be deducted from these numbers; but 
still those numbers would be much nearer the mark than the 
statement of the totals. Then, in reckoning the cavalry, the 
number of men, and not the number of horses, is reckoned. 
Just to show you how this mode of statement alters the relative 
strength of the contending armies, I mention that in April, 
1810, Junot’s return of the 8th was about 25,900 effective. 
The total was 38,000. Ney’s corps was above 40,000 total, 
the effectives more than 31,000; their returns of July were 
nearly the same, or rather more. ‘The two together are called 
in the abstract 57,000 in July, which they were effective; but 
our totals against them would have given us an equal army ; 
whereas I never had, British and Portuguese, 32,000 in Beira. 
The Portuguese regulars in July are called 40,000, including 
4000 cavalry, and the British 32,000, and the militia 45,000. 
Your Lordship has a return of July, which shows you the 
effective force of the Portuguese regulars, and how disposed of. 
The militia are called at the same time 45,000; the same re- 
turn states 36,000 armed, but the fact is, there never have been 
25,000 under arms; and of the total militia there were in that 
month nearly 7000 absent without leave. In October, in the 
same manner, the totals are stated instead of the effectives. 
I refer your Lordship to my letter of the 3rd of November * for 
an accurate account of the effective strength of both armies, 
including Spaniards. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


© My DEAR Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 26th March, 1811. 

‘I received last night your letter of the 22nd instant. The 
supply of the Portuguese troops is certainly an object of very 
great importance; but it is impossible for me to allow the 
demands of the Portuguese Minister for the stores of the British 
army to be complied with, without reference to the Commis- 
sary General or me; more particularly as, under the arrange- 


* See Vol. VE. p. 352. 
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ten inves 22e Portuguese army. I then reeommend. first, that 
the Justa ce Viseres should be abo.ished. and that in lieu of 
tat Board a Commissariat should be appointed. consisting of 
a Cou.missary General. and a certain number of deputy com- 
inissarics and assistant commissaries and clerks, to perform the 
task of provinoring the Portuguese army. 

‘ ‘The commissariat and the medical department to be placed 
under military law; but it is to be clearly understood that the 
rise of each individual is not to be regulated on apy military 
principles, but each to be promoted according to his merits. 

‘ The Commissary General to receive possession of all the 

Nyeeazine and stores of the Junta de Viveres, and to corre- 
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spond in the same manner with the magistrates in the different 
districts. 

‘ In my opinion it will be very difficult, if not impossible, to 
increase our payments in specie to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment ; and considering that we now feed so large a proportion 
of the army, it will not probably be necessary. I shall direct 
the Commissary General to furnish you with an account of 
every thing issued to the Portuguese Government up to the 
24th of March, as soon as possible; and I recommend that 
you should begin by settling and closing the account with the 
Portuguese Government up to that day. It would not do to 
allow the quibbles of Joaquim da Costa, or of the Conde de 
Redondo, to impede this settlement. We are decided upon the 
justice of the view which we have taken of the intentions of 
the King’s Government in regard to past transactions, and the 
account must be settled and closed according to that view. 

* We ought then, in my opinion, to insist upon the Govern- 
ment finding funds,—First ; ‘To pay their officers and troops, 
regulars as well as militia, regularly. 

‘Secondly ; To pay the bagajetros attached to the several 
regiments, who, by the bye, have not been paid or fed for the 
last six months. 

‘ Thirdly ; To pay all the departments of their army. 

‘ Fourthly ; The medical officer should, on the 1st of every 
month, give in an estimate of the expense of his department ; 
and the Government should be obliged to find funds to dis- 
charge it. 

‘Fifthly ; ‘The Commissary General should be obliged to give 
in an estimate, on the Ist of every month, of the articles, and 
their cost, required for his department, stating for what pur- 
pose required, where to be sent, the expense of transport, &c., 
for which the Government should be obliged to find funds. 

‘ The Commissary General must show in each estimate the 
state of his magazines in every part of Portugal, and how far 
each can be made available for the service. 

‘These are the most important departments, in order to 
keep an efficient army in the field ; and I think that the money 
which we can afford to supply from time to time, and the 
assistance which we can give in kind, will enable the Portu- 

uese Government to answer the demands of these several 
§ partments. The balance of the whole subsidy, if any shall 
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be due after all payments and advances on account of the 
Portuguese army shall have been carried to account, might be 
paid to the Portuguese Government, either half-yearly or 
yearly, either in specie or in kind. 

« It must be understood, however, that all useless establish- 
ments must be discontinued ; the navy, for instance ; and every 
thing must be done to increase to the utmost the disposable 
revenue of the Government. 

‘If Joaquim da Costa is not dismissed, he should be warned 
of the necessity of honest and upright conduct, and clear ac- 
counts and estimates given in at an early period in future. 

‘Our Government should be requested to send us as much 
specie as they can. ‘The next best thing is wheat, barley, or 
oats, or wheat flour. I cannot say exactly what quantity 
should be sent in each month, but probably Dom M. de Forjaz 
might be able to let you know what quantity it would be de- 
sirable for the Portuguese army to have. 

‘I have written this letter without consultation with Beres- 
ford ; but | recommend that you should send it to him, for 
his consideration and opinion on the subject to which it 
relates. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will observe to 
Dom M. de Forjaz, that the large quantities of provisions 
which he proposes to send to Figueira will only create there 
an accumulation of supplies of bacaldv, sardinias, and riee 
principally, if some measures are not adopted to have the 
articles brought to the troops. It is certainly a great point 
gained to get the articles out of Lisbon to Figueira, or to any 
other deposit ; but they will rot in this deposit, unless the 
Junta de Viveres should correspond with the commissaries of 
brigades, and find means to forward the articles to the troops, 
into whose stomachs they are finally to go. It is very neces- 
sary to attend to all this detail, and to trace a biscuit from 
Lisbon into the man’s mouth on the frontier, and to provide 
for its removal from place to place by land or by water, or no 
military operations can be carried on, and the troops must 
starve. 

‘I had a letter from Beresford of the 22nd, in which he tells 
me that Campo Mayor held out at 2 o'clock on the 2ist. I 
therefore do not credit the telegraph. 

‘I can make nothing of the lists of persons who get the 
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newspapers. The Portuguese Government must be the best 
judges who are likely to transmit them to the enemy. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ As the Portuguese Government experience great difficulty 
in baking biscuit, probably a monthly supply of that article 
from England would be useful to them, as well as wheat, &c.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorp, ‘ Gouveia, 26th March, 1811. 
‘ I have the honor to enclose the copies of two letters which 
I have received from Lieut. General Sir John Stuart, from 
which it appears that he has not sent from Sicily the troops 
for which your Lordship directed that I should send transports 
to that island, and which I imagined, when I wrote to your 
Lordship on the 21st, had arrived, and had been landed by 
General Graham. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lorp, ‘Gouveia, 26th March, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose a letter of the 9th instant, 
which I have received this day from Marshal Sir William 
Beresford, on the subject of your Lordship's letter to me of the 
17th of January, regarding the clothing of the Portuguese 
army. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My pear BERESFORD, ‘Gouveia, 27th March, 1811. 2 p.u. 
- €T have received your letter of the 23rd this morning; the 
fall of Campo Mayor is very unfortunate. I conceive that the 
letters which I have already written to you are applicable to all 
the cases that can occur. 
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‘ We cannot venture to cross the Guadiana till we get the 
French out of these small places, and we must begin our ope- 
rations towards the south with an attack upon Badajoz, for 
which Elvas must supply the means, if possible : if it has them 
not, I must send them there; this will take time, but that can- 
not be avoided. 

‘ Mr. Kennedy sent 100,000 dollars, to be at your disposal 
for ordinaries or extraordinaries; he has now ordered 50,000 
more; he had ordered 10,000 pair of shoes, he now orders 
10,000 more to be sent to Abrantes. He desired Mr. Dal- 
rymple to keep the Alentejo supplied with provisions for 
25,000 men. A commissary is to be stationed at Abrantes, 
which had better be, for the present, yours. 

‘The French appear to stick about Guarda ; they had yes- 
terday some people well on towards Manteigas, but I have heard 
nothing of them from Grant, and I conclude they were only a 
patrol. Our troops are on the Mondego, towards its source, 
and I manceuvre upon Guarda to-morrow or next day. I can- 
not venture to leave this till concerns here shall be settled, and 
even then it will be difficult. 

‘ The Portuguese troops are falling off terribly ; the effectives 
with me are only 11,586 infantry, and 549 cavalry! The 
infantry have nearly 5800 sick. 

‘ The British Government propose to give another million 
subsidy. Mr. Stuart will send you my letter to him on this 
subject ; in the mean time say nothing about it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘My DEAR SiR, ‘ Gouveia, 27th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 23rd. I can neither 
send the officers of the army away from their duty to arrange 
their baggage, nor can I venture to touch it without being 
arranged by themselves. 

‘ All that Dr. Frank requires is the longest notice that can 
be given to him of the intention to send home the invalids. 
There is really much business to be done on such an occasion. 

‘ T cannot allow any prisoner to be sent to Bordeaux. The 
French Commander in Chief and Government have behaved 
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so ill upon this point, that it is really not fair towards British 
subjects to allow of any indulgence of any description to 


French prisoners. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral “ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My pear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 27th March, 1811. 

‘I enclose a note received last night from General Pack, 
which shows how matters are going on with him. I also beg 
you to mention to Dom M. de Forjaz, that of a gross force 
which ought to be 18,572 infantry, which are with this part of 
the army, there are only 11,586 under arms, and 5800 sick ; 
that is to say, not two thirds of the numbers doing duty, 
and nearly one third of the numbers sick. 

‘ Only conceive the expense of every man produced in the 
field for service ! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq. € WELLINGTON. 


‘ However, since writing the other side, I have heard that 
Colonel Ashworth’s brigade of Portuguese infantry are as badly 
off as General Pack’s; they have nothing to eat, and have sent 
here for it, having before sent to Coimbra and Figueira, 
where they found nothing!! So much for rice, bacalao, aud 
sardinias !” 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
«My pear Henry, ‘ Gouveia, 27th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter C, to the 13th instant, and I 
-enclose my dispatches to this day, which I beg you to com- 
municate to General Graham. 

‘I propose to go into Alentejo as soon as I shall have 
settled matters here, and I shall be able to decide what line 
I shall take respecting the south. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to the Eari of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lorp, * Gouveia, 27th March, 1811. 

‘When I found that the enemy retired with such celerity 
from Moita, I continued the pursuit of them with the cavalry, 
and the light division under Major General Sir William 
Erskine only, supporting these troops with the 6th and 3rd 
divisions of infantry, and by the militia on the right of the 
Mondego; and I was induced to halt the remainder of the 
army till the supplies which had been sent round from the 
Tagus to the Mondego should arrive. This halt was the 
more desirable, as nothing could be found in the ‘country; 
every day’s march increasing the distance from the magazines 
on the T'agus, rendered the supply of the troops more difficult 
and precarious; and the farther advance of the main body for 
a few days did not appear to be necessary. 

‘The cavalry and light troops continued to annoy the 
enemy’s rear, and to take prisoners; and the militia under 
Colonel Wilson had an affair with a detachment of the enemy 
on the 22nd, not far from Celorico, in which they killed 7, and 
wounded several, and took 15 prisoners. The militia under 
General Silveira also took some prisoners on the 25th. 

‘The enemy retired his left, the 2nd corps by Gouveia, 
through the mountains upon Guarda, and the remainder of 
the army by the high road upon Celorico. They have since 
moved more troops upon Guarda, which position they still 
hold in strength. Our advanced guard is in front of Celorico, 
towards Guarda, and at Alverca; and the 3rd division in the 
mountains, and occupying Miserelha and ‘Prados. 

‘The allied troops will be collected in the neighbourhood 
of Celorico to-morrow. Marshal Beresford’s corps assembled 
at Portalegre on the 22nd, but I have reason to believe that 
the enemy had made a practicable breach in Campo Mayor 
on the 2lst, and that the Spanish garrison was obliged to 
capitulate. I have not yet heard the details of the capitu- 
lation. ‘The enemy, while engaged in the attack of Campo 
Mayor, had also obtained possession of the Spanish forts 
of Alburquerque and Valencia de Alcantara. ‘They had made 
prisoners part of the garrison of the former. 

‘ Since T addressed your Lordship on the 21st, I have re- 
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ceived letters from Cadiz to the 13th instant, from which I 
have been made acquainted with the details of the proceedings 
of the expedition which left that place in the latter end of 
February, and of the glorious action fought on the 5th instant, 
and of the result of the expedition. 

‘1 am convinced that his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
will duly appreciate the promptitude with which Lieut. Gene- 
ral Graham decided to attack the enemy in the important 
position of which they had obtained possession ; the vigor with 
which he carried that decision into execution, and the gallantry 
displayed by all the officers and troops upon that glorious 
occasion. 

‘From the accounts which I have received of the ground, 
and from what I know of the nature and disposition of the 
allied army, I have no doubt that if General Graham had not 
determined to make this attack immediately, the allied army 
would have been lost. 

‘I feel equally confident that his Royal Highness will ap- 
prove of Lieut. General Graham’s decision in retiring to the 
Isla de Leon on the 6th instant, adverting to the losses which 
the troops had sustained, the fatigues they had undergone, and 
the omission of the Spanish Commander in Chief to afford 
them any support in the action which they had fought on the 
preceding day. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe from my dispatch of the 26th, 
that I had been misinformed respecting the arrival of the 
troops from Sicily. 

‘General Ballesteros surprised General Ramon, on the 
10th, at Palma, dispersed his detachment, and took from 
him 500 prisoners. General Ballesteros has since retired to 
Valverde, and I hear that General Zayas has been detached 
from Cadiz with 6000 men, including 400 cavalry, to be dis- 
embarked at Huelva, to join General Ballesteros. 

‘It is reported from the north of Spain, that the Imperial 
Guard had been ordered back to France. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
‘P.S. Since writing the above, I have received the report 


of a gallant action of one of our patrols yesterday evening, 
between Alverca and Guarda, under the command of Lieuts. 
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Persse of the 16th light dragoons and Foster of the Royals, 
who attacked a detachment of the enemy's cavalry yesterday 
evening, :between Alverca and Guarda, killed and wounded 
several of them, and took the officer and 37 men prisoners. 

‘ The enemy have withdrawn from Pinhel across the Coa- 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
« My pear Beresrorp, * Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 

‘I have received your letters of the 26th, and [ congratu- 
late you upon your success of the 25th. 

‘ 1 wish you would call together the officers of the dragoons, 
and point out to them the mischiefs which must result from 
the disorder of the troops in action. The undisciplined ardor 
of the 13th dragoons, and Ist regiment of Portuguese cavalry, 
is not of the description of the determined bravery and stead! 
ness of soldiers confident in their discipline and in their 
officers. Their conduct was that of a rabble, galloping as 
fast as their horses could carry them over a plain, after an 
enemy to whom they could do no mischief when they were 
broken ; and the pursuit had continued for a limited distance, 
and sacrificing substantial advantages, and all the objects of 
your operation, by their want of discipline. To this descriptioa 
of their conduct, I add my entire conviction, that if the enemy 
could have thrown out of Badajoz only one hundred men 
regularly formed, they would have driven back these two 
regiments in equal haste and disorder, and would probably 
have taken many whose horses would have been knocked up. 
If the 13th dragoons are again guilty of this conduct, I shall 
take their horses from them, and send the officers and men to 
do duty at Lisbon. I beg that you will tell De Grey how 
well satisfied I was with the conduct of his brigade. 

‘We yesterday manœuvred the French out of Guarda. 
Massena was there, some say with the whole army, I 
think certainly with two corps; but not a shot was fired. 
We ascended the hill in five columns. The enemy went 
off towards Sabugal, the rear guard in admirable order. 
Ney is gone to Salamanca, it is said in arrest. Loison cer- 
tainly commands the 6th corps, and was at Guarda. 

‘I have accounts that Almeida is very badly supplied with 
provisions, and it is reported that the enemy think of blowing 
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up the place. It would be a good end to our concerns on this 
side, to oblige him to adopt that measure, or to give up the 
place; and I think of trying it, if the Commissary General is 
sure of our supplies. Silveira was here yesterday, and is 
gone this day across the Douro, and I shall send there the 
remainder of the militia, as soon as I shall have determined 
what I shall do respecting Almeida. 

‘You will have heard from Austin of the reinforcement 
to Ballesteros. Soult will have to make an option, whether 
he will try to-save Badajoz or Seville; and I think, that 
having got Campo Mayor, and I should suppose Albur- 
querque and Valencia de Alcantara, you ought to lose no time 
in closing up Badajoz, and making your arrangements to 
attack it. If Elvas should want guns, after supplying what 
will be required for the attack of Badajoz, I can send them 
from Lisbon easily, as well as powder. I will also send to 
Elvas all our spare engineers. The breach at Badajoz can 
scarcely be more than stockaded. 

‘I have omitted to answer a question you put to me respect- 
ing Captain Dixon’s artillery, because I conceived the garrison 
order of the 19th decided the matter very fully. But I see 
in a letter from Dom M.de Forjaz to Mr. Stuart, that he 
considers it still undecided which of the brigades of artillery 
are to be taken care of by our Commissariat. I have always 
considered Captain Dixon’s artillery as being in General 
Hamilton's Portuguese division; the mountain 8 pounders 
in General Pack’s brigade, and the carriage 3 pounders in 
Colonel Ashworth’s. These, of course, are to be taken care of 
by the Portuguese Commissariat. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

€ My pear Beresroro, ‘ Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 

‘I enclose a letter which I have received from Fletcher, 
giving information that the Portuguese chief engineer had 
directed certain reports to be made to him by the Portuguese 
engineers employed in our works under Captain Williams. I 
shall be obliged to you if you will intimate to the chief engi- 
neer, that as the Portuguese Government do not pay any part 
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of the expense, he has nothing to say to them, or nothing to do 
with the execution of the work, it does not appear to me to be 
very necessary that he shouid have this information, and that 
information of this description, when pot necessary to give it, 
should be wi:hheld from every body. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, KB s WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Ser W.C. Beresford, K.B. 
€ My pear Beresrorp, * Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 6 Pu. 

‘I have received vour letter of the 27th instant. Besides 
the boats in Elvas, there are fifteen river boats in J urumenha, 
under which place there is an excellent ford. 
appears to me to be a little inclined to make difficulties about 
the passages of the rivers, and upon all this I can only say, 
that if the Guadiana cannot be passed in safety, with the means 
in possession, or at command, the troops must remain on the 
right of the river, and of course can do nothing. Tin pon- 
toons are just as good as others; and whatever 
may say, they will positively bear field pieces. Between 
chevalets, boats, Spanish and English pontoons, and a ford, 
I should hope that the Guadiana may be passed in safety. 

‘I am concerned to hear that the troops are so much dis- 
tressed for want of shoes: 20,000 pairs have been ordered, but 
it must be understood, that the shoes sent by the British Com- 
missariat are for the British troops. 150,000 dollars, also for 
the British troops only, have been ordered into the Alentejo, 
and an hospital for 500 men, for British troops only, has 
been ordered to Estremoz, and I believe has arrived there; 
and another hospital has been ordered to Abrantes. I believe 
you will find all this sufficient for the British troops. But if 
more is wanted, it shall be added, although I believe that of 
all articles, the troops in the Alentejo have more than their 
proportion. 

‘ I have just seen Mr. Kennedy: the 10,000 shoes, and the 
100,000 dollars, were ordered to be sent to Mr. ‘Thompson, 
on the 9th of this month. The hospital was ordered six weeks 
ago. I think that, considering that only one brigade of 
Genera] Stewart's division did more than march from the 
‘Tagus, and that Cole’s division does not amount to 5000 
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British, 10,000 pairs of shoes would, in the first instance, be 
a reasonable supply ; unless, indeed, the men should have sold 
their shoes. ‘The second 10,000 pairs have been ordered to 
Abrantes, and were not ordered till your requisition was 
received. The order for the gun ammunition went long ago. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

€ Sir, * Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 25th 
March, regarding the baggage in the transports. I have 
given directions that an officer belonging to each regiment may 
be sent to Lisbon to arrange the baggage, and to destroy such 
part as may be useless. In the mean time, I request that a 
transport, or other vessel, may be allotted to hold the baggage 
of one, two, or three battalions in the same division, and that 
the remainder of the transports may be sent to England, ac- 
cording to the request contained in my letter of the 20th. 

€ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon, G. Berkeley. 

‘My DEAR SIR, ° ‘ Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 

‘It always gives me pleasure to attend to any suggestion of 
yours ; but it is very desirable that, as I am now at a great 
distance from Lisbon, and the communication is so slow that 
a reference to me must take eight days, the directions which I 
give to the inferior departments of the army should be carried 
into execution without reference, as I generally consider well 
the various conveniences and inconveniences of any orders before 
I give them. 

© When I know that the present Ministers complain of the 
expense of the war in the Peninsula, that their opponents 
declare that they would withdraw the army, and that the con- 
duct of the Spaniards affords a good reason for so doing, I 
consider it my duty not to be unprepared to obey such an 
order if I should receive it; and to be able to obey it without 
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exposing to insult, by the populace at Lisbon, the King's 
Minister, yourself, and those of his Majesty's officers and sub- 
jects who should reside there. On this ground I bave deter- 
mined that the regimental baggage should remain in the trans- 
ports, or otherwise afloat; and I have directed the commanding 
officers of the regiments to send an officer of each down to 
Lisbon to arrange it, and to destroy such of it as is useless; 
and I shall be obliged to you if, till that is done, you will allot 
a transport to hold the baggage of one, two, or three battalions 
belonging to the same division. 

‘ [In respect to the ordnance stores, they must be at St 
Julian. I am aware of the delay in getting what we shall 
require from thence, and was aware of it before I made that ar- 
rangement; but if I am willing to put up with that inconve- 
nience, Colonel Fisher need not complain of it. 

‘I have ordered the 58th regiment to Lisbon to relieve the 
marines that belong to Sir Thomas Williams's squadron. 

“ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
€ My DEAR SIR, ‘ Celorico, 30th March, 1811. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 25th. We victual 
the Ist and 3rd Cacadores in the light division, and the 2nd 
Cacadores in the 7th division, the Ist Lusitanian legion in 
the 4th division, and the 2nd Lusitanian legion in the 5th 
division. 

‘ The 4th Cacadores are in General Pack’s brigade, the 5th 
in General Hamilton’s Portuguese division, and the 6th in 
Colonel Ashworth’s brigade, and these must be victualled by 
the Portuguese Commissaries. 

‘1 enclose a copy of my order of the 19th, which, in my 
opinion, leaves no difficulty on the subject of what troops are 
to be victualled by us, and what by the Portuguese Commis- 
sariat. The difficulty is to get any thing from the latter. 

‘ There is a note from General Pack this morning, whom 
I have been obliged to leave behind. He has had one day's 
rice, and one day’s Indian corn or bread (mentioned in his last 
note, which I sent to you), since I saw him, twelve days ago! ! 
It is really a joke to talk of carrying on the war with these 
p-ople. 
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‘ By your letter of the 25th, it would appear that you wish 
that I should extend the arrangement of the 5th March to the 
whole Portuguese army. I am perfectly aware of the advan- 
tage which I personally should derive from this measure, and 
you may depend upon it that I limited the operation of the 
arrangement for good reasons. 

‘ To find provisions for an army is doing only half what 
is necessary, as you will see when you recollect that there are 
plenty of provisions, as Dom M. de Forjaz says, at Villa 
Franca, Figueira, Tojal, and Lisbon; but these provisions are 
useless to the troops in the field, if there are not means of 
transport to carry them up to the troops who are to consume 
them. 

‘ The means of transport which I have at my command are 
Spanish muleteers, and no others. ‘These will not attend the 
Portuguese troops. When the Portuguese troops are in Brit- 
ish divisions, the muleteers believe that the provisions they 
carry are for the English soldiers, and of course there is no 
difficulty; but they would refuse to attend General Pack’s 
brigade for instance, and therefore I cannot pretend to supply 
them. ‘The Government, who can, or pretend they can, com- 
mand the means of transport of the country, must supply this 
part of their own army. | 

‘ I do not know what to make of the French army. They 
had yesterday, some say, the whole force, but certainly not 
less than two corps under Massena himself, upon Guarda, 
which is one of the strongest positions in the country. We 
manœuvred them out of is, in five columns, without firing a 
shot ; and they went off towards the Coa in considerable con- 
fusion, except the rear guard, which retired in excellent order. 
They were much stronger than we. I had only three divisions 
on the hill. 

‘You see that Beresford has retaken Campo Mayor, and 
he would have cut off the troops there, and their artillery, if it 
had not been for our dragoons, who invariably get out of 
order, and pursue any little advantage they acquire too far. 

‘I think there is a chance of getting the French out of 
Almeida. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq? € WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Lobo. 


‘Sir, ‘ Celorieo, 31st March, 1811. 

‘I wrote some time ago to the Government to request that 
a bridge might be laid over the Zezere, at Punhete, and that 
the bridge belonging to Abrantes, which is now laid over the 
Tagus, at Tancos, might be removed to its old situation. I 
beg you to let me know whether any, and what progress has 
been made in these services. 

‘ I now write to the Government to request that a flying 
bridge may be sent up to Villa Velha; but as some time will 
necessarily elapse before that can be done, I request you to 
direct that some of the boats belonging to the other ferries on 
the Tagus, between Abrantes and the Portuguese frontier, 
may be taken to Villa Velha, as it is of the utmost importance 
that the communication between the troops in Beira, and those 
on the Guadiana, should be opened by that route as soon as 
may be practicable. 

‘I request you to report to Marshal Beresford that you 
have received these directions, and report to him, as well as to 
me, the progress which may have been made in performing the 
service directed. 

‘I shall pay the proprietor of the ferry boats any reasonable 
sum for the time they may be detained at Villa Velha. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Colonel Lobo.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Celorico, 3ist March, 1811. 

‘ | think it would be advisable that the senior officer with 
the Portuguese troops with this part of the army should have 
some general charge of the whole, as far as regards their com- 
munication with the civil departments, viz., pay, medical, and 
commissariat, as it is impossible for me to enter into the de- 
tails of these departments ; and unless some body does regulate 
the communication between the several corps and them, we 
shall get into sad confusion. 

‘It is very desirable that some steps should be taken to get 
the Portuguese troops out of the hospitals. ‘To send a soldier 
to the hospital, under existing circumstances, is tantamount to 
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giving his discharge; and the regiments are terribly reduced 
in numbers. The 9th regiment have 694 rank and file for 
duty ; the 21st regiment, 496 ; the 2nd battalion Lusitanian 
legion, 378; 3rd _ infantry, 601; 15th, 460; 8th, 780; th, 
902; 19th, 856; 2nd Cacadores, 365; Ist ditto, 352; Ist 
regiment, 749; 16th, 691; 4th Cacadores, 352; and 6th 
ditto, 342, This is but little more than half their strength. 

‘Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have seen Dr. Frank 
about your hospitals. He says that the hospital must now be 
at Estremoz, and another at Abrantes. The former left Aldea 
Galega on the 18th, and an order went express from Lisbon 
on the 24th to stop it at Estremoz. The latter is ordered up 
from Villa Nova. The medical establishment of the former is 
sufficient for any number of sick you can have. Indeed it was 
formed in the expectation that you might have a general action. 
It has 300 beds, which can be increased to 600 or 800 if you 
like it. The latter has 800 beds. Both are formed on the 
principle, that all cases likely to be tedious should be sent 
to Lisbon, and that very slight cases should remain with their 
regiments. 

‘ Pakenham wrote to you, by mistake, that I thought the 
Estremoz hospital ought to go to Crato. You must be the 
best judge where it ought to be. I think Estremoz the best 
situation till you have Elvas in the rear of your corps, and 
then Elvas. 

‘ The greatest part of the French army have crossed the 
Coa. We shall be at that river to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 
‘ | have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 27th 
instant. Captain Holloway, of the Engineers, is the officer 
charged with the construction of the jetties at St. Julian. 
_ * The person who requested from you the pile-driving ma- 
chine is a person to be employed specially in that business, 
and he will not begin, of course, till he shall receive his in- 
structions from Captain Holloway. 


‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 


the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
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means which are required to enable the army to carry on its 
operations at a distance from its magazines, it is necessary that 
it should be known to the British Government, that they may 
adopt such measures on the subject as they may think proper. 

‘ This is the only letter which I shall write upon this sub- 
ject; and if I should find that efficient measures are not 
adopted to force the people to bring forward the means of 
transport in the province, I shall withdraw the army to the 
neighbourhood of its magazines. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq.’ © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State 
6 My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 

« The difficulty experienced at different times in this country 
in collecting boats and materials for a bridge over the several 
rivers over which the army may have to pass, induces me to 
suggest to your Lordship the expediency of sending to this 
country a bridge consisting of 80 pontoons, with their car- 
riages, &c. complete. 

‘ As this description of equipment is not always required 
with the army, I do not think it necessary to require horses 
for it; and I propose to move it by bullocks, if it should be 
wanted. But the harness for the horses might be sent with 
the carriages, in case at any time it should be expedient to 
move it with extraordinary celerity, and to use for this pur- 
pose horses of the Artillery. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My Lorp, * Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 
‘ The demand for shoes increases to such a degree that it is 
desirable that 150,000 pairs should be sent to the Tagus as 
soon as it may be practicable. It is very desirable that the 
shoes sent to the army should be of the best quality for wear, 
and should be made of the largest size. 
‘ The destruction of this necessary article to a soldier is very 
much increased by the bad quality of the shoes sent out, and 
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by their being in general too small; and as the operations of 
the army have now been removed to a distance from Lisbon, 
the inconvenience and difficulty of supplying their consump- 
tion are much increased ; at the same time, that as the soldiers 
pay for the shoes they receive, it is but just towards them that 
they should be of the best quality for their purpose, and 
should fit them. . 

‘While writing upon this subject, it is desirable that I 
should inform your Lordship, that the Portuguese troops feel 
the inconvenience of the want of their shoes, which ought to 
have arrived at Lisbon in January last; and that it is neces- 
sary that the shoes sent for them should be as large in size as 
those sent for the British troops. 

‘Itis also desirable that 100,000 pairs of soles and heels 
should be sent out at the same time with the shoes; and that 
the Commissary General should be made acquainted with the 
price of them. | 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

6 My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 


“I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Colo- 
nel Fletcher of the Royal Engineers. It is desirable that the 
corps of Engineers with this army should be increased if it can 
be done consistently with other objects. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpoul. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Viscount Palmerston, 
Secretary at War. 
‘ My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 
‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter 
of the 16th February, regarding the bounty given to deserters 
from the enemy on enlistment into the King’s German Legion; 
in answer to which, I have the honor to inform your Lordship, 
that the German Legion were never authorized by me to give 
any bounty to any recruit on enlistment, beyond that stated 
in the letter from the Deputy Adjutant General of the 16th 
February. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Ksq. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Celorico, 3ist March, 1811. 

‘In addition to the bridge of boats over the Zezere, and 
that over the Tagus at Abrantes, respecting which I had the 
honor of addressing you on the 16th March, it is desirable that 
a flying bridge should be established over the Tagus, at Villa 
Velha; and I request you to apply to the Portuguese Govern- 
ment to give directions that one may be established there of 
large dimensions, as soon as it may be practicable. 

‘ As it is desirable that the troops may be able to communi- 
cate with those on the Guadiana by this route, as soon as may 
be practicable, I have sent to the Governor of Abrantes the 
directions, of which I enclose the draft ; and I request you to 
apply to the Portuguese Government to aid the performance 
of this service, by their orders to the civil magistrates, without 


loss of time. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


« C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eaq. 
‘Sir, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 

‘ The wants of the Portuguese Government of an immediate 
supply of money, induce me to suggest for their consideration 
the expediency of calling upon the mercantile body of the 
kingdom to pay into the treasury, in the course of the month 
of April, their income tax for the year 1811. 

‘I conclude that the Government will have adopted some 
measure to force this body to pay to the state the real tenth of 
their incomes; and if they have done so, the measure which I 
now suggest will give them immediately a very large available 
resource, which would go far to defray their expenses, till the 
other improvement in the revenue should take place. At the 
same time it can be no hardship upon the mercantile body, 
who, notwithstanding that they have realized such enormous 
profits by the war, have contributed comparatively nothing 
to the expenses of the State. 

‘I also request you to draw the attention of the Government 
to the increasing profits of the Oporto Wine Company, as to 
an available resource to a large amount. I understand that 
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this company have recently quadrupled the amount of their 
purchases under their monopoly. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 


_ Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ “Sie, * Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 

‘I beg you again to draw the attention of the Governors of 
the kingdom to the want of supplies by Brigadier General 
Pack’s and Colonel Ashworth’s brigades of Portuguese in- 
fantry. I have been obliged to leave the former in the rear. 
The latter are in the neighbourhood of this place. The troops 
comprising it have had nine days’ provisions in twenty-four 
days, of which the greatest part of the bread, and nearly all 
the meat, were supplied by the British commissariat, and the 
commanding officer has this day reported that the troops are 
without subsistence of any description. I have desired them 
to halt likewise, if they cannot get provisions. 

‘This is the assistance I receive from the Portuguese 
Government ! 

‘ I also beg you to draw the attention of the Government to 
the operations on the frontiers of Alentejo. These are be- 
coming of the utmost importance, not only to Portugal, but to 
the allies in general. It is obvious that they cannot be carried 
‘on without a constant communication with the magazines, as 
well at Abrantes as with those at Lisbon ; for the inhabitants 
of the Alentejo will supply nothing to the troops. 

‘ I now request you to give notice to the Government, that 
they must either enforce their own law strictly, and oblige the 
inhabitants of the Alentejo to give the commissaries of the 
army the use of their carriages, for the payment of hire; or 
that the operations upon that frontier must be discontinued, 
and I must draw the army back to its magazines. 

‘That province has been untouched by the enemy. The 

carriages must be in it; and yet I have been able to pro- 
cure only 34, to remove the articles necessary for the esta- 
blishment of an hospital for Marshal Beresford’s corps at 
Estremoz. 

‘If the Government are tired of the war, and do not choose 
to exert themselves to. oblige the pcople to bring forward the 
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means which are required to enable the army to carry on its 
operations at a distance from its magazines, it is necessary that 
it should be known to the British Government, that they may 
adopt such measures on the subject as they may think proper. 

‘ This is the only letter which I shall write upon this sub- 
ject; and if I should find that efficient measures are not 
adopted to force the people to bring forward the means of 
transport in the province, [ shall withdraw the army to the 
neighbourhood of its magazines. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Ltverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
6 My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 

‘ The difficulty experienced at different times in this country 
in collecting boats and materials for a bridge over the several 
rivers over which the army may have to pass, induces me to 
suggest to your Lordship the expediency of sending to this 
country a bridge consisting of 80 pontoons, with their car- 
riages, &c. complete. 

‘As this description of equipment is not always required 
with the army, I do not think it necessary to require horses 
for it; and I propose to move it by bullocks, if it should be 
wanted. But the harness for the horses might be sent with 
the carriages, in case at any time it should be expedient to 
move it with extraordinary celerity, and to use for this pur- 
pose horses of the Artillery. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 

‘ The demand for shoes increases to such a degree that it is 
desirable that 150,000 pairs should be sent to the Tagus as 
soon as it may be practicable. It is very desirable that the 
shoes sent to the army should be of the best quality for wear, 
and should be made of the largest size. | 

‘ The destruction of this necessary article to a soldier is very 
much increased by the bad quality of the shoes sent out, and 
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by their being in general too small; and as the operations of 
the army have now been removed to a distance from Lisbon, 
the inconvemence and difficulty of supplying their consump- 
tion are much increased ; at the same time, that as the soldiers 
pay for the shoes they receive, it is but just towards them that 
they should be of the best quality for their purpose, and 
should fit them. . 

‘While writing upon this subject, it is desirable that I 
should inform your Lordship, that the Portuguese troops feel 
the inconvenience of the want of their shoes, which ought to 
have arrived at Lisbon in January last; and that it is neces- 
sary that the shoes sent for them should be as large in size as 
those sent for the British troops. 

‘Itis also desirable that 100,000 pairs of soles and heels 
should be sent out at the same time with the shoes; and that 
the Commissary General should be made acquainted with the 
price of them. | 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

6 My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 


‘ I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Colo- 
nel Fletcher of the Royal Engineers. It is desirable that the 
corps of Engineers with this army should be increased if it can 
be done consistently with other objects. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpoul. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Viscount Palmerston, 
Secretary at War. 
« My Lorp, ‘ Celorico, 31st March, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter 
of the 16th February, regarding the bounty given to deserters 
from the enemy on enlistment into the King’s German Legion; 
in answer to which, I have the honor to inform your Lordship, 
that the German Legion were never authorized by me to give 
any bounty to any recruit on enlistment, beyond that stated 
in the letter from the Deputy Adjutant General of the 16th 
February. 
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‘The object of the different orders from the Secretary of 
State was to encourage desertion, with which the King’s 
German Legion had nothing to do. It was my business to 
encourage soldiers to desert from the enemy by every means 
in my power, under the orders from the Secretary of State; 
and that of the commanding officer of the German Legion to 
enlist such men as chose to enlist in that corps, likewise under 
the orders of the Secretary of State, upon a bounty of four 
guineas, which was never altered. 

‘ T have the honor to be, &c. 


* Viscount Palmerston, ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Secretary at War.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
_ Str W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My DEAR BeresForp, ‘Celorico, Ist April, 1811. 

‘I have desired that Brigadier General Alten, with two 
light battalions of the German Legion, may march into the 
Alentejo. He will go either by the direct road of Aldea 
Galega, &c., if he should not have left Lisbon before the 
orders shall reach him; but if he should have left Lisbon, he 
will cross the Tagus at your bridge at Tancos, and will pro- 
ceed by Gaviad. 

‘To these two battalions I propose to add the 71st regi- 
ment; and I shall place this brigade in the 2nd division, from 
which I shall withdraw Houghton’s brigade, as soon as these 
troops shall arrive at Elvas. 

‘The French yesterday destroyed the bridge over the Coa 
at Almeida, upon Waters’s patrolling up to the river. All 
their troops are on the other side of that river, towards 
Alfayates. 

‘ We do not move this day as I intended, as Mr. Kennedy 
was not quite prepared with our supplies, but we shall move 
to-morrow. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, * Marmeleiro, 2nd April, 1811. 
‘ The allied army were collected in the neighbourhood and 
in front of Celorico on the 28th, with a view to dislodge the 
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enemy from the position which they had taken upon Guarda, 
which they still occupied in force, and of which they appa- 
rently intended to retain possession. On that day a patrol 
of light infantry from Major General Alexander Campbell's 
division, commanded by Colonel the Hon. J. Ramsay, had 
some success against a detachment of the enemy at Avelans; 
and a patrol of the light cavalry, with a detachment of the 
95th, with which was Major General Slade, obliged the enemy. 
to retire from Freixedas. Both took many prisoners, but I 
am concerned to add, that Brigade Major Stewart, of the 
95th, was killed with the last. 

On the morning of the 29th, the 3rd, 6th, and light divisions; 
and the 16th light dragoons and hussars, under the command 
of Major General Picton, Major General Alexander Campbell, 
and Major General Sir William Erskine, moved upon Guarda 
in five columns, which were supported by the 5th division in 
the valley of the Mondego, and by the Ist and 7th from 
Celorico; and the militia, under Colonel Trant and Colonel 
Wilson, covered the movement at Alverca, against any attempt 
which might have been made on that side to disturb it. 

‘The enemy abandoned the position of Guarda without 
firing a shot, and retired upon Sabugal, on the Coa. They 
were followed by our cavalry, who took some prisoners from 
them. On the 30th, Sir William Erskine, with the cavalry 
and horse artillery, fell upon the rear guard of the 2nd 
corps, which had been near Belmonte, and had marched for 
the Coa during the night; and he killed and wounded several 
and took some prisoners. ‘The enemy have since taken a 
position upon the Coa, having an advanced guard on this 
side; and the allied troops have this day been collected on the 
Jeft of that river. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have received from Marshal Sir William Beresford, containing 
the terms of the capitulation of Campo Mayor; and I have 
likewise the honor of enclosing his report of his first operations 
against the enemy, from which your Lordship will observe 
that he has got possession of that place again, and has had 
considerable success against the enemy's cavalry. This suc- 
cess would have been more complete, and would have been 
attended by less loss, if the ardor of the 13th light dragoons, 
and 7th Portuguese regiment of cavalry, in the pursuit of the 
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enemy, could have been kept within reasonable bounds. Some 
of the men missing of both those regiments were made prisoners 
on the bridge of Badajoz. 

‘ The enemy have likewise abandoned Alburquerque. 

‘I have received no accounts from Cadiz or from the north, 
since I addressed your Lordship on the 27th March. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. | 
< My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ Since | wrote to you last, I have received your letters of 
the 28th and 29th, but I have had so much to do, that I have 
not been able to write to you. I wrote to you on the 25th, 
27th, 30th, and 81st March, and Ist April, all of which letters 
I hope you will bave received. 

‘I do not understand by whose orders the shoes and money 
for you were stopped at Aldea Galega. I believe, however, 
that Mr. Thompson is very unequal to the management of the 
great concern now in Alentejo. Mr. Thompson, therefore, is 
ordered to Abrantes, and Mr. Ogilvie will manage the whole 
concern in the Alentejo. 

‘ The French army were posted on the Coa, with their right 
at Ponte Sequeiros ; their left, the 2nd corps, here; Loison at 
Rovina, opposite Rapoula de Coa; and a considerable body, 
and the head quarters, at Alfayates. 

©‘ We moved on the 2nd, and the British army was formed 
opposite to them; the divisions of militia, under Trant and 
Wilson, were sent across the river at Cinco Villas, to alarm 
Almeida for its communication. Yesterday morning we 
moved the whole army (with the exception of the 6th division, 
which remained at Rapoula de Coa, opposite Loison) to the 
right, in order to turn this position, and force the passage of 
the river. The 2nd corps could not have stood here for a 
moment; but unfortunately the Light division, which formed 
the right of the whole, necessarily passed first, and the leading 
brigade, Beckwith’s, drove in the enemy’s piquets, which 
were followed briskly by four companies of the 95th, and three 
of Elder's Cacadores, and supported by the 43rd regiment. 
At this time there came on a rain storm, and it was as difficult 
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to see as in the fogs on Busaco, and these troops pushed on too 
far, and became engaged with the main body of the enemy. 
The light infantry fell back upon their support, which, instead 
of halting, moved forward. The French then seeing how 
weak the body was which had passed, attempted to drive them 
down to the Coa, and did oblige the 48rd to turn. They 
rallied again, however, and beat in the French; but were 
attacked by fresh troops and cavalry, and were obliged to 
retire ; but formed again, and beat back the enemy. At this 
time the 52nd joined the 43rd, and both moved on upon the 
enemy, and to be charged and attacked again in the same 
manner, and beat back. They formed again, moved forward 
upon the enemy, and established themselves on the top of the 
hill in an enclosure, and here they beat off the enemy. 

‘ But Regnier was placing a body of infantry on their left 
flank, which must have destroyed them, only that at that 
moment the head of the 3rd division, which had passed the 
Coa on the left of the light division, came up, and opened their 
fire upon this column; and the 5th division, which passed the 
bridge and through this town, made their appearance. 

* The enemy then retired, having lost in this affair a howit- 
zer, and I should think not less than 1000 men. 

‘ Our loss is much less than one would have supposed pos- 
sible, scarcely 200 men. The 43rd have 78 killed and 
wounded ; but really these attacks in columns against our lines 
are very contemptible. 

‘ The contest was latterly entirely for the howitzer, which 
was taken and retaken twice, and at last remained in our hands. 
Our cavalry, which ought to have crossed the Coa on the right 
of the light division, crossed at the same ford, and therefore 
could be of no use to them. Besides they went too far to the 
right. 

L In short, these combinations for engagements do not an- 
swer, unless one is upon the spot to direct every trifling 
movement. I was upon a hill on the left of the Coa, imme- 
diately above the town, till the 3rd and 5th divisions crossed, 
whence I could see every movement on both sides, and could 
communicate with ease with every body; but that was not near 
enough. 

‘We took 6 officers, and between 200 and 300 prisoners, 
and Soult’s and Loison’s baggage. 

‘ After this affair, the whole French army retired from the 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole's report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 

be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admeral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
« Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of recciving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley 
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‘ P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal; 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘ I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
Jarge ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
«My pear Major RipeEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the lst April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment’s uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but I am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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been engaged, and I have not failed to convey the expression 
of that satisfaction to the Prince Regent in the manner which 
I thought most suitable to the occasion, and I have certainly 
expressed dissatisfaction with none. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major Ridewood, 6 WELLINGTON. 
2nd Butt. 52nd Light Inf.’ 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Str W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received this morning, at Alfayates, your letters of the 
3lst March and Ist instant, both under the same cover. 

‘I hope that you will be in time to prevent the supplies 
from getting into Badajoz. It is very unfortunate that you 
could not move for that object as soon as the right of the 
Guadiana was cleared of the enemy. 

‘ There was, and I believe there still is, an Assistant Pay- 
master General attached to the troops in the Alentejo, and 
Hill signed the warrants for the ordinaries for them. If the 
Assistant Paymaster is still in the Alentejo, I beg you to sign 
the warrants for the ordinaries as Hill did, and let the corps 
be paid according to the proportion of the means you propose 
to allot to defray the ordinaries. If the Assistant Paymaster 
is not in the Alentejo, I beg you to desire Mr. Ogilvie to 
make to the Paymaster of each battalion an advance on ac- 
count of the Paymaster Gencral, equal in amount to the sum 
which you would propose to allot to the ordinaries. The 
regiments have received half of the balance of their esti- 
mates to the 24th February; those here have lately received 
the balance of their estimates to the 24th February, and half 
of the balance to the 24th March, and I should think yours 
might receive the same, or the whole balance to the 24th 
March. The payment of the bat and forage must be post- 
poned for the present. 

‘In regard to debts incurred at Elvas, I refer Mr. Ogilvie 
to my orders and proclamation of last year, directing those 
debts to be settled, and to be paid by bills upon Lisbon. 

‘J have been obliged to act as you recommended in respect 
to Pack’s brigade, that is, I have left it behind to get pro- 
visions, and it is now, I believe, near Mangualde. Colonel 
Pamplona’s is with the army; we have supplied it with beef, 
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and I have told them repeatedly, if that is not sufficient for 
them, they may go back. I have not communicated personally 
with Barbacena, but I have no complaints from him, and I 
conclude that he continues to plunder subsistence. Pam- 
plona's brigade is in full strength ; that is to say, on the 20th 
March it had 2626 men, so that if that brigade can keep with 
us, it is better that it should stay. 

‘In regard to the others, there is now no excuse of want of 
provisions, as the whole of the infantry of the army are ad- 
mirably supplied, and it would be really too ridiculous to send 
the regiments to the rear to refit after one month’s service, 
they having before had five and six months’ rest. 

“ What is wanted is to get the soldiers out of the hospitals 
and depositos, and from the latter in regular order to the 
regiments. The regiments cannot be better than with our 
divisions. But just to show you how much this department 
of the Portuguese army still wants regulation, I mention that 
Pack tells me that 100 men for the lst regiment marched 
from the deposito at Lisbon on the 14th March, under charge 
of a Cadete. Only fifty of them reached the regiment, and 
these in a very bad state. These men, if belonging to our 
army, would have had at least two officers and a proportion of 
non-commissioned officers with them, and the officers would 
have marched by a regular route, and would have answered 
for every man. We shall never make the army effective till 
something of the same kind is adopted and enforced in the 
Portuguese army. 

‘It is very extraordinary that you had not been informed 
of the 15 boats in Jurumenha. Captain Mallet mentions them 
in his report to Murray, and he was desired to attend you at 
Portalegre, with the information he should acquire respecting 
the Guadiana. 

‘In respect to Badajoz, the first thing to do is to blockade 
it strictly, and let it receive nothing; this will not be very 
difficult if the Guadiana should continue fordable, or in any 
event with your force and Castaños. We must then prepare 
to lay siege to the place at all events, and I am most anxious 
to receive the accounts of what Elvas can supply for this pur- 
pose, that I may order up from our battering train he de- 
ficiency. I also beg you to let me know what stores which 
Elvas will supply it will be most urgent to replace. 

2ZER 
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‘All the transports from Elvas for this operation must be 
made by bullock carts, and General Leite should set seriously 
to work to get together as many as he can. Bullocks must 
also draw the guns from Elvas. 

‘I have not yet received the reports of the patrols this day. 
The French were all across the Agueda yesterday, excepting, 
I believe, a corps at Carpio, &c., on the Azava. They have 
destroyed all the bridges on the Coa, excepting that at Sabu- 
gal, and I am therefore obliged to keep well up the river; 
and till I shall have re-established the bridges, to be satisfied 
with frightening Almeida with the cavalry, otherwise I should 
take up the position on the Dos Casas, on which I placed 
Craufurd’s advanced guard last year, and should have my 
advanced guard on the Azava. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I enclose a Spanish memorandum respecting the murder of 
two soldiers at Ponte de Sor. It would be desirable to have 
inquiry made into this matter, to ascertain who the soldiers 
were. I have written to Mr. Stuart to have the murderers 
tried.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
6 My DEAR Sir, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘ The French crossed the Agueda yesterday. I am trying 
to frighten Regnier out of Almeida. 

‘It appears to me that the Government neglect several very 
essential measures to re-settle the country. One is to send to 
their dioceses all the bishops, and to their parishes all the 
clergy. A month has now elapsed since the French marched 
from Santarem, and the post is not yet established. We ought 
to have it through Lower Beira, in order that I might com- 
municate more directly with Beresford. But the Government 
have sent no mules, and no means to feed those that they have 
placed even near the capital. 

‘They are really going backwards instead of forwards. All 
this was done in half the time when the country was recovered 
from the French in 1809. 

‘The troops are still in sad want of provisions. Pack’s 
brigade have been obliged to stay behind. Pamplona’s are 
here, but they get nothing but beef, with'which the British 
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commissary supplies them. Yet the Portuguese Government 
will not bear to hear of their neglect of their army. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 


~ Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

* I have the honor to enclose a memorandum which has 
been given to me by a Spanish serjeant, who lately passed by 
Ponte de Sor, in which he gives an account of the murder by 
the inhabitants of two British soldiers. | 

‘ I have written to Sir William Beresford to request that he 
will take measures to discover what soldiers they were, and the 
circumstances attending the murder; but as it appears that 
the criminals are in custody, I trust that the Governors of the 
kingdom will consider it expedient to give directions that this 
murder may be inquired into, and that, if possible, these crimi- 
nals should be tried, and punished if found guilty. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esy.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain Chapman, 
Royal Engineers. 
* My pear Sir, ‘ Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811. 

‘T have received your letter of the 7th March this day. 
I shall recommend you to the Commander in Chief to be made 
a Major by brevet, in any manner that may be most likely to 
attain that object for you. I certainly think you are entitled 
to that reward for your services, adverting to the confidential 
manner in which you were employed by Colonel Fleteher and 
me, and to the efficient service which you rendered to us both. 
Consult Colonel Torrens upon this subject, and let me know 
how I can forward your object. 

‘We have given the French a handsome dressing, and I 
think they will not say again that we are not a manceuvring 
army. We may not manœuvre so beautifully as they do ; but 
I do not desire better sport than to mect one of their columns 
en masse, with our lines. The poor 2nd corps received a ter- 
rible beating from the 43rd and 52nd on the 3rd. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Captain Chapman.’ © WELLINGTON. 
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‘ First ; that the Government had all the information that 
F had. 

‘ Secondly ; that it had been arranged by Marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford and me that the troops should have at all times 
in their cantonments a reserve of six days’ provisions, with 
means of transport for three days, in order that they might be 
in readiness for any movement which circumstances might 
render expedient. 

© I am aware that this arrangement was much ridiculed by 
some of the members of the Government, and it certainly was 
not carried into execution for the Portuguese troops. Not 
only they had no reserve, but their daily allowance was not 
provided for them ; and the consequence has been, that when 
they moved, the whole were supplied by the British Commis- 
saries, to the great inconvenience of the British army, and the 
manifest disadvantage of the cause. 

‘ The consequence of this neglect of the army has been that 
the following regiments, which ought to be 1400 rank and file 
each, have only as follows :— 


| ove . . 694 


Q1st . . 496 

J 3rd . . 601 
\15th . . 460 
8th . . ‘780 
{rath . . 1017 
th . . ‘702 
19th . . 856 
Ist . . ‘749 
16th . . 691 


And the 2nd battalion Lusitanian legion, which ought to have 
1000 rank and file, have only 378 rank and file; and the fol- 
lowing battalions of Cagadores, which ought to have 600 each, 
have only as follows :— 


Qnd 365 
4th . . 852 
6th . . $42 


‘ Many of the corps produce in the field less than half their 
numbers ; and the whole Portuguese force with this part of 
the army amounts to less than half what it ought to be. 

‘Under these circumstances, Dom M. de Forjaz talks of 
the Portuguese Government paying and maintaining 90,000 
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men! This assertion makes it my duty to draw your attention 
to the fact, that the whole Portuguese army employed in the 
field, as well with this army as with the troops under Sir 
William Beresford, do not amount to 20,000 effective men, 
while his Majesty supposes that he pays for 80,000 men. 

‘I do not mean to assert that there are no more than 20,000 
men in theservice; but the great proportion of the army unfit 
for service is alone sufficient to show that the system which 
has been adopted is as unfavorable to economy as it is to 
military efficiency. | 

‘ Then, as to the militia, there have never been 25,000 mi- 
litia in arms; and all those in the works of Sobral, &c., were 
fed by the British Commissariat. 

‘The divisions of Silveira, Trant, and Wilson, do not 
amount to 8000 men, instead of 15,000, to which number at 
least they ought to amount. 

‘ All this is to be attributed to the system on which the 
Government have acted. 

‘ It is perfectly true that the demands upon Government are 
enormous, that they undertook their task under great disad- 
vantages, and that many circumstances have tended to decrease 
the revenues of the state; but, having undertaken the task of 
governing the country, it was their duty to meet the difficulties 
under which they labored by adequate resources. 

‘ They have recently adopted some of the measures recom- 
mended to them to provide an increase of revenue; but I would 
beg to know why those measures were not adopted in Novem- 
ber, 1809, when I apprized them of the approaching crisis, 
and recommended to them to provide for their finances. Why 
were they not adopted when ordered by his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent? Why not adopted when repeatedly re- 
commended by yourself and by me? 

‘If they had been so adopted, the world would have been 
convinced that Portugal was straining every nerve in the con- 
test; and the assistance of Great Britain would have been 
given with increased alacrity to a country whose Government 
was making wise arrangements and great exertions in its own 
cause. 

‘In respect to the alteration of system, to which I refer in 
my letter of 18th March, I beg leave to refer the Governors of 
the kingdom to what I have frequently recommended upon 
this same subject. 
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‘ First; I recommend to them to advert seriously to the 
nature of the task which they have to perform. Popularity, 
however desirable it may be to individuals, will not form, or 
feed, or pay an army; will not enable it to march and fight; 
will not keep it in a state of efficiency for long and arduous 
services. ‘Ile resources which a wise Government must find 
for these objects must be drawn from the people, not by mea- 
sures which will render those popular who undertake to govern 
a country in critical circumstances, but by measures which 
must for a moment have the contrary effect. 

‘ The enthusiasm of the people in favor of any individual 
never saved any country. They must be obliged, by the re- 
straint of law and regulation, to do those things, and to pay 
those contributions, which are to enable the Government to 
carry on this necessary contest. 

‘Secondly ; 1 recommend to the Government to abolish 
the Junta de Viveres, and to appoint a Commissary General, 
under good regulation, to carry on all affairs concerning the 
provisioning their army. 

‘Thirdly ; I recommend to the Government to place under 
military law the Commissariat, the medical department, and 
the department of the arsenal, and all those connected with the 
military operations. 

‘Fourthly; | recommend to the Government to alter the 
military law, according to the repeated suggestion of Marshal 
Sir William Beresford and myself. 

‘ Fifthly; I recommend to the Government to enforce 
strictly their own laws and regulations respecting the means 
of transport to be supplied by the country for the use of the 
armies. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811. 

‘ IT have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 16th 
March, regarding a complaint of Captain of the , 
forwarded by the Governors of the kingdom. 

‘ T enclose a letter of the 5th March, which Captain — 
written to his commanding officer, under the expectation 
is conduct might be complained of; and another letter 
Slst March, written in answer to one which I desired 
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might be sent to him, to inquire whether he wrote the letters 
enclosed in yours of the 16th instant. 

* Excepting in cases in which it appears that there has been 
some gross and flagrant departure from the laws of hospitality, 
or violence has been used, or gross fraud practised, it does not 
answer to bring cases of seduction under the cognizance of the 
military tribunals. It is probable that Captain would be 
acquitted, and the young lady and family would be disgraced 
by the sentence. 

‘I acknowledge that, from what I have heard upon this 
subject, Î would recommend to the family to drop it entirely. 
If, however, they should determine to bring it forward in the 
Portuguese civil courts, it will be necessary that the Govern- 
ment should apply to me to have Captain made over to 
them to answer for his conduct. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 








Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My pear Sir, ‘Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811, 
‘I write you a letter this day in answer to Dom M. de 
Forjaz's note of the 29th March. [I have received your letters 
of the Ist and 2nd. You will observe from my former letter 
about Mascarenhas, that I did not think our Government 
would like to urge the Portuguese Government to carry into 
execution the 11th Article of the Convention. I believe the 
King declined to ratify that article, and I am almost certain 
that Mr. Canning instructed Mr. Vilhers not to press the 
Portuguese Government to carry into execution that Article. 

€ All that I contended for was, that to hang Mascarenhas 
for serving the French, under all the circumstances of the 
Prince’s proclamation, and the 18th Article of the Convention, 
was not consistent with justice. 

‘ All the returns of provisions to Figueira are as valuable as 
so much waste paper. The troops receive none of them, be- 
cause none are brought up to them. Barbacena’s brigade 
will soon be annihilated. Indeed I am sorry to say that our 
excellent cavalry are falling off very fast. There are thou- 
sands of carts in Upper Beira, but I cannot get one, and the 
unfortunate mules are obliged to carry our provisions and corn 
for the horses the whole way, from the Ponte da Murcella to 
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the Agueda The consequence is that the horses are starving, 
and I much fear that I shall be obliged to retire. 

¢ We knocked a division of the 9th corps, from Almeida, 
out of Portugal very handsomely yesterday, and I believe the 
whole army have crossed the Agueda this day. We have cut 
off all communication with Almeida, where the French are still. 
But I fear it will not do, and that I shall be obliged to draw 
in. I cannot afford to lose our cavalry. 1 do not know what 
I shall do with these cart people ; if the Government will not 
enforce their own law, it is useless to endeavour to defend the 
country any longer. 

‘ I shall send the dispatches from hence to-morrow. 

‘ Beheve me, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ They tell me that the 2nd corps lost 2500 men on the 3rd, 
at Sabugal! Their loss must have been enormous certainly, 
but I can hardly believe so many.” 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Adjutant General 
of the Forces. 
« Sir, * Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811. 
‘In answer to your letter of the 6th March, received this 
day, regarding the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of 
this army who are prisoners with the enemy, I have the honor 
to inform you, that I do not think there is the smallest chance 
of their being exchanged, and that it is desirable the vacancies 
should be filled up. But very few prisoners have been taken 
by the enemy this campaign, whereas | have now in my pos- 
session many thousands, besides those already sent home. 
‘The greatest number of the prisoners on our returns are 
the men left by General Cuesta at Talavera, in August, 1809, 
and the Prince of Essling has no power over these. He how- 
ever executed with so little good faith the only agreement for 
an exchange that I ever made with him, that it is impossible 
to propose another, to get out of his hands the few prisoners 
he may have. Upon that occasion, having, as he stated, 120 
British soldiers, and Captain Percy ‘and Lieutenant Carden, 
and a midshipman of the Navy, as prisoners, he detained the 
three officers and sixty of the soldiers, and sent instead of them 
Portuguese militia and ordenanza to be exchanged fur French 
soldiers. He has since made repeated propositions for the 
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exchange of Portuguese officers, for he has none British, ex- 
cepting Lieut. Colonel Waters (taken by accident on the 3rd 
instant), but I have refused to attend to any proposition for a 
cartel, till the plan first proposed by himself, and accepted by 
me, shall be strictly carried into execution. From this detail 
you will see, not only that the Prince of Essling has no control 
over the greater number of the men returned as prisoners of 
war in the returns of this army, but that there is no chance of 
an exchange of any description. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* The Adjutant General € WELLINGTON. 
of the Forces.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Spencer Perceval. 


¢ My pear Sir, ‘Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811. 

‘I received this day your letter respecting the two officers 
of the 21st regiment. That regiment is still in Sicily, and 
will not, I apprehend, join this army; but if it should, I shall 
be happy to attend to those gentlemen. I refer you to my 
dispatches to Lord Liverpool for an account of the state of 


affairs here. | 
€ Believe me, &c. 
*‘ The Right Hon. S. Perceval, ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My Lorp, ‘Villar Mayor, 8th April, 1811. 
‘ I received this day your note of the 19th March, contain- 
ing some information regarding a supposed communication 
from Massena to me, that he intended to fire a feu de joie 
upon the birth of the King of Rome. The fact is that no 
such communication ever took place, and the whole story is a 
fabrication of the English newspapers. I believe that in one 
of the communications which my aide de camp, Major Gordon, 
had with an aide de camp of Regnier, the conversation turned 
upon a strong reconnaissance which the enemy had made a day 
or two before towards our posts on the upper part of the Rio 
Mayor river, and this aide de camp said that we should hear 
some heavy firing in a day or two, when they should receive 
the news of the birth of the King of Rome, but that it need 
not create any alarm in our posts on the Rio Mayor river. 


432 . PORTUGAL. 1811. 


with cavalry, and retired again to their post, where they were 
joined by the other brigade of the Light division, consisting of 
the two battalions of the 52nd, and the 1st Cacadores. These 
troops repulsed the enemy ; and Colonel Beckwith’s brigade, 
and the Ist battalion 52nd, again advanced upon them. They 
were attacked again by a fresh column, supported by cavalry, 
which charged their right, and they took post in an enclosure 
upon the top of a height, from whence they could protect the 
howitzer which the 43rd had taken; and they drove back the 
enemy. 

‘The enemy were making arrangements to attack them 
again in this post, and had moved a column on their left, when 
the light infantry of Major General Picton's division, under 
Lieut. Colonel Williams, supported by Major General the 
Hon. C. Colville’s brigade, opened their fire upon them. 

‘ At the same moment the head of Major General Dunlop's 
column crossed the bridge of the Coa, and ascended the heights 
on the right flank of the enemy, and the cavalry appeared on 
the high ground in rear of the enemy’s left; the enemy then 
retired across the hills towards Rendo, leaving the howitzer in 
the possession of those who had so gallantly gained and pre- 
served it, and about 200 killed on the ground, 6 officers, and 
300 prisoners in our hands. 

‘ Although the operations of this day were, by unavoidable 
accidents, not performed in the manner in which I intended 
they should be, I consider the action that was fought by the 
Light division, by Colonel Beckwith’s brigade principally, 
with the whole of the 2nd corps, to be one of the most glorious 
that British troops were ever engaged in. 

‘ The 43rd regiment, under Major Patrickson, particularly 
distinguished themselves; as did that part of the 95th regi- 
ment, in Colonel Beckwith's brigade, under the command of 
Major Gilmour, and Colonel Elder's Cacadores. The Ist 
battalion 52nd regiment, under the command of Lieut. Colonel 
Ross, likewise showed great steadiness and gallantry when 
they joined Colonel Beckwith’s brigade. 

‘ Throughout the action, the troops received great advan- 
tage from the assistance of two guns of Captain Bull’s troop 
of horse artillery, which crossed at the ford with the Light 
division, and came up to their support. 

‘It was impossible for any officer to conduct himself with 
more abity and gallantry than Colonel Beckwith. 
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‘ The action was commenced by an unavoidable accident, 
to which all operations are liable ; but having been commenced, 
it would have been impossible to withdraw from the ground 
without risking the loss of the object of our movements; and 
it was desirable to obtain possession, if possible, of the top of 
the hill from which the enemy had made so many attacks with 
advantage on the first position taken by the 43rd regiment. 
This was gained before the 3rd division came up. 

‘ I had also great reason to be satisfied with the conduct of 
Colonel Drummond, who commands the other brigade in the 
Light division. 

‘When the firing commenced, the 6th corps broke up from 
their position at Rovina, and marched towards Rendo. The 
two corps joined at that place, and continued their retreat to 
Alfayates, followed by our cavalry, part of which was that 
night at Soito. 

‘The enemy continued their retreat that night and the next 
morning, and entered.the Spanish frontier on the 4th. ‘They 
have since continued their retreat; and yesterday the last of 
them crossed the Agueda. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the returns of killed and 
wounded, from the 18th March. I am concerned to have to 
report that Lieut. Colonel Waters was taken prisoner on the 
3rd, before the action commenced. He had crossed the Coa 
to reconnaitre the enemy's position, as had been frequently his 
practice, without having with him any escort ; and he was 
surrounded by some hussars, and taken. He had rendered 
very important services upon many occasions in the last two 
years, and his loss is sensibly felt. 

‘ I sent six squadrons of cavalry, under Sir William Erskine, 
on the 7th, towards Almeida, to reconnaitre that place, and 
drive in any parties which might be in that neighbourhood, 
and to cut off the communication between the garrison and the 
army. He found a division of the 9th corps at Junca, which 
he drove before him across the Turon and Dos Casas; and he 
took from them many prisoners. Captain Bulls troop of horse 
artillery did great execution upon this occasion. ‘The enemy 
withdrew in the night across the Agueda. 

‘ The allied army have taken up the position upon the Dos 
Casas, which Brigadicr General Craufurd occupied with his ad- 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

€ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 


render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 
be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley” 


1811. VILLAR MAYOR. 417 


‘ P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


«My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
Jarge ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
“C. Stuart, Esq.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
‘My pear Major Ripewoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the lst April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but 1 am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 


be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
6 Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
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‘P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages, I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
‘My pear Mason RipEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment’s uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but I am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus- 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon! !! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Murshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 


be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 
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‘Pp.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood *, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
‘My pear Major RipEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but I am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveycd. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Licut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon! !! 

6 Believe me, &c. 
* Murshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 


be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley,’ 
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© P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. | 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

*C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
«My pear Masor RipEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but I am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole's report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 

be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley” 


i8il. VILLAR MAYOR. 417 


‘P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. | 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves tn 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
«My pear Masor RipeEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but | am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 


be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 
‘I have had the honor of recciving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley” 
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‘ PS. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘ We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘ I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. ‘They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
«My pear Masor RipEwoop, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but [ am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that I was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole's report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 

be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 181). 

‘I have had the honor of recciving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 

‘Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley, 
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PS. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
*C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
‘My pear Masor RipEwoopn, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but I am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 

VOL. VII. 2E 


416 PORTUGAL. 1811, 


Coa upon Alfayates, and this morning from thence; and if 
they are not out of Portugal, they are at the utmost in the 
frontier villages of Aldea da Ponte and Aldea Velha. I sus: 
pect that they will have destroyed Almeida either last night or 
this morning. 

‘You will be concerned to hear that Waters is at last taken 
prisoner. He crossed the Coa alone, I believe, yesterday 
morning, and was looking at the enemy through a spying 
glass, when four hussars pounced upon him. Nobody has 
seen him since yesterday morning ; and we have the account 
from the prisoners, who tell the story of an officer attached to 
the Staff, a Lieut. Colonel, blond, with a petit chapeau. They 
saw him with Regnier. 

‘ To counterbalance the effect of this bad news, I announce 
to you the birth of the King of Rome, on the 20th March. 
This event was announced to the Armée de Portugal on the 
2nd instant, by the firing of 101 pieces of cannon!!! 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
© Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘I have received Cole’s report, &c., upon Campo Mayor. 
Now that you are upon the spot, you had better determine 
what shall be done with that place, and give orders upon it. 
A good place in that situation would be very useful. Can the 
place, or the citadel of Campo Mayor, be put in such a state 
as to render it probable that either will hold out so long as to 
render it worth while to risk the loss of the men who must 

be left in it?’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th 
March, regarding the transports prepared to be sent home. I 
beg to refer for your consideration the expediency of further 
reducing the number, by sending away the six ships of 1276 
tons, detained to carry detachments to Figueira, and using for 
that purpose the ten ships of 3996 tons: also by sending away 
that proportion of the victuallers and store ships attached to 
the army, included in the number of 42 of 9659 tons. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘Vice Admiral ‘WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley” 
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‘P.S. I think it desirable that the officers of the Navy 
attached to the telegraphs should return to their duty on 
board the fleet, as you suggest.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 4th April, 1811. 

‘We beat Regnier here yesterday, and forced the passage 
of the Coa.at this place. ‘The enemy retired upon Alfayates, 
and this day are either entirely out of Portugal, or at most 
at the frontier villages. I have not yet heard what they have 
done at Almeida. 

‘I cannot allow either prisoners of war or galley slaves to 
go into St. Julian. We are going to put our stores there, 
as I do not like to leave them at the mercy of the people of 
Lisbon, in the existing temper of the Government; and ad- 
verting to the impressions which the Government have en- 
deavored to give to the people. They should fit out more 
large ships to receive the prisoners. We did nothing that I 
know of excepting feed the people, and give them medical 
assistance and comforts, and subscribe money to feed them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major Ridewood*, 
2nd Batt. 52nd Light Infantry. 
«My pear Masor Riprwoon, ‘ Villar Mayor, 6th April, 1811. 

‘I received only yesterday your letter of the Ist April, and 
I am much concerned that any letter written by me should 
have given a moment's uneasiness. 

‘ It is impossible for me to enter into an explanation with 
any body on the contents of a public dispatch, but [ am very 
certain that it is misunderstood by you, if you suppose that it 
contains any expression which can convey a notion that | was 
not convinced you had done your duty in the affair to which 
it relates, or that I was not satisfied with your conduct, or that 
any expression is omitted, by which omission such meaning is 
conveyed. 

‘I have had more than one occasion to be satisfied with 
the whole Light division in the late affairs in which they have 

* Afterwards Lieut. Colonel Ridewood, of the 45th, in command of which 
regiment he received a mortal wound at the battle of Vitoria. 
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garding the profits of the Wine Company. The profits of the 

latter are. I am told, enormous; and it appears to me that it 

wouid be worth while to enter into the details of both subjects. 
© Believe me, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


* i enclose a letter, which Mr. Kennedy put into my hands, 
regarding the distresses of the people at Barquinha. The 
Tagus is easily navigable to that place, the Alentejo is only on 
the other side of the river, and is untouched,—surely a good 
Government would not allow the people to starve. It cannot 
be necessary that I should give the supplies for the army to 
keep them alive. , 

‘Mr. Kennedy tells me that he ordered the money to be 
issued, which vou had requested to have. The Visconde de 
Barbacena has just been with me; the magazine from which 
he is to draw supplies for his brigade is at St. Miguel de 
Poyares, only twenty-six leagues distant from hence. This is 
the notable arrangement by which this brigade is to be kept 
in order ! ! 

‘ Just direct that a calculation may be made of the quantity 
of transport that will be required to supply the men and horses 
of this brigade with their food daily, allowing that a mule will 
carry 200 pounds, and will go from twelve to sixteen miles 
every day, and see how it is possible that the thing can be 
done, without the assistance of the carriages of the country. 
I have desired the Visconde to turn his horses to grass, in 
order, if possible, to save their lives.’ - 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. C. Stewart. 


€ My DEAR STEWART, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘I have just received your letter of the 9th, and I am glad 
to hear of your return. We are blockading Almeida, in which 
there may be provisions for about a month ; and as the French 
army are gone towards the Duero, I do not think they are 
inclined, or able, to interrupt this undertaking. 

‘I am thinking of going to the Guadiana, but I shall cer- 
tainly return here, and most probably before you could arrive 
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at either place. I hope that you left Lord Castlereagh and 
Lady Catherine quite well. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Major General * WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. C. Stewart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
R. Craufurd. 

© My DEAR GENERAL, ‘Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘I received this morning your letter of the 9th instant. You 
will find your division in your old quarters, Gallegos, and the 
sooner you can come up to them the better. 

‘ We are blockading Almeida, in which there may be about 
a month’s provisions. The greater part of the French are 
gone to the Duero. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Major General R. Craufurd.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Memorandum for Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer, K.P. 


‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘The enemy having succeeded in getting provisions into 
Ciudad Rodrigo yesterday morning, it is useless to endeavor 
to blockade that place; and the extension which the attempt 
would give to the position of the army, would invite the enemy 
to make enterprises upon it. My opinion is, therefore, that 
we should confine ourselves to the blockade of Almeida, which 
operation should be given over to Major General Campbell's 
division, and General Pack’s brigade ; and that the remainder of 
the army should be so posted as to cover and protect that 
operation, to get green forage for the horses and cattle of the 
cavalry and artillery, and to be able to collect the whole ina 
short space of time as hereafter pointed out. 

‘ Orders will be given respecting the positions to be taken 
by the 6th division, and General Pack’s brigade, for this 
operation. 

‘The enemy have a garrison, it is supposed, of 3000 in- 
fantry and artillery, but no cavalry, in Ciudad Rodrigo; being 
one battalion of the 64th, one of the Irish legion, and the 
remainder of the 15th of the line, together with some stragglers 
of different regiments. Before the arrival of the convoy they 
had a month’s provisions. 

2a2 
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‘ The main body of -be army are gone to the Tormes, and 
I imagme the larger part to the Deero, about Zamora and 
Tor, where alone thes can be supplied eh provisions. A 
part of the Sth corps sili remam upon the Yeltes, and they 
have barricaded the bridge of Yecia upon that river. It does 
not appear that they have any thing on this sade of it. 

‘ Although there ought to be no permanent post beyond 
the Agueda, we should derive great advantage in obtaining 
intelligence, and drawing supplies from the towns between the 
Agueda and the Yeltes if we were to send patrols into that 
country occasionally of cavalry and infantry, which might stay 
out a night or two, and then return to this side of the Agueda 
Our operations beyond the Agueda ought to be confined to 
these patrols, which, however, might be made constantly and 
successively. 

‘ In case the enemy should move forward, in order to relieve 
or interrupt the blockade of Almeida, the following disposition 
ought in the first instance to be adopted. 

‘ Major General Campbell's division, and General Packs 
brigade, to continue in the blockade of Almeida, with the Vis- 
conde de Barbacena’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry, a part of 
which should be employed in observation upon the Agueda, 
from the point of the junction of the Dos Casas, as far down 
as its junction with the Douro. 

‘ The Light division to defend the passages of the Agueda, 
viz., the bridge of Barba del Puerco, the ford of Val de Espino, 
the ford of Cesmiro, the ford of Molino de Flores. The 
first and last of these only are now practicable for infantry, the 
last only for infantry and artillery. 

‘ The 5th division to remain in its position upon Fort Con- 
cepcion, to support the Light division. 

‘ The British cavalry, with the exception of those necessary 
to keep up the communications of the Light division, on the 
right towards Guinaldo and El Bodon. 

‘The remainder of the army, that is, the Ist, 3rd, and 7th 
divisions, and Colonel Pamplona’s brigade, in the cantonments 
near Nave d’ Aver. 

‘If the enemy are determined to raise the blockade of 
Almeida, it is probable that they will move their whole army, 
or the greatest part of it, upon Ciudad Rodrigo, from whence 
they would turn the heads of the ravines of the Azava, Dos 
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Casas, and Turon, on which we might take a position to pro- 
tect the blockade. 

‘If the enemy should make this movement, it would be 
necessary to raise the blockade of Almeida, so far as to order 
the 6th division to march by Mealhada Sorda and Villar 
Mayor to Bada Malos, &c. ; the 5th division by Nave d’Aver 
and Aldea da Ponte upon Alfayates; the Light division in 
different columns by Gallegos, or Aldea del Obispo upon 
Nave d’Aver and thence upon Aldea da Ponte; and the Ist, 
3rd, and {th divisions by Aldea Velha, Aldea da Ponte, and 
Aldea da Ribeira ; and the cavalry to a position which has its 
right upon high ground behind Aldea Velha, and its left ex- 
tending towards Nave, to which the 5th and Light divisions, 
and the cavalry, would fall back as circumstances would render 
necessary. General Pack's and Barbacena’s brigade of cavalry 
would, in this case, keep up the blockade of Almeida as long 
as circumstances would permit, and when obliged to retire, 
they would proceed by the bridge of Cinco Villas across the 
Coa, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General © WELLINGTON. 

Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


* My Dear BERESFORD, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘J return the papers which you sent me from Blunt, which 
I acknowledge that I do not understand. It appears that he 
has some complaint against Mr. » the Commissary, but I 
do not understand of what nature it is, nor what is the crime 
of which Mr. has been guilty, or how the Portuguese 
Government can have lost a large sum of money by the con- 
duct of Mr. 

‘In respect to the other complaint regarding the conduct 
of the master of a ship at Peniche, I beg to observe that I 
have nothing to say to it. General Blunt should specify 
whether his complaint is of a King’s ship, or a merchant ship, 
and what authorized rule of the port was infringed. The 
complaint should then be forwarded to the British minister, 
who would settle it with the Portuguese minister. I have 
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nothing to say to his Majesty's ships, or even to the merchant 
ships attending upon this army. 

‘ In all these points, however, General Blunt should take 
eare that bis rules, if not authorized, are at least reasonable, 
and have some foundation in pubiic convenience, as it will not 
do to call on Mr. , who is performing a public service at 
Peniche, or the master of a vessel who may be proceeding on 
his voyage to Figueira or Oporto with provisions or stores for 
the army, to attend to rules which have no foundation in 
reason or public convenience, and are dictated solely by the 


caprice of an individual. 





‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir IV. C. Beresford, K.B. 
€ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘I received yesterday evening the copy of your letter of the 
9th, which came by Villa Velha, and I am concerned to find 
that matters are not going on according to your wishes. | 
had hoped that before you wrote, you would have been relieved 
from Mr. ——. 

‘ Sir William Erskine did not send a detachment over the 
Agueda in time, as I had desired him, and the consequence 
was that the French got their convoy into Ciudad Rodrigo 
yesterday morning. At all events I was not very sanguine of 
the result of the blockade of that place, and indeed had de- 
termined not to make it in any strength ; and now it is useless 
to keep any body on the other side of the Agueda, excepting 
for the sake of food and observation. 1 confine myself, there- 
fore, to the blockade of Almeida, and as this is a simple opera- 
tion, which I do not think the enemy have the means or in- 
clination to interrupt, I propose to go over to you, and if 
I can I shall set off to-morrow morning. 

‘1 see that Generals Stewart and Craufurd and Lieut. Colo- 
nel Arbuthnot are arrived ; as soon as Arbuthnot reaches you 
it would be very desirable to send Hardinge here. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. W. Flint, Esq. 


€ My DEAR Sir, ‘Villa Fermosa, 14th April, 1811. 

‘Tam much obliged to you for your letter of the 12th 
March. Besides the application from Mr. Keogh, of the 2nd 
January, in favor of Mr. Plunket, I received another from 
him of the 8th December (which I have not got by me), in 
favor of a Mr. Grey Johnston, to obtain an Ensigncy, to which 
I wrote the answer of which I enclose a copy. To my answer 
of the 12th January, I received the enclosed reply of the 4th 
February, with a letter from Lord Kingsland, recommending 
Mr. Grey Johnston for an Ensigncy. 

‘I suspect that all the letters from Mr. Keogh to me have 
been forged, and that the recommendation from Lord Kings- 
Jand has been forged, as well as the recommendation from 
Lord Fingall in favor of Mr. Plunket. If that is the case, 
it is probable that my letter to Mr. Keogh of the 12th January, 
of which I enclose the copy, was opened by the person who 
forged his letters to me. I request you, therefore, to enclose 
all these letters to Major Sirr, with this and the letter from 
Lord Fingall to you of the 7th March, which I return, and 
desire Major Sirr to see Mr. Keogh, and communicate them 
tohim. Mr. Keogh will then see that his letter to me of the 
12th January must have been forged, and consequently that a 
suspicion attaches to any other letter which he may write to 
me, or which may be signed by his name; and he will, I am 
convinced, excuse me for requesting that he will inform Major 
Sirr whether he wrote to me on the 8th December, and on the 
4th February, forwarding a recommendation of Mr. Grey 
Johnston by Lord Kingsland. 

‘ The circumstances which will be disclosed to Mr. Keogh 
by the perusal of those papers will probably induce him to 
take measures to prevent his name from being signed to papers 
of this description in future. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. W. Flint, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Howorth. 


6 My DEAR Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 15th April, 1811. 
“I received last night your letter applying for leave of ab- 
sence for Captain — ; and considering all that has passed 
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respecting officers absent on leave from the army on active 
service, I was in hopes that I should have been spared the pain 
of considering whether an officer ought to be allowed leave 
or not, from any private concern, however important. 

‘ However, as I am called upon to decide this application, 
I answer, that I hold you responsible that there are with 
the 9 pounder brigade the required number of officers of the 
proper rank ; and as soon as this is the case, I have no objection 
to your allowing Captain to quit his duty with that 
brigade. He may be absent from the army for six weeks, 
but of course he cannot expect to join the 9 pounder brigade 


again. 





‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Brig. General Howorth. ‘ WELLINCTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 


‘My pear Corton, ‘ Sabugal, 15th April, 1811. 

‘I am going into the Alentejo, but intend to return to the 
army in less than three weeks. 

‘Your bit man, Smith, has charge of a mare of mine at 
Celorico, which has had the fever in her feet. I understand 
that she is nearly well, and if that should be the case, and you 
want Smith, I shall be obliged to you if you will allow the 
mare to go with your horses, and allow her to stand in your 
stables till I shall return. 

* Believe me, &c. 


« Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Stupleton Cotton, Bart. 


Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Castaxos. 


‘ Mon coer GENERAL, ‘a Sabugal, ce 15 Avril, 1811. 

‘ Je suis arrivé ici aujourd'hui, et j'ai reçu votre lettre du 13. 
Je suis en route pour |’Estremadure, et je compte arriver à 
Elvas Ic 20, ot je serai bien aise de vous rencontrer, mais en 
attendant que j’aie le plaisir de vous voir je ne veux pas perdre 
un moment pour vous prier d’envoyer quelqu’un en Galicie qui 
soit capable et digne de votre confiance pour remplacer le 
Général Mahy. 

‘ Il y a plusieurs mois que j'ai eu des renseignemens sur son 
compte que j'ai envoyés à Cadiz, et sur lesquels j’ai souvent 
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causé avec le Marquis de la Romana, et Alava ; et nous sommes 
convenus qu'il était urgent qu'il fut remplacé. J'ai reçu der- 
nierement encore des lettres de cette partie Ja, dans lesquelles 
on me dit que tout le monde se méfiait du Général Mahy, et 
qu'on crie pour qu'il soit bien vite remplacé. 

‘ Quoique les Français soient excellens militaires, leurs né- 
cessités et leur politique mensongère les forcent souvent à 
adopter des plans militaires qui ne conviennent pas du tout à 
Jeur situation ;—par exemple, l'expédition de Andalousie, et 
celle du Portugal. 

‘En pensant à ce qu’ils doivent faire dans les circonstances 
actuelles, je trouve qu’ils feront l'invasion de la Galicie avec le 
corps de Bessières, pendant que Massena donnera du repos à 
ses troupes dans les cantonnemens uccupés jusqu'à présent par 
les troupes de Bessières. Ou ils feront cette opération, ou ils 
se joindront pour tomber sur mon corps sur la frontière de la 
Castille, ce qui n'est pas très vraisemblable ; ou ils ne feront 
rien jusqu'à ce que les troupes de Massena soyent reposées et 
rémises en état, quand ils rassembleront une grande armée dans 
l'Estremadure. 

‘En tout cas, et surtout dans le premier, qui est le plus 
vraisemblable, il est urgent d’avoir un bon commandant en 
Galicie sans perdre un moment de temps. Ainsi, nommez le, 
et envoyez le à Lisbonne, et quand je vous verrai, ou en route, 
j'écrirai à l’Amiral pour lui donner un vaisseau de guerre pour 
le conduire a la Corogne. 

‘ Je vous parlerai d’autres choses quand j'aurai le plaisir de 
vous voir. 

‘ J’ai laissé mes troupes occupées du blocus d'Almeida, qui 
j'espère va se rendre. J'aurais fait la même chose pour Ciudad 
Rodrigo avec la droite de l'armée, mais par un mal-entendu 
on a laissé entrer un convoi dans cette place. A quelque chose 
cependant malheur est bon; les Français ne m'auraient pas 
permis de prendre deux places à la fois, et peut-être m’auraient 
forcé à lever les deux blocus. En tout cas, je n'aurais pu 
quitter l'armée dans ce moment ci, et je n’aurais pas eu le 
plaisir de vous voir de citôt. 

‘ Toujours votre fidèle, &c. 
* Le Général Castaiios. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘Je vous suis bien obligé des lettres interceptées. Le chiffre 
est une grande acquisition." 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


« My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Sabugal, 15th April, 1811. 

‘I write by a messenger of Castaños, to let you know that 
I am so far on my way towards you. I shall be at Castello 
Branco on the 17th, at Portalegre on the 19th, and at Elvas 
on the 20th. 

«I enclose a letter from General Picton which deserves your 
attention. ‘There is a letter from Pack, whom I have at last 
got up to the army, proposing to have a brigade hospital near 
him. Is this consistent with your hospital regulations ? 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My DEAR SIR, ‘ Sabugal, 15th April, 1811. 

‘IT am so far on my way to the Guadiana. I received yes- 
terday your letter of the 10th. The papers which you en- 
closed contain no particular complaints against our commis- 
saries; but if they did, I should doubt their being well 
founded. 

‘ We suffer very much now from having had any thing to 
do with the Portuguese army in the way of river transport 
last year. Boats and carts were delivered to our commissaries, 
and they delivered a proportion to the Portuguese. These 
were never paid for, and the consequence is increased difficulty 
in getting any this year. 

‘ You will see from my official letter of this day that there 
is reason to believe that there is misapplication, at least, of the 
funds supplied by Great Britain for the payment of the army. 

‘I beg that the French prisoners may not be employed on 
any works on the left of the Tagus. 

* Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. “WELLINGTON. 


‘I shall send the mail from Castello Branco on Wednesday, 
or from Niza on Thursday.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘Sir, ‘ Sabugal, 15th April, 1811. 

‘ I beg you will inform the Governors of the kingdom, that 
I have this day received a report from Colonel Pamplona, 
stating that his brigade is still without bread. 

‘I likewise beg leave to draw your attention to a fact which 
was communicated to me this morning by Colonel Le Cor, viz., 
that the officers of the Portuguese army have not been paid 
since the month of January last; and those particularly, who 
have nat the good fortune to be fed by the British Com- 
missariat, are suffering distresses of a description to which 
officers ought not to be subjected. But this is not the only 
view in which this subject deserves your attention. His 
Majesty granted a subsidy to the Prince Regent for the pay 
of 30,000 men, officers included; and an additional sum of 
£130,000 per annum, to make up certain additional pay, not 
only to the officers of 30,000 men, but to all the officers of the 
Portuguese army. Besides the pay of the 30,000 officers and 
soldiers, the estimate included a certain sum for their provisions. 

‘If this statement be correct, it is obvious that the sums 
paid in subsidy for the months of February and March have 
been misapplied. This is a subject which requires serious 
inquiry. 

‘ Although I have always been ready to bear testimony to 
the disinterested and upright views of the Governors of the 
kingdom, and sincerely believe that they have no concern in 
the misapplication of the sums paid in subsidy to purposes 
different from those for which they were granted, I have not 
the same good opinion of the person employed in the pay 
department of the army; and adverting to the general dis- 
tresses of the Government in all its branches and departments, 
I do not hesitate to acknowledge that I believe the misappli- 
cation of the sums received for the subsidy in February and 
March to have been corrupt. 

‘ At all events, it is absolutely necessary that the whole 
arrear should be paid forthwith; and I shall hereafter call for 
a return of the periods to which both officers and soldiers are 
paid. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c., 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Str Brent Spencer, K.B. . 


6 My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Pedrogao, 16th April, 1811. 

‘ I arrived here this day, but have not yet heard either from 
you or from Beresford. I have a letter from Castaños of thé 
13th, who was appointed to command in Galicia, as well as 
in Estremadura, &c. Blake was come out of Cadiz to com- 
mand in the Condado de Niebla. | 

The inhabitants have returned to this part of the country, 
and I find that I can go with my own horses from Elvas to 
any part of our cantonments in three days, leaving my baggage 
behind. So that supposing a communication from you should 
be forty-eight hours going to Elvas, I should be with you in 
sixty hours after I should receive it. — 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you, if you will tell 
Waters, that I beg him to send trusty people to Zamora and 
Toro, and likewise to Alba de Tormes, Ledesma, and Sala- 
manca, to bring back information what regiments (stating the 
number of each) are at each place. It would be desirable that 
he should station a person at Zamora to come off to him with 
all expedition, when the troops there should move. 

‘In respect to your position, it is obvious that so long as we 
can maintain ourselves upon the line of the Dos Casas, the 
enemy cannot interrupt the blockade of Almeida. But if we 
move from Nave d’Aver, the enemy has the choice of attack- 
ing us in the new position pointed out to you, or of relieving 
Almeida. 

‘I should wish you, therefore, not to be in a hurry to take 
up the position behind Aldea Velha. The necessity for taking 
it up at all must depend upon the enemy’s strength ; and if his 
strength should be such as to render it desirable that you 
should take it up, which it 1s probable that it will, your move- 
ment should be delayed till it is quite certain that the enemy 
propose to turn your right. This delay may be made with 
great safety, as there are many good roads leading to the 
ground pointed out. 

‘In case there should be any difficulty in the movements of 
the Sth and 6th divisions, or of that part of the Light division 
which will be on the left in consequence of the delay, these 
troops might cross the Coa at the ford of Junça, or at the 
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bridge of Castello Bom, and proceed along the left bank of the 
Coa, by the bridge of Sequeiros, or to the ford of Rapoula de 
Coa, where they could cross again, and take their places in the 
line. Al these roads should be well reconnaitred by the Staff 
Officers, without stating for what object. . 

‘I believe it would be necessary that the guns attached to 
the divisions which might cross the Coa, should march along 
the great road which runs between the Turon and the Coa to 
Aldea da Ponte, if they should not be in time to be able to 
march on that which is between the Turon and Dos Casas. . If 
this should be the case, (and it must be observed that the guns 
with both these divisions are Portuguese 6 pounders,) it will 
only be necessary to draw them towards Nave d’Aver in time, 
and to leave the divisions without their guns for a few hours. 

| ‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. Generul ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to R. H. Kennedy, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Pedrogaô, 16th April, 1811. 

‘ As I was coming through Villar Mayor yesterday, Colonel 
Le Cor informed me that his Portuguese brigade in the 7th 
division had not received bread for six or seven days till yes- 
terday, when the people of the village of Bismula were baking 
a day's bread for them. I had understood from you that all 
the troops were supplied regularly with bread, and I shall 
be very much obliged to you if you will inquire from Mr. 
Gauntlett how this matter stands. 

‘If there should be hereafter any deficiency in this or any 
other division, I do not think it ought to fall exclusively upon 
the Portuguese troops. As we have engaged to supply them, we 
should do so equally with our own, or alter our arrangements, 
and throw them back again upon the Government. I am in 
hopes, however, that it will turn out that this deficiency has 
been exaggerated, and I shall be obliged to you if you will 
furnish me with the means of stating what quantity of bread 
particularly this brigade has had from the Ist to the 15th 
April. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ R. H. Kennedy, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


€ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Castello Branco, 17th April, 1811. 2 p.m. 

‘I have not yet heard from you, and I conclude that you did 
not find it necessary to write to me till last night. I have 
heard from Beresford, and I hope that by this time he has 
Olivenga. 

‘In case you should wish to communicate anything to me, 
and to be quite certain that it reaches me as soon as it can, I 
recommend to you to send a Staff Officer, on his own horses, 
to Sabugal, and to order him to proceed on with the horses of 
the guides by the following route from Sabugal. 

‘“ Memoa, leave Penamacor on the left. 
‘ Pedrogao *, from Sabugal about #1 miles. 


‘St. Miguel d'Arche , 
€ Escalhas da Cima . . 10 9 
‘ Castello Branco * . . 10 ,, 
‘ Sarnadas  . 10 ,, 
€ Villa Velha, across ‘the e Tagus 10 ,, 
‘ Niza . 1L ,, 
‘ Portalegre. 

‘ Elvas. 


‘* Thus marked there are guides, and I shall hereafter 
let you know the detail of the road from Niza, and where the 
guides will be found. If he should be able to procure mares 
or post mules, he should not take the horses of the guides ; and 
if he docs take them, he should not press them above a league 
an hour, as they will not be able to carry him these long stages 
if he does. 

‘Believe me, &c. 


‘ Lieut. General | ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘I received last night your letter of the 16th, and am much 
obliged to you. I conclude that the rain of yesterday has 
reached you, and puts out of the question all possibility of 
crossing the Agueda by either side.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ My pear BeresForp, ‘Castello Branco, 17th April, 1811. 

‘I received this morning the original of your letter of the 
9th, that of the 10th, and your letter of the 13th. I have 
heard nothing from the army since I left it on the 15th. 

‘ I shall draw up a memorandum of my notion of the ope- 
rations of all the armies, from Galicia to the Condado de 
Niebla, which I will send to General Blake. In the mean 
time it is desirable that he should not commit his corps; and 
that Ballesteros should not commit any part of it for him. If 
Soult should move upon you, he ought to move upon Seville, 
the possession of which place will of itself raise the siege of 
Cadiz. General Blake should be prepared with boats, &c., for 
the passage of the Guadiana. 

‘T recommend to you to construct two good redoubts on 
your ground at Badajoz, asa security to your stores, &c., in case 
you should be obliged to collect your army in consequence of 
the movements of the enemy to disturb the siege. These 
might be executed at the same time with the other works of 
the siege. 

‘I shall be at Elvas on the 20th. 

_“ Believe me, &c. 
“ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘The 14,000 pairs of shoes should be carried to account 
against your estimate; they will be charged to the regiments 
at, I believe, 6s. 6d. each pair. 

‘The detachments of cavalry, &c., which you have out, 
should be extremely vigilant, and the officers should adopt 
every measure in their power to procure intelligence, besides 
those of a military nature, such as patrols, &c. I am afraid 
that the Spaniards in Andalusia and Estremadura are very 
tired of the war, and averse to its continuance and its existence 
in their own country, if they are not positively attached to the 
French cause, and we must expect that they will give intelli- 
gence to the enemy. 

‘ The officers of the Castello Branco Militia have just been 
here, and have informed me that their men are in want of 
provisions. I understood that the militia never received pro- 
visions in their own towns, and if that is the case, it should be 
explained to this regiment without loss of time.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
| Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


6 Str, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

€T have the honor to enclose vou a letter, and its enclosure, 
addressed to Lieut. Colonel Bathurst, which Lord Fitzroy 
Somerset bas received from Brigadier General Blunt. I am 
concerned to observe that Brigadier General Blunt conceives 
that he has reason to complain of any officer of the British 
army, and that he should on that account have been in.luced 
to make use of intemperate language to Mr. *; and al- 
though I have hitherto received no complaint from Mr. , 
I think it will save trouble, and be most satisfactory, if I con- 
sider and decide upon the subject of Brigadier General }3lunt’s 
statement. 

‘ Brigadier Genera] Blunt is in the Portuguese service, and 
as such he commands, under an appointment from Portuguese 
authority, in the fort of Peniche. His British commission, 
while he is in the Portuguese service, lies dormant, notwith- 
standing that his rank in his Majesty’s service continues pro- 
gressive. Mr. is a Deputy Assistant Commissary, ap- 
pointed to take care of stores lodged in the fort of Peniche 
by my order, and he is liable to all the orders of the British 
army, and of the British Government, for the abuse or waste 
of stores, and every misapplication of them. 

‘It is a difficult and delicate task to define how far a person 
in Mr. ’s situation is bound to obey the orders of the 
governor of a Portuguese fort in which he may be stationed. 
Probably the safest line to he drawn would be to say that Mr. 
ought to obey every order which the Portuguese Go- 
vernor was authorized to give him. Tere the question arises 
whether the Portuguese Government was authorized in any 
manner, or by any circumstances, to order Mr. to make 
an issue of provisions from the stores under his charge, con- 
trary to the orders of the army, to those of the Treasury, and 
of all his superiors in the department to which he belongs. I 
should think that even Brigadier General Blunt himself, when 
he divests himself of his character of a British officer (and 
even as a British officer he has no such authority), will decide 
this question in the negative. In fact, if it were otherwise, it 
would not be in my power, as Commander of the British army, 

* This Commissariat Officer was afterwards dismissed the service. 




















1811. NIZA. 465 


to lodge stores in any fort or place in which a Portuguese 
officer should command, to the great inconvenience and detri- 
ment of the service. 

‘Under these circumstances it is in my opinion desirable 
that Brigadier General Blunt should endeavor to conciliate 





Mr. , and to prevent the complaint from coming forward. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Adjutant General 
of the Forces. 
« Sie, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter, enclosing one from Lord Har- 
court, relative to the appointments of the 16th light dragoons ; 
and having consulted with the General and commanding officers 
of regiments of cavalry, I am decidedly of opinion that it is 
desirable that not only the 16th light dragoons, but all the 
regiments of cavalry, should be supplied with cloth overalls 
by the colonels, instead of leather breeches, the colonel giving 
to the dragoon a compensation in money equal to the differ- 
ence in price between the overalls and the leather breeches to 
which he is now entitled. 

‘ In consequence of communications with the same authori- 
ties, I likewise beg leave to recommend that the colonels of 
regiments of cavalry, serving in this country, may be directed | 
to supply the men with strap ankle boots, instead of long or 
hussar boots, particularly after they shall have supplied them 
with overalls. The dragoons are almost constantly booted, 
and if they should have an opportunity of taking off their 
boots to dry them, they can do it without incurring the risk 
of tearing off the heel. It is besides to be observed, that 
these boots will not only be more convenient to the dragoon, 
but a saving to the colonels of regiments of cavalry, in an 
article of which the expense of the wear and tear on service 
must greatly exceed the allowance made for purchasing it. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Adjutant General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
oP the Forces.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander tn Chief. 
‘Sir, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811, 

‘ I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have received 
from Major General Low, in which he applies for allowances 
. for Captain Schlutter, whom I have permitted him to employ 
as his,extra aide de camp. 

‘ In order to prevent the growth of expense, and, if possible, 
the applications of General officers to employ extra aides de 
camp, I have made it a rule that those extra aides de camp 
only, who have received the permission of the Commander in 
Chief to be employed as such, shall receive the allowance of 
bat and forage, &c. It is impossible for me to depart from 
a rule which I have made myself, and I request the Com- 
mander in Chief to decide whether he will give his sanction 
to the employment of Captain Schlutter as his extra aide de 
camp by General Low, otherwise he will not receive the allow- 
ance of bat and forage, &c. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
_* Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Gordon, 
Commissary in Chief. 

“Sir, ‘Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

‘I beg to inform you, that it is my opinion that Mr. Deputy 
Commissary General is not fit to be employed as a 
Deputy Commissary General with this army, owing, according 
to my opinion, to his incapacity for the performance of the 
duties of his office in an active situation, and his want of 
SUCCESS. 








‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


« Colonel Gordon, ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Commtssary in Chief. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘Niza, 18th April, 1811, 
‘ I beg to refer your Lordship to the last weekly statement 
sent from this country, in which you will see the strength of the 
detachment of the Staff corps with this army. Adverting to 
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the services on which this army may possibly be employed in 
the course of this year, and to the great utility of the Staff 
corps, I beg leave to recommend that, if it should not be in- 
convenient to other services, two more companies of the Staff 
corps may be sent to this country. 

‘ As [ understand that there are no people of the description 
of Pontoneers belonging to the service, I beg leave to recom- 
mend that ten warrant artificers may be sent with the poutoons 
which I have requested for the service in this country ; who 
will be employed to superintend the persons who must be 
hired in Portugal to attend them. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
© The Earl nf Liverpool.’ “ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpood, 
Secretary of State. 


My Lorp, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose a letter from Major General 
Campbell, the colonel of the York light infantry, volunteers, 
in which he desires permission to send to England fifty re- 
cruits belonging to that regiment enlisted from deserters from 
the enemy's army. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


* My Lorn, ‘Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

‘When I was lately making arrangements for sending to 
England the transports which had been till now attached to 
this army, | felt myself under the necessity of detaining a 
certain number to contain the heavy baggage of the several 
regiments in this country. This consists principally of arm 
chests, for containing those arms of which the regiments have 
none in this country, and therefore do not require the arm 
chests; of the baggage of individual officers, which is useful, 
and even necessary, to them in stationary services or canton- 
ments, but which they cannot carry with them in the field ; 
and of the overplus of the stores belonging to the colonels of 
the regiments after the clothing has been issued to the effec- 
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tives in Portugal; and for regiments of cavalry of the same 
articles, and some saddlery. 

‘I'he greatest part of these articles might be sent away, 
without putting the officers and troops to any inconvenience. 
There is no doubt but that transports are the most expensive 
stores that could be found. But adverting to the possibility 
that the British Government might think it proper to order 
that the army should quit this kingdom at a time when the 
troops should be at a distance from Lisbon, I did not think it 
proper to expose the British subjects residing in that capital 
to the insults of the mob, and the regimental baggage to the 
risk of being lost by their resistance to its embarkation. 

‘It is very desirable, however, that this army should be 
relieved from this baggage; and I beg leave to recommend 
that a depét in England may be appointed for receiving the 
heavy baggage of every regiment in this country, to which it 
should be sent. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ *‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

© My Lorp, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811. 

‘ Having made arrangements for the blockade of Almeida, 
and having reason to believe that the enemy’s army will not be 
in a situation for some time to attempt to relieve that place, 
even if they should be so inclined, I have taken advantage of 
the momentary discontinuance of active operations in that 
quarter, to go into Estremadura to the corps under Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, and I have got thus far on my way. 
Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer remains in command of the 
corps on the frontiers of Castille. 

‘ Nothing of importance has occurred in that quarter since 
I addressed your Lordship on the 9th instant. The enemy 
retired entirely from the Agueda, and it is reported that some 
of their troops had gone back as far as Zamora and Toro, upon 
the Duero. This report, however, has not been confirmed. 

‘They had sent one convoy from Salamanca to Ciudad 
Rodrigo; and Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer informs me 
that the second had since arrived, of whose departure I had 
heard from Salamanca, before I quitted the army on the 15th. 
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But as I could not pretend to blockade both Almeida and 
Ciudad Rodrigo, without crossing the Agueda, and exposing 
the army to great difficulties for want of subsistence (as the 
communication across the Coa and Agueda would have been 
very precarious), and the line which we should have taken up 
would have been long and weak, and the blockade of both 
places exposed to be interrupted, I have thought it best to 
confine my attention principally to the former ; and to endeavor 
to interrupt the enemy’s communication with the latter only 
when circumstances should render it convenient and advan- 
us. 

‘I also learn from Sir Brent Spencer, that since my de- 
parture, they have occupied San Felices el Grande with a body 
of troops; but I imagine it was with the intention of protect- 
ing the march of the last convoy to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

* Marshal Sir William Beresford was not able to effect his 
passage across the Guadiana as soon as he had expected, and 
the enemy have introduced some provisions into Badajoz and 
Olivença. Sir William Beresford’s advanced guard crossed 
the Guadiana on the 4th, and I am concerned to report that a 
squadron of the 13th light dragoons, which were on piquet 
under Major Morris, were surprised on the night of the 6th 
by a detachment of the enemy’s cavalry from Olivenga. I have 
not received the return of the loss upon this occasion, but I am 
informed that the whole squadron, with the exception of 20 
men, were taken prisoners. ‘The enemy have since retired, as 
I am informed, entirely from Estremadura, leaving small 
garrisons in Badajoz and Olivenga. Marshal Soult is stated 
to be at Seville, and it is said that Marshal Mortier has gone 
to Cordova. Mar¢hal Sir William Beresford has taken a 
positionto invest both Badajoz and Olivenga, and by a letter 
of the 13th, I learn that he expected on the 14th to open his 
fire upon the latter from six 24 pounders, I hope that Olivenga 
will not be able to hold out long; but the attack of Badajoz, 
which I intend should be made by Sir William Beresford’s 
corps, will be a more serious operation. 

‘A detachment from the 5th army, which is now com- 
manded by General Castafios, is, I understand, at Merida. 

‘ Since I last addressed your Lordship, General Zayas had 
again landed the troops under his command, and had again 
embarked them, and returned to Cadiz. General Ballesteros’ 
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division alone, therefore, continues in the Condado de Niebla: 
but by a letter from Mr. Wellesley of the 11th, I learn that 
General Blake was himself about to come into the Condado 
de Niebla, to take the command of General Ballesteros’ di- 
vision, and the troops which had been under the command of 
General Zayas, and which were to return to that quarter. 
The whole corps will amount to 12,000 men, of which 1100 
are cavalry; and General Blake had expressed an anxious 
desire to co-operate with Marshal Sir William Beresford. 

‘ General Castanos has been appointed to command the 
army in Galicia, as well as the 5th army, lately the army of 
the left, commanded by the late Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &e. 


* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My pear Lorp, ‘ Niza, 18th April, 1811. 


‘I do not know exactly what quantity of provisions they 
have in Almeida. The garrison is said to consist of 1400 men. 
We shut them up on the 6th, and from all that I have heard, 
they must have had then about a month or six weeks’ bread, 
and from what I have seen of their cattle, fresh meat for the 
same period. The place had some salt provisions in it when 
it was surrendered, and I think it probable that some may still 
remain. 

‘ The French certainly intended to abandon the place and 
biow it up; and they are now mining it for that purpose. At 
the same time, I think it probable that they believed that they 
could never again communicate with the garrison, as they are 
generally foreigners. Much will be gained to get them out of 
the place, but still more to get the place entire for the Portu- 
guese Government. 

‘In Ciudad Rodrigo there is a good garrison, and we cer- 
tainly shall not get that place without a siege, for which, God 
knows if we shall have time before the enemy will be rein- 
forced. Tue first object is certainly Badajoz, and as soon as I 
shall know wnether any or what part of our train is required 
for the attack of that place, I shall send the remainder to 
Oporto, and make all the arrangements for the eventual attack 
of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
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‘I cannot yet tell how matters stand at Badajoz, but I un- 
derstand that the garrison is very weak, and I should hope 
that it would not hold out long. It does not appear that there 
is any chance of the place being relieved, unless the enemy 
should determine to raise the siege of Cadiz and quit Anda- 
lusia. 

‘ I propose to be at Elvas on the 20th, and to be back again 
in Castille by the end of the month, or in the first days of 
May. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


* My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 20th April, 1811. 
‘IT arrived here this day, as I intended. I have not heard 
from you since I received your letter of the 16th. Beresford 
has taken Olivenca, and he has since advanced to the south as 
far as Zafra and Los Santos. At the latter place he had an 
affair with the enemy’s cavalry, in which he took 160 prisoners 
without sustaining any loss. He has gone too far to the south 
for his object, and I have written to him to remind him of his 
object, and to urge his early return. 
‘ Believe me, &c. . 
‘ Lieut. General * WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘P.S. Any officer you may send to me, will find horses at 
Castello Branco, Niza, Portalegre, and I believe at Assumar, 
or at St: Olaya. The distances are from Castello Branco to 
the Tagus— 

| Villa Velha, 20 miles. 
Niza, 11 do. 
Portalegre, 24 do. 
Assumar, 12 do. 
St Olaya, 14 do. 
Elvas, 10 do. 

‘ There is an Officer of Guides, and by this time guides, at 
Castello Branco, Niza, and Portalegre. But the Officer of 
Guides has been left to forward your letters by messengers, 
if the guides should not have arrived at their stations.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
¢ My pear BERESFORD, * Elvas, 20th April, 1811. 3 po 

‘1 have received your four letters of the 18th, for which 
I am much obliged to you. In regard to the first, I hope 
that I shall have an opportunity of talking over with you the 
subjects to which it relates, and it is useless to write upon 
them at present. 

‘I congratulate you upon the surrender of Olivenca, and 
entirely concur in the directions which you gave that the 
garrison should have no terms, and I hope that they were 
well plundered by the 4th division. I shall see Captain 
Squire and Major Dickson immediately, and if I can, I shall 
go to-morrow to Jurumenha, and if I can get any thing to 
cover me, I shall take a look at Badajoz. 

‘I hope that you will be able to return, but if you cannot, 
I shall write to you my opinion upon the several points which 
occur to me, in regard to the siege of Badajoz, which is your 
principal object. I cannot venture to stay long away from the 
frontiers of Castille, and I shall return to that quarter as soon 
as I shall have looked about me here. 

‘I cannot pretend to give directions at this distance. 
My opinion is, that you are too far advanced for your ob- 
ject, and the sooner you come back the better. But it is 
impossible for me to judge whether you can with propriety 
come back immediately. I refer you to what I wrote in a 
late letter respecting Ballesteros. The scrapes into which he 
or any of them will get themselves, must not be suffered to 
induce you to depart one tota from the plan which you will 
decm the best to secure your object, which is Badajoz. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘* P.S. I have seen Major Dickson and Captain Squire. 
I find from the former, that every thing stops in respect to the 
ordnance, till the army shall invest the place; he would then 
begin to move the ordnance and stores from Olivenga to the 
park, and having moved these, he would use the means of 
transport to move what be should require in addition from 
hence. 

‘ Captain Squire says that he has intrenching tools in suff- 


1811. ELVAS. 473 


cient quantities to begin, and that it is desirable that the place 
should be invested, as well as to commence the work, as to 
obtain possession of a pine wood, about a league and a half 
from Badajoz, and to set the people to work in it. This is 
desirable also, in order to fix the bridge in its new situation. 
There will be no protection for it till the place shall be in- 
vested. 

‘ Will you let me know whether there are at Lisbon any 
24 pounders and carriages, or any 24 pound shot, in order to 
replace what are taken from hence for the siege? If there 
should be none, those of our train must be sent up, which 
will?cripple us for other operations.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, * Elvag, 21st April, 1811. 8 AM. 

* Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have received your letter 
_ of the 16th. 

* Let me know as soon as you can whether the Portuguese 
arsenal have any 24 pounder shot, and whether your 24 
pounder shot will fit their guns. Also respecting the 24 
pounder guns for Elvas. 

‘It is reported here that the French have again got a post 
in Talaverilla. I shall sleep at Olivença to-morrow night. 

‘ Believe me, &c. | 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


‘P.S. You will have seen Austin’s letter of the 13th. I 
see that Soult is fortifying Seville, which is a serious event, 
as affecting our operations at Badajoz. It is therefore more 
urgent that not a moment should be lost in commencing them. 

«The mode of co-operation by Blake and Ballesteros be- 
comes a matter of importance. 

« Since writing the above, I have received your letter of the 
20th, from Almendral. Your letter of the 9th certainly put 
me in movement sooner than I intended ; and when I received 
_ your letter of the 13th, I was on the point of returning, and 
I should have returned if I had not thought that, upon the 
whole, it was better that I should come, and see things here 
myself. 

‘If I can get over the ford to-morrow, I propose to go and 
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look at Badajoz, and to sleep at Olivenca. If I can get over 
the ford, I sha!l go to Olivença by Jurumenha I shall be at 
the ford at 7 o'clock. I have sent directions to General Alten 
to move out of Olivenca in the morning, in order to cover the 
reconnaissance on Badajoz, and to send a squadron of cavalry 
to meet me at the ford. 

«P.S. Since writing the above, I have received your three 
letters of the 19th.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘Sir, « Elvas, 21st April, 1811. 

‘1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th, 
and having perused the enclosures, I observe that they coa- 
sist, as usual, of orders from one department to another, of 
principal to deputy, and of deputy to his inferior, but no 
report of obedience or execution. 

‘In respect to the bridges at Abrantes and Punhete, I can- 
not say how they stand from personal inspection, but I write 
to the Governor of Abrantes, and I expect to have a report 
immediately. 

‘ Having had occasion to pass the Tagus at Villa Velhaa 
few days ago, I can state that there is no bridge there; that a 
few ferry boats had been collected there from the neighbouring 
ferries by my desire; and that the boats which had been sent 
up there by the Governor of Abrantes had been abandoned 
by their‘owners. 

‘In answer to Dom M. de Forjaz’s letter of the 16th in- 
stant, I have to observe that, as usual, he has been misin- 
formed of the real state of the affairs on which he has written. 
The magazines in Upper Beira are not waiting in the Mon- 
dego for want of water carriage. As I informed you in my 
letter of the 13th instant, the magazines are at San Miguel de 
Poyares, which is as high as the Mondego can carry them, 
and they are there waiting for means of land transport to the 
troops between the Coa and the Agueda. 

‘I conclude that it will now be discovered that the British 
Commissaries take all the land transport, and any excuse will 
be admitted and brought forward, rather than adopt the only 
remedy, which is to dismiss and punish those who neglect 
their duty, and do not bring forward the means of transport 
which exist in the country, and which are necessary to pro- 
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vide for the subsistence of the army employed in its defence. 
. But I beg to put an end to this excuse, by informing you that 
the British Commissary General has purchased the means of 
transport with which he supplies the troops on the frontiers 
of Beira, and has none from the country. 

“I observe that the Governors of the kingdom are now 
aware of the difficulties which exist in maintaining the war 
upon the frontier, as they order their minister to declare that 
it is impossible to supply troops stationed at such a distance, 
which troops consist of one brigade of cavalry and two bri- 
gades of infantry. 

‘The Portuguese translation of the arrangement of the 
month of June, 1809, regarding the Commissariat affairs of 
the two nations, is erroneous; and [ shall send you a copy of 
the English original, which you will see does not state that 
detachments of Portuguese troops passing through the canton- 
ments of the English army shall be provided from the English 
magazines, but only that when detachments of the troops of 
one nation are supplied from the magazines of the other, what 
price shall be paid for each ration. 

* The demands of which I complained, were not for troops 
passing through British cantonments, but for troops passing 
through towns in which magazines were forming for the use of 
the allied army on the frontier; which magazines were so far 
consumed by detachments starving, because the means had 
not been provided to supply them on their march. One of 
the consequences of this mode of transacting business is, that 
the convalescents from the hospitals, and recruits for the regi- 
ments on the frontier, never reach their destination. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My pear Sir, * Elvas, 2ist April, 1811. 

‘I have not written to Lord Liverpool on the subject on 
which I told you I should, because I was desirous of giving 
the concern a farther trial before I should communicate an 
opinion to Government which would certainly put an end to 
it. Besides, I think it not impossible, but that if we adhere 
strictly to our objects, and carry on our operations in con- 
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formity to directions and plans laid down, we shall preserve 
our superiority over the French throughout the campaign; 
particularly if they should be involved in disputes in the north 
of Europe. 

‘ But I am decidedly of opinion, that unless'the£ Portuguese 
Government alter their system entirely, it will be impossible 
for the British army to remain in the country, if we are not 
able to preserve the superiority ; and I should incur a very 
serious responsibility, if I did not communicate that opinion 
to the Regent’s ministers. Has any magistrate been, yet 
punished or even dismissed from his office for neglecting his 
duty? Has any alteration been made of any description in 
the old system of allowing every booby to do as he pleases, 
provided only that he cries ‘ Viva,” and attends the levees of 
the members of the Government, and of the Ministers? Have 
any of the really efficient measures been adopted which have 
been recommended, either to bring money into the treasury, 
which is most wanted ; to raise recruits for the army, or militia; 
or to render the former a force efficiently equal to its numbers ; 
or to force the latter to attend to their duty ? 

‘A fresh invasion would find us exactly where we were 
last year; and I do not think it would be safe to trust the 
King’s army in this country, after such discouraging circum- 
stances, and after the experience which the enemy have 
acquired of the country, its roads, &c. &c. 

‘ However, although affairs are in a very bad state with 
the Portuguese part of us at present, they are worse with the 
French, and the opinion would not at this moment be true, 
and therefore I shall not communicate it; and I will send it to 
you, to be shown to the Regency when I shall do so. 

‘I am afraid that we have lost some valuable time here; 
and I am come here principally to put matters in the right 
road ; and to come to an understanding with Castafios, and if 
possible, with Blake, respecting our future operations. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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MEMORANDUM. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘ Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 
€ Marshal Beresford will receive with this memorandum, the 
copy of one drawn for his use, and that of the Chief Engineer, 
and Commanding Officer of Artillery. 

‘ During the siege of Badajoz, his object will be to place his 
troops in such situations as that they will be best able to carry 
on the operations, and to join, in case the enemy should at- 
tempt to relieve the place. 

‘ If the enemy should make the attempt, Marshal Beresford 
will consider of, and decide upon, the chance of success, accord- 
ing to a view of the relative numbers of both armies, and 
making a reasonable allowgnce for the number of Spanish 
troops which shall co-operate. with him in any attack which the 
enemy may make upon him. If he should think the enemy 
too strong for him, with the assistance which he will know 
that he will have from the Spanish troops, he will retire across 
the Guadiana, and thence, if necessary, towards Portalegre, 
taking the position of the Caya and Portalegre successively, 

‘If Sir William Beresford should think his strength suffi- 
cient to fight a general action, to save the siege of Badajoz, he 
will collect his troops to fight it. 

‘I believe that, upon the whole, the most central and ad- 
vantageous place to collect his troops will be at Albuera. If 
the enemy should attempt to turn his left, in order to march 
upon Badajoz by Talavera, he has his choice between attacking 
them in that operation, or marching by his own left along the 
Talavera rivulet. If they attempt to turn his right, he has 
the same choice, or to march by his right upon Valverde, and 
place his right upon the Valverde rivulet. 

‘ All this must of course be left to the decision of Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford. I authorize him to fight the action if he 
should think proper, or to retire if he should not. 

‘If the enemy should advance, different measures must be 
adopted in respect to the operations of the siege, according to 
the state in which they will be when the enemy shall make the 
attempt to relieve the place, and according to Sir William 
Beresford's intentions of fighting the battle, or not. 

‘Sir William Beresford is aware of the degree in which 
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Elvas will be dismantled of ordnance and stores, in order to 
make the siege of Badajoz; and therefore, if he should de 
termine, in consequence of the enemy’s strength, not to fight 
the battle, it will be necessary that he should make every effort 
to send back the ordnance and stores to Elvas before he shall 
raise the siege. 

‘If it should be necessary, and he should determine to fight 
the battle before he shall have obtained possession of Fort St. 
Christoval, it will be necessary that he should send back from 
Fort St. Christoval to Elvas all the ordnance and stores 
collected there, and afterwards by degrees from the ground 
on the left of the Guadiana the ordnance and stores collected 
there; keeping on the latter, if possible, only what could be 
drawn away at one trip by the cattle, and other means in - 
his possession. 

‘If he should determine to fight the battle after he shall 
have obtained possession of St. Christoval, he should leave there 
the ordnance and stores necessary, and sufficient to command. 
the passage of the Guadiana by the bridge of Badajoz; and 
on the left of the Guadiana, what can be removed at one trip 
by the cattle, or other means in his possession, and all the rest 
should be moved to Elvas. 

‘ If it should be possible, a redoubt, or two redoubts, should 
be constructed on the ground on the left of the Guadiana, in 
which 1000 men could remain in safety from the attacks of the 
garrison during the absence of the army, and 200 or 300 men 
in the works at St. Christoval. 

‘I intend to propose to General Castafios the following 
plan of co-operation with Sir William Beresford for the troops 
composing the 5th army, as well as those under General 
Ballesteros, and eventually of General Blake; and to request 
that Sir William Beresford may be informed whether they will, 
or not, perform what is herein pointed out. 

‘ First ; that during the siege of Badajoz, the troops under 
the Conde de Penne Villemur should be pushed as far forward 
as they can go with safety towards the enemy, taking care not 
to engage in any affair of importance; and to send Marshal 
Beresford regular daily reports of their position, numbers, &c., 
and of all circumstances that may occur. The Conde de 
Villemur might be towards Llerena, Guadalcanal, &c., and 
should fall back, in case of the advance in force of the enemy, 
by the road of Usagre, Villa Franca, Almendralelo, &e., to 
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the left of the position of the army, ascertaining, and sending 
daily intelligence of the enemy’s movements, 

‘Secondly; that General Murillo should occupy Merida, 
and observe al] that passes towards Almaraz, and the passages 
of the Tagus. In case of the advance of the enemy, he should 
wreak up, and march by Lobon, and be prepared to join the 
army either by Talaverilla, or by a more direct route. 

‘ Thirdly ; that General Ballesteros should have his quarters 
at Burguillos, and communicate with the Conde de Penne 
Villemur, and observe the roads from the southward through 
the Sierra by Fregenal and Monasterio, taking care not to in- 
volve himself in any serious affair, and sending daily informa- 
tion to Sir William Beresford of all that passes. 

‘In case the enemy should advance, General Ballesteros 
should retire by the road of Barcarota upon Valverde, in order 
to join upon the right of the army. 

‘ Fourthly; that when General Blake's corps shall land, it 
should take its station at Xerez de los Cavalleros; and if the . 
enemy should advance, it should fall back by the same road as 
that pointed out for General Ballesteros. 

‘ Fifthly ; that the troops of the several nations, and corps 
d'armée, shall be commanded by their several Chiefs, but 
acting upon this; or any other plan of co-operation that may 
be agreed upon; but that when the whole shall join, in conse- 
quence of the advance of the enemy, the whole are to be under 
the command of the officer of the senior rank in the army. 

* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. © WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Sir W. C. 
Beresford, K.B., Colonel Fletcher, and Major Dickson. 


‘ Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 
‘1. The cutting tools having been sent to Olivenga this 
morning, a body of troops to be stationed to-morrow morning 
in the wood between Olivença and Badajoz, to cut materials. 
‘2. As soon asa sufficient quantity of materials shall be 
cut, Badajoz to be invested on the right, as well as on the left 
banks of the Guadiana. 
«8. If the weather should become settled before the mate- 
rials shall be cut, the place to be invested, as stated in Article 
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2nd, as soon as the weather shall be so settled as that the troops 
may be kept out without inconvenience. The rmportance of 
the early investment of the place will be observed from what 
follows hereafter. 

‘4, On the day the place shall be invested, the following 
measures to be adopted :— 

« First; the flying bridge to be fixed on the Guadiana, below 
the junction with the Caya. 

‘ Secondly ; the guns and stores, for which there are con- 
veyance, to be moved up from Olivenga to the station fixed 
upon for the formation of the dep6t on the left. of the Gua- 
diana. 

‘ Thirdly ; the engineers’ stores to be moved from Olivenca, 
Elvas, and Jurumenha, to the same place, and to the place 
fixed upon for the depôts on the right of the Guadiana, in their 
due proportions. 

‘Fourthly ; the materials made at Elvas, Campo Mayor, 
&c., for which there may be conveyance, to be moved to the 
ground fixed for the depét of stores on the ground on the 
right of the Guadiana. 

‘ Fifthly ; the materials prepared at Olivenca, in the wood, 
and at all places on the left of the Guadiana, to be moved to 
the ground on the left of that river. 

* Sixthly ; the ordnance and stores, which there may be 
means of moving, to be sent from Elvas to the ground on the 
right of the Guadiana. 

‘5. On the day after the place shall be invested, the car- 
riages and cattle to return to Elvas from the stations on both 
banks of the Guadiana for more ordnance and stores, and to 
go back to those stations respectively, with the proportions of 
ordnance and stores required to complete each, on the third 
day, and the same to be repeated on the fourth and fifth day 
from the investing of the place, till all the ordnance and stores 
required shall be collected in the proper deposits. 

‘6. Ground to be broke for attacks on the Pardalera, 
Picurina, and St. Christoval, on the night of the day the ma- 
terials shall be in deposits on the ground. 

‘7. As soon as the British troops shall be in possession of 
St. Christoval, the flying bridge placed below the junction of 
the Caya to be brought to a station above the town, and, if 
possible, below the junction of the Gevora; and with this view 


. 1811. ELVAS. 481 


it is recommended that the fords and passages of the river 
above the town should be well reconnaitred as soon as the 
place shall be invested. 

‘8. When the British army shall be in possession of St. 
Christoval, Picurina, and Pardalera, Marshal Beresford will 
determine upon the point at which he will attack the body of 
the place. It is believed, however, that upon the whole, one 
of the south faces will be the most advantageous. 

‘ WELLINGTON.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 18th 
instant, in which you have enclosed one of the 15th instant 
from Dom M. de Forjaz, complaining of the conduct of certain 
British soldiers near Alemquer, supposed to be employed to 
press cars. 

* As repeated orders have been given in the British army to 
prevent the employment of soldiers in this manner, Î conclude 
that these soldiers are marauders from some regiment, or de- 
tachments on their march. 

‘ J have, however, to inform you that, upon inquiry, I find 
that no British regiments or detachments have been in that 
neighbourhood since the army broke up from the Rio Mayor 
river; but as I am very desirous of punishing and preventing 
such conduct, I request that the person who has made this 
complaint may be called upon to state on what day, or nearly 
at what time, the occurrences took place of which he complains, 
and, if possible, the uniform worn by the soldiers. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* C, Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
‘Sir, ‘Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th 
instant. I have directed a portion of the officers of the Chas- 
seurs Britanniques to be detached to Cadiz todo duty with 
the men belonging to that regiment who are there; and I will 
send to Cadiz clothing, &c., for those men whenever the cloth- 
ing shall arrive in the Tagus; and I request you to detain at 
VOL. VII. 21 
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Cadiz this detachment, and to continue to make it do duty 
with the battalion of detachments which you have formed 
there, still, however, considering it as part of the Chasseurs 
Britanniques. 

« Besides this detachment, there is one nearly of the same 
numbers at Lisbon, belonging to the same regiment, which I 
shall send to Cadiz if the commanding officer of the regiment 
should be desirous that it should-join the regiment with the 
army. 

ç You will do well to keep the recruits not already attached 
to the Chasseurs Britanniques by orders from head-quarters, 
disposable for the orders of the Commander in Chief, but 
doing duty in the battalion of foreign detachments which you 
have formed. 

‘ Jam concerned to observe that we have found the deserters 
from the French army, edlisted into our ranks, very much in- 
clined to return again to the French army, even when they 
knew that the French soldiers were enduring hardships and 
privations to which it might have been supposed that the 
human frame was not equal; and for this reason I think it 
probable that the commanding officer of the Chasseurs Britan- 
niques will think it desirable that these recruits, which are now 
detained at Lisbon for want of clothing and accoutrements, 
should not join the regiment while employed in a situation 
near the enemy, from which they may have it in their power 
easily to desert. 

‘I attribute this disposition of all foreign recruits to desert 
from our armies to the regularity of system, and to the strict- 
ness of discipline, which exist, and which must be upheld in 
order to keep a British army in the field in a state of efficiency 
for any length of time. They prefer the profits they derive 
from the plunder they acquire on their marauding parties, even 
though attended by extreme labor, and hardships, and prive- 
tions, to the plenty and comfort of the British army, accom- 
panied as these must be by regularity of habit, and by the 
maintenance of strict discipline ; and their desertion is fre- 
quently very inconvenient, as affording to the enemy the only 
information which he could acquire. 

‘ Under these circumstances, I am not desirous of increasmg 
the number of foreign troops with this army, although I think 
that every thing ought to be done that is possible to distress 
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the enemy, by enticing his foreign troops to desert ; and that 
when these have deserted, they should be equally well treated 
with our own troops, and formed into battajions, and prepared 
for service in stations in which they would not be exposed to 
the same temptations, and would not have the same facilities to 
desert again, as they must have in an army close to the enemy 
in the field. 

‘In respect to prisoners of war, I have already more in 
Portugal than I know how to take care of; and the Admiral 
in the Tagus has received positive orders from the Admiralty 
to send home neither prisoners nor deserters. I have remon- 
strated to the Secretary of State on the inconvenience of this 
order ; and if I should obtain leave to send any to England, 
I shall relieve you from some at Cadiz. 

‘I beg to refer you to my letters to Mr. Wellesley for an 
account of the state of affairs in this quarter. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘Lieut. General Graham. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
H. Wellesley. 


© My pear Henry, ‘Elvas, 23rd April, 1811, 

‘I received your letters of the 6th and 10th instant, and L 
enclose copies of my dispatches to Government. 

‘TI have come here to set matters going in this quarter, and 
to endeavor to gain some advantage from the operations of the 
Spanish troops. Our first object will be the siege of Bada-: 
joz, which I hope will begin immediately. 

‘ I have not yet seen Castaños, but I expect him this day, 
or early to-morrow morning. As soon as I shall have con- 
versed with him, I propose to set out again for the frontiers of 
Castille, where the French appear to intend to attempt the 
relief of Almeida. I shall of course send you a copy of any 
memorandum, or any other arrangement, which I may make 
with Castafios, for the support to be given to the troops in the 
siege of Badajoz. 


‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 
* The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieu. Geusri S'iecant Wellington, KB. to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
MR * Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 

«I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 6th 
and 10th instant. 

* Wen vou frst apprized me of the possibility that the com- 
rad cf che Spanish armies might be offered to me, I con- 
xdered :: my duty to inform the Secretary of State of this 
crcumsiimce. acd to request to be made acquainted with the 
senimetts of his Rovai Highness s Government respecting the 
une which I should adopt in regard to this offer, if it should 
be made. The answer which Î received from the Earl of 
Liverpool disapproved of my acceptance of the offer, and I 
now .ament tbat the constant occupation which I have had 
siace I received bis letter prevented me from making you 
acquainted with its contents, which would have saved you the 
pata which vou must have felt in your recent discussions upon 
this subject with the Spanish Government. Besides, I ac- 
know:süce that I never imagined that the proposition would 
be mace which vou had expected, and it appeared to me to be 
useless to write to vou to convey the opinion of his Royal 
Higüness s ministers upon an offer which it was probable would 
never be made. I beg you will make the use which you may 
think proper of this communication. 

‘ Aithough I have not vet had any personal communi- 
cation with General Casiaïos. I have had every reason to be 
satistied with him. and I hope for the best effects from his 
appointment. 

+ It is impossib.e for me to enter into the military conven- 
tion proposed by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, having no 
authority from his Roval Highness the Prince Regent to 
make such a convention. I propose. under the instructions 
which I have received. to carry on such military operations as 
mav be in my power, adverting to the means of the enemy 
compared with those at my disposal. I shall communicate 
confidentially, as I have hitherto invariably done, with the 
Spanish officers and authorities in the neighbourhood of the 
seat of the operations of the allied British and Portuguese 
armies, and shall continue to recommend to them such opera- 
tions and measures as may accord with my views, and may 


forward the general cause. They will be the best judges of 
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the expediency of attending to the counsels and suggestions 
which [ shall make to them; and I can only say that whether’ 
they do or not, I shall continue to do the enemy all the mis- 
chief which the means at my own disposition will enable me 
to do him. 

‘T have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM. 
To the Officers in Command of Corps in Estremadura. 


* Elvas, 23rd April, 1811. 

‘ The corps of allied British and Portuguese troops, under 
Marshal Sir William Beresford, being about to be employed 
in the siege of Badajoz, it is desirable that the Spanish troops 
in Estremadura, the Condado de Niebla, and Andalusia, 
sbould co-operate in and protect that operation. 

‘ It has been reported, and there is reason to believe it to be 
true, that the enemy have fortified their magazines and esta- 
blishments at Seville; and therefore no diversion which might 
be threatened, or even attempted upon. that city, will have the 
effect of drawing off the enemy’s attention from the measures 
which he must adopt to relieve Badajoz. If that relief should 
be attempted therefore, it will be by the whole force which the 
enemy can bring from. the blockade of Cadiz, and from his 
several corps in Andalusia, Grenada, &c., and it must be re- 
sisted by the whole force of the allies, en misse; and the fol- 
lowing plan is proposed for the consideration of the Spanish 
General Officers. 

‘ Sir William Beresford’s corps will carry on the operations 
of the siege, and it is requested that General Castanos will 
aid bim with three battalions to work in the trenches. 

‘In case the enemy should endeavor to interrupt the siege, 
. and Sir William Beresford should think proper to fight a bat- 
tle to save it, he will probably collect his troops in the neigh- 
bourhood of Albuera. It is proposed that the troops under 
the Conde de Penne Villemur should observe the enemy 
towards Guadalcanal, reporting all that passes daily to Mar- 
shal Sir William Beresford. In case the enemy should ad- 
vance in force, the Conde de Penne Villemur should retire by 


the road of Usagre, Villa Franca, Almendralejo, &c., to the 
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i of the pognon cf the med Briush and Portuguese army, 
sx sg ad seminz daiiv intelligence of the enemy’s force 
am mctements 

+ I: 2s pewposed that the troops under General Murillo shall 
EE z to oxupry Merida. and observe all that passes towards 
A =arar, aad the passages of the Tagus. In case of the ad- 
van of the epemy. General Murillo should break up, and 
aux Sy Luc. aad be prepared to join the allied British 
a Portcguese army, either by Talaverilla, or by a more 
Cant route. 

Tg is proposai that, curing the siege of Badajoz, General 
Ralesterss sia Eave his quarters at Burguillos, and commu- 
rue Ev bis kft wish the Conde de Penne Villemur, and 
cdserve the macs through the Sierra by Fregenal and Monas- 
in taaing cate tw mvolve himself in no serious affair, and 
swing Gav information to Sir William Beresford of all that 
PUSSOR 

-In case the enemy should advance, General Ballesteros 
should retire by the road of Barcarota upon Valverde, in order 
to pia pon the richt of the army. 

* When Genera. Blake's corps shall land, it is proposed that 
3 should t2ae its sation at Merez de los Cavalleros; and if 
tae etemy sGeuld advance, it should fall back by the same 
road as that pointed out for General Ballesteros. 

- It is proposed that the troops of the several nations shall 
carry oa these eperations under the command of their several 
chiefs, of course communicating with each other constantly, as 
above proposed; but in case of joining for the purpose of 
giving batue to the enemy, it will be necessary that the whole 
shouid be under the orders of the officer of the highest military 
rank. 

‘ The Spanish General officers are requested to state to Sir 
Wiliiam Beresford whether they will or not co-operate with 
him in the manner above proposed in carrying on the siege of 
Badajoz, and what the number is of the effective men of cavalry, 
infantry, and artillery, under their several commands. 

* WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Castaiios. 


« Monsreur, ‘ à Elvas, ce 24 Avril, 1811. 
‘ J'espérais que j'aurais eu le plaisir de vous voir et d’avoir 

une conférence avec vous pendant que je serais dans ce pays 

ci, mais je suis obligé de retourner en Castille demain matin. 

‘J'ai l'honneur de vous envoyer un mémoire en Anglais 
détaillant le plan d'opérations que je proposais pour le corps 
allié Anglais et Portugais sous les ordres du Chevalier Beres- 
ford ; et la manière dans laquelle il me paraissait que la 5me. 
armée et les corps Espagnols sous les ordres du Général Bal- 
lesteros et du Général Blake pourraient coopérer dans ce plan, 
pour la considération de votre Excellence et des autres Généraux 
_ Espagnols. 

* Malheureusement le pont que le Maréchal Beresford avait 
construit sous Jurumenha a été emporté hier au soir par la 
crue des eaux de la Guadiana; et comme il n’y a plus de gué 
dans la rivière, le Maréchal n’a plus de communication avec 
cette place, sans laquelle i] ne pourrait ni subsister en Estré- 
madure ni faire le siége de Badajoz ; et sa position deviendrait 
fort critique si le résultat d’un combat lui etait désavantageux. 

‘ Je viens donc de lui envoyer ordre de placer son corps de 
telle manière qu'il pit avoir sa communication avec la rive 
droite de la Guadiana par le pont de Merida, tenant toujours 
la place de Badajoz bloquée autant que les circonstances le lui 
permettront, et qu'il reprenne le plan du siége de Badajoz 
aussitôt que la communication avec Elvas serait rétablie ou par 
un pont ou par des gués de rivière. 

_ © C'est malheureux qu’on n’a pas écouté les suggestions que 
j'ai souvent faites qu'on envoye le pont de bateaux de Badajoz 
a Elvas. 

* Je vous prie de faire savoir à Monsieur le Maréchal Beres- 
ford si la 5me. armée et les corps du Général Ballesteros et du 
Général Blake se conformeront aux opérations indiquées dans 
le mémoire inclus, quand le Maréchal sera dans le cas d'entre- 
prendre le siége de Badajoz. 

‘En attendant, je crois que les troupes de la 5me. armée 
feraient bien de se tenir en étroite communication avec celles 
sous les ordres du Maréchal Beresford, et de suivre les mouve- 
mens de celles ci. 

‘Comme les corps sous les ordres des Généraux Ballesteros 
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et Blake paraissent être destinés au service du Condado de 
Niebla, je ne sais pas quel plan il faut leur proposer. (Comme 
quelque tems se passera probablement avant que le Maréchal 
pourra entreprendre le siége de Badajoz, il se pourrait que 
l'ennemi envoyât des troupes en Estrémadure du eûôté de 
Madrid ou de la Vieille Castille ; et dans ce cas là il serait 
nécessaire que le Maréchal Beresford dépasse la Guadiana 
pour conserver la communication avec le corps allié Anglais et 
Portugais qui est sur la frontière de la Castille. Ce mouve- 
ment pourrait contrarier les vues des Généraux Ballesteros 
et Blake, à moins que ceux ci ne se déterminaient à passer Ia 
Guadiana aussi, et puis à reprendre leur position dans le Con- 
dado de Niebla en repassant cette rivière à Mertola. 

‘ J'écris à votre Excellence ce qui est possible, pas ce qui 
est très probable; mais dans les opérations militaires il faut 
tout considérer ; et je serais fâché si Jes vues des Généraux Bal- 
lesteros et Blake fussent contrariées par les effets d’un plan que’ 
je leur aurais proposé. Il me parait donc qu'il n’y aurait pas 
d'inconvénient si ces Généraux conservent leurs positions 
dans le Condado de Niebla jusqu'à ce que le Maréchal Beres- 
ford soit en état de pouvoir attaquer Badajoz; et qu'alors 
ils se portent dans les positions indiquées dans le mémoire 
inclus. 

‘ Le Maréchal Beresford m'a montré ce matin une lettre du 
23 de la part du Conde de Penne Villemur, dans laquelle 
cet officier demande le secours de la cavalerie Anglaise. Si on 
soutient le Conde de Penne Villemur, il faut le faire en force 
suffisante, pour ne pas perdre la supériorité que nous avons: 
gagnée ; et alors voilà un autre objet pour nos opérations 
Dans les opérations militaires il est rarement possible de faire 
deux choses à la fois; par exemple, de faire le siége de Bada- 
joz, et de donner du secours au Conde de Penne Villemur dans 
une position avancée qu'il a prise pour couvrir le pays des 
courses de l'ennemi. 11 faut abandonner ou l'un ou l’autre 
objet ; et il vaut mieux retirer un peu le Conde de Penne 
Villemur, et abandonner pour le moment un peu de pays aux 
courses de l'ennemi, que d'interrompre les opérations du siége 
de Badajoz. Je dis qu'il vaut micux retirer un peu le Conde 
de Penue Villemur s'il est sérieusement menacé, ce que j'avoue 
ne me parait pas. 

‘En même tems que le Conde de Penne Villemur demande 
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du secours à Llerena, le Général Murillo en demande et en a 
- reçu à Merida, qui est un point plus important à conserver que 
Llerena. l | 

: J'ai l'honneur d’être, &c. 
« Le Général Castañoe. ‘ WELLINGTON. | 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. | | 
* Sir, | ‘ Elvas, 24th April, 1811. 

‘ ['enclose two memorandums which I had drawn for your 
attention, pointing out the operations which I wished you to 
carry on, with a view to obtain possession of Badajoz; and in. 
the event of the enemy attempting to relieve that place during 
your operations against it. 

‘ The floods of the Guadiana, however, having last night 
carried away the bridge which you had constructed under 
Jurumenha, and as it is probable that some time will elapse 
before you can construct another, on which you can rely for 
your communications with the left bank of the river, and be. 
fore the river will again be fordable, it will be necessary that 
you should place the troops under your command in such a. 
situation as to keep up their communication with the right 
bank by the bridge of Merida; and that you should defer 
your operations against Badajoz till you shall have established 
a more direct communication across the Guadiana with Elvas, 
either by bridge or ford. 

‘I request you in the mean time to blockade Badajoz as 
strictly as may be in your power, consistently with the object 
of preserving your communication with the bridge of Merida, 
and continue all your preparations for the siege; and when the 
period comes when you may have it in your power to under- 
take it, to attend to the suggestions in the enclosed memoran- 
dums, as far as the circumstances of the moment may agree 
with those which exist at present. 

« It will be necessary that you should place the heavy artil- 
lery and stores, which are at Olivenca, out of reach of danger 
from any movement of the enemy. 

‘I have the honor to enclose a letter which I have written 
to General Castaios, with a memorandum for his consideration, 
which I beg you to peruse and forward to him. 

. ‘ T have the honor to be, &c. | 
« Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshel 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘My DEAR BERESFORD, ‘ Elvas, 24th April, 1811. 

‘I send you with this the official letter and memorandum, 
and letter, &c., for Castanos. | 

« I have received a letter from Sir William Erskine, in which 
he desires to command your cavalry till Fane comes out. You 
will find him more intelligent and useful than any body you 
have. He is very blind, which is against him at the head of 
cavalry, but very cautious. Let me know whether you would like 
to have him, as soon as you can, and send the letter after me. 

6 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
¢ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 24th April, 1811. 

‘I received this day your letter of the 21st, yesterday that 
of the 20th, and yesterday at 2 a.m. that of the 19th, Captain 
Brown having been 80 hours on his journey. 

‘ There is nothing new here. I shall set out to-morrow 
morning on my return ; and as it appears to me that the enemy 
cannot attempt any thing against you in the existing state of the 
Agueda, I shall go by the same stages by which I came here. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General | ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘My pear SiR, ‘ Elvas, 24th April, 1811. 
‘I write only to let you know that I shall return to head 
quarters to-morrow, and shall be obliged to you if you will 
write to me there. I sball send my letters for England from 
Portalegre to-morrow, and beg you to give charge of them to 


Colonel Reynell. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
‘Sir, * Portalegre, 25th April, 1811. 
© I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 14th 
instant, in which you have transmitted one from the Lords of 
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the Admiralty, relative to the return to England of the bat- 
talion of Royal Marines doing duty in the citadel of Lisbon, 
under Major Williams *. As their Lordships have been pleased 
to refer you to my opinion, whether they can be spared, I have 
to inform you that their services can be spared from Lisbon, 
althougb it will be very inconvenient to part with them just at 
present; but as I conclude that Sir Thomas Williams has 
sailed some time ago, I recommend that you should detain 
them for some time longer, till I shall receive the orders of the 
Secretary of State regarding the disposal of the force in this 
country. 

‘ The Royal Marine Artillery might be sent away without 
inconvenience, whenever you please. 

“I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My pear BereEsrorp, ‘ Portalegre, 25th April, 1811, 

‘I enclose two intercepted letters sent me by General Cas- 
taños, which are worth your perusal. I shall send you to- 
morrow their plan of Badajoz, with the plan of their attack 
upon the place. 

‘I beg you will not forget to send me, as soon as possible, 
Hardinge, or some other Staff Officer who has intelligence, and 
to whom I can talk about the concerns of the Portuguese 
army. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut.General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Military Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 

¢ My pear Torrens, ‘ Portalegre, 25th April, 1811. 
‘ The services which Colonel Murray has rendered to the 

army in their recent operations induce me, most earnestly, to 

request that you will recommend him to the Commander in 

Chief, to be made a Brigadier General in the Peninsula. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. Colonel Torrens.’ “WELLINGTON. 


* Colonel Sir Richard Williams, K.C.B. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to the Kart of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorn, * Portalegre, 25th April, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to inform you that since I last addressed 
you I have been in Estremadura, from whence I am now on my 
return to the troops stationed between the Agueda and the Coa. 

« I have the honor to enclose the report of Marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford, on the surprise of a squadron of the 13th Light 
Dragoons, on the night of the 6th instant, together with a 
return of the loss upon that occasion. 

‘ Sir William Beresford employed the 4th division, under 
the command of Major General the Hon. L. Cole, in the attack 
of Olivenca, which place surrendered at discretion on the 15th 
instant. I have the honor to enclose the report of Major Ge- 
neral the Hon. L. Cole and Sir William Beresford, together 
with the terms of capitulation which he had proposed to the 
Governor, and his answer ; and returns of ordnance, arms, &c., 
and prisoners taken in the place. 

‘ As Sir William Beresford deemed it desirable to oblige the 
enemy to retire from the province of Estremadura entirely 
before he should commence his operations against Badajoz, he 
moved forward with this view, while Major General the 
Hon. L. Cole was engaged in the attack upon Olivenga, 
as well as to give support and protection to General Balles- 
teros’ division of Spanish troops, which had been obliged to 
retire from Fregenal successively upon Xeres de Los Cavalleros 
and Salvatierra on the 13th and 14th instant, by a division of 
French troops under the command of General Maransin. The 
Marshal marched on the 15th to St Marta, and on the 16th 
to Los Santos, where the British and Portuguese cavalry fell 
upon a body of the enemy's cavalry, tuok 160 prisoners, and 
killed and wounded a great many. 

‘I enclose Marshal Sir William Beresford's report of the 
18th instant of these operations, in which your Lordship will 
observe that the cavalry conducted themselves with the utmost 
steadiness and good order. 

‘The enemy having retired to Guadalcanal, and the corps 
with Genera] Maransin having retired through the Sierra, the 
troops were put in motion to return to the northward, and to 
take their stations for the operations of the siege of Badajoz ; 
and the Marshal met me at Elvas on the 21st. 

‘We reconnaitred Badajoz on the 22nd escorted by the 
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two light battalions of the King's German Legion, and two 
squadrons of Portuguese cavalry. The enemy have in Ba- 
dajoz a garrison of about five battalions of infantry, witha 
small body of cavalry, and sufficient artillery for the defence 
of the place, which is well supplied with provisions. They 
brought three battalions out of the town, which skirmished 
with our troops ; but I have not yet received the return of our 
loss upon this occasion. 

‘ As the preparations for the siege are nearly completed, the 
place would by this time have been regularly invested, only: 
that, on the night of the 23rd, the floods in the Guadiana 
carried away the bridge which Sir William Beresford had, 
with great difficulty, constructed under Jurumenha; and the 
river was no longer fordable any where. 

© Not only Marshal Beresford could not undertake the 
operations of the siege, and could not subsist the troops under 
his command during its continuance, without having a constant 
communication with Elvas; but his situation would have been 
very critical if the enemy should have made any attempt to 
retake the place, and Marshal Beresford should have de- 
termined to fight an action to protect the siege. Under these 
circumstances, I yesterday desired him to delay the operations 
of the siege till he should have been able to re-establish his 
bridge, or until the Guadiana should again become fordable ; 
and to place his troops in such a situation as to command the 
communication with the right bank of the river by the bridge 
of Merida, still keeping Badajoz blockaded as closely as might 
be in his power. 

‘Thad long been aware of the inconvenience which would 
be felt in the operations, either for the relief of Badajoz when 
attacked by the enemy, or for the attack of the place if the 
enemy should obtain possession of it, from the want of a bridge 
on the Guadiana; and I had frequently urged the Spanish 
General Officers to remove to Elvas the boats and materials for 
a bridge which were in store in Badajoz. ‘They commenced to 
remove them during the siege ; but the unfortunate battle of 
the 19th February was fought when only five boats had arrived 
at Elvas. The enemy consequently obtained possession in 
Badajoz of the remainder of the bridge ; and the bridge which 
Sir William Beresford had constructed was formed of casks 
principally, and of six pontoons belonging to the British army, 
which I had sent to Elvas for the purpose. 
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‘When in Estremadura, although I did not see General 
Castafios, I proposed a plan of operations for his corps and 
those of General Blake and Ballesteros, in co-operation with 
Sir William Beresford, which I hope will be adopted when 
that officer is able to undertake the siege of Badajoz. 

‘Since I quitted the frontier of Castille the enemy have 
increased their numbers at Ciudad Rodrigo and along the 
Agueda ; and it is reported that they propose to endeavor to 
withdraw the garrison from Almeida. The Agueda is not ford- 
able at present; and this operation, which would be very 
difficult under any circumstances, appears now to be quite 
impracticable. 

‘I have no late intelligence from the North of Spain ; and’ 
none from Cadiz of a later date than the 11th. I understand 
that General Blake, with part of the troops under his com- 
mand, has arrived in the mouth of the Guadiana. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My DEAR Lorp, ‘ Portalegre, 25th April, 1811. 

‘ You will see how we stand in Estremadura by my dispatch. 
We are certainly now superior to the enemy there, and we 
shall maintain the superiority, and get Badajoz without much 
difficulty, if the Spaniards will act reasonably. The stores of 
Elvas are but badly provided for the siege of Badajoz; how- 
ever, we shall contrive to do the business, I hope. 

‘It is very desirable that you should not publish the details 
of my dispatches to your Lordship. You cannot conceive how 
very deficient the French are in information. All the dis- 
patches from me which are published are sent to Massena 
from Paris, and they thus acquire the information of what is 
going on. 

‘When an army is engaged in defensive operations, or in 
sieges or blockades, or in any other in which it is long in the 
same position, the enemy acquire all the information they 
desire, if they obtain a knowledge of its position and numbers 
of the date of a month old. Information of this date Massena 
can and always does acquire, and it is a serious disadvantage 
to us. ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« My pear Lonn, ‘ Portalegre, 25th April, 1811. 
‘In the recent operations in this country, I have received 
very great assistance from Colonel Murray, the Quarter 
Master General ; and I have this day written to Colonel Tor- 
rens to request that he might be made a Brigadier General. 
‘Colonel Murray is the Deputy Quarter Master General 
in Ireland, and he had hoped that when General Brownrigg 
should be removed from the head of the department in Great 
Britain, he should succeed to General Hope as Deputy Quarter 
Master General in Great Britain. He has however been in- 
formed by good authority, that when General Brownrigg 
shall go to Ceylon, General Hope is to be appointed Governor 
of the Military College, and that Lieut. Colonel Gordon is to 
be appointed Quarter Master General by the Prince Regent, 
thus placing aside Colonel Murray and all those of senior rank 
to Lieut. Colonel Gordon, already in the department. 
. “I do not know whether your Lordship would choose ta 
advise the Prince Regent on this subject; but if you should 
do so, I earnestly request you to call to his recollection the 
services of Colonel Murray in this country for two years ; 
and to his attention the experience which he must have ac- 
quired in that situation. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

€ Sir, ‘ Castello Branco, 27th April, 1811. 

‘ I beg you to order that the Juiz and the Escrivano of Villa 
Velha may be ordered to appear before the special commission 
at the head quarters of the Portuguese army. The former 
was written to by Mr. Assistant Commissary Haynes, to re- 
quest that he would give directions that boats might be assem- 
bled at the ferry of Villa Velha to assist in ferrying me over, 
and the gentlemen of the staff who accompanied me, to which 
he answered in not very civil terms, that Mr. Haynes might 
himself write to collect the boats; and afterwards both the 
Juiz and the Escrivano absented themselves from the town 
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where they expected me, lest they should be called upon to 
take any trouble to assist in our progress. 

‘ If this conduct towards me, and the head quarters of the 
army, passes unnoticed, an officer of inferior rank in charge of 
a detachment passing this way cannot expect much assistance : 
I am therefore determined to make an example of these per- 
sons, as far as depends upon me. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTOx. 


‘3 p.m. It appears by letters which I have received from 
Sir Brent, of the evening of the 25th, that the enemy are in 
motion towards the Agueda, apparently intending to attempt to 
raise the blockade of Almeida. I go on immediately, and shall 
be with the army to-morrow.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Sir William Erskine. 


« My pear Sir WILLIAM, ‘ Alameda, 29th April, 1811. 

‘I received upon the road your letter, conveying your 
wishes to be appointed to command the cavalry on the left 
of the Tagus, to which I should have sent you an answer, if I 
had not been certain that I should be here before any mes- 
senger could. 

‘It gives me great pleasure to have it in my power to com- 
ply with your wishes, and most particularly that you should 
have yourself attached the condition to my compliance, which 
I should have been anxious to attach to it. If I were ever 
again to command an army, I should probably settle that when 
General Officers absent themselves from the army, they should 
lose their commands in it; but having settled it otherwise, and 
having invariably placed a General Officer on his return to the 
army in the station which he filled before he left it, I am 
anxious that General Fane, who certainly quitted the army 
for very sufficient cause, should resume his situation when his 
health may permit him to return. ‘This, however, I do not 
think likely to be soon. 

6 Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir William Erskine.’ 
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‘Let me know when you will go, that I may put you in 
orders. I conclude that you will wish to take Macdonald 
with you.’ | 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
A. Campbell. 
€ My pear CAMPBELL, ‘ Alameda, 29th April, 1811. 4 P.M. 
‘I received last night, shortly after my arrival here, your. 
letter of yesterday, with one enclosed from General Brenier*. 
_*T beg that you will tell him that we generally send off 
immediately any prisoners who may be taken by us ; but that 
I beg him to let me know whether he has any particular wish 
for any particular men, or belonging to any particular regi- 
ment, or division, or corps, or men recently made prisoners. 
‘The truth is, that this gentleman wants to get a little 
news. He has found that our men know little, or are but 
little communicative, and he wants to get some Frenchmen in 
exchange for them, from whom he thinks he will find out what 
is going on. It is as well to let him believe that we are good- 
natured gulls who will easily swallow. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Major General 4. Campbell.’ *WELLIN@TON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
+ My DEAR Sir, « Alameda, 29th April, 1811. 

.« Having heard upon the road that the enemy was collect- 
ing upon the Apuéda, and: seriously threatened to raise the 
blockade of Almeida, I pushed on, and arrived here last 
mght. 

: The enemy are certainly in force upon the Agueda, but 
they have till now made no attempt to establish themselves 
on this side of that river. — 

« I propose to send off the mail for England on Wednesday. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


6 J have many letters from you unanswered, to all of which 


I shall reply as soon as my baggage shall come up.’ 
* The French Governor of Almeida, 


VOL. VII. 2K 


498 PORTUGAL. 18LL. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellingion, K.B. to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
6 My pear Beresrorp, ‘Villa Fermosa, 30th April, 1811. 

‘I arrived here on the 28th. The enemy are certainly in 
strength on the Agueda, their principal force being at Ciudad 
Rodrigo. The river is not yet fordable, at least not for 
infantry, and they have hitherto made no movement, excepting 
two of reconnaissance towards the bridge on the Azava near 
Marialva. 

‘Iam much concerned to be obliged to write to you again 
upon the continued and increasing inefficiency of the Portu- 
guese regiments with this army, which I am afraid cannot 
now be attributed to the Portuguese Government. The 
brigade in the 5th division, Sir William Erskine reported 
yesterday to be only 700 men; General Pack’s brigade, 
General Campbell has just told me, is only 1400; the 9th 
regiment has 700 men; the 21st 400, as General Picton in- 
formed me this morning. All the General officers, and the 
staff officers, of the army, are calling out about the Portu- 
guese hospitals. 

‘ The recent movements of the enemy of course rendered 
necessary the removal of all encumbrances from the army, and 
I saw on Sunday the sick of the 9th and 21st regiments going 
away in a most shameful state, some men being scarcely able to 
crawl; others, who were able to walk, plundering the country; 
and some of them having arms, or accoutrements, or neces 
saries, and there being no carriage for arms or accoutrements 
with them, of course the arms, and accoutrements, and neces 
saries of all the soldiers sent away upon this occasion will be 
lost, if the head quarters of the regiment should be moved 
from their present station. 

‘Then upon all these complaints and difficulties I can give 
no answer, and can apply no remedy, because I do not know 
upon what principle any of your regulations have been framed ; 
indeed I do not know what your regulations are, and I have 
no means whatever of acquiring the necessary information. I 
hope that you will have sent off Hardinge, or somebody, im- 
mediately upon your return to Olivenga on the 24th. 

‘T assure you that, if some effectual steps are not taken, the 
Portuguese force with this part of the army will be annihi- 
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lated ; and I can venture to take no steps till I can get here a 
staff officer who understands what has been done, upon what 
principle, and what is the regulation. 

‘ Among other complaints which General Picton made this 
morning, one was of the absence of Mr. Robertson, the staff 
surgeon. 

‘I must report to Government the state of the Portuguese 
army. The ministers and the English public believe that we 
have 30,000 men for whom we pay, and half as many more 
supported by the Portuguese Government. I do not believe 
that I have here 11,000, or that you have 5000, and of the 
number many are not fit for service. There is really now no 
excuse for this inefficiency, excepting the want of order and 
regularity, which I cannot enforce without the assistance of 
some of the staff of the Portuguese army. The men have 
halted for nearly a month, they have nothing to do, and are 
as well fed as our own soldiers. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
« Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Eeq. 


« My pear Sir, * Villa Fermosa, 30th April, 1811. , 

‘I have received your letters of the 21st, 23rd, and 24th, 
and I am concerned to say that I have not leisure to read the 
voluminous documents to which they relate. I shall read 
them, however, upon the first opportunity I have, and shall 
send you answers to them. I can only now say that the 
British Commissary General can have nothing to say to the 
Portuguese Commissariat, excepting under the arrangement 
of June, 1809. 

‘I have referred to Mr. Kennedy all the complaints re- 
specting the officers of the British Commissariat. 

“I wish that there were no complaints of wants from the 
Portuguese troops, but it is really a fact that I have not 11,000 
men with this army. 

‘I cannot allow French prisoners to work at any works on 
our account. It is hard upon me that neither the British 
nor the Portuguese Government can or will take care of the 
prisoners taken by this army. I suppose, therefore, I must 
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send them back to the enemy.. I have written to England 
upon the subject, which is all I can do. 

‘ The enemy have as yet made no movement ; they are, 
however, very strong on the Agueda, particularly at Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

‘I have unfortunately lost my keys, and many of your 
letters are locked up in my boxes. If you should want an- 
swers to any, you must send me duplicates. 

© Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘T enclose another anonymous letter received this day, which 
I think comes from the same person.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 30th April, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st 
instant, conveying the desire of the Portuguese Government 
that larger proportions of specie than have hitherto been paid 
into the military chest, should be paid in future, as a part of 
the army is in Spain under the command of Sir William 
Beresford. 

‘The Portuguese Government appear to forget that the 
British army are in Spain likewise ; and that four-fifths of the 
Portuguese army are supplied with provisions by the British 
Commissary : they have also omitted to notice that the Porte 
guese troops with this part of the army have not been paid 
since January last, in consequence of which, desertion begins 
to be very prevalent among them. 

‘In respect to the issue of paper or metal to the chest of 
the aids by the Commissary General, it is a matter of indif- 
ference in respect to the expense. If the Commissary General 
issues paper, he allows for the discount, and the Portuguese 
Government, I should imagine, are able to purchase the metal 
in the market as well as the Commissary General. 

* The object of this request, therefore, appears to be to 
throw upon the British Commissariat trouble and responsi- 
bility which ought properly to belong to the Portugues 
‘Treasury. 

‘But to demand metal from the British Commissariat, 
although the common, is not the most efficient mode of pro- 
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curing specie to pay the armies, and provide for the demands 
upon the Government ; some mode should be devised of col- 
lecting the taxes, particularly that upon the property of rich 
merchants, which has frequently been recommended by me, 
‘but hitherto without effect. | 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


* C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 1st May, 1811. 


‘ Having received intelligence from Lieut. General Sir Brent 
Spencer on the 27th April, two days after I addressed your 
Lordship last, that the enemy were increasing their force on 
the Agueda, I arrived here on the 28th. | 

‘ The enemy had, on the 23rd, attacked our piquets on the 
Azava, but were repulsed. Captains Dobbs * and Campbell, 
of the 52nd, and Lieut. Eeles of the 95th regiment, distin- 
guished themselves upon this occasion, in which the allied 
troops defended their post against very superior numbers of 
the enemy. Lieut. Prichard, Ist batt. 52nd regiment, and 17 
soldiers, were wounded. 

‘ The enemy repeated their attack upon our piquets on the 
Azava on the 27th, and were again repulsed; and this day 
again they reconnaitred the banks of this river with 8 squadrons 
of cavalry, and 3 battalions of infantry. They did not make 
any attempt to pass the river, nor did they attack the piquets 
upon the bridge of Marialva. 

‘ They have collected a very large force at Ciudad Rodriga 
Marshal Massena, and the head quarters of the army, are 
at that place ; and it is generally reported in the country that 
they propose to raise the blockade of Almeida. I do not in- 
tend to allow them to relieve this place, unless. I should be 
convinced that they have such a superiority of force as to 
render the result of a contest for this point doubtful. 

‘From all the accounts which I have received, I believe 
that they have still in that place provisions for the garrison, 
which is stated to consist of 1500 men, for one fortnight. 

‘The enemy may be stronger than they were when they 
were obliged to evacuate Portugal, and they may be reinforced 


* Afterwards killed in the assault of the lesser breach at Ciudad Rodrigo, 
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by detachments of troops, particularly the Guards, under the 
command of Marshal Bessieres ; but still I feel confident that 
they have it not in their power to defeat the allied army ma 
general action; and I hope to be able to prevent them from 
relieving this place, unless they should bring the contest to that 
issue in a situation unfavorable to us. 

‘ The river Agueda is not yet fordable for infantry, but is 
so for cavalry. 

‘Sir William Beresford has taken up the position which I 
had proposed for him in Estremadura, but I have not yet 
heard that he had re-established his bridge at Jurumenha. 

‘I have no late intelligence from Cadiz, or from the north 
of Spain. 

‘It has been frequently reported that King Joseph was 
about to quit Madrid; and I have always considered these 
reports to be so little founded, excepting in the wishes of those 
who circulated them, that I have omitted to communicate them 
to your Lordship. However, at last, I have reason to believe 
that there is some foundation for a report which I have re- 
ceived that King Joseph was to be at Valladolid, on his road 
to France, on the 27th of April. The guerrillas are all active 
to intercept his progress, but he has with him a considerable 
escort, of 1000 French troops, and all the Spanish troops in 
his cause, called Juramentados. 

‘ The departure of the King, whatever political effect it may 
have in Spain, will relieve the French from the necessity of 
taking care of his person, and will increase their disposable 
force, particularly in the southern provinces. But if we should 
be able to obtain possession of Almeida, I hope to have it in 
my power to reinforce our troops in that quarter to such an 
extent as to render our operations, at least in Estremadura, 
free from risk, whatever may be the force which the enemy may 
be enabled by circumstances to assemble. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, ist May, 1811. 


‘I have the honor to enclose the States of the army to the 
15th of April. 
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‘ Although the number of sick on the Return is consider 
able, I have the satisfaction of informing your Lordship that 
: the soldiers of the army are remarkably healthy, notwith- 
standing the fatigues which they have undergone in the last 
two months. Many of those returned sick absent, are recovered 
and on their road to join; or are at the depéts at Lisbon or 
Coimbra, and waiting for an opportunity to join. 

‘I enclose a letter from Sir William Beresford, regarding 
the loss of horses by the 4th dragoons in the late service in 
Estremadura. Your Lordship will observe how few remain of 
the horses recently sent to that regiment from the 3rd dragoons. 

‘TI am concerned to be obliged to report to your Lordship 
the very inefficient state of the Portuguese army. His Royal 
Highness’s Ministers will have had under their view the com- 
plaints which had been made from time to time by. Marshal 
Sir William Beresford and myself, of the want of provisions 
by the Portuguese troops while the army were in cantonments 
on the Rio Mayor river. These wants have produced the 
usual fatal effects. The twelve Portuguese regiments of in- 
fantry, five battalions of Caçadores, one battalion of the Lusi- 
tanian Legion, and two regiments of cavalry, which are with 
this part of the army, and which ought to amount to 21,800 
rank and file, do not amount to 11,000 fit for duty. Some 
regiments which ought to have 1400 men, have only 300 for 
duty, others 400; and General Pack’s brigade, which has 
always been distinguished on service, and of which the General 
has taken the utmost care, which ought to have 3400 rank and 
file, has only 1545, by a return sent me this day. 

‘The brigade of Portuguese cavalry, which ought to have 
1000 rank and file, has only 400! 

‘I have not a late Return of the Portuguese army, by 
which I can show your Lordship the state of the whole; but 
I am certain that, including the garrisons of Elvas and 
Abrantes, there are not 20,000 rank and file present and fit 
for duty. 

‘I am sensible that there must always be a considerable 
difference in the number of men effective on the establishment, 
and those present for duty ; but when the Portuguese Govern- 
ment maintain an establishment of nearly 50,000 regular 
troops, which is nearly complete, it might be expected that 

more than half would be fit for duty ; yet the number is now 
_ reduced below 20,000. 
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‘ The expense of every man produced in the field, is there- 
fore enormous; and the Portuguese Government is ruined by 
the failure to keep in order its own departments. 

‘Your Lordship is aware that I have frequently repre- 
sented this subject to the Portuguese Government; and at 
last, I deem it proper to draw to it the attention of his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent’s Ministers. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


6 My pear Beresrorp, * Villa Fermosa, 6th May, 1816, 

‘T have not been able to write-to you for some days, as we 
have had the enemy in our front, and on the 3rd, and yester- 
day, we were very.warmly, but partially engaged with them. 
They have a very superior body of cavalry in very good order, 
but we maintain our ground well, and they have as yet made 
no progress towards raising the blockade of Almeida. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2nd. If General Blake 
does not positively agree te every thing proposed in my memo- 
randum, and does not promise to carry it strictly into exe- 
cution, I think that you ought not to be in a hurry with the 
siege of Badajoz. I must finish this blockade in one way or 
other in the course of a few days. 

‘Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


_ ©The enemy are still close to us. You will have heard that 
Joseph has quitted Madrid : one consequence of this will be to 
increase the disposable force of the French, by the number of 
troops constantly kept at Madrid as guards to his person, 
This circumstance is worthy of attention.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, Gth May, 1811. 

‘We have been so close to the enemy since the Ist, that I 
have not been able to write to you. We were warmly but 
partially engaged on the 3rd and yesterday; and the enemy 
are still close to us; but they have made no progress in 


1811. VILLA FERMOSA. 505 


raising the blockade. Their loss has been very great in both 
affairs. They have again got a very superior cavalry, owing 
' to my having believed that the Visconde de Barbacena’s bri- 
gade was something. 

‘I do not know well what to advise you respecting your seat 
in the Regency. The principle on which you accepted that 
situation was, that you might be useful to your own Govern- 
ment, and to the general cause of the allies; and I should not 
think that you ought to resign it without the permission of 
your own Government, if I had not received the other day 
the Prince’s Carta Regia, in answer to my letter. 

‘In that he tells me that he shall write to inform the King 
that he shall dismiss Principal Souza from his situation, provided 
His Majesty will recall you from Lisbon, and that no objection 
is made to his calling Dom M. de Forjaz to his presence, to 
answer for the delays of which I complain ; which delays, by the 
by, he declares, in another part of the letter, that the Governors of 
the kingdom had proved to him never existed. It may be said 
that you have no occasion to be acquainted with the contents 
of this letter, but being acquainted with it, I think there is no 
doubt whatever that you cannot continue for a moment a 
member of the Regency. I also think that, sooner or later, the 
King’s Ministers must consent to your withdrawing from the 
Regency ; and as I do not see any advantage likely to result 
from your continuance, which will at all compensate for the 
loss of dignity in omitting to withdraw at the moment at which 
it may be supposed that you were aware of the Prince’s objec- 
tion to you, I should advise you to withdraw whenever your 
own feclings suggest to you that you ought to do so; you are 
therefore at liberty, if you think proper, to withdraw, and to 
make any use you please of this communication. 

‘In respect to Dom M. de Forjaz, his loss will be irreparable ; 
and I think, from the contents of the Carta Regia to me, and 
the temper in which it is written, that the step which he pro- 
poses to take is the only one which can avert the storm; and 
in my answer to the Prince, I shall take care to avoid saying 
any thing which can lead to a belief that I am at all acquainted 
with his intention to resign. 

‘I learn that you and I are to be appointed to distribute 
the £100,000 voted by Parliament to the Portuguese nation. 
Lord Liverpool desires that we should give in kind rather than 
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in money, of which I also approve. ‘The question is, in what 
kind ? And corn is, I fancy, now too late. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 


© C. Stuart, Esq.’ € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dom M. de Forjaz. 


©‘ Mon cHER MoNsIEUR, ‘ à Villa Fermosa, ce 7 Mai, 1811. 

‘La lettre que vous m'avez écrite le 28 Avril, et que 
Monsieur Stuart m’a envoyée, m'a fait beaucoup de peine; 
et malgré que je trouve que vous avez grande raison de re- 
fuser à continuer vos services à un Gouvernement qui ne vous 
traite pas même avec justice, les vœux sincères que j’a formés 
pour le bien de votre pays, et l’intérêt que j'ai pris à le sauver, 
auraient été la cause que je vous aurais demandé, avec in- 
stance, de continuer de rester en place en attendant que les 
yeux du Prince puissent s’ouvrir sur les services que vous lui 
avez rendus, si je n'avais pas reçu une lettre de la part de son 
Altesse Royale, il y a quelques jours, dans laquelle il se 
montre si déterminé de vous appeler aupres de lui que je 
trouve que vous ne pouvez pas mieux faire que d’en faire la 
demande vous méme. 

‘Son Altesse Royale se trompe fort s’il croit qu'aucun intérét 
hors celui de son royaume avec lequel celui des Alliés est 
intimement lié, aurait pu me persuader de me mêler d’aucune 
manière de la nomination de ses ministres: pourvu qu'ils 
soient toujours loyaux et capables, cela m'est égal qui sont les 
ministres. Mais je ne vous flatte pas quand je vous assure 
que je ne connaïs personne en Portugal non seulement qui 
pourrait vous remplacer, mais qui pourrait d'aucune manière 
remplir les devoirs pénibles, qu'avec des milliers de désavantages 
vous avez bien rempli depuis que j'ai eu le plaisir de vous 
connaître. 

‘ J'écris une lettre au Prince que Monsieur Stuart vous 
montrera. 

‘ Agréez, &c. 
‘Dom Miguel de Forjaz. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


« Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 7th May, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2nd 
instant, and I have to inform you that Mr. Dunmore has 
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orders to pay into the chest of the ‘ Aids” the sum of 100,000 
dollars recently received from Cadiz. 

‘ It follows as a consequence of the arrangement of the 6th 
of March, for supplying with provisions the greatest part of 
the Portuguese army, that the sum paid monthly as subsidy 
must be diminished. Under that arrangement the expense of 
the provisions was to be deducted monthly from the amount 
of the subsidy. The expense of the British Commissariat has 
been increased in consequence of the arrangement, and of 
course it is possible to allot only a diminished proportion of the 
monthly receipts to the chest of the ‘* Aids.” 

‘I see no mode, therefore, by which the distresses of the 
Portuguese Government can be effectually relieved, and they 
can be enabled to transmit ‘to Sir William Beresford the money 
which he requires to pay for supplies in Spain, excepting only 
by the adoption of some of those measures so repeatedly recom- 
mended to them to increase their own resources. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
_*C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
¢ My pear Logp, * Villa Fermosa, 7th May, 1811. 

‘I had the honor of receiving yesterday morning, by the 
messenger, your Lordship’s letter of the 11th of April, to 
which I proceed to reply without loss of time. 

‘Your Lordship will have observed in my recent reports 
of the state of the Portuguese force, that their numbers are 
much reduced, and I do not know what measure to recommend 
which will have the effect of restoring them. 

‘ All measures recommended to the existing Government in 
Portugal are either rejected, or are neglected, or are so exe- 
cuted as to be of no value whatever; and the countenance 
which the Prince Regent of Portugal has given to the Go- 
vernors of the kingdom, who have uniformly manifested this 
spirit of opposition to every thing proposed for the increase 
of the resources of the Government, and the amelioration of 
their military system, must tend to aggravate these evils. 

‘The radical defect, both in Spain and Portugal, 1s want 
of money to carry on the ordinary operations of the Govern- 
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ment, much more to defray the expenses of such a war as that 
in which we are engaged. 

© The increase of the subsidy by Great Britain will have no 
direct effect in increasing the pecuniary means of the Portu- 
guese Government, as the greatest part of the increase must 
necessarily be given in kind ; and that which will be gives 
will most probably be in lieu of what was irregularly plundered 
from the country heretofore. 

‘On all these accounts I have urged the Portuguese Go- 
vernment most earnestly to adopt every measure in their 
to augment their own pecuniary resources, but hitherto with- 
out much effect. And yet until the amount of money at their 
command is increased, it will be impossible to apply an effec- 
tual remedy to the evils which have gradually and continue 
daily to decrease the numbers of the army. 

‘ However, I am decidedly of opinion that if the British 
Government are determined to do no more in the Peninsula 
than to maintain themselves in Portugal, 30,000 effective 
Bntish troops would be sufficient, to be aided by a reserve 
maintained in Great Britain or Ireland, and ready to sail at a 
moment's notice. But these troops ought to be effective; and 
I would beg to refer your Lordship to the first letter which I 
addressed to you upon the subject on the 14th of November, 
1809. 

‘In respect to the second question which your Lordship 
has referred for my consideration, viz., the use to be made of 
our existing force in the present state of the Peninsula for 
active operations; I will inform your Lordship what plan I 
intended to follow under the existing instructions ; and indeed, 
however they may be enlarged, something of the same kind 
must be done. 

‘The first object of our attention must be to regain 
Badajoz. This is very important, not only in respect to 
Portugal, but to the subsistence of Cadiz, the greatest part of 
which is, I understand, drawn from the Condado de Niebla 
If Badajoz were not regained, it could not be expected that 
the war could be maintained at all in the Condado de Niebla. 
The loss of Badajoz is also very important in reference to the 
safety of Portugal. The siege of Elvas might be opened 
imnicdiately. 
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‘Circumstances have enabled us to attempt to reduce 
Almeida by blockade, at the same time that we attempt to 
obtain possession of Badajoz by siege. A few days must 
bring the blockade to an issue; but if I find that I can neither 
maintain it. nor bring the enemy to a general action on terms 
which I shall think advantageous, I shall have no scruple in 
giving it up; as I undertook it not as a part of a plan, but as 
the consequence of our preceding operations during Massena’s 
retreat, upon finding by intercepted letters, and other intelli- 
gence, that the place was but ill supplied with provisions. 

‘If we should obtain possession of Badajoz, circumstances 
may render one or other of two lines of offensive operations 
expedient: viz., one directed to the south for the relief of 
Cadiz, remaining on the defensive in Beira; the other, sup- 
posing Almeida to have fallen by blockade, to undertake the 
siege of Ciudad Rodrigo; or, if Almeida should not have fallen 
by the blockade, to undertake the siege of both places; and 
afterwards to push on our operations into the heart of Spain, 
and open the communication with Valencia. This latter 
plan, if practicable, would relieve Cadiz and the south of 
Spain as soon, and as effectually, as the first mentioned. 

‘I consider myself authorized to undertake the first by the 
existing instructions: the instructions must be altered to 
enable me to undertake the second. Circumstances vary to 
such a degree in this extraordinary war, every day, that it is 
impossible for me to say which plan would be best, at the 
moment at which I should have it in my power to execute 
either. 

‘ Just to give you a notion of the degree in which circum- 
stances have altered within this last month, which ought to 
weigh in determining upon any of the operations which are 
now carrying on, or which must be carried on in future, I 

mention to you the detachment of a considerable body of 
= Spanish troops under General Blake from Cadiz ; on the other 
hand, the removal of the King from Madnd, which will set at 
liberty a considerable force which always attended his person ; 
the junction with Massena of all the French cavalry in Old 
Castille, Leon, &c., while the army in Galicia, which was kept 
in check by this cavary, still remain inactive. Then all plans 
would be overturned by the defeat of one of the Spanish corps 
which must co-operate with us; or by the refusal of the 
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Spanish Government to co-operate with us according to any 
plan founded on the reasonable system of security, on which 
alone I can venture to act under your Lordship’s instructions. 

‘ All plans of offensive operation would also of course be 
destroyed by the arrival in Spain of fresh reinforcements to 
the enemy’s armies. 

‘From this statement your Lordship will see how difficult 
it is for me to lay down a plan of operations for the campaign. 
I have not yet received the consent of Castafios and Blake to 
the plan of co-operation which I proposed for the siege of 
Badajoz: and I have been obliged to write to Beresford to 
desire him to delay the siege till they shall positively promise 
to act as therein specified, or till I can go to him with a rein- 
forcement from hence. All that I can say is, therefore, that I 
shall carry on offensive operations against the enemy as far as 
it may lie in my power, and as my instructions will allow me, 
on one or the other of the plans which I have above detailed 
to you, according to the best judgment which I may be able to 
form of the situation of affairs at the time. 

‘ It will be necessary that you should continue to reinforce 
us, and that you should send out to us particularly good 
horses for the cavalry and artillery. 

‘ I earnestly recommend to you not to undertake any of the 
maritime operations on the coast of Spain upon which you 
have desired to have my opinion. Unless you should send a 
very large force, you would scarcely be able to effect a landing, 
and maintain the situation of which you might obtain pos- 
session. ‘Then that large force would be unable to move, or 
to effect any object at all adequate to the expense or to the 
expectation which would be formed from its strength, owing 
to the want of those equipments and supplies in which an 
army landed from its ships must be deficient. 

‘ It is in vain to hope for any assistance even in this way, 
much less military assistance to such expeditions, from the 
Spaniards. The first thing they would require uniformly 
would be money; then arms, ammunition, clothing of all 
descriptions, provisions, forage, horses, means of transport, 
and every thing which your expedition would have a right to 
require from them ; and after all, this extraordinary and. per- 
verse people would scarcely allow the commander of your 
expedition to have a voice in the decision on the plan of © 
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operations to be followed, when the whole should be ready to 
undertake one. 

‘ Depend upon it that Portugal should be the foundation of 
all your operations in the Peninsula, of whatever nature they 
may be; upon which point I have never altered my opinion. 
If they are to be offensive, and Spain is to be the theatre of 
them, your commanders must be in a situation to be entirely 
independent of all Spanish authorities, by which means alone 
they will be enabled to draw some resources from the country, 
and some assistance from the Spanish armies. 

‘ While writing upon this subject, [ may as well reply to 
your Lordship’s official dispatch of the 11th; No. 19. 

‘ Of course all operations of an offensive nature must cease 
if the battalions, mentioned in the memorandum enclosed in 
that dispatch, are sent home before they shall be relieved. 
The plan which [ would propose would be,— 

‘ First; to draft the seven battalions of the Legion into the 
three others, and send home the officers and non commissioned 
officers of the seven line battalions. 

‘Secondly ; to form into six companies the 2nd battalions 
of the 24th, Sat 38th, 42nd, 53rd, 58th, and 66th, and to 
send home to recruit, or to form the recruits, the officers and 
non commissioned officers af the four companies drafted. 

‘Thirdly ; to send home entirely the 2nd battalions of the 
24th, 53rd, and 66th, as soon as they shall be relieved; 
although, by the by, the last two are two of the best 2nd 
battalions we have. 

‘ According to this plan we should reduce in some degree 
our expense in this country. We should keep here officers 
inured to the climate, and accustomed to the service; at the 
same time that we should send to England officers and non 
commissioned officers to raise and train recruits. Indeed 
it would be desirable if I were authorized from time to time 
to incorporate the ten companies of a regiment into eight or 
six companies, according to their numbers, and to send home 
to recruit, or train recruits, the officers and non commissioned 
officers of the drafted companies. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Thomas Ross, Esq, 
Surgeon to the Forces. 
‘Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 

‘I had the honor of receiving your letter of the 28th of 
February by the last post, and I am much concerned that you 
should have lost your baggage in Portugal. I possess no 
authority to grant a warrant for the payment of compensation 
for the loss of any baggage, unless the claim for the payment 
should have been submitted to the consideration of, and passed 
by, a Board of Claims, and there is no such Board now sitting 
in Portugal. 

‘I would also beg to observe that, your baggage having 
been lost in a transport, or in an army store, I doubt whether 
I could refer your claim for compensation to the consideration 
of a Board of Claims, as one of the rules for the guidance of 
those Boards (as well as I can recollect, for I have not the 
book by me) is that compensation shall not be given for 
baggage lust under these circumstances. I am much con- 
cerned that it 1s not in my power to comply with your wishes. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Thomas Ross, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Surgeon t the Forces. 


Lieut. General Viscount Weliington, K.B., io Marshal 
Sir IF. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Villa Fermosa, Sth May, 1811. 

‘1 enclose vou a letter and a dispatch for my brother. The 
latter contains a copy of my dispatch on our affairs here, which 
I beg vou to peruse. | 

‘ I heard vesterday from our friends at Salamanca, that the 
battalions of the 9th corps, belonging to regiments stationed in 
Andalusia, are to march to join their regiments under Drouet, 
who they sav is to command the 5:h corps; this must be a 
mistake. as it appears that Latour Maubourg commands it. 

* My book is locked up in one of my boxes, of which I have 
lost the kevs. and I cannot therefore tell vou how many bat- 
talions there were in the 9th corps belonging to regiments in 
Andalusia. I saw them the other day. and I think they do 
not exceed four battalions, verv weak ; they can scarcely be 
2000 men. There is one of the 64th regiment, and one of 
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the 100th, I know, but forget of what other regiments ; they 
are certainly not gone yet, and I will let you know when they 
do go. As the corps is broken up, you may depend upon 
their going, as Massena will have done with them. There is 
nothing particular this day: I think the French are going 
back ; some are certainly gone. 
_* Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘ My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 
‘ From the 5th to this day the two armies have been not 
only in sight, but literally within shot of each other. The 
French, however, withdrew in the night and this morning 
towards the Azava, and I cannot tell yet how far they are 
going, or what shape they will take. Almeida still holds. 

‘ You cannot sign warrants for any extraordinaries, and the 
Commissary ought not to pay the veterinary surgeons’ and 
farriers’ bills without warrants. : 

‘If General Houghton chooses to come here without a 
brigade, I have no objection, but I cannot with propriety re- 
move his brigade at present. 

‘I will try to give you some money, but I am apprehen- 
sive that I shall find it difficult. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 
‘The enemy commenced their retreat last night, and I 
propose to send you my dispatches for Government to-morrow 
with the account of all the operations, and shall be obliged to 
you if you will detain the packet till they shall arrive. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. * WELLINGTON. 
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Los Gemeres 51+: ant Wellington, K.B., to the Bari of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘Wy Leap. ‘Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 
+ The enemy s whole army. consisting of the 2nd, 6th, and 
Ka œens acd à the cavalry which could be collected in Cas- 
vz amd Leon. meiuding about 900 of the Imperial Guard, 
rose tae Agueda at Ciudad Rodrigo on the 2nd instant. 

> The baccacens of the Sh corps had been joined to the 
rwvunts to wha they belonged in the other three corps; 
etes a civision consisting of battalions belonging to regi- 
mects In te corps doing dutv in Andalusia; which division 
Skewwe formed rear: of the srmv. 

* As mv chb'ect In maintaining a position between the Coa 
aod ite Agceds. ater the enemy had retired from the former, 
was ty Dockade Almeida. which place I had learned from in- 
tend ktters and other information, was ill supplied with 
prosisves for is garrison. and as the enemy were infinitdy 
surerior te us In cavalry, [did not give any opposition to thar 
march, and they passed the Azava on that evening, in the 
neichbourhoad of Espeja. Carpio, and Gallegos. 

* Thev continued their march on the 3rd, in the morning, 
cowands the Dos Casas, in three columns; two of them, cor- 
sing of the 2ud and Sth corps, to the neighbourhood of 
Almenla ard Fort Concepcion, and the third column, consisting 
of the whaie of the cavalry, and the 6th and that part of the 
Sh corps which had not already been drafted into the other 
three. 

* The alied army had been cantoned along the river Dos 
Casas, and on the sources of the Azava, the Light division 
at Gallegus and Espeja. This last fell back upon Fuentes 
de Qnñoro, on the Dos Casas, with the British cavalry, in pro- 
portion as the enemy advanced, and the Ist, 3rd, and 7th 
divisions were collected at that place; the 6th division, under 
Major General Campbell, observed the bridge at Alameda ; and 
Major General Sir William Erskine, with the 5th division, the 
passages of the Dos Casas at Fort Concepcion and Aldea del 
Obispo. Brigadier General Pack’s brigade, with the Queen’s 
regiment from the 6th division, kept the blockade of Almeida; 
and I had prevailed upon Don Julian Sanchez to occupy Nave 
d’ Aver with his corps of Spanish cavalry and infantry. 
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‘The Light division were moved in the evening to join 
Major General Campbell, upon finding that the enemy were 
in strength in that quarter ; and they were brought back again 
to Fuentes de Ofioro on the morning of the 5th, when it was 
found that the 8th corps had joined the 6th on the enemy’s 
left. 
‘Shortly after the enemy had formed on the ground on the 
right of the Dos Casas, on the afternoon of the 3rd, they at- 
tacked, with a large force, the village of Fuentes de Onoro, 
which was defended in a most gallant manner by Lieut. Colo- 
nel Williams of the 5th battalion 60th regiment, in command 
of the light infantry battalion belonging to Major General 
Picton’s division, supported by the light infantry battalion 
in Major General Nightingall’s brigade, commanded by Major 
Dick of the 42nd regiment, and the light infantry battalion in 
Major General Howard’s brigade, commanded by Major 
M‘Donnell of the 92nd, and the light infantry battalion of the 
King's German legion, commanded by Major Aly of the 5th 
battalion of the line, and by the 2nd battalion 83rd regiment 
under Major Carr. 

‘ The troops maintained their position ; but having observed 
the repeated efforts which the enemy were making to obtain 
possession of the village, and being aware of the advantage 
which they would derive from the possession in their subsequent 
operations, I reinforced the village successively with the 71st 
regiment under Lieut. Colonel the Hon. H. Cadogan, and the 
@9th under Lieut. Colonel Cameron, and the 24th under Major 
Chamberlain. The former, at the head of the 71st regiment, 
charged the enemy, and drove them from a part of the village 
of which they had obtained a momentary possession. 

‘ Nearly at this time Lieut. Colonel Williams was unfortu- 
nately wounded, but I hope not dangerously ; and the com- 
mand devolved upon Lieut. Colonel Cameron of the 79th. 

‘ The contest continued till night, when our troops remained 
in possession of the whole. 

‘I then withdrew the light infantry battalions, and the 
83rd regiment, leaving the 71st and 79th regiments only in 
the village, and the 2nd battalion 24th regiment to support 
them. 

‘ On the 4th, the enemy reconnaitred the position which we 
had occupied on the Dos Casas river ; and during that night 
2L2 
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they moved the Duc d’Abrantes’ corps from Alameda to the 
left of the position occupied by the 6th corps, opposite to 
Fuentes de Onoro. 

- From the course of the reconnaissance on the 4th, I had 
imagined that the enemy would endeavor to obtain possession 
of Fuentes de Ofioro, and of the ground occupied by the 
troops behind that village, by crossing the Dos Casas at Pos 
Velho: and in the evening | moved the 7th division, under 
Major General Houstoun, to the right, in order, if possible, to 
protect that passage. 

‘ On the morning of the 5th, the 8th corps appeared in tro 
columns, with all the cavalry, on the opposite side of the valley 
of the Dos Casas and Pozo Velho; and as the 6th and 9th corps 
also made a movement to their left, the Light division, which 
had been brought back from the neighbourhood of Alameda, 
were sent with the cavalry, under Sir Stapleton Cotton, to sup- 
port Major General Houstoun; while the 1st and 3rd divisions 
made a movement to their right, along the ridge between the 
Turon and Dos Casas rivers, corresponding to that of the 
6th and 9th corps on the right of the Dos Casas. 

‘ The 8th corps attacked Major General Houstoun’s advanced 
guard, consisting of the 85th regiment under Major Macintosh, 
and the 2nd Portuguese Caçadores under Licut. Colonel 
Nixon, and obliged them to retire ; and they retired in good 
order, although with some loss. The 8th corps being thus 
established in Pozo Velho, the enemy’s cavalry turned the 
right of the 7th division, between Pozo Velho and Nave 
d’Aver, from which last place Don Julian Sanchez had been 
obliged to retire ; and the cavalry charged. 

‘ The charge of the advanced guard of the enemy’s cavalry 
was met by two or three squadrons of the different regiments 
of British dragoons, and the enemy were driven back ; and 
Colonel La Motte, of the 13th Chasseurs, and some prisoners 
taken. 

‘The main body were checked and obliged to retire by the 
fire of Major General Houstoun’s division ; and I particularly 
observed the Chasseurs Britanniques under Licut. Colonel 
Eustace, as behaving in the most steady manner; and Major 
General Houstoun mentions in high terms the conduct of a de- 
tachment of the Duke of Brunswick’s light infantry. 

‘ Notwithstanding that this charge was repulsed, I deter- 
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mined to concentrate our force towards the left, and to move 
the 7th and Light divisions and the cavalry from Pozo Velho 
towards Fuentes de Oñoro, and the other two divisions. 

‘I had occupied Pozo Velho and that neighbourhood in 
hopes that I should be able to maintain the communication 
across the Coa by Sabugal, as well as provide for the blockade, 
which objects it was now obvious were incompatible with each 
other; and I therefore abandoned that which was the least 
important, and placed the Light division in reserve in the rear 
of the left of the Ist division, and the 7th division on some com- 
manding ground beyond the Turon, which protected the right 
flank and rear of the lst division, and covered the communi- 
cation with the Coa, and prevented that of the enemy with 
Almeida by the roads between the Turon and that river. 

‘The movement of the troops upon this occasion was well 
conducted, although under very critical circumstances, by 
Major General Houstoun, Brig. General Craufurd, and Lieut. 
General Sir Stapleton Cotton. The 7th division was covered 
In its passage of the Turon by the Light division under Brig. 
General Craufurd; and this last, in its march to join the Ist 
division, by the British cavalry. 

‘ Our position thus extended on the high ground from the 

Turon to the Dos Casas. The 7th division, on the left of the 
Turon, covered the rear of the right; the Ist division, in two 
lines, were on the right; Colonel Ashworth’s brigade, in two 
lines, in the centre; and the 3rd division, in two lines, on the 
left; the Light division and British artillery in reserve; and 
the village of Fuentes in front of the left. Don Julian’s infan- 
try joined the 7th division in Freneda; and I sent him with 
his cavalry to endeavor to intercept the enemy’s communica- 
tion with Ciudad Rodrigo. 
_ ¢ The enemy’s efforts on the right part of our position, after 
it was occupied as I have above described, were confined to a 
cannonade, and to some charges with his cavalry, upon the 
advanced posts. ‘The regiments of the lst division, under 
Lieut. Colonel Hill of the 3rd regiment of Guards, repulsed 
one of these; but as they were falling back, they did not see 
the direction of another in sufficient time to form to oppose it, 
and Lieut. Colonel Hill was taken prisoner, and many men 
were wounded, and some taken, before a detachment of the 
British cavalry could move up to their support. 
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“The 2nd battalion 42nd regiment, under Lord Blantyre, 
also repulsed a charge of the cavalry diretted against them. 

‘ They likewise attempted to push a body of light infantry 
upon the ravine of the Turon, to the right of the Ist division, 
which were repulsed by the light infantry of the Guards under 
Lieut. Colonel Guise, aided by five companies of the 95th 
under Captam O'Hare. Major General Nightingall was 
wounded in the course of the cannonade, but I hope sot 
severely. 

‘The enemy’s principal effort was throughout this dsy 
again directed against Fuentes de Oñoro ; and notwithstanding 
that the whole of the 6th corps were at different periods of the 
day employed to attack this village, they could never gem 
more than a temporary possession of it. It was defended by 
the 24th, 71st, and 79th regiments, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel Cameron ; and these troops were supported by the light 
infantry battalions of the 3rd division commanded by Major 
Woodgate; the light infantry battalions of the Ist division 
commanded by Major Dick, Major M‘Donald, and Major 
Aly; the 6th Portuguese Cacadores commanded by Majer 
Pinto : by the light companies in Colonel Champlemond's 
Portuguese brigade under Colonel Sutton; and those in 
Colonel Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade under Lieut. Colonel 
Pynn, and by the piquets of the Srd division under the com- 
mand of Colonel the Hon. R. Trench. Lieut. Colonel Came- 
ron was severely * wounded in the afternoon,and the command in 
the village devolved upon Lieut.Colonel the Hon. H. Cadogan. 

‘The troops in Fuentes were besides supported, when 
pressed by the enemy, by the 74th regiment under Major 
Russell Manners, and the Ist batt. 88th regiment under Lieut. 
Colonel Wallace, belonging to Colonel Mackiunon’s brigade; 
and on one of these occasions, the 88th, with the 71st and 
7TMh under the command of Colonel Mackinnon, charged the 
enemy, and drove them through the village; and Colonel 
Mackinnon has reported particularly the conduct of Lieut. 
Colonel Wallace, Brigade Major Wilde, and Lieut. and 
Adjutant Stewart. 

* The contest again lasted in this quarter till night, when 
our troops still held their post ; and from that time the enemy 
have made no fresh attempt on any part of our position. 


* Mortally. 
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‘ The enemy manifested an intention to attack Major General 
Sir William Erskine’s post at Aldea del Obispo on the same 
morning, with a part of the 2nd corps, but the Major General 
sent the 2nd batt. Lusitanian Legion across the ford of the 
Dos Casas, which obliged them to retire. 

‘In the course of last night the enemy commenced retiring 
from their position on the Dos Casas ; and this morning, at day- 
light, the whole was in motion. I cannat yet decide whether 
this movement is preparatory to some fresh attempt to raise 
the blockade of Almeida, or is one of decided retreat; but I 
have every reason to hope that they will not succeed in the 
first, and that they will be obliged to have recourse to the last. 
Their superiority in cavalry is very great, owing to the weak 
state of our horses, from recent fatigue and scarcity of forage, 
and the reduction of numbers in the Portuguese brigade of 
cavalry with this part of the army, in exchange for a British 
brigade sent into Estremadura with Marshal Sir William 
Beresford, owing to the failure of the measures reported to 
have been adopted to supply horses and men with food on the 
service. 

‘The result of a general action, brought on by an attack 
upon the enemy by us, might, under those circumstances, have 
been doubtful; and if the enemy had chosen to avoid it, or if 
they had met it, they would have taken advantage of the col- 
lection of our troops to fight this action, and throw relief into 
Almeida. 
© “From the great superiority of force to which we have been 
opposed upon this occasion, your Lordship will judge of the 
conduct of the Officers and troops. The actions were partial, 
but very severe, and our loss has been great. The enemy’s 
loss has also been very great, and they left 400 killed in the 
village of Fuentes, and we have many prisoners. I particu- 
larly request your attention to the conduct of Lieut. Colonel 
Williams, and Lieut. Colonel Cameron, and Lieut. Colonel the 
Hon. H. Cadogan; and to that of Colonel Mackinnon and 
Lieut. Colonel Kelly, 24th regiment, of the several officers 
commanding battalions of the line, and of light infantry, which 
supported the troops in Fuentes de Oñoro. Likewise to that 
of Major Macintosh of the 85th, and of Lieut. Colonel Nixon 
of the 2nd Cacadores, and of Lieut. Colonel Eustace of the 
Chasseurs Britanniques, and of Lord Blantyre. 
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‘Throughout these operations I have received the greatest 
assistance from Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer, and all the 
General Officers of the army; and from the Adjutant and 
Quarter Master General, and the Officers of their several 
departments, and those of my personal staff. 

‘ By intelligence from Sir William Beresford, I learn that 
he has invested Badajoz, on the left of the Guadiana, and ss 
moving there stores for the attack of the place. 

‘I have the honor to inform you that the intelligence which 
I transmitted in my last dispatch has since been confirmed, and 
that King Joseph passed Valladolid, on his way to Paris, on 
the 27th of April. It is not denied by the French officers that 
he is gone to Paris. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


‘ Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing. of the Army under the Command of 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., in the affairs at Fucnies de Omre, 
on the 3rd and 5th May, 1811. 


Total loas of Officers, 

Non-Commissioned 

Officers, and Rank 
and File. 


3 
faa 
4 
a 
oe 
e 
rs 





The Portuguese killed, wounded, and missing are included in the above nurmbers. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eari of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
« Mv Lorp, * Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 
‘ The attention of the British Government has been fre- 
quently drawn to the state of affairs in this country by the 
reports of Mr. Stuart and myself, particularly as that state 
affects the military departments and establishments; but as the 
success of the military operations has recently been much im- 
peded by the defects of constitution, by the disobedience and 
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neglect of those employed, and by the failure of ail the depart- 
ments of the Portuguese army, I consider it my duty to draw 
your Lordship’s attention to the subject again in a particular 
manner. 

‘ The Portuguese troops with this part of the army do not 
produce in the field half of their effective strength, because 
the soldiers have been ill fed and taken care of; and vast 
numbers of them are in hospitals. Before I broke up from 
the cantonments on the Rio Mayor river, I took upon me to 
make an arrangement by which the troops serving in the same 
divisions with British troops should be fed by the British Com- 
missaries, of which I enclose a copy; under which arrangement 
five brigades of infantry of seven doing duty in this part of 
the army were taken charge of, and there remained but two, 
and one brigade of cavalry, to be taken care of by the Portu- 
guese departments. 

‘ These two brigades of infantry have been starving ever 
since ; and whenever there is any call for the military service | 
of the troops, they are obliged to call upon the British Com- 
missariat for subsistence, thus reducing the quantity for the 
consumption of the British divisions. 

‘ The Portuguese cavalry are so much reduced by want of 
food, that a regiment which I was desirous of employing in the 
recent affairs with the enemy, could produce in the field only 
sixty men. 

‘ None of the Portuguese officers or troops are paid ; and 
the consequence is that the officers are suffering the extremity 
of distress, and the soldiers desert in large numbers. 

‘The mules attached to the artillery not having been fed 
during the winter, were unable to perform service when the 
army broke up from the Rio Mayor river. After having re- 
duced the quantity of ammunition drawn with each brigade, I 
have lately been obliged to send away two pieces of cannon 
_ belonging to one Portuguese brigade of artillery. 

‘ In the actions of the 3rd and 5th, the quantity of ammu- 
nition expended by the Portuguese brigade of artillery engaged, 
very nearly amounted to the whole quantity they carried with 
them ; and I was obliged to have recourse to the expedient of 
picking up the enemy’s shot which had been fired into our 
camp, and of making it up into ammunition with powder and 
materials drawn from the British artillery. 
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« The reserves of Portuguese ordnance and musket ammu- 
nition are at this moment not less than six marches from the 
army, owing to the want of means of transport to convey them; 
and I have been obliged to order the Commissary General to 
use the means of transport destined to convey provisions for 
soldiers and forage for horses, to bring ‘up the Portuguese 
ordnance and musket ammunition. 

« The Portuguese wounded soldiers are taken care of in our 
hospitals, as they have none of their own. 

« These are facts affecting our existing situation which press 
upon me at the moment; and I state them to your Lordship 
as instances of the description of inconvenience, which might 
amount to risk and danger, resulting from the defects, the 
neglects, and the ignorance of the Portuguese departments. It 
is obvious that no officer can venture to conduct any military 
operation against an active enemy with such means; and I do 
not scruple to acknowledge that I have felt the greatest unessi- 
ness respecting the success of the operations which I am now 
carrying on, on both sides of the Tagus, in consequence of the 
diminution of the numbers and of the efficiency of the Portu- 
guese army, owing to the defects of all the departments 
attached to it. 

‘ These defects have not been unnoticed by me in my com- 
munications with the Portuguese Government ; and I enclose 
to your Lordship the extract of a private letter, of the 26th 
March, to Mr. Stuart, upon that subject; and the copy of a 
dispatch to that gentleman, of the 8th of April. Nothing bas 
yet been done in consequence of the recommendations contained 
in these letters; and the Portuguese Secretary of State, in 
answer to Mr. Stuart, tells him that the local government 
have not the power from the Prince Regent to make the alter- 
ations suggested. 

‘ My Lord, the state to which the enemy are reduced in tbe 
Peninsula may enable us to carry on our operations under all 
the disadvantages described in this and the enclosed letters; 
but your Lordship will judge for yourself of the consequences 
which might result from the facts which I have related. I 
think it proper, however, to inform your Lordship that if the 
cnemy should be enabled to increase his force again in the 
Peninsula, the difficulties, which are the consequence of the 
defects in the Portugyese departments, will be vastly aggra- 
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vated, and the danger increased to such a degree, that it may 
become a question whether His Majesty’s troops ought to be 


exposed to it. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 

‘Some time ago, certain persons, with whom I have long 
been in correspondence, at Salamanca, informed me that 
, who commanded the Irish Legion, was desirous 
of quitting the French service and of returning to his own 
country, if he could be assured of being unmolested by the 
Government in consequence of his having served the French 
Government. After some remonstrances with these persons 
upon the imprudence of their giving information to any body 
of the existence of a correspondence between them and me, 
I stated to them that I could not promise that 
should receive His Majesty s pardon without knowing the 
circumstances which had occasioned his departure from Ire- 
land; but that if he would make me acquainted with those 
circumstances, I would state them to your Lordship ; and if he 
had been guilty of no act which would necessarily prevent the 
Government from recommending that he should be pardoned, 
I would recommend him to your Lordship, that he might be 
permitted to return to his native country, with His Majesty’s 
pardon for having served the French Government. 

‘ was afterwards taken by a party of Don 
Julian’s guerrillas, in consequence of an arrangement made by 
himself, and he came in here some days ago. I have had a 
conversation with him, in which I desired him to put in writing 
all the circumstances which had occurred to occasion his 
quitting Ireland after the year 1798; and to conceal nothing, 
as he might depend upon it that every circumstance respecting 
him was known, and that the attempt to conceal the share he 
had in the transactions of that period might have the effect of 
preventing the accomplishment of his wishes. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the letter which I have re- 
ceived from » from which I should judge that he 
may have been informed of, and concerned in the transactions 
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m Ireland of that period; but that he was not guilty of any 
of those acts for which none of those who have been guilty 
bave hitherto received a pardon. 

‘Ucder these crcumstanees. that of which he has been 
guilty is, to have served the French Government, a foreign 
power at war with His Majesty; and as he has taken a most 
decided line upon that subject, as the manner in which he was 
taken prisoner is no secret, I hope that your Lordship will 
deem it proper to recommend him to His Royal Highness the 
Prince Regen: for a pardon for this act. 

‘ Ï entertain no doubt of the disgust which be and others 
feel at the system of fraud and robbery which prevails in the 
French service, nor of that which must have been occasioned 
in their minds by the contempt with which they have been 
treated by the French Government, in the violation of all 
engagements to them. It appears to me, that besides the 
advantage of obtaining from the service of France one of His 
Majesty's subjects holding the rank of Colonel, it would not be 
disadvantageous to the Government that there should be some 
person in Ireland, able and interested, to give his countrymen 
an account of the real state of affairs in France and in the 
armies; of the manner in which engagements entered into by 
the French Government are performed, with foreign countnes 
as well as individuals ; and particularly of the manner in which 
those of the Irish nation, who have been so unfortunate as to 
have been obliged, or have chosen, to quit their own country, 
have been treated in France. 

‘On these grounds I earnestly recommend to your Lordship 
that should be pardoned, and that he should be 
allowed to return to his native country. 

‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 








‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 

‘My pear HENRY, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 


‘I have received your letter of the 27th April, and I now 

enclose my dispatches to Government to the 8th instant. 
‘We have had warm work in this quarter, but I hope we 
shall succeed in the end. The French, it is said, lost 5000 
2" we 1200, in the affair of the 5th; on the 3rd we lost 
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about 250; the French left 400 dead in the village of Fuentes 
de Ofñoro. We lost the prisoners by the usual dash and im- 
prudence of the soldiers. 

‘Ever yours, most affectionately, 


‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


€ Pray let General Graham know how we are going on. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
the Commander in Chief. 

Si, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 8th May, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose you the copy of a report which 
I have made to the Secretary of State, of actions in which a 
part of the troops under my command were engaged with the 
French army on the 3rd and 5th instant, together with returns 
of killed and wounded upon those occasions. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Commander in Chief.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


'S My peak Sir, ‘Villa Fermosa, 9th May, 1811. 

‘I have taken an opportunity of reading over the enclosures 
in your letter of the 21st of April, in regard to the reforms of 
the departments attached to the Portuguese army, from which 
I find that nothing that was proposed is to be done. We are 
now getting beyond trifling upon these important subjects; and 
I must draw the serious attention of Government to the state 
of things here. I assure you that, in a very short time, there 
will be no Portuguese army left, if all the military departments 
are not reformed as proposed, and all connected with them are 
not made liable to punishment fur neglects under the military 
law. 

‘ There is Barbacena’s brigade, which is not now so numerous 
as one of our squadrons. General Campbell sent me a regi- 
ment of it the other night, which he reported to consist of sixty 
horses. Is this to be borne? Can the war go on in this way ? 

‘Every thing else is the same. ‘The sick and wounded are 
taken care of by our medical officers; the artillery have no 
mules, and the guns must be sent away ; they have no ammu 
nition, and we are at this moment picking up the French 
ammunition in our camps to make up again with powder and 
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maseriais furmashed bs us‘. It is because the departments at 
Lisboa do not take care to find means to move forward the 
reserves: and then. in order not to lose a battle, the British 
Comm:sers General must find means of transport for the 
musket as weu as the gun ammunition of the Portuguese 
army, which means of transport ought to be used to bring up 
food for the horses and soldiers of the army. 

+ Ail this fais upon me. I am involved in a most serious 
situation. and it is quite impossible for me to allow matters to 
go on as they are. 

‘The Portuguese army are not paid, positively ; and many 
men, perticulariv of Packs brigade, have consequently de- 
sorted. 

-I encose the letter which I have written to the Prince 
Regent under a fiving seal ; and I beg you to peruse it, to allow 
Dom M. de Forjaz to peruse it, and then to close and for- 
ward it to the Brauls 

‘1 cannot but observe that either is very ill informed 
of what passes at Rio Janeiro, or else he must, on the 12th of 
February. have been acquainted with the contents of the letter 
of the Prince. of the 7th February, to me. 

‘If you think that any alteration of my letter would be 
advisable, let me know it, and I will alter it. I conceived it 
best to appear perfectly indifferent about you or Dom M. de 
Forjaz, but to hold out that I should go. 


‘ Believe me, &c. 





* C. Stuart, Esq.’ € WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
© Sir, * Villa Fermosa, 9th May, 1811. 


‘TI have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter, and of a 
memorandum, which I sent to General Castaños on the 24h 
April, proposing a plan of co-operation for the siege of Bada- 
joz, to which letter I have hitherto received no answer. 

€ I have therefore written to Marshal Sir William Beresford 
to desire that, until the Spanish Generals will positively engage 
to co-operate with him in the siege of Badajoz in the manner 
pointed out, he should proceed with caution in that operation ; 
as I think there is reason to believe that the removal of the 
King from Madrid will occasion the march of the army of the 
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centre to the southward, or into Estremadura, and I know that 
some battalions, now in this quarter, which have been in Por- 
tugal, are eventually destined to reinforce the Ist, 4th, and 
5th corps d'armée, which are in Andalusia. 

‘I have the honor to enclose the copy of my dispatch of the 
8th instant to the Secretary of State, from which you will see 
the state of affairs here. 

‘I beg you to inform the Spanish Government that I am 
much gratified by the alacrity of Don Julian Sanchez to com- 
municate with me, and to give me every assistance in his power, 
and by the constant attention and assistance I receive from 
Brigadier General Don Miguel Alava and Colonel Don José 
O'Lalor. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘P.S. 10th May. I enclose the copy of my dispatch of this 
day to the Secretary of State, from which you will learn the 
result of the enemy’s operations for the relief of Almeida.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My pear BERESFORD, ‘Villa Fermosa, 10th May, 1811. 

‘I enclose my dispatch, &c. to my brother, to which I have 
added the copy of that of this day to the Secretary of State, 
from which you will see that our concerns here are happily 
concluded. My only anxicty now is on your side, and 1 pro- 
pose immediately to put in motion some troops towards the 
Alentejo, to continue their march as soon as the place shall fall. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘Villa Fermosa, 10th May, 1811. 

‘ The enemy retired on the 8th to the woods between 
Espeja, Gallegos, and Fuentes, in which position the whole 
army were collected on that day and yesterday, with the ex- 
ception of that part of the 2nd corps which continued oppo- 
site Almeida. Last night the whole broke up, and retired 
across the Azava, covering their retreat by their numerous 
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cavalry; and this day the whole have retired across the 
Agueda, leaving Almeida to its fate. The 2nd corps retired 
by the bridge of Barba del Puerco, and the fort of Val de 
Espino on the Agueda 

‘ Our advanced posts are upon the Azava, and on the Lower 
Agueda, and the army will be to-morrow in the cantonments 
on the Dos Casas. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


‘My pear Sie, * Villa Fermosa, 10th May, 1811. 

‘1 enclose a dispatch, which I hope will be in time to go 
with the letters. 

‘ It occurs to me that the articles most suited to relieve the 
distress of the Portuguese would be wheat, of which there are 
several cargoes now at Lisbon; Indian corn; planks and 
beams for building ; nails, large pipe staves, and iron hoops, or 
rather casks (shapen), with their hoops, &c. If you are of 
the same opinion, write for these articles to England. 

« Believe me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Massena, 
Prince d Essling. 
‘au Quartier Général, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 
“ Moxsreur Le Marecnat, 

‘Le Capitaine Salles du 66™ régiment fut envoyé en parle- 
mentaire aux avant postes de l'Armée alliée dans la nuit du 3 
de ce mois par le Colonel de son régiment, d'une manière très 
irrégulière, et à une heure très indue. J'ai cru de mon 
devoir de le retenir pendant la durée de l'état des affaires qui 
existait dans ce moment là. Mais étant persuadé qu'il a vraiment 
été envoyé en parlementaire, quoique dans des circonstances 
très irrégulières, je le renvois à l'armée Française. 

‘J'ai l’honneur d'être, &c. 
* Le Maréchal Massena, * WELLINGTON. 
Prince d'Essling. 
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Lieut General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Massena, 
Prince d'Essling. 
‘ Au Quartier Général, ce 11 Mai, 1811. 
< Monsieur LE MaRÉCHAL, 

‘ Monsieur le Général Brenier, Gouverneur d’Almeida, avait 
fait prisonniers quatre soldats Anglais qu’il à renvoyés sur 
parole. J’envoie avec Monsieur le Capitaine Salles quatre 
soldats Français en échange pour les quatre soldats Anglais 
renvoyés par Monsieur le Général Brenier. 

‘ J’ai l'honneur d'être, &c. 
“ Le Maréchal Massena, * WELLINGTON. 

Prince d Essling. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Long. 


€ My pear Sir, ‘Villa Fermosa, 11th May, 1811. 
‘You will havé observed by the General Order of the day, 
that I bave altered the arrangements which I had made for 
the command of the cavalry on the left of the Tagus. When 
I was at Elvas, 1 found upon communication with Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford, that it would be impossible to continue to 
employ Brigadier General Madden’s brigade as I had proposed, 
and that this body of troops must have been joined to the 
remainder of the cavalry in Estremadura. Under these cir- 
cumstances, Brigadier General Madden, the senior General 
Officer, must have commanded the whole, notwithstanding the 
previous arrangement for the command, which I had made. 

‘ As I was returning from Elvas, I received a letter from 
Sir William Erskine, who had for some time had the com- 
mand of our cavalry in this quarter, connected in their opera- 
tions with the Light division, requesting to be employed with 
the cavalry on the left of the Tagus, where, under different 
circumstances, I had appointed you. I intended to appoint 
you to the command of a good brigade of light dragoons with 
this army, only that I yesterday received the notification of — 
the appointment, by command of the Prince Regent, of 
Major General Alten to command the hussars of the Legion. 
This appointment, and his expected early arrival, must alter 
that arrangement; and I have not yet determined in what 
manner it will be most advantageous to the service to employ 
you. . 
VOL, VII. 2M 
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‘I request vou, therefore, to remain with the troops under 
Wien Beresford til vou shall hear further from me. 


* Beheve me, ke. 

* Bry. Gourd Leg” © Waciuscros. 
Laces. Generis Viscomst Weilzagtoa, KB. ta Fice Lies) 
the Hon. G. Beriviey. 

- Sez, Vale Fermuss, 11th Mas, 151!. 


* J have bad che honor of receiving your letter of the Gb 
tac regardaag the prisoners of war proposed to be sent to 
Engund. 

‘1 commder 2 most desirable that even 1500 should be sat 
zezs, 25 the somber ts increasing daly; but I have had no 
avez from the Secretary of State upon the subject, and the 
Lords of the Ademraks have ordered you not to send home 
aus more cB aay accoust whatever. I should think it very 
tmaproper if | were to request you to send home any, so long 


as that order exists. 
“ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Vice Sdunrel “ WELLiIxerox. 
the Hen. G. Berholes_ 


Let. General Viscount Weikagton, K.B. to Major General 
Alerander Campbell. 
¢ Villa Fermosa, 11th May, 1811 

* Sra, half pest 10, Au. 

‘ Lieut. Cayler, of the Royal Dragoons, has just arrived 
here with a verbal report that the enemy's garrison had made 
their escape from Almeida, and that the 36th regiment and 
the 4th foot were on the Agueda near Barba del Puerco, 
that the enemy were drawn up in some force on the other sde 
of the Agueda, and that you desired to have orders. 

‘ It is not easy to forward orders upon so indistinct a repre- 
sentation of the situation in which you find yourself, and I had 
hoped that I should receive some report from you in writing. 
However, as the garrison have escaped, there appears now no 
reason why the troops should be extended so far as Barbe 
del Puerco. The 36th regiment, therefore, may be drawn in 
to their cantonments. 

«The 4th regiment, belonging to the Sth division, was, I 
conclude, at Barba del Puerco, in consequence of the orders 
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sent to Major General Sir William Erskine, and orders will 
be sent to the 5th division respecting the disposal of that 
regiment. 

‘T have the honor to be, &c. 
* Major General Alexander Campbell.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
* My pear BeresForp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 11th May, 1811. 

‘I am concerned to inform you that Almeida was blown 
up last night, and I fear that the garrison has, in great part 
at least, escaped. I cannot tell how this occurred ; the troops 
which had been taken from the duty of the blockade were 
sent back to it yesterday afternoon, and in the whole were four 
times more numerous than the garrison. However, I suppose 
that I shall hear from General Campbell soon. 

« 1 have had two conversations with , and 1 am 
concerned to say that, notwithstanding his abilities, he appears 
to me but little calculated to do the business I require 
from him. I want him to assist me in obtaining a know- 
ledge of the mode in which the connection between the 
troops and the several civil departments is regulated ; to know 
how all that business is now going on here; and to see how 
we can make the matter work better than it does under the 
existing regulations. He thinks of nothing but new regula- 
tions and establishments, which are very necessary perhaps, 
but it is not his business to propose them, nor mine to carry 
them into execution. I hope that we shall understand each 
other better, and that I may be able to put every thing on a 
good footing here. 

‘ You will hardly believe that we were obliged to pick up 
the French shot in our camp to make up ammunition for 
Arentschild's guns, his reserve having been left behind at 
Saragoca, and there being no Portuguese means of transport 
to carry on the ammunition; the Commissary General is 
obliged to undertake the business. The Commissary carried 
up the musket ammunition. Then I have been obliged to 
send back two guns of the brigade in the 6th division for want 
of mules to draw them!!! I have reported the state of things 
to the British Government, and they will do as they please. 
In the mean time the Prince Regent of Portugal insists upon 
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« There is a great deal of ordnance and shot in the place; 
better carriages, and I think more ordnance than wlien we left 
it. J think that with some labor we might clear the rubbish 
out of the ditch, then scarp down the earth of the rampart, 
where the revétement is blown away, and stockade it at bottom 
and at top, by which we should make the place secure against 
a coup de main; and hercafter Government might repair it. 
To do any thing, however, will require workmen and money, 
and I shall supply neither the one nor the other. The 7th 

ion begin their march towards you to-morrow; the 3rd 
day. ‘ Believe me, &c. 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. € WELLINGTON. 
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‘I think the escape of the garrison of Almeida (although 
we have taken and destroyed a good lot of them) is the most 
disgraceful military event that has yet occurred to us. Ex- 
cepting a few cavalry, which Î believe crossed this morning, 
the whole French army have crossed the Agueda, and quitted 
Ciudad Rodrigo.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


€ My pear Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 12th May, 1811. 

‘I received last night your letter of the 7th. I do not 
think that the conclusion which you have drawn, ‘ that the 
troops have all been paid to the end of April,” is warranted 
by Joaquim da Costa’s paper. I have never perused a more 
loose performance on an official fact which ought to be stated 
in one line; and which the Paymaster General of this army 
would state in two minutes regarding every individual in the 
army. The conclusion which you have drawn does not agree 
with the state of the fact, even with this part of the army. I 
will let you know, if possible by this post, to what day officers 
and troops have been paid. 

‘I beg to draw your attention to the fact, that the British 
Government give the old subsistence for the officers of 30,000 
men in the subsidy, as well as the new addition to the whole 
army. Surely we have a right to expect that the officers of 
the regiments composing the 30,000 men shall have their old 
subsistence regularly, as well as the new addition. 

‘In respect to money, you do not appear to me to have 
observed that, now that we feed six brigades of Portuguese 
troops, the claim of the Portuguese Government to subsidy 
‘in money is much reduced ; at the same time, that our means 
of supplying them with money must be diminished. However, 
I ordered that they might have 100,000 dollars last week. 

**T have considered it my duty to write seriously to the 
Government upon the whole subject. The responsibility 
resting upon me is too great for any individual, particularly 
for one so circumstanced asI am. As long as the French 
are not reinforced, matters will go on well enough ; but as soon 
as they are, there will be a terrible crash. 

‘ The unfortunate Government of Portugal, by their miser- 
able intrigues at the Brazils, and their weakness here, are 
losing their country and the cause; and if our Government 


à} PORTUGAL. SIT. 
do not produce a radical change, I will have nothing more to 


say to the concern. 
‘ Believe t me, &c. 
* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘My pear Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 12th May, 1811. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning I have received your 
letter of the 8th instant. 

‘The Portuguese Government appear to me to wish to 
have their full subsidy, and to have their army provisioned 
likewise, which I conceive will not, answer; and, at all events, 
I will neither give them a shilling which is required for the 
British army, nor allow a shilhng to be raised for them in the 
money markets, allotted for us upon British credit ; at least, if 
my opinion is consulted upon the subject. 

‘In regard to increase of subsidy, by payments in kind, | 
understand that none is to be given till they shall change their 
mode of proceeding in respect to Commissariat, medical de 
partment, arsenal, transport, &c. &c. All that I can say is, 
that it is useless to consult my opinion upon any part of their 
concerns, unless the changes which I have pointed out are 
made ; it only takes up your time and mine unnecessarily, and 
it is much better to let them go to the devil in their own way, 
than to give ourselves any further trouble about them. 

* Believe me, &c. 
°C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 

«Sir, * Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 
‘I beg to know what repairs are required to Fort St. 

Julian, besides a bridge to the ravelin, to enable Colonel Fisher 

to obey the orders long since given to him, to lodge the ord- 

nance and military stores belonging to the army in that fort. 

‘TI have the honor to be, &c. 
* Major General Howortk.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, KB. 
‘My pear BERESFORD, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 
‘ | enclose you the extract of a letter which I have received 
le from Sir David Dundes, trom which you will see that he 
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allows of the recommendation of six officers for the brevet 
rank of Lieut. Colonel or Major. You will select the persons 
to be recommended, and let me know their names. I beg to 
remind you of Arbuthnot, Elder, Sutton, and Douglas, as per- 
sons having claims, leaving it to you to name them, or others, 
as you may think proper. 

‘It will be necessary that those promoted on this occasion 
should clearly understand that they are not, on promotibn, to 
be made Portuguese Colonels, unless circumstances attaching 
to the Portuguese service should render it expedient on other 


grounds. 


€ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 
‘ My pear Beresrorp, 6 P.M. 


‘I enclose intercepted letters which I have just received. 
You see that you have nothing to apprehend from La Marti- 
nière. I am glad to find that you have such good prospects 
at Badajoz. I continue the troops on their march; and I am 
inclined to go over and have a conference with Blake and Cas- 
tafios. I have. not yet had time to read your letter about the 
Portuguese troops. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Castaños. 

‘ Sir, ‘Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter 
of the 8th instant, and it gives me great satisfaction to find that 
the plan of operations for the allied armies, which I had pro- 
posed to your Excellency, with a view to the siege of Badajoz, 
meets with your Excellency’s approbation, and will be carried 
into execution by your Excellency and the troops under 
General Blake. 

‘The alteration which your Excellency has made in the 
propositions made by me meets with my concurrence. It was 
my duty to make a proposition upon so delicate a subject as 
that of the command of allied troops acting in co-operation, 
which should be so reasonable in itself as to meet with the con- 
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ecosems of a] those to whom it should be made; but it is 
omesiest wih the manly good sense, and candour, and know- 
æûge of toe state of affairs, which characterize your Excellency, 
w amend ihs proposition, by one calculated to give satis- 
farsice co those of the allies, who have most to lose in the con- 
= for winch n is our object to provide. 

- Et 3s sæpossble but that what you have proposed should 
be arcroved by all parties; and I assure you, that the dis 
interested forbearance of your conduct is highly appreciated 
be me. 

” ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Geers. Castaios- * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier 
General Colman. 

* My pear Cotman, ‘Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 

‘ There is nothing like striking while the iron is hot ; and 
I write by this post to recommend that you and Madden may 
be allowed to return to the army, with the rank which you 
would have held respectively if you had not quitted it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

+ Ersgauher General Colman.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
«Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 

‘ Having directed the field ordnance and stores belonging to 
the British army to be placed in store at Fort St. Julian, it has 
been reported to me that the bridge communicating from the 
body of the place to the ravelin, in which the greater propor- 
tion of the stores are to be lodged, is in so ruinous a state as 
to render it dangerous to make use of It. 

‘TI beg to know, by return of post, whether the Portuguese 
Government will or will not repair the bridge; and what 
orders they will give upon that subject, and to whom; and 
whether or not the officer, to whom the orders will be given, 
ill be held at all responsible for the due and early execution 


€ J have the honor to be, &c. 
t, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 


6 Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 13th May, 1811. 

‘] have the honor to inform you that the enemy blew up a 
part of the works of Almeida on the night of the 1Uth instant, 
when their army had retired and crossed the Agueda. 

‘I inclose a report of a British engineer, stating the extent 
of the damage done to the works of the place, which, in my 
opinion, can be repaired at no very great expense. 

‘ The first measure to be adopted would be to render the 
place tenable as a military post against a coup de main. This 
would be very desirable, and the expense would be the work of 
300 men for less than a month, according to the report of 
Lieut. Trench. 

‘The Government would then have time to receive the 
orders of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, whether he 
will incur the larger expense of repairing the place entirely, 
which work 1 conceive can hardly be completed as long as the 
war shall last upon the frontier. 

‘I beg to have forthwith the decision of the Government, 
whether they will or not put this place in repair in the manner 
first pointed out. If they should determine to do so, it will be 
necessary that they should collect 3 or 400 men, with tools to 
perform the work, and officers to superintend them ; and that 
they should have on the spot means of feeding them. I expect 
to have an answer upon this subject in two posts after you shall 
receive this letter; and that measures should be in progress to 
commence the work in one fortnight from this time, or I shall 
blow up the fort entirely, and withdraw from it all the allied 
troops. ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
© C. Stuart, Esq. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 
‘Sir, * Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811. 

‘1 beg that you will write to Colonel Fisher by this 
night’s post, to request that the ships having on board the 
battering train, may be sent off to Oporto without loss of time. 
I enclose a list of engineer’s stores which I request Colonel 
Fisher will arrange to have put on board the ships with the 
battering train. 

‘I write to Admiral Berkeley by this occasion on the 
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subject. There will be no occasion for sending any of the 


beavy ordnance which 3s landed. 
€ I have the honor to be, &c. 
- Mo Geer Howerth, WELLINGTON. 


Laeut. Gemeral Viscount Wellangton, KB. to Major General Hoscorth. 
°°, ‘ Villa Fermoss., 141h May, 1811. 

+ As I understand from vou, that there are 20,000 stand of 
ares at Lisboa, I request vou to give directions to Colone 
Fisher thet 30.000 stands may be given to the Spanish Am- 
besaior at Lisbon, for the use of the troops under General 
| Castafios. 

“I asso request vou to direct Colonel Fisher to send to 
Eïvas 9000 barrels of gun powder. He will be so kind as 
to arrange with the Commussary General respecting the best 
mode of having this powder transported, whether by sea to 
Setuval, and thence by the river to Alcacer do Sal, and thence 
by land to Elvas, or to be landed at Aldea Galega, and thence 
bv land to Elvas. Colonel Fisher will apprise Marshal Sir 
Wiliam Beresford of the road by which this powder will be 
sent off. ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Mapw General Hororth. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 
- Sie. * Villa Fermoea, 14th May, 1811. 

€ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of this dav's date. I cannot but observe, that when you write 
to me to request that orders may be given to have a place put 
into such a state of repair, as to make it capable of receiving 
stores, vou should recollect that it is not in my power to give 
those orders, without knowing exactly what repairs are neces- 
sarv; and you should take care when you have no accurate 
knowledge upon the subject on which you write, to word your 
letter accordingly. Had you referred to the paper trans- 
mitted by Colonel Fisher, you would have seen that the 
Colonel does not report any repairs to be absolutely necessary, 
excepting the bridge, from the body of the place to the 
“velin. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Major General Howorth.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Visoount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Peacocke. 
¢ Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811. 
‘I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received this 
morning from Admiral Berkeley, to which I beg you will 
attend. It is desirable that the guns in St. Julian, Cascaes, 
Fort Bugio, and other batteries bearing upon the entry of 
the harbour at Lisbon, should be pointed towards the sea ; 
and that you should be prepared to occupy those points with 
the troops at Lisbon, in case of the appearance of the enemy’s 
fleet in that quarter, which I do not conceive very probable. 

‘ I beg at the same time, that you will understand that you 
are not to detain at Lisbon any men belonging to the regi- 
ments with the army who may be deemed sufficiently recovered 

to do their duty. 
‘] have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Brig. General Peacocke. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admtral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* Sin, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811. 

‘ I request you to give directions that the ships, having on 
board the battering train belonging to the army, may proceed 
to Oporto under suitable convoy, as soon as certain engineer 
stores, which Colonel Fisher will have been ordered to have 
put on board these ships, shall have been embarked. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General Bacellar. 


€ Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811. 

‘I request you to let me know, as soon as it is in your 
power, in what state, in respect to numbers, arms, and other 
equipments, the several regiments of militia are in the provinces 
of Tras os Montes, and Minho, and in the Partido d’Oporto ; 
what orders you have given to have the regiments completed ; 
and what progress has been made in completing them. 

‘I beg that you will let the Officers commanding in those 
provinces respectively know that I hold them responsible for 
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havine the regiments complete, and that if any of the civil 
magistrates omit to exert themselves to perform their duty in 
completing them, they are to be sent, with their crimes in 
writing. and the proofs, without loss of time, to appear for 
trial before the Special Commission sitting at Marshal Beres- 
ford's head quarters; and these magistrates, and others, msy 
depend upon it, that I will do every thing in my power to 
have those punished who shall be found by the Special Com- 
mission guilty of any neglect of duty, in so important a concer 
as providing for the defence of the country. 

“I was much concerned to learn by intelligence from 
Colonel Trant, that some of the soldiers of the militia had de- 
serted on a march which he recently made towards the frontier. 
I beg that Colonel Trant may be called upon to supply a 
return of the names of those men who had deserted, and that 
proceedings may be commenced against them and their pro- 
perties; and that application may be made to Marshal Sir 
Wiliam Bereford to order a General Court Martial to try 
some of those recently guilty of this offence. 

* As the enemy have reured from this part of the frontier, 
aud have apparently gone off towards the Douro, it may be 
expected that their future plan of operations may be directed 
on the Portuguese provinces north of that river. I have no 
intelligence that that is their intention, but it is possible; and 
it is necessary to be prepared with a plan to meet this possible 
cuatingency. 

* I beg leave to refer you to the instructions which were sent 
last year by Marshal Beresford to the Officers commanding 
divisions in the northern provinces, for the line of operations 
to be adupted by each, in case of the invasion of the enemy by 
the several lines of attack upon the country. As soon as 
General Silveira shall find that the enemy are collecting in 
force upon the frontier, it will be necessary that he also should 
collect his troops. It is not impossible but that the enemy may 
detach some of his moveable columns within the frontier, prin- 
cipally with a view to plunder, and General Silveira will be 
able to mect and defeat them, without incurring the risk of 
defeat. 

* But if the enemy should threaten a serious invasion of the 
province of Tras os Montes, it will be necessary that General 
Silveira should act precisely on the plan, and according to the 
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instructions above referred to, given to him last year by 
Marshal Sir William Beresford. | 

‘ I beg that the Officers commanding in the several divisions 
will, in the mean time, employ themselves assiduously in com- 
pleting, in equipping, and in disciplining their several corps, so 
that if the enemy should invade Tras os Montes, they may 
meet with that steady opposition which can alone be successful. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

* General Bacellar.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 


« My pear BERESFORD, ‘Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811. 

© The 3rd division marched this morning. The 2nd hussars 
will likewise proceed in the same direction from Celorico, 
probably to-morrow, so that if the siege should be prolonged, 
(and 1 think it must be longer than you expect) and if the 
enemy should attempt to raise it, we shall be in strength in 
that quarter. 

‘I do not think it possible for me to undertake more to the 
south, under existing circumstances, than the siege of Badajoz. 
I cannot by any effort I can make, raise the British and Portu- 
guese army beyond 30,000 men, to which the Spanish. force 
may add from 8000 to 10,000 men more. Exclusive of 
Sebastiani’s force, I conceive that Soult cannot have less in 
Andalusia than from 30,000 to 35,000; intrenched at Seville, 
and afterwards at Cadiz, we cannot dislodge them by a direct 
movement upon them. Then as to movements to cut off their 
communication with Madrid and the north, from all that I 
know of the French, and of their situation in Andalusia, I 
judge that they are completely established in the southern 
provinces of Spain, independently of any communication, north 
of the Sierra Morena, and that unless they can be deprived 
permanently of Seville, or of their lines of contravallation 
before Cadiz, nothing can shake them in that part of the 
Peninsula. It is out of our power to effect the former, unless 
we can effect the latter ; and my opinion is, that we cannot 
effect the latter with any force that I can venture to detach to 
the south. 

¢ The intention which I have, therefore, is to assemble the 
army, or the greatest part of it, here, to make the siege of 
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Cu. Smear J ctet Weioagten, KB, to C. Stuart, Esy. 

- Ms 2 Siz ‘ Villa Fermosa. lith May, 1811. 

- | emtose 2 statement of the period to which the sereral 
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Liens. Geserzi Visvast Welliagton, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
the Commander in Chief. 

- Sur. * Villa Fermosa, 14th May, 1811: 
‘ | have had the honor of receiving your Excellency’s letter 
of the 23rd Apnl. and I assure you that I am highly flattered 
by the gracious mark of approbation which his Royal High- 
ness the Prince Regent has been pleased to convey of the con- 
duct of the troops under my command. I am convinced that 
his Royal Highness’ favor will be gratefully received by the 
officers of the army, and that the desire to deserve the continu- 
ance of his Royal Highness’ protection will be an additional 
Reise to all, to continue those exertions which have already 
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received his Royal Highness’ most gracious notice and ap- 
probation. 

‘ I have now the honor to submit for your consideration the 
names of six Majors of the army, to be promoted by brevet to 
the rank of Lieut. Colonel. Among these there are two 
Majors, Coghlan of the 61st, and Way of the 29th, for ser- 
vices previous to the late operations; for which services I had 
before recommended them to your Excellency, and particularly 
that Major Way should be promoted to the Lieut. Colonelcy 
of the 29th regiment. | 

‘I am not certain whether his Royal Highness had in his 
view, and intended to convey his approbation of, the conduct 
of the army in their recent, or in all their operations. If the 
recent only, and Major Coghlan and Major Way cannot be 
included, | have added the names of Major Woodgate of the 
60th, and Major M’Intosh of the 85th. 

‘ I likewise enclose the names of twelve Captains to receive 
the brevet rank of Major. 

‘ I beg leave to draw your notice to the conduct of Lieut. 
Colonel Beckwith, and of Lieut. Colonel the Hon. H. Cado- 
gan; and to recommend to your Excellency's favor, when 
there may be an opportunity of promoting them, Lieut. Bell 
of the 52nd regiment ; Lieuts. Weyland and Tomkinson of the 
16th light dragoons; Lieuts. Townshend and Badcock of the 
14th light dragoons; Lieuts. Kranchenberg, Cordemann, and 
Wish of the Ist hussars; and Lieut. Eckersley of the royal 
dragoons. 

‘I have referred to Marshal Sir William Beresford that 
part of your Excellency’s letter which notifies his Royal High- 
ness’ gracious intentions regarding the British Officers serving 
with the Portuguese army; and I shall have the honor of ad- 
dressing you regarding them as soon as I shall have received 


his answer. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Right Hon. © WELLINGTON. | 
the Commander tn Chief.’ 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 
© My DEAR GENERAL, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1811. 
‘I am obliged to you for your recollection of Elder: I had 
not, however, forgotten him. Besides the six field officers 
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Lizet. Geaertl Vuccem: Wilsaston KB. to Mepor General Cumerca, 
> 3th Regrmezt. 
‘My pear GENFRal. * Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1911. 

- When I wrote to vou iast week, I felt that I conveyed te 
you information shich would give you great pain, but I hoped 
that I had made vou acquainted with the ful] extent of the mis- 
fortune which had befailen vou Unfortunately, however, those 
upon whose judgment I reed were deceived: your sons 
wound was worse than it was then supposed to be: it wa 
mortal, and he died on the day before yesterday, at two in the 
€ I am convinced that you will credit the assurance which I 
give you, that [ condole with you most sincerely upon this 
misfortune, of the extent of which no man is more capable thas 
myself of forming an estimate, from the knowledge which I 
had, and the just estimate which [ had formed my own 
opinion of the merits of your son. 

‘ You will always regret and lament his loss, I am convinced ; 
but I hope that you will derive some consolation from the re- 
flection that he fell in the performance of his duty, at the head 
of your brave regiment, loved and respected by ail that knew 
him, in an action in which, if possible, the British troops sur- 
passed every thing they had ever done before, and of which 
the result was most honorable to his Majesty's arms. 

‘ At all events, Providence having deprived you of your 
son, I cannot conceive a string of circumstances more ho- 
norable and glorious than those under which he lost his life, 
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in the cause of his country. Believe me, however, that 
although I am fully alive to all these honorable circumstances 
attending his death, I most t sincerely condole with you upon 
your loss. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Major General A. Cameron.’ 4 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Alerander Campbell. 
‘ Sir, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 15th Muy, 1812. 

‘ Adverting to your report of the transactions of the morn- 
ing of the 11th instant, in the pursuit of the garrison of 
Almeida, I have to state that nothing has given me more 
concern than the conduct of Lieut. Colonel of the 
regiment. 

‘When the enemy had passed the bridge of Barba del 
Puerco, the farther pursuit of their troops was useless; and 
every step taken beyond the point to which the Lieut. Colonel 
was ordered to proceed, was one of risk to the officers and 
soldiers under his command, from which the retreat was next 
to impossible. The Lieut. Colonel did not know possibly that 
the whole of the 2nd corps d'armée were at St. Felices, but a 
short distance on the other side of Barba del Puerco, and upon 
hearing the firing, formed upon the Agueda to protect the retreat 
of those troops ; he knew, however, that the garrison of Almeida, 
although, perhaps, in disorder, were a body far superior in 
numbers to those he had under his command, and he did not 
know what troops were in St. Felices to support them. ‘This 
advance, however, and his passage of the bridge, was an im- 
prudence to which all the losses of the day must be attributed. 

‘ The frequent instances which have occurred lately of severe 
loss, and, in some instances, of important failure, by officers 
Jeading the troops beyond the point to which they are ordered 
and beyond all bounds, such as the loss of the prisoners taken 
in front of the village of Fuentes, on the 3rd and 5th instant ; 
the loss incurred by the 13th light dragoons, near and at 
Badajoz, on the 25th March ; the severe loss incurred by the 
troops in the siege of Badajoz on the right ef the Guadiana 
on the 10th instant ; and the loss incurred by Licut. Colonel 
on the 11th instant, have induced me to determine 
VOL. VIL 2 u 
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to bring before a General Court Martial, for disobedience 
of orders, any officer who shall, in future, be guilty of this 
conduct. 

‘I entertain no doubt of the readiness of the officers and 
soldiers of the army to advance upon the enemy ; but it is my 
duty, and that of every General and other Officer in command, 
to regulate this spirit, and not to expose the soldiers to contend 
with unequal numbers in situations disadvantageous to them ; 
and, above all, not to allow them to follow up trifling advan- 
tages, to situations in which they cannot be supported, from 
which their retreat is not secure, and in which they incor the 
risk of being prisoners to the enemy they had before beaten. 

‘ The desire to be forward in engaging the enemy is not un- 
common in the British army ; but that quality which I wish to 
see the officers possess, who are at the head of the troops, is a 
cool, discriminating judgment in action, which will enable them 

to decide with promptitude how far they can, and ought to go, 
with propriety ; and to convey their orders, and act with such 
vigor and decision, that the soldiers will look up to them 
with confidence, in the moment of action, and obey them with 
alacrity. 

‘The officers of the army may depend upon it, that the 
enemy to whom they are opposed are not less prudent than 
they are powerful. Notwithstanding what has been printed in 
gazettes and newspapers, we have never seen small bodies, un- 
supported, opposed to large; nor has the experience of any 
officer realized the stories, which all have read, of whole armies 
being driven by a handful of light infantry or dragoons, 

‘I trust that this letter, copies of which I propose to circulate 
to the General Officers commanding divisions, with directions 
to circulate it among the officers of the army, will have the 
effect of inducing them to reflect seriously upon the duties 
which they have to perform before the enemy, and to avoid the 
error which is the subject of it, which is really become one of 
serious detriment to the army and to the public interests. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Major Gen. Alex. Campbell. ‘WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


¢ My Lorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1811. 

‘ I beg leave again to draw your Lordship’s attention to the 
orders of the Admiralty, that neither prisoners ner deserters 
from the enemy shall be sent to England. 

‘Under your Lordship’s former orders many deserters have 
been enlisted into regiments, some of them not serving in this 
country; and these are all waiting at Lisbon for leave to be 
removed to England ; and of course a considerable expense is 
incurred in provisioning them. Those enlisted with regiments 
serving in this country ought likewise to be sent to depôts 
elsewhere, as they are generally addicted to desertion ; and 
the desertion of the foreign treops from this army is not only 
very disgraceful, but very inconvenient, en account of the 
information whieh they convey to the enemy, which is fre- 
quently the only information which they can acquire. 

‘ In a recent instance twenty-six men who had been enlisted 
from the prisons at Cadiz, and had belonged to Dupont's 
army, deserted frem the Chasseurs Britanniques in one night ; 
and it frequently bappens that twelve desert io a night from 
that regiment, and from the Brunswick Gels corps. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
+ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpooi, 
Secretary of State. 

4 My Lorp, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1811. 

‘No part of the enemy’s army remained on the left of the 
Agueda on the evening of the 10th instant, excepting one 
brigade of cavalry, close to the bridge at Ciudad Rodrigo. 
The 2nd corps had crossed at Barba del Puerco and the ford 
of Val de Espino, and were cantoned in that neighbourhood ; 
and our advanced posts were upon the Azava and the Lower 
Agueda. | 

‘The 6th division resumed the duty of the blockade of 
Almeida on that evening; and Major General Sir William 
Erskine was ordered to send a battalion to Barba del Puerce 
to guard the bridge there, which had been previously ordered, 
and had been posted, to observe the passages of the Dos 
Casas between Aldea del Obispo and Barba del Puerco. 

‘The enemy blew up some mines which they had cos- 
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structed in the works of Almeida at a little before one of the 
morning of the 11th, and immediately attacked the piquets 
by which the place was observed, and forced their way through 
them. They fired but little ; and they appear to have marched 
between the bodies of troops posted to support the piquets; 
and in particular could not have passed far from the right of 
the Queen’s regiment. 

‘Upon the first alarm Brigadier General Pack, who was at 
Malpartida, joined the piquets, and continued to follow and to 
fire upon the enemy as a guide for the march of the other 
troops employed in the blockade; and Major General Camp- 
bell marched from Malpartida with a part of the 1st battalion 
36th regiment. But the enemy continued their march in a 
solid, compact body, without firing; and were well guided 
between the positions occupied by our troops. 

‘The 4th regiment, which was ordered to occupy Barba 
del Puerco, unfortunately missed the road, and did not arrive 
there till the enemy had reached the place, and commenced to 
descend to the bridge, and at the same moment with the 36th 
regiment with Major General Campbell; and the light batta- 
lions of the 5th division which Major General Sir William 
Erskine had detached from Aldea del Obispo to Barba del 
Puerco, as soon as he had heard that the enemy had come out 
from Almeida. 

‘The enemy suffered very considerable loss, both in pri- 
soners and in killed and wounded, as well in the march from 
Almeida as in the passage of the Agueda. It appears that 
that part of the 2nd corps which were in St. Felices formed 
upon the river, to protect their passage, as soon as they heard 
the firing; and Lieut. Colonel of the —th, who had 
crossed with a detachment of the —th and —th regiments, was 
obliged to retire with some loss. 

‘IT enclose the reports of Major General Campbell, Briga- 
dier General Pack, and other officers employed, upon the 
transactions of this night; to which I add the reports of 
General Regnier and of General Brenier to the Prince of 
Essling, which have been intercepted and brought to me. 
From the former your Lordship will observe that the arrival 
of the garrison at Barba del Puerco was entirely unexpected ; 
and that it was, as reported in my letter of the 10th instant, 
left to its fate by the enemy. 
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‘ The enemy are indebted for the small part of the garrison 
which they have saved principally to the unfortunate mistake 
of the road to Barba del Puerco by the 4th regiment. During 
the whole period of the blockade, but particularly during the 
period that the enemy’s army were between the Dos Casas 
and the Azava, the garrison were in the habit of firing cannon 
during the night; and the piquets near the place were fre- 
quently attacked. On the night of the 7th there had been a 
very heavy fire of cannon from the place, and tlie piquets were 
attacked; and another on the night of the 8th; and the 
Queen’s regiment in particular, and the other troops employed 
in the blockade, were induced to believe that the explosion 
which they heard on the morning of the 11th was of the same 
description with those which they had heard on the preceding 
nights; and the Queen’s regiment did not move at all, nor the 
other troops, till the cause of the explosion had been ascer- 
tained. 

‘Since the 11th instant the enemy have continued their 
retreat towards the Tormes; and it has been reported to me 
that they have crossed that river, and are on their march 
towards the Douro. But I have not received this report from 
any authority on which I can rely. 

‘I have detached from this army, into the Alentejo, the 3rd 
and th divisions of infantry; and I have ordered the 2nd 
bussars, which have arrived at Celorico, to march in that 
direction likewise. My reason for making this detachment is 
to be able to support Sir William Beresford in strength, if the 
enemy should attempt to interrupt the siege of Badajoz; and 
as all is now quiet on this frontier, I propose to return to the 
Alentejo in the course of a few days. 

‘Sir William Beresford invested Badajoz on both sides of 
the Guadiana on the 8th, and broke ground on both sides on 
that night. The enemy made a sortie, and endeavored to pre- 
vent our troops from occupying the ground, from which they 
were to direct thcir attack against the outwork of St. Christoval, 
but the enemy were driven in. They had made another sortie 
on the morning of the 1Uth, in large force, and were driven in 
again by our troops; but I am concerned to add that our loss 
upon this occasion was very severe, owing to the gallant but 
imprudent advance of the troops quite to the glacis of St. 
Christoval, and to a situation in which they were exposed to 
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the fire of muskctry and grape from that outwork, as well as 
from the body of the place. I have not received the official 
reports of Sir William Beresford of these transactions, nor of 
his opening his fire, which, I have reason to believe, commenced 
on the Pardalera, Picurina, and St. Christoval, on the morn- 
ing of the 11th. 

‘Your Lordship will observe from Major General Camp- 
bell’s report of the transactions at Barba del Puerco, that the 
same imprudence to which | have above referred was the cause 
of the loss sustained upon that occasion; and all the los 
of prisoners in the action at Fuentes de Oñoro on the 3rd and 
5th instant, was to be attributed to the impetuosity of the 
officers and troops, which could not be kept within bounds. 

"The corps of Spanish troops under General Blake, which 
had been landed in the Guadiana, had drawn near the frontiers 
of Estremadura, in order to co-operate with Sir William Beres- 
ford in the attack of Badajoz; and I understand that Marshal 
Soult is employed in fortifying Seville, where he has collected 
a large body of troops. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. | ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘“P.S. I enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the 
troops engaged at Barba del Puerco. 


Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Army under the 
Command of Lieut. General Lord Viscount Wellington, K.B., at 
Barba dei Puerco, on the 11th May, 1811. 


‘Head Quarters, Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1811. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


6 My pear Lonn, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 15th May, 1811. 

‘ You will receive by this post the account of the blowing 
up of Almeida; and although I belicve that we have taken or 
destroyed the greatest part of the garrison, I have never been 
so much distressed by any military event as by the escape of 
even a man of them. 

‘The enemy having retired across the Azava during the 
night of the 9th, I went forward in the morning to observe 
their subsequent movements. About one o'clock of the day 
of the 10th, having seen their whole army in march to cross the 
Agueda, I sent orders for the right of the army to resume 
their cantonments on the Dos Casas; the advanced guard and 
cavalry upon the Azava and Upper Agueda; the 5th division 
(Sir W. Erskine) to send a regiment to Barba del Puerco; 
and the 6th division (Major General Campbell) to resume the 
blockade of Almeida. 

‘Sir W. Erskine was dining with Sir Brent Spencer at head 
quarters, and received his orders about four o’clock ; and he says 
he sent them off forthwith to the 4th regiment, which were 
stationed, under former orders, on the Dos Casas, half way 
between Aldea del Obispo and Barba del Puerco. General 
Campbell called upon me about half-past five or six o'clock, 
and told me that, before dark, his division would have resumed 
their positions for the blockade. 

‘ At about half-past twelve the place was blown up; and the 
garrison had about fourteen miles to march to Barba del 
Puerco, and nearly the same distance to the only fords on the 
Agueda, the whole of which were occupied by our dragoons. 

‘General Pack and General Campbell both expected that 
the garrison would attempt to escape, and were both at Mal- 
partida, about four miles from Almeida, on the road towards 
the Agueda and Barba del Puerco. General Pack joined the 
piquets, and followed the enemy with ten men, and kept upa 
fire upon them, as a guide to the other troops, which he sup- 
posed were following. General Campbell did follow with eight 
companies of the 36th regiment. The 8th Portuguese regi- 
ment under Lieut. Colonel Douglas, which were at Junça, on 
the south-west side of Almeida, marched when the explosion 


552 PORTUGAL. 1811. 


was heard, and arrived at Barba del Puerco before the French; 
but finding nobody there excepting a piquet of cavalry, they 
the Dos Casas again, and thus missed them. 

‘ The Queen’s regiment, which were within a mile of Almeida, 
on the road to Malpartida, were not aware that the place was 
blown up, and did not march at a ; and the 4th regt.,which it is 
said did not receive their orders before midnight, and had only 
two and a half miles to march, missed their road, and did not 
arrive at Barba del Puerco till after the French, and with Gene- 
rai Campbell and General Pack ; and the flatrk battalions of the 
5th division, which Sir W. Erskime had detached from Aldea 
del Obispo (so long after he had heard the explosion, that 
he had sent an officer to Almeida, between five and six miles, 
to ascertain what it was, and this officer had returned), arrived 
nearly at the same time. 

‘The other corps of the 6th division had marched different 
distances in pursuit of the enemy ; but excepting the 86th, and 
the 8th Portuguese, none had crossed the Turon. 

‘Thus your Lordship will see that, if the 4th regt. had 
received the orders, issued at one, before it was dark at eight 
o'clock at night, or if they had net missed their road, the 
garrison must have laid dewn their arms; and the same would 
have occurred if Lieut. Colonel Douglas had remained at 
Barba del Puerco ; and possibly the same would have occurred 
had the pursuit been judiciously managed. 

‘ Possibly I have to reproach myself for not having been on 
the spot ; but really, when the enemy’s whole army had crossed 
the Agueda, with the exception of one brigade of cavalry, in 
front of Ciudad Rodrigo, I did not think it probable that the 
attempt to escape would be made ; and having employed two 
divisions and a brigade, to prevent the escape of 1400 men, 
who I did not think it likely would attempt to escape, the 
necessity of my attending personally to this operation, after I 
had been the whole day on the Azava, did not occur to me. 
However, it is that alone in the whole operation in which I 
have to reproach myself, as every thing was done that could 
be done in the way of order and instruction. 

‘I certainly feel, every day, more and more the difficulty 
of the situation in which I am placed. I am obliged to 
be every where, and if absent from any operation, something 


goes wrong. It is to be hoped that the General and other 
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officers of the army will at last atquire that experience which 
-will teach them that success can be attained only by attention 
to the most minute details ;. and by tracing every part of every 
‘operation from its origin to its conclusion, point by point, and 
ascertaining that the whole is understood by these who are to 
execute it. | | 

‘ Believe me, &c. | : 
* The Kart of Liverpool. | € WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM 
For Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
‘15th May, 1811. 

‘ By all accounts which I have received, it appears that the 
enemy have retired beyond the Formes, leaving a garrison in 
Ciudad Rodrigo, with but a small body of cavalry attached to 
them. It is even reported that they have crossed the Tormes, 

‘and have moved towards the Douro; but of this report I have 

no certainty. It is probable, however, that some time will 
elapse before the French army, in this part of Spain, will be 
capable of making any movement against the allies. 

* Having made so considerable a detachment of the army to 
the south, it is necessary that what remains of this army should 
be for the present on the defensive. 

‘ If, therefore, the enemy should collect again a large force 
upon Ciudad Rodrigo, it will be necessary that our army should 
be collected about Nave d’Aver, still, however, holding its 
advanced posts upon the Azava; and that it should be pre- 
pared, if necessary, to fall back upon the position behind Aldea 
Velha, Alfayates, &c., and its left towards Badamalos, and 
thence to the position with its right behind Soito and the left 
to Rendo; and thence across the Coa to Sabugal. | 

‘If the collection of the enemy should be of such force, or 
made under such circumstances, as to create a belief that they 
will enter Portugal with a view to establish themselves again 
in the country, it will be necessary that the troops in this part 
of the country should fall back, when necessary, from Sabugal 
upon Belmonte, and thence by the Estrada Nova towards the 
Zezere. 

‘ The strong country, however, between Belmonte and the 
Zezere must not be given up in a hurry; and a magazine, for 


a few days, should be formed at Belmonte, and care should be 
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Lares. Guerre, Tecan: Weiungtes. K_B. to Major General Picton. 

“Mr =raz Siz, * Sabugal, 16th May, 1511. 

- Toe terre cf 5x letter is attached, in some manner or 
ether, :2 25 Portuguese brigade of mfantry in the Srd division; 

221 I focod him emproved here embargoing mules, by order 
of Cowen: Sutzon, with a guard of one of the regiments of the 
brizace, ad he embargoes those belonging to the army, which 
are. I besteve, the only mules in the country. This irregu- 
larity cannot be permitted, and I shall be obliged to you if you 
will desire Colonei Sutton to adopt some other mode of com- 
pleting the bngade in mules besides that of pressing those 
already in the Bnush service, by means of the Portuguese 
soldiers. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Mujor Generul Picton.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Major General Howorth. 


« Sin, ‘ Sabugal, 16th May, 1811. 

‘I request that you will adopt measures to have the carriages 
of the 24 pounders, as well as the mortar beds and howitzer 
carriages, in the garrison of Almeida, put in a state to be fit 
for service. It is desirable that these carriages should be 
parked in a separate place on the ramparts; and that those 
belonging to guns of other calibres should, in like manner, be 
parked, those of each calibre by themselves, so as to be in 
readiness to be either removed or destroyed, according to the 
orders which may hereafter be given respecting them. 

‘I also request you to have the several carts and transport 
carriages in the garrison examined ; and let those be set apart 
which are fit for any service, and the others likewise brought 
together for the farther disposal of them. 

‘It is desirable that measures should be adopted to enable 
you to have the guns in the fort drilled when I shall send you 
directions for that purpose; and that you should, therefore, 
send to Lisbon, without loss of time, for the persons who are 
able to perform this work, with the instruments which they 
require for it. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
« Major General Howorth. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
| Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Sabugal, 16th May, 1811. 

‘When the army were employed on the pursuit of the 
enemy out of Portugal, the Light division of infantry and the 
cavalry were placed under the directions of Major Gencral Sir 
W. Erskine, which has led to an alteration of the organization 
of the army that may be very inconvenient. 

‘ Although the cavalry may at times be joined to one, or 
more divisions of the army for particular services, and that 
the senior officer present would of course command the whole ; 
still each division, as well as the cavalry, must be considered 
as a separate body, under its own commanding officer, for all 
matters of interior regulation, having its staff officers and de- 
partments exclusively attached to it, and employed under the 
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drections of the General OfGcer commandsag the divisions, in 
the duties of the division to which they are attached. 

* In ali duties of a general nature, of course the senior officer 
of the two, or three divisions, acting together, would give hss 
directions, ami would be responsible, leaving the execution of 
the duty to be performed by each division, under the direction 
of its commending officer, who would be responsible to him fer 
æ As the Light division and the cavalry were a good deal 
jemubled together on the late service, I had determined to draw 
this line, but I forgot it before I came away ; and I shall be 
obliged to vou if vou will commumcate this letter to Sir 
Stapleton Cotton and General Craufard. 

* As for our advanced guard, at present [ think it ought to 
Pack ought to have two squadrons of Portoguese cavalry wit 
his post at Barba del Puerco, &e. 

* Sir Stapleton will deade whether be will remain forward 
with these four squadrons, taking the command of the advanced 
guard on the principle above laid down ; or whether the four 
down, with the Light divison under the orders of General 
Craufurd. In either case Sir Stapleton will of course relieve 
the four squadrons as often as be may think it expedient. 

‘lL also forgot to mention that Colonel Hervey, of the 14th, 
asked me for leave to go into the Alentejo, to which I have no 
objection. ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ‘ VVELLIXGTOs. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, KB. to Marshal 
Sir 1. C. Beresford, KB. 

‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Sabogal, 16th May, 1811. 

‘ I received last night your letters of the 12ch and 13th, and 
1 immediately determined to set out for the Alentejo, to which 
quarter I had intended to go in a day, or two, at all events. 

‘1 am much concerned to hear of your want of provisions. 
Mr. Kennedy tells me that he never heard even of the proba- 
bility of want, excepting of corn, and of cattle, which he had 
ordered to be supplied ; that there are in Abrantes, he believes, 
above 700,000 rations of biscuit, and that no post ever comes 
from Lisbon that does not bring him a report of articles sent 
for the use of the troops in Estremadura. 
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‘Unless I should see reason on the road to move more 
quickly, I shall be at Elvas on the ®1st. I should hope that 
you have been able to leave some troops long enough near 
Badajoz, to have time to move off all your stores, if you had 
begun on the night of the 11th and 12th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. - ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 


« My peur Sir, ‘Sabugal, 16th May, 1811. 

‘In consequence of the reports which I received last night 
from Marshal Beresford, dated the 12th and 13th, I set out 
this morning for the Alentejo. I shall be at Castello Branco 
on the 18th, Portalegre the 20th, and Elvas the 21st, unless I 
shall see reason on the road to go a little quicker. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

+ C. Stuart, Esq.’ | ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K. B. 
‘ Pedrogaô, 17th May, 1811. 
* My pear SPENCER, 4 past 2 P.M. 

‘In consequence of a letter of the 14th, which I have received 
from Beresford, I am about to go on to Castello Branco to- 
night, and I shall push on without my baggage to-morrow. 

‘ There is no very particular intelligence in the letter; but 
I see that he does not like his situation, and I think it best to 
go to him. 

‘I shall be obliged if you will desire Pakenham to corre- 
spond with the officers commanding at the hospitals at Celorico 
and Coimbra, and with Captain Tucker, to send to the regi- 
ments with you the men who may recover, as fast as they shall 
be well enough to move, according to our old regulation upon 
this subject. 

‘ Pray direct the General officers commanding divisions to 
keep the men in the habits of exercise, by marching occasionally. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
« Lieut. General * WELLINGTON. 

Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
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Lacudt. General acount Welkagion, A_R., to Lieut. Gearral 
Ser Breat Spencer, K-B. 
- Ms pram SPISCER, “Kavos. 19th Mas. 1611. 47.1. 

‘1 arived here this dav, and reeetved voor letter of the 
1th thas mormme. 

* Beresford had an action with the French at Albuera. on 
the 16th. im which he repulsed Soal:, but suffered great los. 
General Houghton and Sar Wilkam Mvers killed, and General 
Cae wounded. I do not vet know the particulars of the 
action, nor the extent of the loss but it is certainly very 
severe. 

‘ I understand that Soult retired on the morning of the 1Sth, 
and that Beresford marched to S&* Marta: but of this I am 
not Certain. 

- Ï understand that the Spamards did not behave ill, and 
their loss has been heavy ; the Portuguese were but little en- 
gaged: those that were behaved well, and they have not suffered 
auch. 

“ Believe me, &c. 
+ Lieut. General * WELLINGTON. 
ber Brent Spencer, K.B. 


+ Will vou tell Sir Stapleton Cotton, that I have no objection 
«o his removing the head-quarters of the cavalry here; but he 
must leave with General Slade the means of carrying on the 
duts. 


Lieus. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir .C. Beresford, KB. 
._ “Ælras, 19th May, 1811. 
- Mr pear Beresrorp, à past 4 P. x. 
« J arrived here about two this day, and received your letter 
of the 17th. I had not received any from you since the 14th. 
« Your loss. by all accounts, has been very large ; but I hope 
that it will not prove so large as was at first supposed. You 
could not be successful in such an action without a large loss, 
and we must make up our minds to affairs of this kind some- 
ti or give up the game. 
As I ar you have marched to S* Marta, and I sce that 
some troops have taken up the ground before Badajoz, I do 
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not propose to move from hence in the morning, unless I 
should hear from you this evening. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Peacocke. 


€ My pear Sir, © Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

‘ You will have heard that Marshal Beresford fought a 
severe action on the 16th, in consequence of which it is neces- 
sary that all the medical and surgical attendance which our 
hospitals at Lisbon can afford should be sent as soon as pos- 
sible, together with 2000 sets of bedding. Desire the medical 
gentlemen at the head of the hospitals at Lisbon to act upon 
this order, respecting which I shall write to Dr. Frank. 

‘I also request that one company of British artillery may be 
sent here without delay, by the usual route and stages. Desire 
Colonel Fisher to settle which company it shall be; and tell 
him that I shall write upon this subject to Major General 
Howorth. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Brig. General Peacocke. * WELLINGTON. 


‘ Besides the company of artillery above mentioned, it will 
be necessary to send here three officers of the civil department 
of the ordnance who have some intelligence.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dr. Frank. 


¢ My DEAR Sir, . ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

‘ You will have heard that Sir William Beresford fought a 
severe action on the 16th; the result of which is a great num- 
ber of wounded in the hospitals, in addition to a considerable 
number which were already here. 

‘ The gentleman here appears to me to be doing every thing 
that is in his power, and has written to Lisbon for further 
assistance. I have written also to General Peacocke, and have 
desired that all possible assistance may be sent here, and 
2000 sets of bedding. It is impossible to calculate the 
number of wounded there will be; but I should think at least 
that number. You will know best whether, from the state of 
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the hospitais eisewhere, st will be pomble to send assistance 
from other quarters. 

€ Believe me, &c. 
« De. From. © WELLINGTON. 


¢] tave desired Mr. Hogg to take care not to allow his hos- 
pitus tere to become too crowded, and to evacuate upon 
Eatremoa = time. 


Larnt. General Fiscount Wellengion, K.P., to Major Gen. Howorth. 


6 My pran Sre, ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

‘In consequence of the loss of artillerymen in the late 
action. and the want of them in this quarter, I have written to 
General Peacocke to desire him to send here a company of 
Royal artillery, of those now at or near Lisbon, upon which 
Colunel Fisher will make the necessary arrangements. 

‘ From what I hear, I think it probable that we shall have 
to transfer our German brigade to the Royal artillery, keeping 
only ome German brigade with the army. 

© Believe me, &c. 
+ May General HrarortÀ. ‘WELLINGTON. 


« P.S. I have desired General Peacocke to send here three 
officers of the civil department of the ordnance, besides the 
company of Bnitish artillery. Upon recollection, we have at 
Lisbon a German company of artillery. I shall not determine, 
therefore, whether our German brigade shall be broken up, till 
I hear from you.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

© My pear BeresrorpD, ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 5 p.m. 

‘ It is reported that you are coming here this day; but lest 
you should not, I write to tell you, that unless I should hear, 
during the night, that you are coming to-morrow, I shall go to 
Valverde by the ford over the Guadiana, by which I crossed 
before ; and from thence to Albuera, if I should not find you 
at Valverde. My baggage will not be up till to-morrow or next 
day ; therefore I must live upon you. 

‘ Belicve me, &c. 


nn. ‘ous Sir W. C. Bereeford, K.B: WetLiNaror. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshat 
Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 9 p.m. 
‘ Arbuthnot is arrived ; and as I find you are at Albucra, 
and it appears desirable that you should remain there, I 
shall go straight there in the morning, not going by Val- 
verde. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


«My pear Sir, ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

‘1 shall be very much obliged to you if you will allow 
certain sheep belonging to General the Hon. C. Stewart, to 
the number of 1200, to go to England in the empty transports, 
or store ships, about to be sent home. He communicated 
with the Transport Board on this subject when he was in 
England, and understood there was no objection ; and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will signify to Captain Poulder your 
consent to the removing the sheep in the transports: of course 
the General's agent will put fodder on board for them. 

‘Iam much obliged to you for having ordered the ships 
you mention in your letter of the 13th to the Mondego. 

‘ You will have heard of the Marshal's action on the 16th: 
the fighting was desperate, and the loss of the British has 
been very severe; but adverting to the nature of the con- 
test, and the manner in which they held their ground against 
all the efforts the whole French army could make against them, 
notwithstanding all the losses which they had sustained, | 
think this action one of the most glorious and honorable to the 
character of the troops of any that has been fought during the 
war. 

‘I arrived here only yesterday, and have net yet seen the 
Marshal, and do not know, and can scarcely form a guess, 
what the loss is. Generals Houghton, Sir William Myers, 
and poor Duckworth, are killed; and Gencral Cole, Colonels 
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be proved. that fer severa! mpuths the officers have not been 
paid, and f:r a coosderable time the soldiers have not been 
paid, there ts ground for serious representation, and even 
report to our Government. I do not believe there is any 
pecu:ation among the heads of the Government, but there is 
gross misappiication of funds. The Junta de Viveres, and 
the Junta of the Arsenal, are connected possibly in trade, but 
certainly by friendship or acquaintance, with all the merchants 
and dealers of Lisbon; and those who could best afford to 
wait for their money, are, and have been, invariably paid 
regularly ; while the dealers in the country and the officers 
and troops wait, and the former are never paid. The fears 
of the Government, and their desire of popularity, lead to the 


* Of the 23rd Welsh Fusileers, afterwards killed at Waterloo, 
+ Major General Sir Edward Blakeney, K.C.B. 
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same disposal of funds by their authority ; and this evil is one 
of those which I expected would be remedied by the abolition 
of the Junta de Viveres. 

‘In respect to the payments to the chest of the “ Aids,” 
you will recollect that upon an estimate of the expenses of the 
British army in Portugal, compared with the amount of the 
subsidy, it was settled that the Portuguese Government, 
having a demand of about £80,000 per mensem, should re- 
ceive a certain proportion, two sevenths, of the sums raised by 
bills at Cadiz, Gibraltar, or Lisbon, or sent from England to 
the Commissary General. After this arrangement was made, 
the strength and the expense of the British army were much 
increased, and the proportions ought to have been altered ; 
but still they were continued as settled, and the Portuguese 
Government received in money only, last year, much more than 
the subsidy. Then lately we have increased the expense of 
the British Commissariat by undertaking to feed six Portu- 
guese brigades of infantry, and a proportion of the artillery ; 
and of course not only this would alter the proportions by 
adding to our expense, but would diminish the demand for 
money subsidy by the Portuguese Government. 

On these grounds I conceive that it will be found that, in 
the months of March and April, they have been overpaid ; 
and I hope soon to be able to send you the accounts of our 
demands for the provisions to the 24th of April, and hereafter 
regularly for every month before its close. 

‘In this statement I have not adverted to the new subsidy, 
as I conceive it is not the intention of the King’s Government 
that any part of it should be given till the reforms, which have 
been suggested, shall be made. But there is another reason 
for not giving more to the Portuguese Government, which is, 
that we have it not to give. ‘his part of the army have now 
three months’ pay due to them, the other two months, and 
there is not a shilling here to pay them. It is perfectly true 
that Major Arentschild left the reserve of his artillery, that is, 
the spare ammunition, at Saragoca, between Celorico and 
Ponte da Murcella. Why? because his mules and cattle had 
been starved on the Rio Mayor, and could not draw it any 
farther ; and because the magistrates of the country would 
supply no means of transport to draw it on. 

‘ I do not know the person at Batalha, and the British 
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head quarters were never there. I have no objection, how- 
ever, to any advance you please to make to the person you 
mention ; but | should think that it cannot be made in money. 
© Believe me, &c. 
‘C. Stuart, Esq. © WELLINGTON. 
‘You do not mention whether you received my letter en- 
closing one for the Prince Regent of Portugal.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
‘ My. pear Sir, ‘ Elvas, 20th May, 1811. 

‘ I enclose the copy of a Memorandum which has been put 
into my hands by Major Dickson of the artillery, regarding 
the march of certain guns demanded for the service of this 
garrison from Lisbon. I trust that the movement of these 
guns has not been suspended, as their early arrival is very 
important ; and I shall be obliged to you if you will make 
inquiry upon this subject. 

‘ Jam not able to give you any details upon the battle of 
the 16th, as I have not seen or heard from the Marshal. Our 
loss is very large; but we must expect loss whenever we cn- 
gage the British troops with the Spaniards as allies. 

‘ The Spaniards, by all accounts, behaved remarkably well; 
but they were immovable; and their want of discipline, and 
of the power of manceuvring, appears to me to have created a 
necessity for using the British infantry in all parts of the field, 
and to have thrown upon us the great burden of the battle. 
This was exactly the case in the battle of Talavera ; and only 
that the Spanish troops were more distant from the fire, I 
suspect it was the case at the battle of Barrosa. 

‘I have received your letter of the 17th, and return the 
newspapers. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ C, Stuart, Esq. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

‘I think it very desirable that, if possible, no flying details 
of the battle of Albuera should go home till Sir William 
Beresford’s report shall be sent. I conclude that the account 
that there had been a battle went by the mail yesterday, which 
is of no importance ; but where there are many killed and 
wounded, the first reports arc not favorable, and it is not 
doing justice to the Marshal to allow them to circulate without 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 

‘ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘I went yesterday to Albuera, and saw the field of battle. 
We had a very good position, and I think should have gained 
a complete victory in it, without any material loss, if the Spa- 
niards could have manceuvred, but unfortunately they cannot. 

* The French are retiring, but I do not think it clear that they 
are going beyond the Sierra Morena. As 1 know you have 
plenty of correspondents, I do not give you any details of the 
action here, or of our loss. I think the action, upon the whole, 
to be the most honorable to the troops that they have been 
engaged in during the war. 

* Belicve me, &c. 

* Lieut. Gen. Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. ‘WELLINGTON. 


‘TI received your letter of the 20th this morning ; I think — 
it appears that the enemy's loss cannot be less than between 
8000 and 9000 men.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘I have received the directions of the Secretary of State to 
request that you will send to Cork tonnage to convey to Por- 
tugal 200 horses for the Royal Artillery, and likewise tonnage 
to convey to Portugal the Enniskillen Dragoons, consisting of 
680 horses; and that you will send all the remainder of the 
tonnage for horses, which may be, or may arrive, in the Tagus, 
to Plymouth, to convey from thence remount horses for the 
different services. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Vice Admiral € WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
* My DEAR Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 
‘I am about to send Colonel Arbuthnot home with the 
accounts of Sir William Beresford’s action of the 16th instant, 


and I shall be very much obliged to vou if vou will sad a 
ship of war with him, as it is desirable that be should arrive 
as soon as possible. He goes to Lisbon with this letter, and 
the dispatches will follow him to-morrow or next dav. 
‘ Believe me, ke. | 
‘ Vice Admiral « WELLIScTOs. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K B., to Marahal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K-B. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1511. 11 a= 

‘I have received your letter of yesterday, and I shall send 
to England your official letter, and the intercepted enclosure. 
I think that Gazan’s letter refers to the march of the wounded, 
with whom he is, he being himself wounded. I believe the 
confusion is there, but I doubt there being much among the 
others, excepting the plunder, which is not unusual wherever 
the French troops are. It is very desirable, therefore, that 
you should not go too far from our main object. 

«I think it probable, from one part of Gazan's letter (that in 
which he says that he has sent to order the troops at Almaraz to 
join Soult), that the latter proposes to maintain himself in Estre- 
madura, and has sent back only his wounded, covering them 
by the troops with himself. There is an expression in the 
odrer of the 19th at Solana, respecting the distribution which 
will be made from the resources of the country, which would 
tend to show that that is their object, and the march on Los 
Santos would show the same. 

‘I do not know what to do about the French wounded at 
Albuera. We must remove our own in the first instance, 
and I will then endeavor to remove them; but we are very 
hard run for carriages. You should leave some few men and 
an officer to take care of them, and some provisions for them. 

‘Believe me, &c. 


* Murshal Sir IV. C. Beresford, KB.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
¥ DEAR SIR, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 
In answer to your letter of the 20th instant, I have to in- 


you, that I have no arms to give to Souza. 
“In answer to your letter of the 18th, I must only say, that 
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I have not leisure to read long papers, which are called docu- 
ments, but which contain not one syllable of truth. I have 
no money to give to the Portuguese Government; and I be- 
lieve it was never intended by our Government that they 
should have the increased subsidy (nor do I believe they have 
any official knowledge of its grant) till they shall make the 
necessary alterations in their military system to render it effi- 
cient; I do not think they have any right to mention the in- 
creased subsidy in an official document; nor can they say 
with any truth, that any part of the old subsidy is in arrears. 

‘1 have written my opinion of the state of affairs to the 
British Government, and the Portuguese Government will 
find that their intrigues and their folly will end in the ruin of 
their country. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

+ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose my dispatch of the 15th in- 
stant to the Secretary of State, likewise that of this date, in 
the last of which you will find copies of Marsha] Beresford’s 
reports of his operations before Badajoz, and of the action of 
the 16th instant at Albuera. | 

‘I beg that you will do me the favor to congratulate the 
Regency upon this success, and to express the satisfaction 
with which I have read Marshal Sir William Beresford'e 
reports of the conduct of the Spanish General Officers, Offi- 
cers, and troops, throughout the action, as well as in the ope- 
rations previous to it. 

‘In my letter of the 9th instant, I transmitted the copy of 
my letter to General Castaños, and the memorandum on the 
plan of operations, and F omit now to enclose another copy ; 
but I send you the copy of his answer to me, and of my letter 
to him of the 13th instant. 

‘ In my opinion, nothing can be more honorable to General 
Castafios than this act of self denial, which I hope will be 
duly appreciated by the Regency, as it is by me. 

€ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
« My near Henry, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘We have had warm work here; however, I hope that the 
French have suffered more than we have. 

‘I mean, if Soult goes far enough from me, te renew the 
operations of the siege of Badajoz, but he will soon have a 
large reinforcement from Castille, and another such battle 
would ruin us. 

“The Spanish troops, I understand, behaved admirably; 
they stood like stocks, both parties at times firing on them, 
but they were quite immovable, and this is the great cause of 
all our losses. After they had lost their position, the natural 
thing to do, would have been to attack it with the nearest 
Spanish troops, but they eould not be moved; the British 
troops were the next, and they were brought up, and must 
always in these cases be brought up, and they suffered 
accordingly. 

‘ The battle of Talavera was an example of the same defect 
in the Spanish troops; they could not be moved, however 
advantageous this movement might have been; and I suspect 
that the battle of Barrosa was something of the same kind. 

‘ It is searcely to be believed, that any officer who could de- 
pend upon the discipline of his troops in their movements, 
would have remained the quiet spectator of Such an action, at 
such a moment. 

‘From these circumstances, you will believe that I am not 
very easy about the result of another action, if we should be 
obliged to fight one. What a pity it is that the Spaniards 
will not set to work seriously to discipline their troops! We 
do what we please now with the Portuguese troops, we 
manceuvre them under fire equally with our own, and have 
some dependence on them ; but these Spaniards can do nothing, 
but stand still, and we consider ourselves fortunate if they 
do not run away. 

‘ Beresford tells me, that it would be a great point gained 
if Blake were to return to the Regency, as he is not very 
accommodating, although he adhered strictly to the letter of 
every thing I laid down for his guidance. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Rt. Hon. 1. Wellesley. ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Show every thing to Graham: 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Secretary to the Commander tn Chief. 
‘My pear Torrens, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘I write to the Commander in Chief this day, to recom- 
mend Captain Chapman for promotion to a majority by brevet ; 
and I send an official recommendation for Major the Hon. H. 
Arbuthnot * to be promoted to the Lieut. Colonelcy of the 52nd, 
and Rowan t tothe Majority. Besides this, E conceive that Wayt 
having lost his arm in the late action, the Commander in Chief 
would be disposed to give him the vacant Lieut. Colonelcy of 
the 29th, for which I long ago recommended him ; and thus 
some vacancies would be left among the brevet commissions. 
for which I was permitted to recommend. 

‘I have not yet been able to arrange the promotions, in 
consequence of the casualties in the recent battle; but there 
is one officer, Major L'Estrange §, of the 81st, whom I must 
recommend in the strongest manner for promotion in some 
way or other. After the other parts of the same brigade were 
swept off by the cavalry, this little battalion alone held its 
ground against all the colonnes en masse ! 

‘I desired Beresford to recommend Arbuthnot|| for one of 
the brevet Lieut. Colonelcies in the Portuguese service ; but 
the windfall of the action of the 16th will probably give him 
the rank. I havé@ not yet received from Beresford his list ; 
but [ shall be obliged to you if you will let Arbuthnot stand 
the first, if E should be able to transmit it by this dispatch, 
which at present is not very likely. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut. Colonel Torrens. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ The late action has made a terrible hole in our ranks; but 
I am working hard to set all to rights again.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
« the Commander tn Chief. 


‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 
‘When I had the honor of addressing you on the 14th 


* © Major General the Hon. H. Arbuthnot, C.B.’ 
¢ ‘ Colonel Rowan, C.B.’ 

t * Major General Sir G. Way, Kt.’ 

§ ‘ Major General Sir G. L'Estrange, K.C.B.' 

\| Major Gencral Sir Robert Arbuthnot, K.C.B.’ 
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instant, in consequence of the permission which you had given 
me, to recommend to your notice certain officers for promotion, 
I omitted the name of one, to whom I consider myself and the 
army more indebted than certainly to any other officer of his rank 
in the service: I mean Captain Chapman of the Royal Engi- 
neers, now Secretary to the Master General of the Ordnance. 

‘ Captain Chapman being absent from the army, and having 
understood that your Excellency was disposed to recommend 
that he might be promoted, and considering that he, as an 
officer of the corps of engineers, did not stand within the scope 
of your Excellency’s letter to me of the 23rd April, I omitted 
his name; but I beg to assure you, that the services rendered 
by Captain Chapman are of the highest description, and I ear- 
nestly entreat that he may be promoted to the rank of Major 
by brevet, in priority to any of those officers whom I recom- 
mended to your Excellency in my address of the 14th instant. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Right Hon. ©“ WELLINGTON. 
the Commander in Chief.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
the Commander in Chief. 

‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a report, which I 
have made to the Secretary of State, of the recent operations 
in this quarter by the troops under the command of Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, containing his reports to me of the 
operations of the siege of Badajoz, and of the action of the 
16th instant. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘The Right Hon, | ‘ WELLINGTON. 
the Commander in Chief. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Charles Yorke. 


‘ My Dear Sir, ‘ Elvgs, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘ I enclose a letter which I have received from Lieut. Colonel 
Cadogan, in which he has requested that I would recommend 
to your consideration his brother, Captain George Cadogan's 
claim for employment in the navy. I shall be much obliged to 
you if you will take these claims into consideration. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* The Right Hon. Charles Yorke.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 





\ 
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" Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to P. Colquhoun, Esq. 
« My pear Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the th instant, in which you 
have informed me of the loss which you and the country have 
sustained by the death of Lieut. Colonel Barclay. I assure 
you that there is no man more sensible than myself of the ex- 
cellent qualities of that gallant officer, and I lament his loss 
most sincerely. 

‘It gives me much concern to find that he has left his 
widow and child slenderly provided for; and I wish that I 
could relieve the affliction which you feel upon this occasion, and 
that provision should be made for them; but I have done every 
thing in my power to obtain it for them. I have written and 
forwarded your letter to Mr. Perceval, whom I have always 
found disposed to attend to my requests in favor of the families 
of officers who have lost their lives in the service; and I have 
earnestly entreated him to endeavor to provide for the family 
of the late Colonel Barclay. 


‘ Believe me, &c. 

« P. Colquhoun, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Spencer Perceval. 

‘6 My DEAR Sir, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 


‘ I enclose a letter which I have received from the father of 
the widow of a most respectable officer, the .late Colonel 
Barclay, of the 52nd regiment, giving me an account of his 
death, and apprizing me of the distressed circumstances in 
which he has left his family. Lieut. Colonel Barclay com- 
manded a brigade in the Light division, in which he had served 
during the entire war in the Peninsula, and he was wounded 
in the battle of Busaco, and never recovered. I believe that 
there was not a more meritorious officer in the army, and I beg 
leave to recommegd his widow to your favor and protection, 

‘I am very much obliged to you for your attention to my re- 
eommendation in favor of my friends, the Portuguese nation, 
who really deserve the generosity of the people of England. 
My soldiers have continued to show them every kindness in their 
power, as well as to the Spaniards. The village of Fuentes de 
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Onoro having been the field of battle the other day, and note 
having been much improved by this circumstance, they imme- 
diately, and voluntarily, subscribed to raise a sum of money to 
be given to the inhabitants as a compensation for the damage 
which their properties have sustained in the contest. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Right Hon. Spencer Perceval.’ * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lorp, ‘Elvas, 22nd May 1811. 

‘On the night of the 15th instant I received from Marshal 
Sir William Beresford letters of the 12th and 13th instant, 
which reported that Marshal Soult had broken up from Seville, 
and had advanced towards Estremadura, about the 10th, not- 
withstanding the reports which had been previously raised, 
that he was busily occupied in strengthening Seville, and the 
“approaches to that city, by works ; and that all his measures 
indicated an intention to remain on the defensive in An- 
dalusia. 

‘I therefore set out on the following morning from Villa 
Fermosa ; and having received further information of the 14th 
from Sir William Beresford, of the enemy's movements, I 
hastened my progress, and arrived here on the 19th, and found 
that Sir William Beresford had raised the siege of Badajoz, 
without the loss of ordnance or stores of any description, had 
collected the troops under his command, and had formed 
a junction with Generals Castafios and Blake, at Albuera, in 
the course of the lOth instant. He was attacked there on the 
16th, by the French army under the command of Marshal 
Soult; and after a most severe engagement, in which all the 
troops conducted themselves in the most gallant manner, Sir 
William Beresford gained the victory. The enemy retired in 
the night of the 17th instant, leaving between 900 and 1000 
wounded on the ground. Sir William Beresford sent the 
allied cavalry after them, and on the 19th in the morning rein- 
vested Badajoz. 

‘ I enclose the reports of Sir William Beresford of the 16th 
and 18th instant, on the operations of the siege to the moment 
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of raising it, and on the battle at Albuera * : and I beg to 
draw your Lordship’s attention to the ability, the firmness, and 


* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B., to Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. 


© My Lorp, ‘ Albuera, 18th May, 1811. 
‘ I have infinite satisfaction in communicating to your Lordship that the 
allied army, united here under my orders, obtained, on the 16th instant, after 
a most sanguinary contest, a complete victory over that of the enemy, com- 
manded by Marshal Soult; and I shall proceed to relate to your Lordship th 
circumstances. 

‘In a former report I have informed your Lordship of the advance of Marshal 
Soult from Seville, and I had in consequence judged it wise entirely to raise the 
siege of Badajoz, and prepare to meet him with our united forces, rather than, 
by looking to two objects at once, to risk the loss of both. 

‘ Marshal Soult, it appears, had been long straining every nerve to collect a 
force which he thought fully sufficient to his object for the relief of Badajoz; and 
for this purpose he had drawn considerable numbers from the corps of Marshal 
Victor and General Sebastiani, and also, I believe, from the French army of the 
centre. Having thus completed his preparations, he marched from Seville on 
the 10th instant, with a corps then estimated at 15,000 or 16,000 men, and was 
joined on descending into Estremadura by the corps under General Latour 
Maubourg, stated to be 5000 men. 

‘ His Excellency General Blake, as soon as he learned the advance of Marshal 
Soult, in strict conformity tothe plan proposed by your Lordship, proceeded to 
form his junction with the corps under my orders, and arrived at Valverde in 
person on the 14th instant, where, having consulted with his Excellency and 
General Castafios, it was determined to meet the enemy, and to give him battle. 

‘ On finding the determination of the enemy to relieve Badajoz, I had broken 
up from before that place, and marched the infantry to the position in front of 
Valverde, except the division of Major General the Hon. G. L. Cole, which 
with 2000 Spanish troops, I left to cover the removal of our stores. 

‘The cavalry, which had, according to orders, fallen back as the enemy ad- 

vanced, was joined at Santa Marta by the cavalry of General Blake; that of 
General Castajios, under the Count de Penne Villemur, had been always 
with it. 
. © As remaining at Valverde, though a stronger position, left Badajoz entirely 
open, I determined to take up a position (such as could be got, in this widely 
open country) at this place, thus standing directly between the enemy and 
Badajoz. 

‘ The army was therefore assembled here on the 15th instant. The corps of 
General Blake, though making a forced march to effect it, only joined in the 
night, and could not be placed in its position till the morning of the 16th 
instant ; when General Cole’s division, with the Spanish brigade under Don 
Carlos de Espaiia, also joined, and a little before the commencement of the 
action. Our cavalry had been forced on the morning of the 15th instant to 
retire from Santa Marta, and joined here. 

‘In the afternoon of that day the enemy appeared in front of us. The next 
morning our disposition for receiving the enemy was made, being formed in 
two lines, nearly parallel to the river Albuera, on the ridge of the gradual 
ascent rising from that river, and covering the roads to Badajoz and Valverde, 


#? 
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the gallantry manifested by Marshal Sir William Beresford 
throughout the transactions on which he has written. I shall 


though your Lordship is aware that the whole face of this country is every 
where passable for all arms. General Blake’s corps was on the right in two 
lines; itsleft, on the Valverde road, joined the right of Major General the Hon. 
William Stewart's division, the left of which reached the Badajoz road, where 
commenced the right of Major General Hamilton's division, which closed the 
left of the line. General Cole’s division, with one brigade of General Hamil- 
ton’s, formed the second line of the British and Portuguese army. 

The enemy, on the morning of the 16th, did not long delay his attack. At 
eight o’clock he was observed to be in movement, and his cavalry was seen 
passing the rivulet of Albuera, considerably above our right ; and shortly after 
he marched out of the wood opposite to us a strong force of cavalry, and two 
heavy columns of infantry, pointing them to our front, as if to attack the village 
and bridge of Albuera. During this time, under cover of his vastly superior 
cavalry, he was filing the principal body of his infantry over the river beyond 
our right; and it was not long before his intention appeared to be to turn us by 
that flank, and to cut us off from Valverde. 

* Major General Cole's division was therefore ordered to form an oblique line 
to the rear of our right, with his own right thrown back; and the intention of 
the enemy to attack our right becoming evident, I requested General Blake to 
form part of his first line, and all his second, to that front, which was done. 

‘ The enemy commenced his attack at nine o’clock, not ceasing at the same 
time to menace our left; and after a strong and gallant resistance of the Span- 
ish troops, he gained the heights upon which they had been forméd. Mean- 
while the division of Major General the Hon. William Stewart had been brought 
up to support them, and that of Major General Hamilton brought to the left of 
the Spanish line, and formed in contiguous close columns of battalions, to be 
movable in any direction. The Portuguese brigade of cavalry, under Brig, 
General Otway, remained at some distance on the left of this,to check any 
attempt of the enemy below the village. 

‘ As the heights the enemy had gained raked and entirely commanded our 
whole position, it became necessary to make every effort to retake and maintain 
them ; and a noble one was made by the division of General Stewart, headed 
by that gallant officer. 

‘ Nearly at the beginning of the enemy's attack, a heavy storm of rain came 
on, which, with the smoke from the firing, rendered it impossible to discern any 
thing distinctly. This, with the nature of the ground, had been extremely 
favorable to the enemy in forming his columns, and in his subsequent attack. 

‘ The right brigade of General Stewart's division, under Lieut. Colonel Col- 
borne, first came into action, and behaved in the most gallant manner; and 
Ginding that the enemy's column could not be shaken by fire, proceeded to attack 
it with the bayonet ; and, while in the act of charging a body of Polish lancers 
(cavalry), which the thickness of the atmosphere and the nature of the ground 
had concealed (and which was, besides, mistaken by those of the brigade, when 
discovered, for Spanish cavalry, and therefore not fired upon), turned it; and 
being thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear, was unfortunately broken, and 
suffered immensely. The 31st regiment, being the left one of the brigade, alone 
escaped this charge, and, under the command of Major L’Estrange, kept its 

ground until the arrival of the 3rd brigade under Major General Houghton. 
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add nothing to what he has said of the conduct of all the 
officers and troops, excepting to express my admiration of it, 


The conduct of this brigade was most conspicuously gallant, and that of the 
2nd brigade under the command of Lieut. Colonel the Hon. A. Abercrombie was 
not less so. Major General Houghton, cheering on his brigade to the charge, 
fell pierced by wounds. 

‘ Though the enemy’s principal attack was on this point of the right, he alsu 
made a continual attempt upon that part of our original front at the village 
and bridge, which were defended in the most gallant manner by Major General 
Baron Alten, and the light infantry brigade of the German Legion, whose con- 
duct was, in every point of view, conspicuously good. This point now formed 
our left, and Major General Hamilton's division had been brought up there; 
and he was left to direct the defence of that point, whilst the enemy’s attack 
continued on our right, a considerable proportion of the Spanish troops sup- 
porting the defence of this place. 

‘ The enemy’s cavalry, on his infantry attempting to force our right, had 
endeavored to turn it; but, by the able manœuvres of Major General the Hon. 
William Lumley commanding the allied cavalry, though vastly inferior to that of 
the enemy in number, his endeavors were foiled. Major General Cole, seeing 
the attack of the enemy, very judiciously bringing up his left a little, marched 
in line to attack the enemy’s left, and arrived most opportunely to contribute, 
with the charges of the brigades of General Stewart’s division, to force the 
enemy to abandon his situation, and retire precipitately, and to take refuge 
under his reserve. Here the Fusileer brigade particularly distinguished itself. 

‘ He was pursued by the allies to a considerable distance, and as far as I 
thought it prudent, with his immense superiority of cavalry ; and I contented 
myself with seeing him driven across the Albuera. 

* I have every reason to speak favorably of the manner in which our artillery 
was served, and fought; and Major Hartman commanding the British, and 
Major Dickson commanding the Portuguese, and the officers and men, are 
entitled to my thanks. The four guns of the horse artillery, commanded by 
Captain Le Fevre, did great execution on the enemy’s cavalry ; and one brigade 
of Spanish artillery (the only one in the field) I saw equally gallantly and well 
served. We lost in the misfortune which occurred to the brigade commanded 
by Lieut. Colonel Colborne (whom General Stewart reports to have acted, and 
was then acting, in a most noble manner, leading on the brigade in admirable 
order) one howitzer, which the enemy, before the arrival of the gallant General 
Honghton's brigade, had time to carry off with 200 or 300 prisoners of that 
brigade. After he had been beaten from this his principal attack, he still con- 
tinued that near the village, on which he never could make any impression, or 
cross the rivulet, though I had been obliged to bring a very great proportion 
of the troops from it, to support the principal point of attack ; but the enemy 
seeing his main attack defeated, relaxed in his attempt there also. The Portu- 
guese division of Major General Hamilton in every instance evinced the utmost 
steadiness and courage, and manœuvred equally well with the British. 

‘ Brigadier General Harvey’s Portuguese brigade, belonging to General 
Cole’s division, had an epportunity of distinguishing itself when marching ia 
line across the plain, by repulsing, with the utmost steadiness, a charge of the 
enemy's cavalry. 

‘It is impossible to enumerate every instance of discipline and valor shown 
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and my cordial concurrence in the favorable reports made by 
Sir William Beresford of the good conduct of all. 


on this severely contested day ; but there never were troops that more valiantly 
or more gloriously maintained the honor of their respective countries. I have 
not been able to particularize the Spanish divisions. brigades, or regiments, 
that were particularly engaged, because I am not acquainted with their deno- 
minations or names; but I have great pleasure in saying that their behaviour 
was most gallant and honorable: and though, from the superior number and 
weight of the enemy's force, that part of them that were in the position attacked 
were obliged to cede the ground, it was after a gallant resistance, and they con- 
tinued in good order to support their allies; and I doubt not his Excellency 
General Blake will do ample justice on this head, by making honorable mew 
tion of the deserving. 

‘The battle commenced at nine o'clock, and continued without interruption 
till two in the afternoon, when the enemy having been driven over the 
Albuera, for the remainder of the day there was but cannonading and skir- 
mishing. 

‘It is impossible by any description to do justice to the distingnished gal- 
lantry of the troops; but every individusl most nobly did his duty, which 
will be well proved by the great loss we have suffered, though repulsing the 
enemy; and it was observed that our dead, particularly the 57th regiment, 
were lying as they had fought in ranks, and every wound was in front. 

‘ Major General the Hon. William Stewart most particularly distiuguished 
himself, and conduced much to the honor of the day; he received two con- 
tusions, but would not quit the field. Major General the Hon. G. L. Cole is 
also entitled to every praise; and I have to regret being deprived fur some time 
of his services by the wound he has received. Lieut. Colonel the Hon. A. Aber- 
crombie, commanding the 2nd brigade, 2nd division, and Major L’Estrange. 31st 
regiment, deserve to be particularly mentioned ; and nothing could exceed the 
conduct and gallantry of Colonel Inglis* at the head of his regiment. To Ma- 
jor General the Hon. William Lumley, for the very able manner in which be 
opposed the numerous cavalry of the enemy, and foiled him in his object, 1 am 
particularly indebted. To Major General Hamilton, who commanded on the 
left during the severe attack upon our right, I am also much indebted; and 
the Portuguese brigades of Brigadier Generals Fonseca and Archibald Camp- 
bell deserve to be mentioned. To Major Genera! Alten, and to the excellent 
brigade under his orders, 1 have much praise to give; and it is with great 
pleasure I assure your Lordship that the good and gallant conduct of every 
corps, and of every person, was in proportion to the opportunity that affered 
for distinguishing themselves. I know not an individual who did not do his duty. 

‘1 have, I fear, to regret the loss to the service of Colonel Collins, command- 
ing a Portuguese brigade, his leg having been carried off by a cannon shot. 
Tle is an officer of great merit ; and I deeply lament the death of Major General 
Houghton, and of those two promising officers, Lieut. Colonel Sir William Myers 
and Lieut. Colonel Duckworth. 

‘I¢ is most pleasing to me to inform your Lordship, not only of the steady 
and gallant conduct of our allies, the Spanish troops under his Excellency 
General Blake, but also to assure you that the most perfect harmony has sub- 
sisted between us; and that General Blake not only conformed in all things to 


* The late Lieut. General Sir II. Inglis, K.C.B 
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* As Sir William Beresford frequently refers in the enclused 
dispatches to the instructions from me, and to the correspond- 


the general line proposed by your Lordship, but in the details, and in whatever 
I suggested to his Excellency I received the most immediate and cordial assent 
and co-operation ; nothing was omitted on his part to ensure the success of 
our united efforts; and during the battle he most essentially, by his experience, 
knowledge, and zeal, centributed to its fortunate result. 

‘His Excellency the Captain General Castafios, who had united the few 
troops he had in a state to be brought into the field to those of General Blake, 
‘and placed them under his orders, assisted in person in the field; and not only 
on this, but on all occasions, I am much indebted to General Castaius, who is 
ever beforehand in giving whatever can be beneficial to the success of the 
common cause. 

* Though I unfortunately cannot point out the corps, or many of the indi- 
viduals of the Spanish troops, that distinguished themselves, yet I will not omit 
to mention the names of General Ballesteros, whose gallantry was most con- 
spicuous, as of the corps he had under his command ; and the same of General 
Zayas and of Don Carlos de España. The Spanish cavalry have behaved ex- 
tremely well ; and the Couut de Penne Villemur is particularly deserving to be 
mentioned. 

“ I annex the return of our loss in this hard contested day ; it is very severe: 
and in addition to it is the lows of the troops under his Excellency General 
Blake, who are killed, missing, and wounded, but of which I have not the 
return. The loss of the enemy, though I cannot know what it is, must be still 
more severe. He has left on the field of battle about 2000 dead, and we have 
taken from 900 to 1000 prisoners. He has had five Generals killed and 
wounded: of the former, Generals of division, Werle and Pesim ; and Gazan 
and two others amongst the latter. His force was much mure cousiderable than 
we had been informed of, as 1 do not think he displayed less than from 20,000 
to 22.000 infantry, and he certainly had 4000 cavalry, with a numerous and 
heavy artillery. His overbearing cavalry cramped and confined all our opera- 
tions, and with his artillery saved his infantry after its rout. 

‘ He retired after the battle to the ground he had been previously on, but 
‘occupying it in position; and on this morning, or rather during the night, 
commenced his retreat on the ruad he came, towards Seville, and has abandoned 
Badajoz to its fate. He left a number of his wounded on the ground he had 
retired to, and to whom we are administering what assistance we can. I have 
seut our cavalry to follow the enemy, but in that arm he is too powerful for us 
to attempt any thing against him in the plaias he is traversing. 

‘ Thus we have reaped the advantage we proposed from our opposition to the 
attempts of the enemy ; and whilst he has been forced to abandon the object for 
which he has almost stripped Andalusia of troopa, instead of having accom- 
plished the haughty boasts with which Marshal Soult harangued his troops on 
leaving Seville, he returns there with a curtailed army, and, what perliaps may 
be still more hurtful to him, with a diminished reputation. 

‘In enumerating the services received from the officers of my own staff, I 
must particularly call your Lordship’s attention to those of Brigadier General 
d'Urban, Quarter Master General to the Portuguese army ; and which I cannog 

sufficiently praise, though I can appreciate. On all occasions 1 baye felt the 
benefits of his talents and services, and more particularly on this, where they 
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ence between General Castaïños and me; and as I think it 
possible that the papers may not have reached England from 
Cadiz, I now transmit copies of my instructions to Marshal 
Sir William Beresford, and of my letter to General Castanos, 
on the plan of co-operation for the allied troops in the siege of 
Badajoz. 

‘I likewise enclose General Castaiios’ answer to my letter 
upon this subject, agreeing to carry into execution the plan 
proposed ; and I beg to draw your Lordship's attention to 


very essentially contributed to the success of the day: and J cannot here omit 
the name of Lieut. Colonel Hardinge, Deputy Quarter Master General to the 
Portuguese troops, whose talents and exertions deserve my thanks. To Briga- 
dier General Moxinho, Adjutant General of the Portuguese army, and to Lieut. 
Colonel Rooke, Assistant Adjutant General to the united British and Port 
guese force, and to Brigadier General Lemos, and to the officers of my own 
persona! staff, I am indebted for their assistance. 

‘ To the services of Lieut. Colonel Arbuthnot (Major in his Majeaty’s service) 
I am also much indebted, and he is the bearer of this to your Lordship, and is 
fully enabled to give you any further information you may desire, and is most 
deserving of any favor your Lordship may be pleased to recommend him for to 
his Royal Highness the Prince Regent. 

6 E have the honor to be, &c. 
* W. C. Bergsrorn, 

6 Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. ‘ Marshal and Lieut. Gen. 


‘P.S. Major General Hamilton's division, and Brigadier General Madden's 
brigade of Portuguese cavalry, march to-morrow morning to reinvest Badajos 
on the south side of the Guadiana. 


‘ Return of Killed, Wounded, and Missing of the Corps of the Army under the com- 
mand of Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., under the immediate 
orders of Marshal Sir Wiliam Carr Beresford, K.B., in the Batile with the 
French Army commanded by Marshal Soult, at Albuera, on the 16th of May, 
1811. 
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The Portuguese loss, but ‘not the Spanish, is included in this return, | 
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that part of the General's letter in which, with great delicacy 
and propriety, he declines to agree to that part of the pro 
posed plan, which would have given him the command of the 
allied army in the action, for which it was the object of the 
plan to provide, and proposes another mode of settling this 
delicate question, by which the command would rest ‘with 
Marshal Sir William Beresford. 

* E Hkewise enclose the copy of my answer to this last letter. 

* All has remained quiet in Castille since I quitted that part 

, of the country. | 

‘The battalions of the 9th corps belonging to regiments 
serving in the corps d’armée in Andalusia, had marched from 
Salamanca on or about the 15th, and went towards Avile, and 
were to come by Madrid. 

‘I send this dispatch by Major (Lieut. Colonel) Arbuthnot, 
the Secretary of Marshal Sir William Beresford, who was pre- 
sent in the battle of Albuera, and can give your Lordsip 
any further ififormation you can require ; and I beg leavé to 
recommend him to your Lordship. 

‘I have the honor to be, &e. 


‘The Earl of Liverpool” ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘My Lorp, ‘ Elvas, 2Znd May, 1811. 


‘ Referring to my dispatch to your Lordship of this date, in 
which I have enclosed the copies of a correspondence with 
General Castaños on the co-operation of the allied troops in 
this quarter; I have to mention to your Lordship that whew 
E proposed that plan to General Castaños, it was understood 
that the General having been appointed to command the army 
ia Galicia, as well as that in Estremadura, was aiming to 
establish his head quarters near mine; and Marshal Sir Wil- 
liam Beresford would of course, as the senior to General Biake, 
have had the command in the action, for which it was the 
object to provide ; and this delicate question would thus have 
been settled in a manner satisfactory to all parties, and on the 
principle of the orders recently conveyed by your Lordship to 
General Graham. 

¢ General Castanos, however, remained in Estremadura con- 
trary to my expectations, and he has settled the question in # 

Ze 
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much more satisfactory manner; but in one which I could not 
with propriety have proposed; and if I had proposed it, & 
would in all probability have been rejected. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


« The Earl of Liverpool. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘ My Lorp, _ *Elvas, 22ud May, 1811. 

«I enclose a letter of the 21st instant, which I have received 
from Marshal Sir William Beresford, containing a letter from 
General Gazan to Marshal Soult, which had been intercepted 
by some of our parties. 

‘ General Gazan, wounded himeelf, was marching with the 
wounded ; and from his account of those with him, from the 
account of those at Almendralejo, and thoee left on the ground 
at Albuera, from the number found dead on the field, and the 
prisoners, the Marshal computes the enemy’s. loss not to fall 
short of 9000 men. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ The Eari of Liverpool.’ ©‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Elvas, 22nd May, 1811. 
‘ As the 8rd and 7th divisions of the allied British and Por- 
tuguese army are on their march to this part of the country, 
and will arrive in the course of to-morrow and next day at 
Campo Mayor, it is my intention to resume the operations of 
the siege of Badajoz, as soon as I shall be able to collect means 
of transport to move the stores and materials from hence to the 
ground in the neighbourhood of Badajoz: by which time I 
shall see what line the enemy has taken, whether to retire en- 
tirely from the province, or to maintain a position in the 
mountains within it. 
. “I have likewise ordered here the 2nd Hussars, which will 
arrive in a few days. | 
| The troops marching with General Drouet, mentioned in 
| dispatch marked A of this date, cannot arrive at Toledo, 
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where it is said they are to cross the Tagus, till the end of the 
month; and I should hope that by that time I may have made 
some progress in the operations of ‘the siege. However, so 
much depends upon means of transport, which it is difficult to 
collect; and so large a proportion of the means we possess 
are employed in the removal of the wounded in the action of 
the l6th, that I cannot be certain of being able to effect 
my object. 


4 I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘The Bart of Liverpool.’ ‘ Wettineron. 
1Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Lino 

; Secretary of State. . 

€. My Lonp, | ‘ | Elvas, 23nd Meg, 1812. 


‘Your Lordship will be anxious to know. what measures 
‘I propose to adopt, in order to render the several battalions of 
the army, which have been lately employed in this quarter, 
‘more efficient. 

T propose immediately to form the two battalions of the 
7th regiment into one; and to send the officers and non-com- 
missioned officers of the 2nd batt. home to England; and the 
same with the 48th regiment. 

‘ As soon as I shall receive your Lordship’s reply ! to my. 
private letter of the 7th instant, on the subject of the battalions 
therein referred to, I intend, if the plan which I proposed 
should be approved of, to apply it to all the regiments which 
have suffered severely in the late action ; viz., the 3rd or Buffs ; 
29th; 57th; the 2nd batt. 66th; the 2nd batt. 31st, and to 
any others to which it can in my opinion be applied with 
advantage; and I will send home to recruit such proportions 
of the officers and non-commissioned officers of each, as I may 
think can be spared from this country with advantage, classed 
in’ companies; keeping here such number of companies as 
there will be men to fill. 

© By the time I shall receive your Lordship’s answer to that 
letter, I shall be able to judge of the real amount of the loss 
which we have sustained ; as men, supposed to be, and returned 
as prisoners, are constantly appearing with all the regiments 
who, having been sent from the field of battle with wounded 
officers or soldiers, and having been still absent when the 
returns were made out, were returned as missing. 
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“It may be expected also, that a large proportion of the 
wounded will spon be fit for service. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WaLiinaTon. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
‘Elvas, 23rd May, 1811. 
‘My pear Beresrorp, À before 4 p.m. 

«I have received your letters of this day, and I still think 
that the enemy mean to hang about the limits of Estremadurs, 
so that you should be cautious in your advance. Blake hes 
written to Alava respecting his cavalry, which he wants to 
have at his disposal, and you had better send it to bim. Will 
wot his division at Feria be a little exposed ? 

* We have letters from England to the 9th. Affairs appear 
to be coming to blows in the north of Europe. People are in 
great good humour with the affairs of Portugal. 1 believe the 
11th dragoons have sailed; and they have authorized me to 
send for the Enniskillen dragoons. 

‘ Drouet marched towards Avila, on the 17th, with 17 bet- 
tahons. Massena has gone to France, with many other General 
officers. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ WRLLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool 
Secretary of State. 

‘Aly pear Lorp, * Elvas, 23rd May, 1811. 
‘IT have received vour letters of the 28th April and 7th 
Alay, regarding the remounts for the cavalry ; and I write to 
Admiral Berkeley to send transports to Cork to bring to Por- 
tugal 200 horses of the artillery, and 680 of the Enniskillen 
dragoons ; to send all the other horse transports to Plymouth. 
U rather believe, however, that all the transports are by this 
tne gune home, and that transports must be taken from those 
atag out with the horses to re il- 
key, and with the Ll th light dragoons. the cavalry and arti 
" Uhe cuemy’s superiority now consists in his cavalry alone ; 
ad hou catertain ne doubt of any of our concerns, if aurs 
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was complete: however, that on the frontier of Beira is coming 
about, and I shall bring the 11th dragoons here. 

‘I think it would be desirable to keep in this country only 
three squadrons, or six troops of each regiment, and two squa- 
drons, or four troops at home; the home squadrons could 
then supply the casualties, as well of men as of horses of those 
abroad; and we should have at all times an equally efficient 
cavalry, at a smaller expense. If this arrangement were 
agreed to, I can easily carry it into execution. It must ‘be 
tecollected, however, that the Peninsula is the grave of horses ; 
-E-have. lost no less than twelve for my own riding since I have 
been here, and many more of an ordinary kind. 

TRE ‘ Believe me, &c. | oe, 
#Phe Earl of Liverpoot _ ot WELLINGTOR. 


Liens, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl v Liverpoot, 
Secretary of State. 
.“ My pear Lorp, | ‘ Elves, 23rd May, 1811. 

‘I am obliged to you for your letter of the 7th, regarding 
the publication of my dispatches. I generally confine myself 

to a relation of facts, and seldom give any opinion upon them, 

and always send the same dispatches to the Portuguese Go- 
vernment, with the exception only of any detail to which it 
may refer, which is purely a British concern: I then mark in 
the Portuguese dispatch those facts which, in my opinion, 
ought not to be published; but that opinion goes no farther 
than to what appears to me that it would be inconvenient that 
the enemy should obtain a knowledge of, and seldom to cir- 
cumstances which it would be desirable to withhold from the 
knowledge of the public. 

‘I will, with your Lordship’s permission, adopt the same 
practice with my dispatches to you, and mark with a pencil in 
the margin those parts which, in my opinion, ought not to be 
published ; leaving it to you afterwards to omit such other 
parts as you may think proper. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eur! of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘My pgag Lozp, * Elvas, 23rd May, 1811 

* I have received your letter of the 8th. 

‘When Hill comes, he must return to his command, and | 
must confine Beresford to the management of the detail of the 
Portuguese army, which has suffered from his employment in 
this campaign, as well as from other circumstances. I should 
like to have General Grabam, but I rather think that your 
Lordship's letters do not go so far as to allow me to call bis 
to this country, till the force at Cadiz shall be reduced to 2000 
men. 

‘ You see from my dispatches how affairs are here. Soul 
had south of the Sierra Morena an army of about 53,000 
effectives on the 25th March, including what is called the 
Catholic army, which is Dessolle's reserve, and was sent to him 
from the army of the centre ; of this number 7000 are cavalry. 
Drouet is marching to him with seventeen battalions, which, 
however, are weak, and can scarcely make 3000 men, and rome 
cavalry, of which I do not exactly know the number. From 
this force must be deducted the losses since the 25th March, 
which cannot be less than 10,000 men, including the battle of 
the 16th May, and the garrison of Badajoz about 2500; and 
Soult will remain, when Drouet arrives, with about 50,000 
effective men. 

‘From this statement you will see that, supposing that I 
can get through the siege of Badajoz, it will be impossible to 
do more to the southward, till I shall have closed the door 
upon Beira. by obtaining possession of Ciudad Rodrigo: in- 
deed T am thinking of bringing another division from Castille, 
in order to make sure of Badajoz, in consequence of Beres- 
ford’s large losses; but I can scarcely venture to do that, and 
certainly cannot do more, without exposing to risk the frontier 
af Beira, 

* Fortunately for me, the French armies have no communi- 
vation, and one army no knowledge of the position or of the 
vircumstaneys iw which the other is placed ; both depend upon 
enters from Paris, whereas 1 have a knowledge of all that 


« ov all sides. From this koowledge I think I may draw 
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more troops from Beira for my operations against Badajoz ; but 
I cannot vehture farther south till I shall get Ciudad Rodrigo, 
without exposing all to ruin. TI beg, therefore, that people in 
England will have patience about Cadiz, and allow us to do 
our work gradually. 

‘ I should feel no anxiety about the result of any of our 
operations, if the Spaniards were as well disciplined as the 
soldiers of that nation are brave ; and if they were at all move- 
able, but this is, I fear, beyond all hope; all our losses have 
been caused by this defect. At Talavera the enemy would 
have been destroyed, if we could have moved the Spanish 
army ; at Albuera, the natural thing would have been to sup- 
port the Spaniards on the right with the Spaniards who were 
next to them, but any movement of that body would ‘have 
created inextricable confusion, and it was necessary to support 
the right with British, and thus the great loss fell upon our 
troops: in the same way, I suspect, that the difficulty: and 
danger of moving the Spanish troops was the cause that Gene- 
ral Lapena did not support General Graham at Barrosa. 

‘I am glad to hear such good accounts of affairs in the 
north. God send that they may prove true, and that we may 
overthrow this disgusting tyranny ; however, of this I am very 
certain, that whether true or not at present, something of the 
kind must occur before long, and if we can only hold out, we 
shall yet see the world relieved. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Visoount Wellington, K.B., to Samuel Whitbread, Esq. 


6 My pear Sir, ‘ Elvas, 23rd May, 1811. 

‘I was most highly gratified by your letter of the 29th 
April, which I received last night; and I beg leave to return 
my thanks for the mode in which you have taken the trouble 
of informing me of the favorable change of your opinion re- 
specting affairs in this country. 

‘I acknowledge that I was much concerned to find that 
persons, for whom I entertained the highest respect, and whose 
opinions were likely to have great weight in England and 
throughout Europe, had delivered erroneous opinions, as I 
thought, respecting affairs in this country ; and I prized their 
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judgments so highly, at the same time that I was certain of 
the error of the opinion which they had delivered; that I was 
induced to attribute their conduct to the excess of the spirit 
of party. | 

‘ Jassure you that, highly as I am gratified and flattered 
by the approbation of —— , and yourself and others, that 
which gives me most pleasure in the account which I ‘received 
last night from England, is to be convineed that. such men 
could not be unjust towards an officer in the. service of the 
country abroad; and. that the opinions which’ they had de- 
livered, however unfavorable to him, were the real dictates:of 
their judgments, upon a fair view of all the eircumstances 
which had come to their knowledge. . To the gratification 
arising from this conviction, to one who appears destined to 
pass his life in the harness, you have added that: whicts ‘I re- 
ceived_from your obliging letter, and I assure you that I an 
very sensible of the kindness towards me which mduoed you 


to write to me. 





‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Samuel Whitbread, Esq.’ * WELLIKeTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. to the Junta of La Manche. 


* GENTLEMEN, ‘ Villa Fermosa, 24th May, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter by Los 
Seiiores Don Joaquin Gomez, and Don Ramon Rodriguez 
Belasco, and it would give me great satisfaction to have it in 
my power to assist the province of La Mancha with arms, but 
I have at present none in my possession, and I request you to 
apply to Mr. Wellesley, his Majesty's minister at Cadiz, for 
arms. 

‘]T have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Junia of La Mancha.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


MEMORANDUM 


For Colonel Murray, Quarter Master General. 
‘ Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 
‘ The siege of Badajoz to be undertaken immediately, and 
be carried on by the following troops: the 3rd, 7th, and 
Hamilton's divisions of infantry, the 17th Portuguese 
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regiment from the garrison of Elvas, regiments of 
militia from the garrison of Elvas, General Madden’s brigade 
of cavalry, 8000 Spanish troops, the two companies of Portu- 
guese artillery from Lisbon, and 300 artillery from the gar- 
rison of Elvas. 

‘ The British and Portuguese cavalry, and the 2nd and 4th 
divisions of allied infantry, with the cavalry attached to them, 
and the Spanish divisions under Generals Castaños and Blake, 
will cover the operation. 

5 On the 25th instant, the 7th division of infantry will take 
up its ground to invest the place on the right of the Guadiana. 
This division is to be joined, and to bring with it a brigade of 
Portuguese 6 pounders from the 3rd division. ‘The 1%th 
Portuguese regiment and one regiment of militia are likewise 
to march from the garrison of Elvas on the 25th, and to join 
the ‘7th division on the ground; and Brigadier General Mad- 
den is to send across the Guadiana, above the town, one regi- 
ment of his cavalry to join Major General Houstoun. 

‘On the 25th instant the flying bridge is to be placed on 
the Guadiana at the place fixed upon; and Major Dickson and 
Lieut. Colonel Fletcher are to commence forming their depôts 
for the attack of the place, to be continued from day to day 
till they shall be prepared to break ground, according to the 
means of transport which will be supplied to them. 

‘ Colonel Murray.’ ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lteut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 


* My pear Sir, - ‘ Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 
£ ‘I have received your letter of the 22nd, and I agree in 
opinion with you that it is best to change one German for a 
British complete brigade: I have therefore ordered another 
company of artillery with guns to march from Lisbon, accord- 
ing to the terms of the enclosed copy of a letter to General 
Peacocke. Colonel Framingham is forward with the troops, 
and I do not think it expedient to wait to send orders through 
him. 
‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Major General Howorth.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. | 
« My pear SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

‘I received this day your letters of the 22nd, and that of 
the 23rd of one r.M. 

«I think the French are about to do exactly what I ex- 
pected, viz., collect their army about the Tagus Having 
sent seventeen battalions of the 9th corps to the southward, 
and the officers and non commissioned officers af. the Srd -bat- 
talions of regiments to France, they are not so strong in in- 
fantry even as you are, and Marmont's movement is decidedly 
this way, or farther to the rear. Murray sends you a route 
this day for the march here of General Howard's brigade, and 
of Colonel Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade ; and as these troops 
will be within your reach for two or three days after they shall 
have marched, I beg you to stop them, and to order them to 
rejoin you, if you should find that the enemy is moving towards 
you, notwithstanding my expectations to the contrary, as 
above expressed. 

‘I enclose a letter for Marshal Marmont, which I beg you 
to forward the moment you receive it: in order that he may 
believe I am still at Villa Fermosa, I date it the 25th. 

‘The Portuguese Government have determined to repair 
the fort of Almeida, upon which subject I will write to you 
hereafter. | 

‘ The French have retired to Llerena. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
_ Sir W.C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My pear Bergesrorp, ‘ Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 23rd from Almendralejo, 

but not that from Villa Franca, and I cannot tell therefore 
what disposition you have made. The 3rd division having, 
however, arrived this day at Campo Mayor, I have determined 

to go on with the siege of Badajoz; and I send you a copy of 
the memorandum which I arranged this day for our operations. 
ae ordered General Howard’s and Colonel Ashworth’s 
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Portuguese brigade from Beira to this place ; the 2nd hussars 
can scarcely be ‘here before the 29th. 

‘My news from Salamanca is, that Marmont, who now 
commæids the army of Portugal, is about to move, as it is 
said, towards Avila; this looks like reinforcing this point. I 
shall make corresponding movements with our army of Beira, 
particularly the cavalry. 

* I should be very glad if we were together for a few days, 
for we have a monstrous quantity of business to settle of dif- 
ferent descriptions. Could we not bring out of Abrantes 
Lobo’s regiment, at least in our existing dearth of troops ? 
Hill is arrived in Lisbon. 

‘ * Although this place is the most convenient for head quar- 
térs for the siege, I do not know whether it is not too far for 
the conduct of the operations of the covering army ; however, 
there is no hurry in deciding that point, and I wait to receive 
your distribution of the force which you sent from Villa 
Franca. | co 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' ‘WELLINGTON. 


: Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. Gen. Peacocke. 


‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 24th May, 1811. 
‘ Besides the company of artillery ordered to Elvas by my 
letter of the 20th instant, I have to request that another com- 
pany of artillery, with a brigade of 6 pounders, and as many 
horses as there may be at Lisbon to draw the guns, and the 
usual complement of drivers and artificers fur a brigade of 
artillery, may be sent to Elvas as soon as may be convenient. 

‘If there are at Lisbon a sufficient number of horses fit for 
service to draw the guns, they are to be sent to Aldea Galega, 
and to march by the usual route. If there are not, the guns 
are to be sent by water to Abrantes, and the men and horses 
are to march to that place, and a report is to be made to the 
Quarter Master General of the day they shall arrive there. 

‘ I request you to give these orders to Colonel Fisher, and 
inform him that I shall send a copy of them to General Ho-, 
worth. 

= © T have the honor to be, &c. . 
‘ Brigadier General Peacocke. ‘WELLINGTON. | | 
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vaient étre changés comme tels, en cartel, pour des officiers et 
des soldats de l'armée Francaise. 

‘Il n'est plus donc dans mon pouvoir de mettre en liberte 
quelque prisonnier que ce soit, comme non combattant ; et je le 
regrette d'autant plus, parceque j'aurais eu le plus grand 
plaisir à me rendre aux désirs de votre Excellence en faveur de 
Monsieur le sous inspecteur Ville sur Ance. 

© J'ai l'honneur d'être, &ec. 
* Le Maréchal Marmont, © WELLINGTON. 

Duc de Raguse.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 

© My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 4 p.m. 

‘I have received your letter of the 28rd. I understand 
from O’Lalor that you have sent our friends at Salamanca 
1000 dollars, and I shall be obliged to you if you will give 
direction that they may have 2000 more, making in the whole 
3000 dollars. 

‘We have invested ‘ Badajoz on this side this day. Nothing 
new. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General ‘WELLINGTON. 

Sir B. Spencer, K.B. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W, C. Beresford, K.B. 


‘(My pKar BERESroRD, ‘ Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 4 P.x. 

‘I shall be very much obliged to you if you will send back 
General Madden’s brigade to the siege of Badajoz ; and if you 
will write to General Leite to let us have as many regiments of 
militia as will make up 1000 men, for the attack on each side 


of the river. 
€ Believe me, &c. 


‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. ‘ Weciineroy. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to the Right Hon. 
John Villiers. 


‘ My pear VilLiers, ‘ Elvas, 25th May, 1811. 
‘I had the pleasure of receiving your letter of yesterday, 


‘ee very much obliged to you for it. 


æ 
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* No man can appreciate better than yourself the difficulties 
with which I have had to contend, but I believe that you are 
not aware of all of them. I persevered in the system which I 
thought best, notwithstanding that it was the epinion of every 
British officer in the country that I ought to embark the 
army ; while-on the other hand, the Portuguese civil authorities 
conteaded that the war ought to be maintained on the frontier, 
for which we wanted not only physical force, but the means of 
providing for the force which they could produce in the field. 
I believe nothing but something worse than firmness could 
have carried me through the nine months’ discussion with these 
contending opinions. To this add that people in England 
were changing their opinions almost with the wind, and you 
will see that 1 had not much to look to excepting myself, 

- “FT am concerned to tel you, who are interested in every 
thing concerning this country, that we are in rather an uacom- 
fortable state with the Portuguese Government. In August 
last, Principal Souza was appointed to the Government; and, 
at the same time, we learned that he was a kind of agent of an 
intrigue to remove Beresford from the command of the army, 
and to give it to the Duke of Brunswick, which you will readily 


believe was not very agreeable to me. He then began the 


persecution of French partisans, and nobody was exempt from 
his accusation. Mozinho, Lemos, even Mr. Sodré, were 
accused, and would have been sent off, if I had not set my face 
against such proceedings, of which, by the by, he afterwards 
said we were the authors ; and as he was appointed with a view 
to curb ‘‘ the despotism of the Secretariat,’’ as ——_—_ 
calls it, he immediately made a dart at Forjaz, the instrument 
of which, since you had arrived at Lisbon, the servants of the 
British Government had availed themselves to manage the 
affairs of Portugal. 

‘Then there was no subject in which the mischievous activity 
of his mind did not interfere, and he was the most active par- 
tisan of carrying on the war on the frontier ; and m his conver- 
sations upon this subject, was so indiscreet as to infuse into the 
anilitia of Lisbon opinions so dangerous, that Beresford and 1 
theught it expedient to honor these corps by calkng them to 
the army, providing others for the duties of the city. Then, by 
his influence in the Regency, he delayed, by the discussions on 
this point, all the measures which had been recommended early 
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in the summer for the removal of persons, property, and pro- 
visions, and rendering useless the mills, till it was too late ; and 
to him is to be attributed the length of time which the. French 
were enabled to remain in the country. 

€ These circumstances brought me into direct discussion with 
this gentleman; and I complained of him to the Prince, in a 
letter which I wrote in December last, and sent open to the 
Regency, in which I told the Prince that it was my opinion 
that it would not be to his advantage to retain Principal Souza 
and me in his service at the same ume. To this letter the 
Prince has sent an answer, which shows that intrigue is hard 
at work in the Brazils. 

‘ However, upon all this I should be indifferent, as it must 
be indifferent to me who are the Governors of the kingdom, 
only that things are growing to such a state as to threaten the 
existence of the country, if the French should be able again to 
invade it. We can get the Government to do nothing. All 
the departments of the army are worse than useless. The army 
is not near complete ; indeed we have not 20,000 Portuguese 
troops in the field ; and some circumstances have occurred lately 
which have demonstrated the positive danger resulting from 
the system on which we are acting to such a degree, as to 
induce me to tell our Government, that it was my opinion that 
the British army ought not to be exposed to it, if the French 
should again be able to get the superiority in the country. 

‘ Forjaz has sent in his resignation; Mr. Stuart no longer 
attends the Regency; I have no intercourse with them, and I 
think the country will be lost, if we cannot re-establish the 
influence of Great Britain (not of ——) in the 
councils of the Brazils, if the French should again be able to 
attack it. After all that you have done here, this account will 
not be very pleasing to you, but it is perfectly true, and I 
assure you that I have not exaggerated the consequences 
which are likely to follow from this state of things. The worst 
is, that I do not know how they can be remedied. The re- 
moval of Principal Souza from the Government would not now 
answer ; and I do not know what will, excepting a radical change 
of system in the Government, as well here, as in the Brazils. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* The Right Hon. John Villiers. ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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‘I hope that the people fn England will not be out of temper 
with the loss in Beresford’s action with Soult; it was owing td 
the Spaniards, who could not be moved. Beresford was rather 
in a hurry in making his returns, and’ nearly all the men re- 
turned missing have since joined their regiments.” 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Lord Eldon, Lord High Chancellor, 
€ My Lonn, | ¢ Elvag, 25th May, 1811: 
€ T have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter of 
the 29th April, in which your Lordship enclosed the resolu- 
tions of the House of Lords of the 26th April, expressing the 
approbation of their Lordships of the conduct of the army 
under my command, during the late campaign in Portugal, 
which I have communicated, according to your Lordship's 
desire, to the allied British and Portuguese armies. 

‘ The approbation of the House of Lords must be highly gra- 
tifying to'the General Officers and officers, by whose able assist- 
ance and support, and to the troops, by whose good conduct, 
discipline, and bravery (under Providence), the service has 
been performed, which their Lordships have been pleased ‘to 
distinguish in this manner; and Ï request your Lordship to 
convey to the House of Lords the expression of my gratitude 
for the favor with which they have been pleased to view my 
endeavors to serve His Majesty, and for the high honor which 
their Lordships have conferred upon me. I likewise request 
your Lordship to accept my acknowledgments for the hand- 
some terms in which your Lordship has conveyed to me the 
sentiments of the House of Lords. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Right Hon. Lord Eldon, * WELLINGTON. 

Lord High Chancellor.’ 


{A letter in nearly the same terms to the Right Hor. Charles Abbott, 
Speaker of the House of Commons.] 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
‘ Elvas, 26th May, 1811. 
‘ My DEAR SPENCER, 12 at noon. 
‘I have just now received your letter of the 24th. 
‘I shall be obliged to you if you will desire General 
2a2 
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Howorth to report particularly on the 8 pounders you mention 
as being in Almeida, whether our 9 pounder shot will fit them ; 
and whether he bas, in that part of the country, or can get, 
horses to horse them : if he bas not, I think he had better make 

ts to send them down to Coimbra by bollocks, and 
thence to Lisbon by sea. 

1 do not yet understand what the French are about on your 
side: I should think a movement towards the Tagus the most 
probable ; but this is not yet quite clear, and their preparation 
of biscuit at such a distiince as Llerena does not ‘look like it. . 

+ ¢ Believe me, &e. =. : 
‘Wausspms. 








My pear Los», _ 

“1 received by the last mail, the duplicate of your Tetter - 
the 28th April, respecting Santoña ;) and by. the messenger 
afterwards, the original; to which L should have replied by 
the opportunity which immediately offered, in, the departure 
of Colonel Arbuthnot, if. my letter. of the ‘th instant, had not 
contained an opinion on the: principle. of the. operation 


proposed. 

«I have no doubt of the utility of such an eatablidinent 
on the northern coast, as it is proposed to have at Santoña; 
but I believe you will find that the demands for your force 
in this country, and at Cadiz, are fully equal to what you can 
supply ; and I am convinced that not a man’ that could be sent 
here ought to be diverted to any other part of the Peninsula. 

«It is impossible to say, without knowing more of the ground 
than I do (for I have no plan), whether the number of men you 
propose to send to Santoña would be able to hold the ground, 
till it could be so strengthened as to render the tenure of it 
quite secure. From General Walker's report and opinion, I 
should say that 4000 men would be able to hold it, and I have 
no doubt, from the description, that it might be made so strong 
as to be almost impregnable; but I would beg to refer your 
Lordship to one of the enclosures, viz., the letter from Captain 
Birch, of the Ist September, 1808, and you will see from his 
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descfifilif “of the pentnedla and the harbour, that ever when 
thé fbrit#!shalt:be secured, parts of it, and thé whole of the 
Barbôär will ‘bo exposed:to fire: from the opposite shore; and 
indeed’ “thik ‘epinion': appears :oonfirmed: by. Captain, Digby's 
téport'onlihé Hirbourof Santoñaof the: 14th. September, 1808. 

“If it be correct, then, we should have possession, when.we 
should” hive. fortified 6, only .bf this barren pesineule, with 
which the communication would. be difficult by sen, as we could 
not ‘uselthe harbours and with which the:-communication would 
be Anpéteible:by land, if the:anemy should. maintain near it.a 
superior force to that which we should have within it. 

"Thé propedal to occupy Santoña, however, is founded upon 
a notion that the whole of the neighbouring -peavinees would 
immediately rise in arms; and that this place would immedi- 
ately he, the centre and foundation of. their operations... 1 should 
be nd to doubt this effect of aur. oscupying this” "place ; and 
whatever might be the case eventually, I have no doubt that in 
the first instance your force would have to sténd ‘the attach’ of 
whatever troops Béssières would! ‘Bting againgt them... There 
is now, here a vety, g00d: officer, General Abadia, who is goidg 
to a in Galicia, and I shall turn his miad to this 
operation; I shall désire him'to consalt with General Walker, 
or the British'agent at Coruña, respecting the means required, 
and the troops which he must furnish ; and when the experiment 
shall have been tried in this way, your Lordship will be-able 
to determine whether you will give any or what support to the 
establishment which will be formed there. 

* Believe me, &c. 


+ The Earl of Liverpool” « Wattinaton. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut, General BR 


6 My pear His, + Elves, arth Moy, 1811. 

* Iam very glad to hear that you are returned in good 
health, and I hope that we shall see you soon. . 

«You will have heard of events here, which I hope ‘will 
enable us to obtain possession of Badajoz, upon which we are 
busily employed. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
« Lieut, General Hill,’ * Wettinaton.. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Welling ton, KB. to Lieut. General 
_ Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


« My pear SPENCER, ‘ Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 25th, six p.m.; and I 
enclose an answer for Captain ——, which I beg you to 
peruse, and forward to him. 

« I do not think it clear that the French have moved more 
troops yet from the Tormes than the battalions of the 9th corps. 
However, there can be no inconvenience in the movements 
which you have made, as the 1st and Light divisions will be 
as near their positions on the ground pointed out in my memo- 
randuni of the 16th, almost as they would be where they were 
before, and equally near their provisions, which must come 
from Celorico. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 
‘Lieut. General — ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Str Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘ Nothing new here. The heavy dragoons cut up some of 
the enemy on the 25th.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Peacocke. 


‘ Sir, ‘ Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 

‘ Orders will go by this occasion for the 11th light dragoons 
to march to this place, as soon as they shell be disembarked 
and prepared to move. 

‘Iam excessively anxious that this regiment should reach 
the army in good order; and I particularly request you to 
point out to the commanding officer how much the condition 
of his horses will depend upon the attention paid to them by 
the officers and men on their first arrival, and on-the care with 
which they are at first moved. 

‘Great attention should likewise be paid to the mode of 
feeding and watering the horses, as pointed out repeatedly in 
General Orders; and I recommend that inquiry should be 
made from the officers of dragoons, and veterinary surgeons at 
Lisbon, regarding the mode of treating the prevailing disorder 
among the horses in this country, in case those of the llth 
should be attacked with it on the march. 
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‘ Great attention should likewise be paid to the backs of the 
horses; they will otherwise suffer very materially. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Brig. General Peacocke. ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Commissary General. 


‘ Sin, ‘ Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 
‘I gave directions some time ago that the engineer should 
construct certain jetties at Fort St. Julian for the convenience 
of embarking and disembarking stores there, and he was to 
be assisted by means from the arsenal by Colonel Fava, of the 
Portuguese Engineers, for this service. I request you to pay 
Colonel Fava, from time to time, for such articles as he may 
supply, upon certificates, signed by the British Engineer, of 
the receipt of the articles supplied, and charged for by Colonel 
Fava. _ on 
‘ ] have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Commissary General. | © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Deputy 
Commissary General ——. 
‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 27th May, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 25th, and I beg that 
you will put in writing such complaints as you may have to 
make of Mr. Kennedy, and I shall decide what I will do with 
them. 

‘It is proper that I should inform you that the report of 
you, whieh I made to Colonel Gordon, was not founded on 
any complaint received of you from Mr. Kennedy. I made 
that report because the service had suffered, and is now suffer- 
ing, the greatest inconvenience, owing to delays in that part 
of the department of which you were the head ; and from which 
post I ordered that you might be removed, from a thorough 
conviction, which has since proved to be well founded, that the 
service would be still further embarrassed if you continued to 
conduct it. 

‘ As I made no reflection upon your character, excepting it 
can be called a reflection to report that you were not able to 
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conduct a very complicated branch.of business, to:wbich you 

were entirely unaccustomed, I.do-not think shat any necessity: 
existed for-informing you that you were removed at my sng- 

gestion ; but as you have been so informed, I have: np,qbjegtion . 
to state to you that I had no.wish to do. you an injury, aad 

that I have no doubt that. you are. pesfectly. campetent:ta-cæn- 

duct those branches of the Commissariat to which you have 

been accustomed, in those scenes in which you have.hitherto 

served. | | bobo atta ta tt, 

‘ His Majesty's Government, and the British public, will 
not hear excuses for failures in this country: and it is my 
business to take care where thereis any failure in any 
departmerit, not to employ again the person who is the caus 
of it; and in instances in‘whith the ufficut Whis faite ts oF high 
rank and standing in respect to others; ds you are; there'is no 
remedy excepting to remove hiin ;fromi: this country $6 oné in: 
the service of which he may bd better acquainted, and ix’ whielr 
failure may be less critical than it-is-fm this, 5 7 ‘le 

7. @ B+have thé honor to be, &es" ‘ 
* Dep. Cowimisvary Geneva) — 9 U8 Wate TON. 
tu on tbe Æ 

‘ ES. L have ‘to mention that I have receivèd-n0-tter 

from you excepting that of the 25th instant.’ 


Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Ser Brent Spencer, K.B. 


‘My pear Spencer, _ * Etvas, 28th May, 1811. 
‘ [have just received your letter of the 26th, from which 
I learn that you had moved back the troops which you had 
moved to ane with the exception of those I had ordered 
Oo move. You will have seen from my letter of yesterday that 
I considered them, under all circumstances, equally well placed 
at Penamacor as at their original stations. However, 1 do not 
consider 't certain that Marmont’s troops have moved from the 
Tormes, as reported by Don Julian on the 24th, notwithstand- 
ing the respect ¥ have for Don Julian. 
where wwe ‘his day ordered some dragoons to move te Caria, 
your lef Forall > in rear of your right instead of the rear of 
alta qu y well foraged, and some marches nearer me. 
Ppears that the French are tolerably well informed at 
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Ciudad’ Rodrigo. However, we cannot help that. EF hope 
that my letter, which they expected, will help to deceive them. 

+. Ashworth’s brigade were to have marched with Howard’s 
brigade, and’ the Cornmissary of the latter whs -t0 have fed 
them: <]'do not knowhow this is atranged now, but I will 
speak’ te the "Comitnissary General on tlie’ ‘subject. oO 


ia: purs * Believe me, &e. ne 
‘ Lieut theo se te ie ner = Wetton 


Sir Brent Spencer, J K. B 


. ~ “ ae ° 
' laits . atl, 2 fs ites - LD .. .. ia 


Lieut. Generat Viscount ‘Was K. B fo Brig. General. Peacocke | 


. Sin,, ) wth “1 oth Le nova ood ni ch vas, 28th May::1814. : 
* L'hæe.zeceived your. itemofithe 26th, and ibeg that you. 
will tejlCoalone] Fisher that itia very desirable thabevery horse: 
or,.mule at Lirhon 44 all: eapable of nenderingi app service; : 
shayld,,he sent to Arbrantess :satidhtherelord thad:l'idesire that: 
such of the old, worn out, andiemwahséents mhieli bd mentions,: 
as may be capable of performing theservice of only a few days, 
may be, gens. 19 Arantes according ta my, forges diseqtions.. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Brig, euerul, Feaposke..- 5. boast! cots “WRGAINGTON. 


“ide MCR vd do pad Via de 2 À 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
_ _ the Hon. G. Berkeley. gy 


6 Sir,  Elvas, 28th May, 181}. 
‘In answer to your letter of the 26th instant, I have to in- 
form you, that the Secretary of State has not mformed me 
which of the services for the horse transports, detailed in my 
letter of the 22nd instant, ought to have the priority ; but as 
you mention that several horse transports have been sent to 
Plymouth, and as there will be at Cork for embarkation what 
we. most require, viz., horses for the artillery and the cavalry, 
I conceive that it will be desirable that the number stated 
should be, sent in the first i instance ta Cork. 
Fo “1 bave the hopor do be &e. . 
* Vice Admiral * WELLINGTON. 
the Hon, G. Berkeley 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 


© My DEAR Sir, ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 26th. I have no ob- 
jection to your withdrawing all the British and German artil- 
lery from the works in front of Lisbon, the officer in command 
of them taking care to give notice to the Engineers, severally 
in charge of the works of his department, in order that they 
may take measures to have the works oecupied, and the ord- 
nance and ammunition guarded by the Ordenanza. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

« Major General Howorth.’ : ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Howorth. 


‘Sir, ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 
‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th 
instant, enclosing returns of the ordnance and ammunition 
found in Almeida; and I am very much obliged to you, and 
very sensible of the pains taken by Colonel Robe, Major May, 
and the officers and soldiers of the Artillery to perform this 
service. . ae . 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 


‘ Major General Howorth. © WELLINeTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

“My bear Sir, ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 

‘I have just received your letter of the 27th; and having 
conversed, on the subject to which it relates, with the Commis- 
sary General, he says that he has given no authority what- 
ever to any officer of the Commissariat to make such a pur- 
chase, as it has been reported to you an officer of the Com- 
missariat is making of a vessel in the Tagus: I therefore trust 
that you have been misinformed. 

‘I am much obliged to you for the account of the arrival of 
the 11th light dragoons. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


‘Vice 4dmiral 6 WELLINGTON. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley: 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


' ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 
6 My pRAR SPENCER, 9 A.M. 


‘I have received your letter of the 27th, in the afternoon ; 
and I am obliged to you for the intelligence from Captain 
Grant, which confirms the notion which I bad, that the enemy 
had not made any serious movement this way, exeepting the 
battalions of the 9th corps. 

‘In respect to Almeida, the Portuguese Government propose 
to repair the place entirely eventually, and in the mean time to 
occupy it-as a post; in order to do this, it will be necessary to 
remove the rubbish from the ditch, and the Portuguese 
Government are sending men and tools to perform this work, 
and Beresford has ordered militia to occupy the place. 

‘ Although Mr. French was employed to survey and report 
upon the existing state of the place, and Colonel Fletcher gave 
_ him an opinion, which it was intended he should convey to the 
Portuguese engineers, regarding the mode of rendering it a 
post for the present, I was desirous of avoiding that any of the 
British engineers, or any of the regular troops.of the army, 
should be employed either in setting it to rights, or in occupy- 
ing it, excepting the latter only, till the militia garrison should 
arrive; and for this reason I never troubled you upon the 
subject, intending to write to you about it, when all should 
be prepared by the Portuguese authorities, as well for setting 
it to rights as for occupying it. My reason for this was, that 
knowing that it might be necessary to abandon Almeida before 
"it could be put to rights, either to prosecute our views in this 
quarter, or that you might collect your troops as stated in my 
memorandum of the 15th instant, I did not wish to be em- 
barrassed by having regular troops to take care of Almeida; 
or, on the other hand, to incur the disgrace of abandoning an 
object which I had manifested an intention of occupying. 

‘I think therefore it will be best to leave matters as they are 
at Almeida, keeping Pack’s brigade there, and thereabouts, 
till the militia shall arrive to take their post ; unless you should 
find it necessary to collect your force and withdraw, as pointed 
out in the memorandum of the 15th instant. | 

‘ You may depend upon it that, although I may not have 
leisure to give instructigns upon more points than it is neces- 
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sary. you should’ attend bo: my. ‘ind haa been’ ‘inde i pac a 
plan ormed, upon every point that can oëcét;" ‘and; hi ie 
speaking, i it 1s desirable that, until you shall Kédr Poth je yo 
should not ‘make any ‘alterations in the genetal situatiqn ¢ of affairs, 
not adverted fo in my memorandum of the 15th ingtine. | 
| * Believe me, &¢  - 

“Lieut. General — 7k Wiébinaron. 

Sir Brent Spencer, KB. | | 


«There is nothing new here.’ Oo te 
MEMORANDUM |. boo Tees 
For Generals Castañoa and Blake, the ter Genet, 
= and Marshal Sir W. enr po 
vi L'Etat 2908 May, 1811. 

A. the preparetions being made, jt: is. infen Ho break 
ground before Badajoz t@-morrowy on - both. Aides: 9 othe: river 
Guadiana; and it is desirable that, as long as the epemy shall 
remain at and in the neighbourhood of Llerena, ‘the following 
disposition should be made of the allied armies : — 

‘The infantry and artillery of the allied: Britishrand. Portu- 
guese army, with the exception of that part of ‘both: employed 
at the siege at Almendralejo and in that neighbourhood, and the 
allied British and Portuguese cavalry at Ribera, and together 
with the cavalry of the 5th Spanish army, under the Conde de 
Penne Villemur, observing the roads leading from Llerena by 
Usagre. It is proposed, that the infantry and artillery of the 
5th Spanish army, and the infantry and artillery of the cerps 
immediately under His Excelleney General Blake, should be 
cantoned in the villages extending from S* Marta towards 
Barcarrota on their right, and communicating on their left 
with the allied British and Portuguese infantry at Solana. 
The advanced guard should not be farther on than Zafra, with 
General Blake’s cavalry at Bienvenida and Calzadilla, ob- 
serving the roads towards Monasterio and Lierena, and.com- 
municating on the left with the cavalry of the 5th army and the 
allied British and Portuguese cavalry. 

‘In case the enemy should advance again in force, it will be 
desirable again to collect the whole force of the Allies about 
Al ; and, according to this proposed distribution, the 
the infantry will be within one easy march of that 
g the infantry which His Excellency General 
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Blake mayithisk proper to place at Zafra, which. can easily 
join him by Feria, &c., and the whole of the cavalry within 
one forced, er two easy ‘marches. 

It is very desirable that the General officers comthanding 
the several corps of troops in advance should endeavor to 
ascertain the enemy’s force about Llerena; acquiring, if pos- 
sible,.a knowledge of the number of the several regiments of 
which it is composed, and of the several squadrons and bat- 
talions in each, and of the names of the General officers com- 
manding. 

‘If the enemy should withdraw from Llerena, i it will be in 
the power of the allied troops, not employed in the siege of 
Badajoz; 40" éatiton themselves more with a view-to'their eon- 
venience than they ‘ can under existiiig Ufreuthstiinces; keeping, 
however, the great’ body of the infantry within two, and the 
advanced ‘à 8 of the: thfdtitey and abe tavalryiwithili three 
marches of the: ground ‘at: Mia: Da : ‘this! onde-it ie proposed 
that tht-'Conde’ de Perite Willemnrts: eavalty ! “should -occupy 
Licrèms; atd:obsèrvd the eneniy id dint quartér ;ithé:infantey 
of the advanced” ‘pial OF: His ‘Exoëlleñey -Genrerat Blake's 
corps ‘ ‘at’ "Monasterio, ‘with’ His BixeeHénay : Genoral- Blake's 
cavalry observing : the ‘foud’ though the mountains; and his 
advanced guard cotntnuncatihg with: the: Conde: de Fenne 
Willemur: "© :" |: 

€ As the object of all the operations of the allied armies. is 
the siege of Badajoz, it is desirable that nothing should be un- 
‘dertaken which can divert the attention of any from that object; 
‘and that, if necessary, the whole should collect: in a:position, 
in which the armies have already aequired the greatest glory, 
‘by whicli the operation canbe covered, if it should be possible 
to continde’ it; or ‘the: siege: can be raised, if it. should: be 
pes to rai it. 


‘ Weisinsron.’. : 


Lieut. General Viscount | Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham, 


L SIR, _ ct ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 
‘IT have had the honor of receiving your ‘letters of the 9th 
instant, and of the 24th and 23th (Nos. 7 and 8). | 
_ You will see by my letter to Mr. Wellesley of this date, 
that I have persevered in the siege of Badajoz, of which town 
I hope to be able to obtain possession, before the enemy can 
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be in foree to relieve it. I acknowledge that FE have very 
little faith in distant diversions, and am very much of opmion, 
that if it is an object with Soult to collect another army to 
make a second attempt to relieve Badajoz, he will not be pre- 
vented by any diversion that may be made. If, however, he 
should be wavering in his opinion upon the subject, and should 
be inclined to wait for the arrival of the battalions of the 9th 
corps, which I know are on their march from Castille, the 
appearance of our troops on the coast might have the effect of 
inducing him to delay his movement till their arrival, before 
which time I hope that the fate of Badajoz must be decided. 

‘Under these circumstances, I am anxious that you should 
adopt any one of the modes which you propose, which you 
may think will have most effect, and will expose your own 
force the least, to alarm the enemy for his situation before 
Cadiz, or for the security of Seville. 

‘ My opinion is, that the allied armies are not now suffi- 
ciently strong, particularly in cavalry, to attempt the relief of 
Cadiz; and they cannot be made so for some time, and not at 
all with any safety to our communication with Lisbon, until 
we shall have more effectually secured the frontier of Old 
Castille. 

‘I mention this to you at present, in order that you may 
not turn your attention to San Lucar, in preference to any 
other point at which you might think your appearance would 
create an earlier or a more general alarm. 

‘ I assure you that there is nothing I am more anxious for 
than to have your personal assistance. 

‘I understand that the French have but few prisoners of 
ours in their hands, nearly all the missing having joined their 
regiments, and I think you will do well to send to England the 
prisoners you mention. 

© I have the honor to be, &c. 
* Lieut. General Graham, ‘WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 
‘My pear Henry, ‘ Elvas, 29th May, 1811. 
“T have just received your letter of the 25th instant, con- 
Lord Wellesley's dispatch of the 18th April, with 
> directing you to require that the command of the 
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Spanish troops in this, and in other provinees of Spain, should 
be given to me ; upon which you desire to have my opinion, 

‘I have no doubt whatever that the Spanish Government 
will not comply with this requisition; and from all that I see 
and hear, I am convinced that the demand will tend to inter- 
rupt. much of the harmony and good will which exist among 
us at present. 

‘ To tell you the truth also, I think that the plan does not 
go far enough. It is impossible to expect to discipline troops 
without paying them ; British officers, of all others, could not 
effect that object, nor indeed could they be expected to serve 
with the Spanish troops without pay or reward of any de- 
scription. I think, therefore, that the plan, even if consented 
to, would not give discipline to the Spaniards, would indispose 
towards us all the principal officers of the army, and of course 
their adherents and followers in the several armies; and we 
should probably not have so much effective control over their 
operations, or so much assistance as we may expect under the 
existing arrangement ; but it is probable that the demand would 
not be acceded to by the Government, and therefore, on every 
ground, it is my opinion that it ought not to be made. 

‘ You will have seen by my letter, and dispatch of the 23rd 
instant, the real state of the fact regarding the Spanish troops 
in the action. There is no doubt that they fought bravely, 
but they want the power of movement, which they can acquire 
only by the instruction of the officers, from the heads of the 
army to those of the lowest rank. 

‘We break ground at Badajoz to-morrow, and we hope to 
get the place in a few days. If we do not succeed in a few 
days, we shall not succeed at all, as the seventeen or nineteen 
battalions, and some cavalry of the 9th corps, are on their 
march to join Soult, and I think will join him the second 
week in June. 

‘I shall be much obliged to you if you will not allow 
people at Cadiz to run away with the notion, that when .we 
shall get possession of Badajoz, we shall relieve Cadiz. We 
cannot attempt that operation without having our whole army, 
and we cannot bring our army without being more secure on 
the side of Castille. However, if we can hold our superiority 
throughout the summer, I think that we may make the 
attempt. 
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6 1 received your letter of the 9th, and I sow enclose that 
of Lord Liverpool, to which my dispatch of the 23rd April 
referred. 


« Ever yours, most affectionately, 
« The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ¢ Weccmneron. 


* Tell Graham that I shall send Captain W alpole back to him.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K-B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Stewart. 
‘ Between Elvas and Badajoz, 30th May, 1811. 
¢ My pear Sir, Half past 6 ».x. 

‘I have received your letter, 3 p.m. of the 28th, and Lord 
Fitzroy Somerset has shown me that of noon yesterday, and 
Colonel Murray will have written to Sir William Erskine 
instructions on the subject to which yours relate. 

‘ We are not in Estremadura to save the country from the 
plunder of the French, but to obtain possession of Badajos: 
the attention of all must be directed to this object, and I have 
no intention to engage in any affair of any. description, in any 
situation more advanced than Albuera, to save this siege. At 
the same time, I do not mean that the allied troops should 
give up any ground which it is not necessary they should give 
up, owing to the superiority of the enemy’s force, and that 
they should retire gradually upon Albuera, obtaining, as far 
as it may be in their power, a knowledge of the enemy’s force 
in their front. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
< Major General the Hon. W. Stewart. € WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 30th May, 1811. 

‘We invested Badajoz on the 25th instant, on the right of 
the Guadiana; and the ordnance and stores for the siege 
having been brought forward, we broke ground last night. 

‘The enemy have retired their main body upon Llerena, 
and hold the advanced posts of their cavalry at Usagre. 

‘I enclose the copy of the report of Major General the 
Hon. W. Lumley, of a very gallant affair of the cavalry near 
that place on the 25th. The Major General has reported that 
he received very great assistance upon this occasion from 
Major Holmes, of the 3rd dragoon guards, who was acting in 
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the department of) the ‘Alijutake Gthdrat; and “fréni Lieut. 
Heatheote, who was acting int the: Bepattrient: of: thé: Quartèr 
Master General, as wellas from the officers mentionéd in his 
report. Your BRUT RAE de 

+ As.the object of the troops in 1 Estremaduta is to carry on 
the siege. of :Badajez. with the utmost activity, and'as 1 have 
every reason to believe that the reinforcements of the 9th corps 
will havd arrived at Madrid by the 24th or 25th ‘of this 
month, I have not thought it expedient to delay the operations 
of thé “dege, : in ‘order to drive Marshal Soult further back, 
having reason to hope that he will not attempt to interrupt 
them till he shall bé reinforced, and that .we may reduce. the 
place:t to extremities, béfore his reinforçements ¢ can arrive. - 


are 


forcemtents pa the armÿ on the frontiers of Castille. But. at 
ah: everits, if we should not be able to obtain” possession of 
Baddjoz În à short time, we shall not be able to obtain it at all, 
‘as it will nat ‘be advisable to expose the soldiers to the heat of 
_the weather of Estremadura, and to the labor of the siege in a 
more advanced season: | 
‘The enemy have made no movement ‘in. a. Castille ‘since I 
addresséd ÿou last ‘but it is generally reported that the army 
of Portugal is about to mové towards Avila and the Tagus. 
From the prepatattons which liave been made, I have.no doubt 
that some movement is in contemplation. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 25th instant. 
Your Lordship will have received from thence the reports of 
the fall of Figueras. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Eatt of Liverpooi.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, | 
Secretary of State. 


‘My Lorp, : ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 30th May, 1811. 
‘I bave had the honor of receiving your Lordehip s' dis- 
patch, No. 85, of the 16th instant. 
‘ Your Lardship will have observed from the dispatches cf 
his Majesty’s minister at Lisbon, to the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, that Mr. Stuart did not consider himself 
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authorized (nor did I) even to announce to the Portuguese 
Government the recent increase of the subsidy, till he should 
have prevailed upon them to introduce such reforms in the 
several civil departments of the Portuguese army, as should 
insure to the army and to the cause all the benefits of the in- 
crease of aid, which his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
had been authorized by the vote of Parliament, and had it in 
contemplation to afford to them. And your Lordship will 
have observed with concern, from the same correspondence, not 
only that the local Government of Portugal have declined to 
make the reforms which have been recommended to them in 
detail by Marshal Sir William Beresford and me, but that 
they declare they are not authorized by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal to make them. 

‘I have already taken occasion to apprize your Lordship 
that the great evil in Portugal is a want of money. The local 
Government have no money to pay their servants, or those 
employed by them in any department, and they possess no in- 
fluence over them; and the occurrences of the last few years 
have excited such a desire in the leading men in the Govern- 
ment to acquire popularity by all means, that it is impossible 
to persuade them to exert the authority which the laws or 
their own regulations give them, in any instance of neglect, 
disobedience, or delinquency by any public servant. 

‘ Owing to the difficulties in obtaining specie for the pay- 
ment of the expenses in the Peninsula, even of the British 
army, the increase of the subsidy (if the King's Minister con- 
sidered himself authorized to announce it) would not increase 
the pecuniary means of the Portuguese Government. The ad- 
vances would be made, in kind, of articles for which, I think, 
there is reason to believe that the local Government in Por- 
tugal have not paid hitherto, the troops having seized many 
articles for their subsistence and equipment in a very irregular 
manner, for which no payment has ever been made by the 
Government. ‘lhe distressed state of the country, in the exist- 
ing seat of the war, will no longer afford supplies in this irre- 
gular manner; and I imagine that the advances, in kind, on 
account of the new subsidy, will only make up for those sup- 
plies heretofore irregularly plundered from the country. 

‘ Indeed this fact is strongly proved by the existing distress 
of the Portuguese Government. More than half of the active 
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Portuguese army are now fed by the British Commissariat ; 
but notwithstanding this arrangement, which it would be sup- 
posed would relieve all the pecuniary difficulties of the Por- 
tuguese Government, they appear to have increased; and 
their demands for money are more urgent than previous to 
this arrangement, which was attended by a bargain that the 
expense of these provisions should be stopped out of the sub- 
sidy ; and I know that the payments to the army, and to all 
the departments, are now in arrear to an unexampled degree. 

‘ Even if the King’s Minister considered himself authorized 
to increase the subsidy, I doubt whether I could with propriety 
authorize the issue of increased money payments by the Com- 
missary General to the King’s Minister; and therefore it has 
always appeared to me that the only chance the Portuguese 
Government had of being extricated from their pecuniary diffi- 
culties was to increase their own pecuniary resources to the 
utmost extent, as well by opening new sources of revenue, 
as by the improvement of the old, and by the general reform 
of the numerous abuses which prevailed in all the departments 
of the Government, particularly in the collection of the revenue. 

‘The unfortunate desire to acquire and retain a low and 
vulgar popularity, and to please and flatter the lower orders, 
which has characterized almost every man who has appcared 
in a conspicuous situation throughout the recent events in 
Spain and Portugal, prevented the adoption of any of these 
measures till very lately; and I believe that some inefficient 
- measures have been adopted upon these subjects, which, if they 
should ever produce any, can produce no effect for some 
months; and in the mean time the pecuniary distresses of the 
Government are increasing daily, are undermining their 
strength and authority, and will end by overwhelming every 
thing. 

‘From this detail your Lordship will observe that there is 
no permanent remedy for these evils, excepting a change of 
system by the local Government ; and no temporary remedy, 
excepting the advance to them of a large sum of money in 
specie to relieve their immediate distresses. 

‘ Your Lordship will have been apprized by my dispatch 
of the 8th inst., of the measures which I had adopted to assist 
and relieve the Portuguese Commissariat, and of the measures 
which I had recommended to the Government for the reform 
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of all the civil departments of the army; with which recom- 
mendations, as I have above stated, the Government have not 
complied. I do not think I should improve the concern by 
placing at the head of it English Commissaries. In truth, the 
great difficulty consists in want of money, and want of autho- 
rity to enforce obedience to regulations; and I fear that there 
is no English Commissary who could find a remedy for these 
difficulties. 
‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Eari of Liverpool. © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Picton. 
‘ Quinta de Granicha, 1st June, 1811. 
€ My pear GENERAL, Half-past 6 p.m. 

‘I have not been able to take a look at you for these two 
days; but I hear from Major Gordon that Colonel Fletcher 
thinks he shall not be ready to open till the 3rd, as there was 
some mistake in the arrival of the working parties from Gene- 
ral Hamilton's division last night. 

‘I hope that the fire which the enemy will bring to-morrow 
upon the batteries which are constructing will not do them so 
much injury as to prevent their opening next day ; but, inde- 
pendently of the probable increase of difficulty in the ultimate 
attack upon the place by the delay already occasioned, I think 
it not improbable that the batteries will receive much 
from the enemy’s fire in the course of the next twenty four 
hours. On this account I am most anxious that if they can 
at all open to-morrow, they should; at all events I shall be 
obliged to you if you will let me know the cause of the disap- 
pointment of the working parties from General Hamilton's 
division last night, and if you will urge the General from me 
to take measures to prevent a similar disappointment in future. 

. © Believe me, &c. 
* Mujor General Picton. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, KB. 


€ . 
My pear Spencer. * Quinta de Granicha, Ist June, 1811. 


‘I have NUIT 
: Seived your letter of tl ; 
much obliged ) ic 30th, for which I am 
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‘ As soon as the persons ordered by the Portuguese Govern- 
ment to work at the fort of Almeida shall arrive, the engineers 
you mention may begin to remove the rubbish in the ditch, 
and to dispose of it as directed in Colonel Fletcher's letter to 
Mr. French; and Mr. French will make these gentlemen ac- 
quainted with the intention I had of making Almeida an in- 
fantry post, tenable against a coup de main. Two regiments 
of militia are ordered there for a garrison. 

‘From all the reports which I have received, it appears to 
me likely that the army of Portugal will move by its left, and 
will bring its left upon the Tagus. 

‘ As soon as you shall find that this movement is commenced, 
I beg you to break up from your present position, and march 
by your right. First bring your right to Penamacor, and 
your left in the cantonments about Sabugal, with your advanced 
guard either where it is now, if the enemy show nothing about 
Ciudad Rodrigo, or, if they do, further back to Nave d’ Aver, 
or even Alfayates. 

‘If you should find that the movement of the enemy is 
decided, or if they should move any troops through the Puerto 
de Banos, or through the Puerto de Perales, you might con- 
tinue your march and bring the troops to Castello Branco and 
the neighbouring cantonments. The 5th division must remain 
in the cantonments on the Upper Coa, about Sabugal : and 
General Pack must remain at Almeida and the neighbourhood, 
till the militia garrison shall arrive. One regiment of Bar- 
bacena’s cavalry must remain with Pack, the other regiment 
with the Sth division. | 

‘ All the British cavalry might move by the road of Belmonte 
and Caria, if that should be convenient, and all the troops 
march by cantonments. 

‘ We have gone on prosperously hitherto with the siege of 
Badajoz, and without material loss. We shall open our fire, 
I hope, to-morrow, from 50 pieces of ordnance. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Lieut. General © WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 
‘ Quinta de Granicha, near Elvas, 
6 My Dear GENERAL, Ist June, 1811. 

‘I received yesterday your letter of the 29th, and I shall 
certainly recommend Lieut. Hopkins and Lieut. M‘Culloch 
to the Commander in Chief for promotion, being thoroughly 
convinced of their merits. I am well aware of Major Ride- 
wood’s merits, and I shall be happy to have an opportunity of 
recommending him; but it would not be doing justice to the 
remainder of the army, when I am allowed to recommend a 
limited number of officers for promotion, if I did not recommend 
some from all parts of it; but Major Ridewood is recom- 
mended, if other arrangements which I had proposed are made 
for the promotion of other officers, recommended in the list 
recently sent home. 

‘I have long wished to carry into execution a plan of the 
description which you have suggested for the employment of 
Captain Stewart, of whose merits I entertain a very high 
opinion; but this plan must be undertaken in concert with 
General Castaños, if not with the Spanish Government. I 
have spoken to the General upon it; but, notwithstanding his 
good inclination, I could not bring him to a decision; and I 
rather believe that he, and all the Spanish officers, have such 
decided objection to our interfering with their army in any 
manner, that they will not allow of the adoption of any plan, 
of which the result might be to prove the benefit which would 
be derived from our services. 

‘ You will have heard of our concerns here. I hope that 
we shall open our fire from 50 pieces of cannon on Badajoz 
to-morrow, and that it will not hold out long. Our loss in this 
siege has been very trifling hitherto. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to His Excellency C. Stuart. 
€ My DEAR Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, Ist June, 1811. 
‘I agree with you respecting the supplies to the people of 


Portugal. What they want are cattle, carts, seed corn, and 
. erials for building. The first, unless sent from Ire- 
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land, will require money to purchase them. Money we cannot 
give, and therefore I did not at first mention cattle. Nails, 
and the rough materials for building, might be brought from 
England likewise, which would save money. 

‘I approve highly of loans without interest, because they 
give a chance for the revival of industry, which is half the 
battle. In fact, however, the people of Portugal have not lost 
their money so much as the articles of primary necessity which 
I have above mentioned, viz., cattle, carts, seed corn, and ma- 
terials for building, and implements of husbandry. 

‘ The country which I think least likely to recover, because 
farthest removed from water conveyance, or a district which has 
not been ruined, is the tract to the northward of the road from 
Thomar to Leyria, bounded on the north by the road from 
Condeixa to Ponte da Murcella. It is a barren country, hav- 
ing some fruitful valleys in it; but I fear the people in these 
valleys must starve. 

‘I believe that in the remainder of the country but little 
more is required to save the people than to open the markets, 
and to send their priests and medical people with medicines 
among them ; and aid in the articles which I have above enu- 
meratcd will entirely re-establish the country. . 

‘Upper Beira, with the exception of the country about 
Guarda and the Coa, has not suffered. Lower Beira was 
always a bad country, at least that part between Castello 
Branco and the Zezere. I have passed through that part be- 
tween Castello Branco and the Upper Coa three times lately, 
and it has not materially suffered. | 

‘We are getting on well with the siege. Our loss hitherto 
has been most trifling ; and I think we shall open our fire to- 
morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* His Excellency Charles Stuart. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 


€ My pear HENRY, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, Ist June, 1811. 
‘I received this morning your letter of the 28th May, and 
I now enclose my dispatch to the Secretary of State of the 
30th May. 
‘We are going on very well with the siege. We shall open 
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our fire, 1 think; to-morrow morning, and, up to this moment, 
our loss has been very small. Notwithstanding General Cas- 
taños’ good inclination, there is not a Spanish soldier at the 
siege ; but the fact is, that these people have not the power of 
carrying into effect what they are most anxious for. If, how- 
ever, we are obliged to raise the siege again, and have it in our 
power to undertake it again, the Spanish troops must come 
and work, for the season is becoming too hot for the constitu- 
tion of our northern troops. I shall have two more brigades 
of infantry at Campo Mayor to-morrow and next day. 

‘Let me hear from you when you shall get intelligence of 
any moment from before Cadiz. 

<I think the title offered to Beresford is a strong proof of 
the disinclination of the Cortes and Spanish Government to 
allow us to have any thing to say to their army. The honor 
which it would have been natural to confer upon him is the 
rank of Captain General, to which he has a better claim than 
I had, as he commanded the Spanish as well as the other 
troops in the action, which I did not ; but instead of that, they 
make him a Marquis of Castille, a title which can be p 
by any body. He doubts about accepting it ;: but he will not 
refuse it, unless it should be really a degradation to accept. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley, ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 


‘ Stn, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 1811. 
I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter of the 
10th of May, which 1 have received from the Commander in 
chief, announcing the arrival of two squadrons of the 12th 
ee at sisbon, the horses belonging to which are to be 
ransfe to the regiments of cavalry in this country, and the 

men are ro proceed to Sicily. J 7 

‘448 the casualties which have occurred in the servi 
ce have 
materially altered the proportions of horses and men in the 
ede : regiments since the Commander in Chief gave the 
horses " the enclosed letter regarding the disposal of these 
horses among al en it best to direct you to distribute these 
8 all the regiments in Portugal, in proportion to 
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their several wants, and to the means in their possession seve- 
rally of supplying horse appointments for them, selecting for 
the heavy dragoons (if you should think proper to allot any 
to those regiments) the strongest horses: and adverting to the 
supply of 80 horses for the 18th light dragoons, expected to 
arrive, I beg you to be prepared to have charge taken of these 
horses as soon as they shall land at Lisbon, in order that the 
officers and men of the 12th light dragoons may proceed on 
their voyage to Sicily. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


« Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Burt. 

« Sir, * Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 1811. 

‘I have the honor to enclose an extract of a letter which I 
have received from the Secretary of the Commander in Chief, 
directing that three squadrons, or six troops, of each of the 
3rd dragoon guards and 4th dragoons should be kept in this 
country, and that the officers and non-commissioned officers, 
and such men as there may be supernumerary to the six troops, 
should be sent home in the 7th and 8th troops, or 4th squadron. 
I beg you accordingly to give directions that the private men 
of these two regiments may be formed into six troops, each 
consisting of five serjeants, one trumpeter, and eighty two rank 
and file; and that the officers, non-commissioned officers, and 
privates, who may be above that number in this country, may 
be sent home in the 7th and 8th troops, or 4th squadron. The 
commanding officers of regiments will select to be sent home, 
the officers, non-commissioned officers, and privates least fit for 
active service. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General * WELLINGTON. 

Str Stapleton Cotton, Bart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Str Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 


‘Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 1811. 
‘I enclose a letter of the 10th May from Licut. Colonel 
Torrens, on the subject of the purchase of certain horses in 
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England, for the use of the officers of the British cavalry in 
this country, which horses I expect will have arrived at Lisbon 
by this time. The prime cost of these horses having been £30, 
it is necessary that those who shall receive them should pay for 
them £60 each, in order to cover the expenses, and losses, by 
the public, which may be incurred in their transport to Por- 
tugal The money must be paid to the Commissary General, 
upon the receipt of the horses, by those to whom they will be 
allotted. It is desirable that every officer in the British cavalty 
should have at least one English horse, and these horses are to 
be distributed to the officers doing duty with the regiments— 

Royal Dragoons, 

8rd Dragoon Guards, 

4th Dragoons, 

ist Hussars, 

13th Light Dragoons, 

14th do. 

16th do. 
generally of the lowest ranks, who are unprovided with English 
horses, provided they wish to have them at the price fixed upon 
them. I beg you to give directions that these horses may be 
taken charge of at the depôt at Belem as soon as they shall be 
landed, in order that the men of the 8rd Dragoons, who vill 
come out in charge of them, may be sent back to England, and 
that you will give such directions as you may think proper for 
the disposal of them to the several regiments. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
« Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bari.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
€ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 16/1. 

« You will see by my letter of yesterday, that I did not make 
a bad guess of the enemy's probable movement, as described in 
the letter from our friends of the 28th, enclosed in yours of 
the 31st. 

6 I think it desirable that the military chest which is at Celo- 
should be moved to Guarda, in order to be in readiness 
move upon Castello Branco, as well as the reserves of 
unition. I understand there is money to pay w the 
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24th May, and I think you will do well to order the estimates 
to that day to be discharged. 
“We did not open our fire this day, as was expected, but I un- 
derstand we shall certainly to-morrow. There is nothing new. 
© Believe me, &e. 


* Lieut. General © WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. Gen. Peacocke. 

6 Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 1812 

‘ | have the honor to enclose a list of the names of certain 
medical officers of the French army , prisoners 
on board the “ Venus ” frigate, who I request may be detained 
at Lisbon, in order to attend a number of wounded officers and 
soldiers of the French army, who will be sent down there. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Peacocke. ‘ WELLINGTON. 








Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to His Excellency C. Stuart. 
« My pear Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 2nd June, 1811. 

‘ I received this morning your letter of the 3lst, and have 
communicated with Beresford as to the paragraphs in the 
Cadiz Gazette, respecting the battle of Albuera. He and I 
agree that there is very little in these paragraphs deserving 
attention ; that, at all events, it is desirable that nothing should 
be said or written on our parts to disturb the harmony now 
existing between us and the Spaniards; and that as Beresford’s. 
letter is not only published in Portuguese, but is gone to 
Cadiz, it is better to take no notice of any publication of this 
description. 

« Senhor Vasconcellos has not written to me, and I do not 
understand what Principal Souza can gain from him. These 
people are a miserable race, and I am most angry with them 
that they should believe us to be at all like themselves. 
Principal Souza and others are much mistaken if they suppose 
that Senhor Vasconcellos or any body else can carry them 
tales from head quarters, at all consistent with truth, which 
they can in any way turn to my disadvantage. 

‘We have not been able to open our fire this day, as I 
cxpected, but I hope we shall to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* His Excellency C. Stuart.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 
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aut. Gras Fuccast Welkagion, K.B., to Major General Picton, 
* Quinta de Granicha, 3rd June, 1811. 
‘Wy pear Grsreal, 1 P.M. 


From tae seamner m which we are going on, I think it not 
wages bc: tant we mav have a breach in the castle wall 
tans eweximg. amd if that should be the case, I beg you to put 
a Zune i> be eachosed summons, and send it into the town; if 
there sou be no breach this day, the summons may be 
Serre = marstng. If the gentleman should be disposed to 
airs vou uv allow him to march out with honors of 
war: Ce gares to ry down their arms on the glacis, and be 
ses cf wir: the gates to be given over to us to-morrow 
moriime. & Eve o clock. 

Ye == refuse to allow him to make terms for the inha- 
boues ce Speech subjects, saving that we have no right to 
iunerfere St Spamsh concerns. The officers of the garrison may 
kovp cher bz 67e property, and the men their knapsacks ; but 
every == taken from the inhabitants of the town, and the 
resmms of a= requistions made upon them, must be restored to 
the inhabuiants All plans, returns of stores, &c., and papers 
krvecne 30 the place must be given up. If the commandant 
sell refase to give up the place upon this summons, the 
edicer who goes m may say that he will not be summoned again. 

* Believe me, &c. 
* Map Geerral Picton. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

‘The terms above enumerated are of course not to be re- 
ferred ta, unless the Governor should be disposed to capitulate, 
in which cave vou will go on with the capitulation on these 
terms, letting me hear from you, and I will come over imme- 
dise. 

Lieut. General Fisecunt Wellington, K.B., to the Officer of H.M. Nacy 
ra charge of the fat-botiomed boats at Jurumenha. 
“Sir, * Near Elvas, 3rd June, 1811. 

* I have no doubt whatever that, in the present state of affairs, 
the army wiil not require the service of the flat-bottomed boats, 
and of the materials which you have brought with them, on the 
Guadiana; but as the officers of the Portuguese service are 
very slow, I think it not improbable that we may require them 
at the passage of the Tagus at Villa Velha. I would, there- 

fore, request you to proceed with them by the route enclosed 
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to that place, and to establish there, either a standing bridge, 
if the boats and materials should be sufficient, or two or three 
flying bridges, in aid of the flying bridge which is already 
established there. I conceive that it would be desirable to 
leave at Jurumenha a detachment of the seamen who are there, 
and that you should take with you the remainder, and I will 
direct the Commissary General to take care that they shall 
receive provisions. 
‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


* To the Officer of H.M. Navy in © WELLINGTON. 
charge of the flat-bottomed 
boats at Jurumenha.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Peacocke. 


€ Sir, * Quinta de Granicha, 3rd June, 1811. 

‘ AsI understood from your letter of the 31st May, that 
certain horses of the artillery are arrived at Lisbon, I am 
desirous that the two guns belonging to the 9 pounder brigade 
with this part of the army should be sent to Elvas to join the 
brigade, with the equipment belonging to them; and that 
Captain Le Fevre’s troop of horse artillery should be com- 
pleted by the addition of a gun and a howitzer wanting, of 
which I beg you to apprize Colonel Fisher. 

‘I am desirous that if only one of these arrangements can 
be adopted, the 9 pounders should be sent, in preference to 
the gun and howitzer of the horse artillery. 

‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Brig. Gen. Peacocke.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Deputy 
Commissary General — 





6 Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 4th June, 1811. 

‘I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 3lst 
May, to which I have to reply, that I do not consider it to be 
consistent with justice to appoint a person to receive proofs of 
the foundation of your complaints against Mr. Kennedy, which 
complaints you have not stated in writing, and more especially 
in Mr. Kennedy’s absence. I repeat, that when you shall make 
your complaints in writing, I will determine whether it is ex- 
pedient to enter upon any inquiry into them. In respect to 
the complaints on the subject of the Spanish troops, I believe 
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I was were to blame than Mr. Kennedy. I had ordered that 
when these troops should enter Spain, they should no longer 
receive supplies from the British Commissariat, as the reasons 
whack bad indeced me to order that they should be supplied 
wo longer exmted When the Spauish troops passed the fron- 
tier. however, Badajoz was mvested, and the whole province 
ef Esremadera occupied by the enemy; and although the 
esadiriwn of my order was strictly complied with, and the 
Sgenish croeps kad passed the frontier, it was impossible that 
they could be subsisted, unless by means provided by the 
Bricsh Commissariat: I therefore desired that the supplies 
should be continued to them. I cannot understand how that 
can be a crime against Mr. Keunedv ; if any body was in fault, 
IK was myself. 
‘I have the honor to be. &c. 
* Dep. Cuumis. Gen. ——.’ < WELLINGTON. 


Liest. General Viseoesat Wellingion, K.B., to Marshal 
Ser W.C. Beresford, KB. 
< My oran Beresrorp, * Quinta de Granicha, ith June, 1811. 

“ In respect to + the rule is that when an officer 
bas entered the Portuguese service, he is not to be allowed 
to quit it when he chooses, and most particularly not when 
bss wishes for promotion in the British service have been dis- 
appointed. 

‘I wish this to be understood by , and all others 
serving with the Portuguese army at the same time, that if 
vou wish that his resignation of his Portuguese commission 
should be accepted. I shall not object. I likewise beg to ob- 
serve upon "s letter, that according to the Commander 
in Chief's letter to me of 10th July, 1809, 
lessened his claim for promotion in the British service, by 
having for a time quitted the Welsh Fusilcers; but that, on 
the contrary, I am authorized to say, that a British officer, by 
serving with the Portuguese army, strengthens his claim to 
promotion to any vacancy which may fall in the British regi- 
ment to which he may belong. 

* Believe me, &c. 
* Marshal Sir IF. C. Beresford, KB. © WELLINGTON. 


» 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Fletcher. 
* Quinta de Granicha, 4th June, 1811. 
© My pear Sir, 4 before 8, P.M. 

‘I have received your letter of 3 p.m., and I think it very 
desirable that you should mount the guns in the battery which 
you constructed last night and this day. The wall of the 
castle appears to me to be constructed of earth, and I can 
easily conceive that some time must elapse before a slope will be 
made in it by battering; but I recommend that we should per- 
severe on the point on which we have begun, and to act on 
the principle on which we have hitherto acted. 

‘The enemy have certainly made an intrenchment from 
their right of the houses in the castle, to the rampart of the 
place, cutting off the rampart of the castle; and they appear, 
by a view I took this morning from near No. 4, to have one 
from the left of the batteries in the castle, to cover the ap- 
proach to the east from the castle on their flank. We must 
be prepared therefore to establish ourselves in the castle in the 
first instance, if it should be necessary. If we should be able 
to get possession of St. Christoval, and to erect a powerful 
battery, having its right resting on that fort, I have no doubt 
that we should overpower every thing in the castle; otherwise 
we may not. 

‘IT have not been able to see this evening how we got on at 
St. Christoval. I shall go to-morrow morning early to General 
Houstoun, and thence to the ground on this side of the Gevora, 
from whence the whole is scen ; and if I should not see you, I 
will write you any observations Î may have upon what is 

ing on. 
gee * Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel Fletcher. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 

« My DEAR SPENCER, * Elvas, 4th June, 1511. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2nd. I will send a war- 
rant for Captain Grant's account. I believe the Staff Surgeon 
should settle his account with the Purveyor General, but I 
will speak to Dr. Frank on that subject, and will have the sum 
settled. 


‘ We opened our fire yesterday, but have not yet breached 
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either St. Christoval or the castle; we are, however, very 
superior to the enemy, aud I think we shall breach both in the 
course of this day and night. | 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut, Gen. Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. < VWVELLINGTO. 


‘ Drouet’s delay is very satisfactory, and I hope is true. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to His Excellency 
Charles Stuart. 
* Quinta de Granicha, near Elvas, 
< My pear Sir, 4th June, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 2nd instant, and 1 hope 
immediately to have it in my power to send you authentic ac- 
counts of the demands of the Commissariat on the Portuguese 
Governmeut. The accounts for the 20th regiment at Cadiz 
alone amount to 70,000 dollars, Besides the £100,000 in 
paper, which I have ordered to be paid, I have since ordered 
100,000 dollars in specie. 

‘In respect to the papers and returns forwarded in your 
letter, I shall not even take the trouble of reading them, be- 
cause I know they are fabricated for a particular purpose, and 
they cannot contain an answer to the strong fact stated by me, 
viz., that owing to neglect, deficiency of arrangement, and 
omission of the Government to supply the means, the army 
and their equipments were starved during the winter, and that 
when the moment of action came, the soldiers and animals were 
unable tu perform the service ; the former deserted or went to 
the hospital, and ‘he latter died : and that the army in Beira does 
Dex produce in the ranks for action half its numbers. Mind I 
do dot refer to the army in Alentejo, which, from adventitious 
cireumstanees, has been beiter provided for. It is therefore 
no answer to that satement to send a cross return of the army, 
inviuding not any the force in Beira, bui ail the troops in 
LOS Exwuling those at Cadiz, at Oporto, in Elvas, 
Abmamesx Ac. 

* Sines L'urvic the ietter upon which vou have been ondered 
fo aac a reproeniunr, Phave written one ail stronger, to 

Norge Tie Seeretarv of Sta: 2 of he deficiencies resulting 
frown these san Deg vis Lt the fate of Fuentes de Oïoru. and 
SUMED SUES tre whole svstcm of the Government were 


SR, 
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not altered, the increase of the enemy’s force in the Peninsula 
might create a danger for this country, in which it might not 
be expedient that his Majesty’s troops should participate. 

‘This is my sincere opinion, which I could not with pro- 
' priety any longer conceal from the Regent’s Government; and 
the ministers will determine what they shall do upon it. I 
have ne objection to the Portuguese Government being in- 
formed of its existence, in order that they may be prepared 
with their documentos in answer to it ; but nothing but a change 
of system can induce me to change it, or to recommend to the 
King’s Government to support the contest one moment beyond 
that at which I shall see in the Government, not only verbal 
professions, but a cordial desire and corresponding exertions to 
carry it on, and to save their own country. That has been my 
invariable sentiment, and upon that sentiment I shall evacuate 
the country as readily as I have defended it. The Govern- 
ment are quite mistaken if they suppose that any selfish desire 
of acquiring character has, or ever will, actuate my conduct. 
I come here to perform my duty, and I neither do nor can en- 
joy any satisfaction in any thing, excepting the performance 
of my duty to my own country, of which a principal part is 
the communication of my opinions to the Government of Great 
Britain. 

« At this’ moment Colonel Ashworth's brigade, which I have 
ordered from Beira into Alentejo, in consequence of the battle 
of Albuera, are living upon the supplies of the British army. 
As usual, they were living from hand to mouth, generally 
starving, when the order to march arrived, and Sir Brent 
Spencer was obliged to supply them with every thing to enable 
them to move! This is called maintaining an army for ser- 
vice!! One brigade cannot move from one province to an- 
other, because the Government will not supply it with food !!! 

‘ I rather imagine that you have mistaken the nature of the 
paper I have sent you regarding the ammunition at Coimbra. 
There are no troops at Coimbra; but we were informed that 
there was ammunition at Coimbra for the Portuguese army in 
Beira, which, considering that the battle was fought on the 
frontier, was far enough, God knows! But the paper which 
I sent to you proved that the reserve ammunition for the 
army was not even at Coimbra, and if a serious battle had been 
fought, the Portuguese troops would have had none. 

VOL. VII. 28 
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‘ These dignitaries of the church are always dreaming of 
battles, but I should like to know whether they ever dreamt 
that a soldier with a musket could not fight without ammu- 
nition, and that in two hours he can expend all he can carry. 

‘ In respect to these papers, such as they are, you must send 
them to the British Government. ‘They will decide whether 
they will depend upon them or upon my assertions and opi- 
nions. I only say that nothing shall induce me even to read, 
much less to give an answer to documentos, very ingeniously 
framed certainly, but which do not contain one word bearing 


upon the point. 
en ” ‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Ate Excellency ‘ VVRLLINGTON. 
Charles Stuart. 


Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

‘ My pear Beresrorp, * Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 

‘ Having made Colonel Harvey a Brigadier, I do not see 
how you can avoid making Colonel M‘Mahon, but I do not 
know what all the officers of the British army will say to this. 
I am glad to find you are better: if you could come to the 
mill in front of my house at between five and six this evening, 
Fletcher and Murray will be there to settle our future pro- 
ceedings. The French are certainly intrenching the castle; 
our breach is getting on at St. Christoval, and I think will 
be practicable to-morrow in the wall of the castle. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B.' * WELLINGTON. 


Memorandum for Lieut. General Hill, Major General Sir HW. Erekine, 
Generals Castakos and Blake. 

* Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 

‘It appears by an intercepted letter written on the $0th of 
May by the Baron de St. Pol, the enemy’s commanding 
officer at Cordova, that the 9th corps were expected at that 
place, through La Mancha, on the 5th or 6th of this month; 
in which case they may be at Guadalcanal on the 8th or Sih, 
à at Lierena on the 10th or 11th. This information is con- 
with what is stated in other intercepted letters, regard- 
the progress of the 9th corps in the neighbourhood of 
tl; but it is positively contradicted by information from 
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Castille, stating that the 9th corps were still at Avila on the 
29th of May. It is not impossible that all these letters may 
have been written to fall into eur hands, and mislead us; 
and that the last, in particular, may have been intended to 
mislead the commandant of the army of Murcia, who, it is 
said, was in the neighbourhood of Baylen about the 23rd of 
May: however, the intelligence should put us on our guard. 
The enemy will certainly move when joined by this reinforce- 
ment, and all the troops should be prepared to move at the 
earliest notice of that of the enemy, in order to join as pro- 
posed in a former memorandum. The commandants of the 
advanced: guards of the several nations, and the persons em- 
ployed to get intelligence, should endeavor to discover whether 
it is true that the 9th corps are in march as stated. 

| ‘ WELLINGTON 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. Gen. Peacocke. 
‘Sir, * Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 

‘T have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 3rd 
instant regarding the fort of Cascacs. 

‘The occupation of Cascaes might become an object of 
importance in case the enemy should be able to send a fleet to 
sea; and although I am of opinion that it ought not to be 
occupied by us permanently, it might be desirable to have all 
the means prepared to move into it, and to occupy it at a short 
notice. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Fisher should therefore examine the fort 
of Cascaes, and see what guns and stores would be required 
there for a temporary purpose of the kind above described ; 
and to be prepared with his arrangements to move them in 
when it might be necessary. These guns and stores might be 
taken for this temporary purpose from Fort St. Julian. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c. 


* Brig. General Peacocke’ < WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellingion, K.B.,to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 


< My puar Sir, ‘Quinta de Granicha, 5th June, 1811. 
‘I am much obliged to you for having stopped the Regulus 


with the Guards, and I shall be obliged to you for any 
| 282 
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intelligence you may be able to give me hereafter, regardit 
the arrival of troops, &e. # 

« Believe me, &c. | 


© Vice Admiral © WELLINGTON. 


the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
€ My pean SPENCER, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 18 
‘ I received this morning your letter of the 4th. It is n 
very to tell which way the enemy are directing the 
march, but I think it probable by Ciudad Rodrigo and Peral 
and others by Bafios and Plasencia; the next march wou 
probably decide the point: neither can I decide what is | 
come of Drouet. Don Julian’s captain’s report would les 
him still at Avila on the 29th of May, but I have other repo 
which state him at Madrid on the 24th, and one yesterd 
from Cordova, which states that Drouet was to be at Corde 
oa the 3th or 6th, which is consistent with the account of | 
progress to Madrid on the 24th: on the other hand, his bei 
at Avila is confirmed by the letter from Alba de Tormes 
the Ist of June. or else it is obvious that the troops of | 
army of Portugal were to march in that direction, for you : 
Pra Oe eae Se Ts 
. - Christoval is not yet pr 
ticable. nor is that in the main wall. 

es ‘ Believe me, &c. 

Les. Fonte KB. « WELLINGTON 


“PS It is as well to be repared for ev vent, : 
therfive I wish to mention to vou, in case the enemy sho 
pes the ue with the whole army of Portugal, and inv 
QU Betra by the entry of Sabugal, and you should th 
re rex vor by the Estrada Nova, it will be neces: 
Nun Va. “SN sad an officer to take up the flying bridg 
hen ae “in sead down the river and destroy all 


%. Your communicati i 1 

a leation with lit 

aN Seaton, where there is a bridge. The country thro 
VS woe dt have to retire toward the Zezere is : 


weal ie à habs 
PR tin See nN that the enemy would atte 
de Y © chhge you to retire from it. 
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‘ The great position of all has its right at Villa Velha, its centre 

at ‘Sobogira Fermosa, and its:left upon the eontiauation of the 
same ridge on the Estrada Nova. The last very. good one-is 
upon the Codes covering Abrantes, having the left of the corps 
upow: the Zeddre below the junction of the Codes. In -case 
you should find it necessary to quit the Codes and withdraw 
across the Zezere at Punhete, it would be necessary to throw 
into Abrahtes one brigade of Portuguese troops besides those 
now there, in order to secure that place. I merely throw out 
these memorandums in case of an occurrence by no means 
probable, to remind you of what it would be necessary to 
attend to. We have a large magazine at Abrantes, by which 
you wilt be subsisted, whether you move by the Estrada Nova 
or by Castello Branco. 


mo Hint, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
. Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 
< My DEAR BeresForRD, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th Jj une, 1811. 
_ © You should write a letter to Mr. Wellesley in answer to 
the enclosed, expressing your satisfaction upon the receipt of 
the copy of Don E. de Bardaxi’s note. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Rooke regarding the disposal of the 
horses you mention. I likewise enclose the orders given re- 
garding the disposal of these horses ; I cannot find this last 
letter, but Rooke’s letter shows how they have been disposed 
of. I have a good deal of interesting information this morn- 
ing, from which it would appear that Don Julian’s man is 
right; but on the other hand, Soult has certainly been rein- 
forced with three battalions from Cadiz, and the army of Por- 
tugal has moved from the Tormes on the 3rd, apparently for 
this quarter. This is clear, that either they are going towards 
Avila, or Drouet was there in the end of May. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Marshal Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. * WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Adjutant General 
of the Forces. 


«Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th Jane, 1811. 
‘T enclose an account of circumstances which have occa- 
sioned a want of arms by the 16th light dragoons, in answer 
to your letter of the 25th March. 
‘It is impossible to attach means of transport to regiments 
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of cavalry and infantry serving in the Peninsula, to carry the 
arms and appointments of all the soldiers, or of their horses, 
which may become disabled in the course of the service, and 
with every exertion it is not always practicable to precure 
what are wanted. 

‘The inhabitants of the country, and the soldiers of the 
Portuguese militia and ordenanza, and all the Spanish troops, 
ere constantly on the seareh for arms and military appoint- 
ments, and as soon as an article of any description cannot 
be carried by the mas or horse to which it belongs, it is 
stolen by one or other of these descriptions of persons. This 
will account for the loss of arms and appoiutments, in situa- 
tions in which, in service in other countries, theré would be 
none. ‘ I have the honor to be, 8c. | 
* The Adjutant General of the Forces. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, E-.B., to the Hast of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. | ti 
¢ My Lorp, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 

‘ I enclose the weekly states of the army of the 15th May. 

‘I have ordered the private men of the 2nd battalion 48th 
regiment to be drafted into the Ist battalion 48th regiment ; 
but I have not carried into execution that measure in respect 
to the 7th regiment; as I have been informed by the officers 
ef that regiment, that 500 men of the militia have volunteered 
to serve in it, under the act recently passed; and as both bat- 
talions will probably have more than 506 men each remaining, 
I considered it better for the service, that the 500 volunteers 
should be divided between the two battalions (each of which 
they could make of sufficient strength) and joined with the 
old soldiers, than that they should form the only strength of 
one battalion. I have therefore delayed this measure till I 
shall receive your Lordship’s orders. 

‘ I have formed the men present and fit for duty, of the 3rd, 
29th, 31st, Sith, and 66th, into a provisional battalion for 
the present, until I shall see what number of the wounded of 
these regiments will recover so as to be fit for service. But 
from all I hear, I have little doubt that the Buffs, the 29th, 
and 57th will again be very efficient. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ WELLINGTON. 


* The Earl of Liverpool, 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State, 


‘My Lorp, — ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 

‘ We have continued the operations of the siege of Badajoz 
with the utmost activity since I addressed your Lordship on 
the 30th ult., and our fire commenced on the morning of the 
2nd instant from four batteries on the right of the Guadiana, 
directed against the outwork of St. Christoval, and on the 
enemy’s batteries in the castle constructed to support that out- 
work ; and from eight batteries on the left of the Guadiana, 
directed against the eastern face of the castle. 

‘Thé fire from these batteries bas continued ever since, 
and a breach has been made in the outwork of St. Christoval, 
which; however, is not yet practicable for assault; and con- 
siderable progress has been made in effecting a breach i in the 
eastern front of the castle. 

‘ Notwithstanding that these works have been carried on 
with great rapidity, I am happy to say that they are in them- 
selves so complete, and the communication from one to the 
other so well assured, that our loss hitherto, throughout the 
siege, has been very small. I am sorry to say that Lieut. 
Hawker, of the Royal Artillery, an officer who has distin- 
guished himself in these operations, was killed this morning. 

‘The enemy have hitherto made no movement to disturb 
our operations, but I understand that three battalions were 
moved from the blockade of Cadiz in the last days of May, 
and I have received a report that the battalions of the 9th 
corps, destined to reinforce the army of the south, were to 
arrive at Cordova on the 5th or the 6th of this month. 

‘ The army of Portugal likewise broke up from the Tormes 
on the 3rd instant, and their first march was in the direction of 
the passages of the Tagus. I am apprehensive, therefore, 
that we may again be obliged to raise the sie 

‘I have received a letter from Mr. Wellesley of the 1st 
instant, from which I learn that General Suchet had invested 
Tarragona. 

‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘WELLINGTON, 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Lauerpooi, 

Secretary of State. 
‘My Lorp, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811. 
‘It is very desirable that arrangements should be mate to 
send to the Tagus at an early period 40 barre re!s of gun- 
powder ; that is to say, 2000 barrels. immediately, and 2000 
barrels in a short time hence. rT 
‘We have consumed powder belonging. to. “Eval: at’ ‘the 
siege of Badajoz, which I have ordered to be replaced by 
2000 barrels of powder from our stores at Lisbon, upon which 
stores there may soon be other calls of magnityde ; and tt will 
be desirable to bave the deficiency made good. ‘ ue ae 
‘I have the honor tobe, &e. |" 
+ The Earl of Liverpool? 7s «er heeton: 
Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eavt 47 Biverpool, 
° Secretary of State: -* rues TSH SE At TY, 
‘My pear Lorp, Quinta de Granicha, 6th June, 1811 

‘You will see from my dispatches’ of this day, how we 
stand. We have a chance, and in my opinion, not a bad one, 
of obtaining possession of Badajoz before the enemy car réheve 
the place; or we must raise the siege before thé 10th, from all 
that I see of the enemy’s movements. 

‘ According to an intercepted letter, they have provisions 

1 should think, to the 18th or 20th; so that if we could b 
assured that we could keep the blockade, we should have the 
place. I> must therefore determine what I shall do when | 
shall raise the siege according to the means I shall have o! 
maintaining the blockade. If I cannot prevent them from 
receiving provisions, it is not worth while to risk an action 
for we have not the means, nor would it be fair towards th 
suldiers, to make them endure the labors of another siege a! 
this advanced season. 

* Notwithstanding that we have carried on our operation: 
with such celerity, we have had great difficulties to contenc 
with. and have been much delayed by the use of the old ord. 
nanee and cquipments of Elvas. and of the Portuguese artillery 
m this siege : some of the guns from which we fire, are abov 


we hundrad and fifty years old. The enemy appear to b 


UU chat part of the castle which we have breached, bu 
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I have strong hopes that they will not be able to keep us out 
of the place. ~ 

L * Believe me, &c. 
‘ ‘The Bork af Liverpoot! . 6 Wetaanaton. 


ve 2 Hi General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Lieut. General 
‘ «Str Brent Spencer, K.B. | 
‘ ‘My DEAR. SPENCER, ‘Quinta de Granicha, 7th June, 1811. 
‘I received this morning your letter of the 5th, for which I 
am much obliged to you. We made an attempt upon St. 
Christoval last night, which however failed, as the breach was 
not 80 practicable as it ought to have been. We do not get on 
with the breach in the body of the place, and I am much afraid 
that after all our ammunition will fail. 
¢ Believe me, &c. 
‘ Lieut. .Goneral . ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B: OT 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
| | Walker. 
‘My pear Sie, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

‘ This letter will be delivered to you by General Abadia, 
who is appointed to command in Galicia; and I have every 
reason to believe that you will find him disposed to make the 
most of the means which will be at his disposal in that 
province; and I shall be obliged to you if you will afford him 
such assistance as may have been placed at your disposal, or as 
you can procure from the British Government. 

‘I have had a long conversation with General Abadia on the 
state of affairs in Galicia, and on the course which it may be ex- 
pedient that his operations should take. My opinion is, that 
until he shall have a good body of cavalry and artillery, and his 
infantry well disciplined, he should not venture into the plains 
of Leon. The most desirable object for him to look to would 
be to make the siege of Astorga, and till he can effect that he 
should be satisfied, first with securing the defence of Galicia, 
aud next with working the French out of the Asturias and La 
Montaña. I have turned his attention to the post of Santofia, 
on which subject he will communicate with you. 


‘General Mendizabal has been appointed to command in Bis- 
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cay, and his views will be turned to the same object, in concert 
with General Abadia. General Mendizabal should act upon the 
French by land, while General Abadia’s expedition would 
proceed there by sea, and between the two the French may be 
got out of that interesting post: they must co-operate after- 
wards with such naval means as we may give them, in keeping 
possession of this post; for it is very obvious to me, that if 
Santofia can be retained as a military station, it will be useless 
as a naval station unless the surrounding country is friendly to 
the possessor. General Abadia will let you know how affairs 
are circumstanced here. 

| ‘Believe me, &. = = 

‘ Brig. General Walker. | © WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Peacocke. 


‘ Sir, ‘Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 
‘I beg that you will give directions to Colonel Fisher to 
forward to Elvas, as soon as convenient, from the stores in his 
charge, 2000 stand of arms complete, and 2000 sets of accou- 
trements, including 425 sets of buff accoutrements. 
‘T have the honor to be, &c. 
‘ Brig. General Peacocke. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My pear Sir, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

‘ General Abadia, who is appointed to command the troops 
in Galicia, and who will have the honor of presenting this 
letter to you, is desirous of proceeding to his command by sea ; 
and I shall be very much obliged to you if you can make it 
convenient to send him in a man of war. I understand that he 
wishes to be landed at Vigo, which may likewise be more con- 
venient to you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Vice Admtral ‘WELLINGTON, 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Excellency C. Stuart. 


« My pear Sir, ‘Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 

‘I have received your letter of the 5th, and I have no ob- 
jection to your making any use you please of my letter to you 
of the Ist, respecting the supplies for the people of Portugal. 
Badajoz may fall; but the business will be very near run on 
both sides. We are going on better with the breaches this 
day ; but I have never seen walls bear so much battering, nor 
ordnance, nor artillery, so bad as those belonging to Elvas. 
Soult must be joined by the 9th corps within two or three 
days. Vasconcellos might as well sail therefore; for I think 
it just as Jikely that he will take bad, as that he will take good 
news. ‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Hie Excellency ‘WELLINGTON. 
‘Charles Stuart. | | 


‘I see: that Marmont has erossed the Agueda in some 
strength, and Sir Brent has retired towards the Coa.’ 


| Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 
Henry Wellesley. 

* My pear HENRY, © Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 181}. 

‘I have received your letter of the lst, and I am happy to 
find that you agree in opinion with me, regarding the propo- 
sitions to the Spanish Government, in respect to the improve- 
ment of the discipline of their army. To be of any service, the 
measure must originate in a proposition from themselves, which 
I am convinced they will not make till they are reduced to 
extremities, any more than they would have proposed to receive 
us at Cadiz, if they had not been much alarmed for their 
safety. 
- “I enclose a copy of my last dispatch. I do not know 
what to say to Badajoz. I think Soult will be joined by the 
9th corps to-morrow or next day, and we have not yet a prac- 
ticable breach, either in St. Christoval or the body of the 
place; both are, however, going on tolerably well this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley. ‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘Marmont has moved a good large force upon Ciudad Ro- 
drigo, and Sir Brent Spencer has falled back towards the Coa. 
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i i has advanced; or that it 
I am not quite certain that. the force has adyanced.; or that 
is not his advanced guard to cover the main body ‘of, his armhy 
through Bafios and Perales.’ 4 Pre | Ha © 
- 7. 7 . Die! tee, 3 mod! 
_ Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, KB. fo Lieut, General 


… Sir Brent Spencer, K.Bo ne 
« My pear SPENCER, _ “ Quinta de Granicha, 8th June, 1811. 
‘I received this morning your letter of the 6th, 10 p.x. 
I think it probable from Captain Brotherton's report, which 
you enclosed, that the greatest part of the enemy’s army are 
in march on the Puertos de Bafios and Perales ; aud: that a 
strong advanced guard has been thrown across the Agueda 
in order to keep you in check, and to prevent you from dis- 
turbing this march. The advanced guard will move probably 
by Navas Frias, &c. I only hope that Paek will wot: have 
been disturbed at Almeida. We are going on better thisiday, 
and have made progress towats practicable breaches fri St. 
Christoval and the castle. © at TA ite 


‘ Believe me, &e. = 
* Lieut. General | * WELLINeTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B: Le 


Lieut, Genera? Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
© My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 9th June, 1811. 
‘ I have received your letter of the 7th, and I think there is 
scarcely a doubt that the enemy are coming to the Tagus ; 
they could not go through the Puerto de Perales till ‘they 
obliged you to withdraw from the sources of the Azava, and 
every thing which goes through Perales must pass by, or clase 
to Ciudad Rodrigo. Regnier’s corps was at Fuente Roble 
on the 5th, and it appears was to halt thereabouts the 6th; 
that is the road to the Puerto de Baños. We shall attempt 
St. Christoval this night ; the enemy cleared the rubbish from 
the main breach last night, but we are getting on with it this 
day again. 
* Believe me, &c. | 
* Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 


“PS. From the number of rations demanded near Fuente 
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Robie, I think it probable that Regnier has with him only 
one division. 

‘5 p.m. Since writing the above I have seen a letter of the 
%th from Plasencia, from which it appears that General Regnier 
was near the Puerto de Bafios on the 6th, and had required 
rations for 80,000 men at Bafios, for the 7th or 8th, but from 
the mode of expression in the letter I cannot tell which.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 
‘ My DEAR SPENCER, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1811. 
_ JL received this morning your letter of the 8th. I am 
much concerned that General Pack bas destroyed the works 
of Almeida. I shall be much obliged to you if you will send 
me a copy of the orders which were sent to him by Colonel 
de Lancey. 
- © have no doubt that the French are crossing the Tagus, 
and Murray sends orders for your troops to do the same. We 
failed last night in the attack of St. Christoval ; and as I find 
the enemy are about to advance again, I have ordered the 
siege of Badajoz to be raised this night. It will be completed 
to-morrow night. 
| ‘ Believe me, &c. 
* Lieut, General ‘ WELLINGTON. 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. C. Beresford, K.B. 

€ My pear BERESFORD,  ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1811. 

‘Since I saw you I have heard that Drouet did not arrive 
at Cordova till the 8th, which is not improbable: but they 
state his force, some to be 12,000, others 8000 men, having 
been joined by different detachments, probably Sebastiani’s, 
‘on the road. From the reports in circulation of another in- 
vasion of Portugal, and from the immense magazines of pro- 
visions which both Soult and Marmont have collected, and 
particularly cattle, I am inclined to suspect that they are for a 
dart into Portugal, probably to endeavor to seize our works at 
Almada. 

‘It would be very desirable to order under arms immedi- 
ately the Lisbon, Setuval, and Alcacer do Sal militia, and to 
have a garrison in Setuval and Palmela. These, with the 
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troops, marines, convalescents, &c., which we have at Lis- 
bon, would hold the works at Almada till I could get a 
division down, which indeed I ought to do by water if they 
were to make a dart that way. I am certain there is some- 
thing more in the wind than the desire to force us out of 
Estremadura, and it is either this plan or the siege of Elvas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


* Marshal Sir IF. C. Beresford, K.B. 6 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Excellency C. Stuart. 
«Ny pear SIR, ‘ Quinta de Granicha, 10th June, 1811. 
‘We made another attempt upon St. Christoval last night, 
which failed ; and in fact we have not made a practicable breach 
in that outwork, nor in the body of the place. In the mean 
time both Soult and Marmont are moving into Estremadura 
in great strength, and I think will join by the 15th, and I have 
therefore ordered that the siege may be raised again. 

* The enemy are either coming into Portugal, or they are about 
tw attack Elvas The only circumstance I have to apprehend is, 
that Elvas will be ill provided. The Portuguese troops in this 
part af the country have, as usual, been living upon the stores 
wt the Sri : and I must either leave the place without 
suppres or give them from our stores ; and it is not impossible 
are that te mer of waiting here to collect these supplies, 
ani Grow them into the place, may bring us into an awkward 
HURT Thus this terrible system of Government, and the 
Abus in all the departments, are getting us into scrapes at 
every Qep ee take, 

‘ Believe me, &c. 


Re Lena ‘ d 
Re | W SLLINGTON. 
<a. eer x Thevent Weemgton, KB. to General Castaxos. 

* Maanasee, * Quinta de Granicha, ce 10 Juin, 1811. 


‘Jae tt 
: Wreorur ve vous envorer copies de deux lettres in- 
we SX SSSR ete eurvuvées aujourd'hui, par lesquelles 
Ra TN + Siw va ram mlbèer toutes ses forces en Estre- 
UN RAR RSR GE GERQUE DOUTER projet, qui à été pro- 
eco ous Ge Pare 
a ki . CS Li] >. 
‘st Yeah pur ies muveixs dans ces lettres. et par celles 
QE PE Nees Sek te de . de nos avant postes, que 
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l'ennemi s'est mis en marche aujourd'hui de Llerena; et 
je crois par les nouvelles que je viens de recevoir des fron- 
tières de la Castille, que le Maréchal Marmont arrivera à 
Merida le 15. 

‘ Je viens donc de donner ordre qu’on commence à lever le 
siége de Badajoz ce soir; et j'espère que cette opération sera 
accomplie demain au soir. L'état de la brèche ne donnait 
nulle espérance de pouvoir donner assaut pour quelques jours; 
et nos munitions commencent à manquer. 

‘Il reste à determiner ce qu'il faut faire dans cette crise de 
la campagne. Ce n'est pas possible d'attaquer le Maréchal 
Soult avant sa jonction avec le Maréchal Marmont. Nous ne 
pourrions marcher pour cet objet que le 12 ; nous ne pourrions 
Patteindre que le 14, même s’il ne faisait aucun mouve- 
ment pour s'éloigner ; et le Maréchal Marmont serait le 15 sur 
nos derrières à Merida ; ou s’il préférait passer par Medellin, il 
se joindrait ce jour là avec Soult, si celui-ci se retirait. 

‘ D'ailleurs nous ne connaissons pas la force de Soult. Nous 
savons qu'il est supérieur en cavalerie et en artillerie; et la 
composition de la force des alliés est telle qu'il n’est pas du 
tout à désirer de donner des batailles rangées. 

‘ Je suis décidé que quand l'ennemi s'aÿancera, je ferai retirer 
l'armée alliée Anglaise et Portugaise ; et je compte prendre 
position sur la Caya près d'Elvas pour voir arriver l'ennemi, 
et pour reconnaitre ses projets; et après, s'il est nécessaire, je 
me porterai vers Portalegre, pour opérer ma jonction avec les 
divisions qui viennent du nord du Tage, et avec la cavalerie, 
&c., qui vient de Lisbonne. 

‘ Je crois que vous ferez bien de vous tenir en étroite com- 
munication avec nous, et que le Capitaine Général Blake fasse 
la méme chose; ou qu’il passe en le Condado de Niebla, pour 
opérer sur les derrières de l'ennemi, ou sur Seville. 

‘ Après que Soult aura fait son mouvement de Llerena, sur- 
tout s'il passe par Hornachos et va à Almendralejo, le Capitaine 
Général Blake aura le choix de deux routes par lesquelles il 
pourrait passer dans le Condado de Niebla: ou celle a la 
gauche de la Guadiana, par Xerez, &c.; ou celle à la droite 
de cette riviere dans le royaume de Portugal, et en passant 
la rivière à Mertola. 

‘Si le Capitaine Général se décide à se porter. dans le Con- 
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dado de Niebla, et à choisir cette route, je ferai tout en mon 
pouvoir pour faciliter sa marche. 

‘ Je vous prie de me faire savoir quelles sont vos résolutions 
et celles du Capitaine Général Blake aussitôt que vous pourrez, 
parcequ'il est à désirer que je puisse bientôt prendre la position 
de la Caya. 

‘ J'ai l'honneur d'être, &c. 
‘ Le Général Castaños. # WELLINGTON. 


END OF VOLUME VII. 


Priaend by Wiisitan Cow: and Vas Stamford Siret. 





In the Press, i in Bro. 7 


The EIGHTH VOLUME of the DISPATCHES, containing - 
“the Affairs at El Bodon and Aldea da Ponte; the Surprise at 
Arroyo; Capture of Ciudad Rodrigo,” is in preparation. 


Just published, 
1. 


The GENERAL ORDERS of Field Marshal the Duke of 


WELLINGTON, K.G., in Portugal, Spain, and France. Ssconp 
Enirion. 8vo. 15s. 


‘We must not close our comments without thanking Colonel Gurwood for 
the real service he has done the Army, and congratulating him on his name 
going down to posterity with so useful a compilation.”— United S. Journal, Nov. 
1832. 


2. 


Some OBSERVATIONS on the GENERAL ORDERS of 
Field Marshal the Duke of WeLLINGTON. 8vo. Qs. 


“To those who possess the important volume of which it treats, this admi- 
rable essay will be found a useful and interesting commentary. . . . It is, in fact, 


a pamphlet which no subaltern should be without.”— United Service Gazette, 
Marck 8, 1834. 


‘ As a commentary on the Duke of Wellington's Orders, this little brochure 
is invaluable.”— Naval and Military Gazette, March 22, 1834. 


This brochure takes a lively review of the spirit of those admirable and 
original orders of the great Duke issued to the British army during the cam- 
paigns in Portugal, Spain, and France, and lately compiled and condensed into 
a compendious form, for the information of the old, and the instruction of the 
young, soldier. 


‘ The intelligent writer of these ‘ Observations’ has managed to illustrate 
and enliven his subject with practical details, and instances in point, the fidelity 
of which will be recognised by his old fellow-campaigners ; while, for the un- 
practised officer and general reader, they offer the attraction of novelty and the 
opportunity of study.”— United S. Journal, April, 1834. 
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At p.2, line 4, for “on their left,” read “on their right.” 
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p- 7, line 15 from the bottom, for “ him,” read “ you.” 

p- 15, line 6 from the bottom, for ‘“ Elby,” read “ Elley.” 

p. 18, line 11, for “Serras,” read “ Seras.” 

p- 35, line 10 from the bottom, for ‘‘ Ellay,” read “ Elley.” 

p- 62, line 16 from the bottom, for “Don L. de Bardaxi,” read “ Don E. 
de Bardaxi.” 

p. 65, line 3, read “ whether, when this reinforcement joins Massena,” &c. 

p. 66, lines 8 and 14, for“ Barcellar,”” read “‘ Bacellar.”” 

p- 67, line 12, for “ Almeira,” read ‘“ Almeirim.” 

p. 74, line 7, for “teath of this,” read “tenth of his.” 

p- 86 and 87, for « M. de Forjaz,” read “Dom AL de Forjaz." 

p- 88, line 13, for “si on fait ou l'un,” read “si on fait l’un ou.” 

—— lines 9 and 10 from the bottom, for “ Fronseca,” read *‘ Funseca.” | 

p- 90, line 10 from the bottom, for “ Dr.” read © Lt.” 

p. 94, lines 5, 7, 9, and 24 from the bottom, for “Corea,” read “‘ Currea.” 

p- 117, line 3 from the bottom, for “ Callarece,” read “ Calhariz.” 

p- 119, line 19 from the bottum, for “ Nightingale, Hauston,” read “ Nischt- 


line 10, for “ Pedragas,”’ read “ Pedrogas.” 

p- 124, line 1. for * Major Gen.,” read « Lt. Gen.” 

p. 153, line 16, fur “ Ela,” read “ Elja.” 

p 165. line 9, and 11 from the bottom, for “ Faber,” read “Fava.” 

p- 173, last line. after “influence,” insert “i 

Fe 234, line 3 from the bottom, for “of,” read “ by.” 

p° 261, line 15 from the bottom, for ‘‘ upon the Guarda,” read “ upon Guarda.” 
p° 1. line 15 from the bottom. for “ Serras,” read “ Sevas.” 

F. S29. Line 15 from the bottom, for “ force,” read © fire.” 

FR SS, hne 17 from the bottom, for “ 19th,” read “ 13th.” 

F S91. Line 10, for © Sth.” read “ Sth corps.” 

line 14, for + effective,” read © under arms.” 

PR S99, Line 13 from the bottom. for “ Ramon,” read “ Remoad.” 

F 100, Lae M, a comma after “broken,” and a semicoloa after ~“distan. .~ 
p 117, line 13 fom the bottom, after © given,” insert “ you.” 

TR 44°, line 21 from the bottom. for 5 nor can be,” read “ nor can ther: Le. 
Mew Rrvashout,~ Mendisabal” and * Ballesteros." 

















